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CHAPTER VII. 



Earljr life of Taylor — Defence of Fort Harrison — Ezpeditioii 
against the WinnebagoBs— Black fbwk war — Florida- 
Battle of Okee-Chobee—TaylorBtationed in tho west. 

Pkevious to the war with Mexico there was but oat 
major-general in the army ; but as by the act of congress 
of 1845-16 it was increased, and a number of generals 
of both grades to command volunteers appointed, it be- 
came necessary to commission other generals of the army 
proper, among whom was a major-general. This commis- 
sion was conferred on General Zachary Taylor, at that 
time a brevet brigadier-general and colonel of the 1st in- > 

Zacha&v Taylor was bom in the county of Orange, 
in Virginia, in the year 1790, on an estate vdiich 
had been almost from the days of colonization in posses- 
sion of his family. His ancestors had emigrated in the 
days of the early settlement from England, and at once 
occupied a hi^ social and political rank in their new 
home. In the list of the adherents of Bacon, the rebel, 
as Sir WiUiam Berkeley styled him, is found the name of 
B. Taylor, of Caroline. It subsequently appears in the 
annals of the colony and state, connected with the most 
distinguished men of the country. 

In the year 1790, when Kentucky was a district of 
Virginia, Colonel Dick Taylor, as he was ever called, 
emigrated thither with his whole family, in company 
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'with tiie elder Croglian, Colonel Bullett, aod others of 
scarcely less Dote. "Hie country was then a wilderness, the 
cattle-field of the Indians noith of the Ohio, and of the 
great tribes established south and east of &e AU^anj. 
These various nations weie attracted to it by the chase, 
and collisions ensued whenerer two parties chanced to 
meet. Subsequently, when the population from Viiginia 
and Carolina began to tend thidier, frequent incursions 
were made against the settlements or stations of the whites. 
During the revolution. Colonel Taylor commanded one 
of the Virginia regiments, and served repeatedly under 
the eye of the Father of his country, in the respect 
of whom he occupied a high position. In the Indian 
wars of Kentucky, he was distinguished by his daring 
and cool sldll, and when peace was restored held many 
civil stations of trust and importance. He was one of 
the framers of the constitution of the state, and subse- 
quently represented both the city of Louisville and 
the county of Jefferson in the senate and house of rep- 
resentatives of the state. He died not long since on 
bis plantation near Louisville, leaving six children, 
Hancock, Zachary, and Joseph, Elizabeth, Sarah, and 
Emily. Of these Zachaiy, Joseph, and Sarah, alone are 
living- 
General Taylor grew up amid a border war, which 
left its impresssion permanently on his mind. It pre- 
pared him for his subsequent career, and fully devel- 
oped the daring disposition which has ever characterized 
him. A hundred anecdotes of his boyhood are told, 
illustrative of his life, curious, but nec^sarily excluded 
from such a sketch as this is. After enjoying as many 
advantages as at that time could be obtained in Kentuck}', 
and profiting by the instructions of his fether, an alitm- 
nut of William and Maiy College, Taylor found him- 
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aelf at die begimdng of Ue called on to choote a cvecr. 
This was the era of outrage committed od the Chestt* 
peake^ and &e popuhff mind was in tbe h^^test degsee 
excited, la die west this fcelm^ was pecaluriy violrat, 
from tlie &ct that the conntiy had long been banaMed 
by oidnges of the Indians acting, b^ond all donbt^ 
under Briti^ inflnence. Taylor was most anxious to 
enter the miHtaiy service, and a commission (^ fiist 
lieutenant in &e 7th in&atry was conferred on him by 
Mr. Jefferson, on the 3d of May, 1808. Taylor was 
then eighteen. Tiie war seemed immisait, but four 
long yean ensued befere a blow was struck. Dniing 
this interval of time, the young lieutenant devoted him- 
self to the study of Ae detail of his professioii, and to 
military bistoiy with such avidity as to become eonop^ 
Guous for his knowledge of the latter in the whole army. 

It had long been e^dent that the war could not be 
avoided, and both parties were preparing for it. Tl^ 
British were enlisting the Indiana on their side by bribes 
and persuasions, with partial success. The scheme 
was, however, discovered, and General Harhsoo, the ' 
governor of tbe northwest, proceeded with a large 
force to the eoontiy of the Hiamis, ^o were known to 
have entered into stipulatioDS to Uke up arms. 

General Harrison, on this expedition, deterauned to 
build a fort on the Wabadi, about fifty miles above Via> 
cennes, subsequently known as Fort HairisoB. To the 
command of this, Taylor, who hid previoasly become a 
eaptain, was aasigottd. War, it will be lenMmbeied, 
was declared June 19, 1812. 

Captain Taylor at that time had been but a mouth in 

command of Fort Harrison ; a mere stockade, tbe gatw 

rison of which was a mng^e company, exhausted in a 

long march through the wilderness. He was alone, 

Vol. II. 2 

D,g,nz»-it.,CuOglf 



8 eEinaAL of^icxbs. — tatlob. 

suTTomided by a treadterous enemy, kept constantly on 
the alert, and aware that he had nothing to depend on 
but God and his ovn cool head. The ganison were 
also employed unceasingly in strengthening their weak 
defences. While in this condition, with but a handfiil of 
his men fit for service, he was attacked by a force of 
four hundred and fifty Indians. The attempt was made 
at night, and Captain Taylor's defence is one of the 
most brilliant feats recorded by the military animls of the 
United States. 

The Indians bad for some time been prowling around 
the garrison, without conmiitting any positive act of hos- 
tility. On Ihe evening of the 3d of September, how- 
ever, two young men, who, thou^ citizens, resided in 
the fort, were shot and scalped. On the evening of 
the 4th, a par^ of Indians, composed of the chiefs of 
many of the bands, led by the Prophet, came to the gar- 
■son with a white flag, evidently to ascertain the condi- 
tion of things and the defences. 

This placed Captain Taylor yet more on the alert, 
and he immediately prepared bis command for the con- 
test. So weakened was it by disease and sickness, that 
the number of efiective men did not exceed gfieen. 
The commanding officer himself was so exhausted that 
be could sustain himself on his feet only for a portion of 
the ni^t. At tattoo fresh precautions were t^en, and 
one of the non-commisfdoned officers was ordered to pat- 
rol the line of defences frequendy tfarou^ the night, to 
prevent the enemy firom acquiring any advantage by an 
unexpected attack. 

At deven the attack was made. At the first shot of 
the sentinel the commanding officer ran out and posted 
his men. At the diagonal comers of the picket were two 
block-houses, one of which was under the charge of the 
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fost sergeant. The other was used as a store-hoose, with 
4ie excepdoti of the groasd pian, whidi was intrusted 
to a corporal and ten privates as an alarm post. This 
one the Indians succeeded in firing, crawling up in the 
daric to « place where a rupture in the floor had taken 
place from the great weight of salt which rested on it. 
In the interim a constant and well directed fire was kept 
np by ibe enemy on the roof, and as all water was to be 
carried in bucketSj some delay ensued, so that the flames 
extending to some spirits, also in the building, ascraded 
to the wooden roof and baffled all efibrts to suppress it. 

l^is block-house was built out firom the barracks in 
a bastion>like form, and endangered all the defences. 
The men immediately became terrified, so that Captain 
Taylor had great difficulty in enforcing obedience to his 
orders. He saw readily that if the roof of the building 
was thrown 00" as far as practicable and the rest could 
be kept wet, the barracks might yet be saved ; and eren 
if the block were burned, an entrance of only twenty feet 
wonld be left in die line of defence, which might easily 
be closed with a temporary breastwork. This waa 
eflected under the superintendence of the surgeon of the 
post. Dr. Clark. While on the roof of the block-house 
the whole fire was concentrated on this officer and his 
party, yet but one man was killed and two wounded. 
The Indians kept up a continuous fire of ball and arrows, 
whidi fell in every part of the parade, by which only one 
other man was killed during the whole attack, which 
, lasted seven hours. 

During the attack, when the roof was burned, two 
soldiers had leaped the pickets and attempted to escape. 
Th^ were, however, intercepted by the Indians, and 
one was immediately killed. The other, desperately 
wounded, crawled back to the pickets to die. In the 
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interiia day broke^ and Oaptain Taylor was enabled to' 
see tbe enemy and bmig his nnislwtiy to bear. The 
Okemy then withdrew, driving vitb ihem all the stock 
and horses. 

The Qumb» of asBEHJants was abont seven hundred, 
and Cfwpriaed the whole strength of the Mtanus and 
Weas, besides other bands. 

The slaughter of the Indians was large, bat they bore 
away their killed and wounded. The gairison lo^ l^ ' 
the burning of the Uock-house ail its supplies, and was 
forced for a long time to subsist on green torn. The ' 
situation of Captain Taylor continued peiiknis ; alone 
in the wilderness, without suppUes, aad unable to esta- 
Uish communication with General Hairison. He could 
not, therefore, weaken himself by a large detachtsent, 
but was compelled to confide his communic^on, after 
one attempt to descend the mer had &iled, to two sol- 
■ diers, who were more fortunate. 

His situation, however, became daily more critical, 
and he was compelled to send another express. Soon 
afterwards he was reinforced by Colonel Russel with 
several companies of &08e valudle tro<^s, the United 
States rangers and a par^ of Indian volunteers. Cap- 
tain Taylor and fais command, leaguered by Indians, must 
in a day or two have died of starvation. 

The Indians, exasperated at their defeat, commenced 
a border war and carried havoc along the frontier. The 
gallant defence of Captain Taylor won him hi^ repu- 
tation from all classes of &e country. This admiration 
reached the head-quarters of the army, and drew firom 
Mr. Madison an honor he was chaiy in bestowing, the 
brevet of majorj the first bestowed in the present aimy, 
or in the government subsequent to the revidutitm. All 
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prior brevets had been conferred by General Waehing- 
ton ia \ustaa of his antfaori^ as generalifisimo. 

A&a the de&nce of Fort Hairicon, Major Tajior 
participated in an expedition commenced by Majn^ 
Genera] Hi^kiiu against the Winnebago Towns, and 
these of die Pnq^t. Ia the events of this campaign, 
important at that time, but now abnost forgt^en, Ma- 
jor Taylor participated and received mu^ commen- 
dadoa. 

Tbe war in the northwest was utteily terminated 
by die defeat of Proctor, and it was the mitfortsne of 
Tayh>r to be stationed at one of the forts in the wilderness 
strewn over Ohio, Indiana, and IUukhs, where be also 
remained long, withdrawing as the tide of emigTadon 
swept on^ until he had passed the Mississippi At these 
posts from 1816 to 1832 he temaioed, having in the in- 
teiim served as major and lieutenant-colonel in the 1st 
and 6lh infantry. The Blade Havik war ocomred in 
1833, when LieuteaaDt-Coioitel Taylor was asngned to 
&s command <rf the regulartroopsof General Atkinson's 
army. With AtB rank, Taylor participated in the battle 
oftheBad Axe, bywfaic^ the Black Hawk war was vi:^ 
tually terminated. The affiur toAj be summarily ex- 
furessed as a charge of i^ulars, and of Dodge's Rangers, 
a retreat and rout. Black Hawk, however, was no com- 
mon man, and with his nation stood long enough to 
preserve his reputation as a warrior and leader. The 
Indians maintained their position so as to cover the r» 
treat of the squaws with tbe childzen, md then fled pre- 
cipitately. 

Immediately after the war, Lientenant^Colonel Taylor 
was promoted to the command of the let regiment of in- 
fentry, become vaca^ by the dea& of Colonel Morgan ; 
and presided over the Indian department, in vhkix axe 
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the tribes on both aica of ttie Upper Mioucippi bi 
this capacity he won the respect of the Indiaos, and 
was designated by them , emphatically Kahega Maht- 
tmga, or chief c^ the Long Knifes. 

In 1836-37, -when the court of inquiry was cbnvened 
at Frederick, in Maryland, to inyest^te die charges 
against General Scott, tvfaidi grew out of dissatisiaction 
of the government with his admirable pl^n of conduct 
of the Florida war, G«nera] Atkinson, who had com- 
manded the nordiem department of the western division, 
was ordered eastward, as one of its members, and, in 
the interim, Colonel Taylor assigned to his command. 
After the adjoummefit of this court, Colond Taylor re- 
turned to bis post at Prairie du Chien, and, in 1837, he 
was ordered with his regiment to Florida, thou^ at die 
time on a short furlough, the first be had enjoyed for 
many years. 

Major-General Jesup was at tiiat time in command 
of the whole peninsula, with Ccdonel Taylor as the chief 
of a column composed of the 1st, 4tb, and 6th in&ntiy, 
a company of artillery, a few pontonniers and pioneers, 
and a r^ment of Missouii volunteers commuuied by 
a Colonel Gentry, from Missouri. 

At that time, in spite of many years of experience, 
efforts were being contiuually made to negotiate with the 
Indians ; and it was not until the 19th of December, 1837, 
Qiat he was able to follow his own mil, and negotiale 
widt a treacherous enemy, at the head of his column. 

CM* the circumstances of ttus man^, all we know '& 
gathered from his own r^orts to the adjutant-general, 
which, had he never written the admirable communica- 
tioDS from Mexico, would alone have placed-him among 
those ^rilo can lise both the pen and the sword. 

On dte 19th of December, 1837, General Jeaup in- 
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fonaed him that bU hopes of n^oti^roD, througfi the 
medium of the Cherdcee delegation, had Me'd, and 
that Sam Jones, who then coDtrolled the Seminole nation, 
vas determined to fight The communication also of- 
deied C<^nel Ta^or to fi^t the enemy, whoever he 
could do so widi probability of success. 

Taylor moved down the west ^ore of Lake Kissi- 
mee, towards Istop&ga, with the certainty that the hostile 
Indians would either be secreted in their villages, or, if 
not hidden there, would, to avoid General Jesup, who 
was moving in an opposite direction, be driven towards 
the place where the Kissimee enters into the Okee-Cho- 
bee. Colonel Taylor also wished to induce any who 
might wish to come in to treat, to leave the hostile cause 
and joia the small band which was willing to emigrate. 
Colonel Taylor also adopted this course to be enabled 
to keep up his communication with Colonel P. F. Smith, 
of Louisiana, ^o was operating on the Sai^bel river, 
under his orders. 

This whole country was an unknown wilderness. It 
had even been the policy of the Seminoles to exclude 
the whites from their territory. Under tite SpaniA 
regime, the population had rarely extended beyond the 
head of tide-water, and diough the officials at Havana 
and St. Augustme bad beautifid quintae on &e diore, 
they knew nothing of the inteiior. Before die battle of 
Okee-Chobee the existence of the J^e was unknown, 
though it is eighty miles wide, and the government has 
since kept in commission steamboats of large tonnage on 
it. Around this whole lake was a dense hammodc, 
almost impenetrable to foot or horse. 

After the end of the first day's march. Parks, a Sha- 
wanee who commanded about one hundred and twenty 
fiiendly Indians in die service of the United States, 
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brougbt in Jumper, a chief who pTevieiidy had sKortsd 
mack ioflaence over the S^mtatdea. With hkn was a 
hrge paity of warriors with their families and Heroes, 
^ of whom were smt to a depot wbich the coknel had ea- 
tablisbed entheibitsof tbeKianmee. llie whole pai^ 
would certainly have been arrayed against diercolainn, bat 
for the eSarts of Parlra, a shiewd and caltivated man, 
over ^kom Colonet Taylor had acquired great ioflnenoe. 

On the next day Tayl(» ctm^ued his mardi tomrds 
the lake. Lieutenant-Col<Hiel Price was detadied widi 
a battalion of Gentry's Miasouhans to .pi<^ up any 
«tra^^eis, and to act as an advanced cotps to the whole 
column, and coinmuuicate to the main body anydii^ 
which mig^ ocmr. llie.Semincdeswbohadprevioudy 
sorrendered, had also been sent forward — who returned 
widi news tiia,t.3lbaiiHigo, or AUi^tor, had abandoned 
his camp to separate bis people from the Mick88ukie& 
Various other similar circumstanocs also satiafied Taylor 
that he mi^t expect a battle. 

Having subsequently captured a party of Indians in 
direct communicatioa with the hoatiles, he induced the 
men by a minglii^ of threats and peisuanons tQ become 
his guides to the camp of the Mickasukiea. Having 
become sure of an action on tiie 25tfa, the column was 
displayed in order of battle as follows : 

In ±e first line were the Missouri volunteos, cotOr 
maaded by Cdonel Gentry, and the s{Hes under the 
orders of a gentleman named Morgan, who for some 
years bad been cotmected as a sutler with the' militeiy 
establistenent of die country. 

The second line was composed of the 4th aad 6dt 
infeutry. The 1st infantry was held in reserve. The 
fint line was ordered to enter the hammock, and attack 
the enemy ; in case of aeceaei^ they were to fall back in 
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(benuof (be second line, in dte cento «f iriuefavM 
the floknel icunnaBcb^. 

AStu Bdmicingfcr some diaMnee towud* • hun- 
iBsck, )n«hicii the enemy woe suppowd to be, a denee 
twamp was reached, noirty impeasafak Jbr hone, and 
Inmost so &r foot, covered irith hi^ gfm, knee-deep 
in imd,-«nd terminated on one aide hj a cie^ wfcile on 
tte otiiet it extended ai £u as the eye could leach. 

At ibis point tiie men were dismounted, and ^ tm- 
jmHixaitalett nndec a suiteble gnard. 

Captain Allen (now brevet major of die 4&) wm 
ofdeied, widi two companies of in&ntry on honAack, 
to examine the edge of die swan^. M be saw Deddag, 
to p^utB to the be^Bgeitno) ; in case of heain^ a 
heavy ^, to joinCelond Ta^or, Trtierever he might 
be. Scarcely bad Cdone) Taylor penetrated the edge 
(tf Ibe bammodc, when the Tolnnteers and spies leceired 
a heary "fire, ^rttich was returned by them. Colonel 
Gentry, a bfare and gallant soldier, then fell, racHtalty 
wounded, and the mass of the Hissouiians retreated. 
They did not, as they had beoi ordered to do, form 
between '^e reserre and second hoe ; but, in die words 
of Colonel Taylor, " diey retired across the swamp, to 
their baggage and horses; nor could they be again 
brought into action as a body, although eflbrts were 
made repeatedly to induce them to do so." 

For a short time die enemy advanoed, but met the 
4di and 6di foot, called by their commander <■ a moving 
battery." Almost the ^ole &e of the enemy was oon- 
centrated on one wmg of the €th, which, howeva, ad- 
vanced until L)eutenan(>Colond Ilion^WHi aod his 
adjutant, Lieuteumt Center, w«e killed, and evwy 
officer 'but one tell dead or vaa wounded. The ser- 
geant-major and the first sergeants of all the companies 



»-it.,Cuoglf 



16 ' GKirEILU. 0FFICKB8. — TATLOB. 

were either killed or wounded ; and tben only did tkis 
veteran regiment retire. After Ming badt a very ah»rt 
distance, its remnant was again re-ibnned and brougfatto* 
the charge. In one of the five companies, every man 
but four was either killed or wounded. 

In the meantiiae, Lieutenant-Colonel Foster had en- 
tered the hammock, with six companies of the 4th, two 
of the 6th, commanded by Captain Noel, and a few of 
Gentiy's men, at the head of whom was a brave Mis- 
sourian, named Gilliam, who united and drove the 
enemy to the shore of Okee-Chobee. 

Capt&iii Allen had heard the firing, tmd, with his 
characteristic impetuosity, had advanced. He had m- 
formed the commanding officer of this movement, and 
tibe 1st and the reserve was ordered to turn the enemy's 
left. The old 1st performed this movement scientifi- 
cally, and, at its first fire, the enemy broke, pursued by 
the 1st, 4th, and 6tb, until ni^t and the fatigues of the 
day terminated all. 

The> battle was a severe one. It lasted from half 
after twelve until after three, during which time, of Tay- 
lor's force, tweQ^-^ were killed and one hundred and 
twenty wounded. The enemy left ten dead' on the 
ground, and probably carried ofT thrice as many. 

Colonel Taylor thus speaks of the condition of his 
army after the action : 

" And here, I trust I may be permitted to say, that I 
e^wrienced one of the most trying scenes of my life, 
and he who could have looked on it with indiflerence, 
his nerves must have been very dififerently organized 
from my own ; besides the killed, there lay one hundred 
and twelve wounded officers and soldiers, who had 
accompanied me one hundred and forty-five miles, most 
of the way through an unexplored wilderness, without 
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guides, vho had so gaflutly beattiB the enemy onder 
my oTders, in tus Arcmgest position, and who bad to be 
conveyed back tbrougfa swamps and hammocks, from 
whence we set out, without any apparent means of doing 
80. This service, however, was encountered and over- 
come, and they have been conv^red dma tar, and pro- 
ceeded on to Tampa Bay, on rude litters, constructed 
with the axe and knife alone, with poles and diy hides — 
the latter being found in great abundance at the encamp- 
ment erf the hostiles. The litters were conveyed on the 
backs of our weak and tottering horses, aided by the 
re«due of the command, with more ease and comfort t* 
the sufferers than I could have supposed, and widi as 
much as they could have been in ambulances of tbe 
most improved and modem construction." 

Many brave men died, and many gallant soldiera 
earned distinction in this battle. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davenport, of the 1st in&ntry, sustained big high repu> 
tation, and his regiiaent added a new tide to their old 
stArigiut of the " fighting first" 

Colonel Foster, wiio (tied subsequently at Baton 
Rouge, of what is now called vomito, but in diose days 
was known as yellow fever, led the 4th in&ntiy into 
action, and never yielded one foot of ground until 
arrested by the waters of tiie lake. Colonel Foster was 
a veteran of the war of 1813, and fidly maintained his 
early iame. Brevet Major Graham, Captain Allen, and 
I^uteaant Hooper, earned much distinction. The lat- 
ter, though severely wounded early in the day, continaed 
to head his coo^any until theenemy were finally routed. 

The 6th infentry bore the brant of the biAtle. Colo- 
nel Taylor thus speaks of them ; 

« It was their fbitsne to bear the brunt of the battle. 
The report of the killed and wounded which accompa- 
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niea ttm, is moreconclanre endence of Aeir merits than 
uj^ing I cBa say. After five companies of this regt- 
meDt, agaioot which tbe enemy directed the most dead^ 
fire, wNe seariy cnt up, there being only four men left 
nbinjuwd in one of them, and erery officer ftnd orderiy 
sergeant of those companies, with one exception, w<ere 
either killed or wounded, Captain Noel, with the remain- 
ing two eompanies, his own company, < K,* and Cross- 
men's, <B,' commanded by Second Lieutenant Woods, 
which was the left of Ae regiment, formed on the right 
of the 4th infimtiy, enteped the hammoclc wiA that re^- 
metA, and continued the fight and the pursuit until its 
termination. It ta due to Captain Andrews and' Lieu- 
tenant Walker, to say, Aey commanded two of the five 
companies mentioned above, and they continned to direct 
dtem until they were both severely irounded and car- 
ried from the field ; the latter received three separate 
baUs." 

The gallant commander of diis regiment, Colonel A. 
K. Thompson, was killed. Though he had early in the 
day received two wounds, he continued to command, 
widi as mnch coohiess as he would have exhibited on a 
regimental drill. When he received the third ball he 
exclaimed, « Steady, men, steady ; remember your regi- 
ment," and died. 

Captain Van Swearingen and Lieutenant Brooke, a 
tie[rfiew of General George M. Brooke, were also killed. 
Colonel Taylor, in his despatch, says they had no supe- 
riors ; and he is not " a man of words." 

This action was an important one. St affected matfr 
rially die power of the Seminoles, destroyed &eir eneiv 
gies, and contributed ,to ^ir ultimate defeiA. The 
secretary of war and the general-in- chief both compli- 
mented him highly on his sucoess, for whidi he received 
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&t brevet of brigaiHei>genenl, iriiich, in hii csk, vas 
«ii abacJute proowtioo^ as he nerer afiervards ooBt- 
manded but according to his grade. He coBunanded in 
Florida witil 1840, idien, at hia own leqneit, be was 
KmoTed, and the command was assigned to Brigadiei- 
General Annistead. 

The serriees of General TsyUa, 9&et the battle (£ 
Okee-Chobee, were important, but were of that charac- 
ter to attract Uttle reputaticni among those who look ksa 
at result than appeaiance. Hi» bead-quarters were at 
Fort Bas8ii^;er, ^dieace he sent out various expeditions 
into that country whitha, bj fats victory, the Indiana 
were driven. One of these expeditions, and the aatore 
of this country, are best explained by the following pri- 
vate letter from an officer of rank to a friend : 

" We bare just leturoed from the evcsg^des. These 
eveiglades are, at the northwest, termed wet prairies. 
They are large wet prairies, or grassy lakes, of which 
the Indians know but little, and where diey cannot live a 
month, without great sufiering. 

We saw but few Indians, and diey fled rapidly at 
our t^ftotxIL We took about axtf horses, and aseer^ 
taioed that their cattle were exhuisted. Colonel Taylor 
has taken about six hundred head. We found, on our 
last excursion, but few cattle trackSi and only two cows 
were taken. The Indiaais ar« suSering for food { in all 
their camps we 6nd they had subsisted on [ralmetto roots 
and the cabbage-tree, which are never eaten by them 
except when hard run. 

One hundred and thirty Indians and negroes have 
come in since the battle of Okee-Chobee, and they say 
many more will come in soon, and that they are tired c^ 
the war and destitute of provisions. 

Florida is generally a poor, sandy country. The 
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southern portion is nearly all pnuie, wet and diy alter- 
nately. Not more than one-tenth, at the utmost, of Flo- 
rida is fit for cultivation ; and I would not ^ve one good 
tovnahip of land in Illinois or Michigan for every foot 
of land in East riorida. 

The Indian prisoners now admit that they lost twenty 
in the fight with Colonel Taylor. They had a strong 
position, and fought well, but were terribly whipped, 
and have nerei returned near the ground smce." 

General Taylor, after a brief fivlough, was assigned 
to the command of the first department of the western 
division of the army, including the state of Alabama 
and all the other states on the Mississippi, south of Ten- 
nessee and Missouri, with head-quarters at Fort Jesup, 
in Louisiana. This assignment led to his being intrusted 
with the command on the Mexican frontier, the field of 
hie subsequent glory. 

General Taylor, in an account of the battle of Okee- 
Chobee, took occasion to animadvert severely on ^ 
conduct of the volunteers of Missouri, in especial, and, 
by implication, on the whole class of troops. Monterey 
and Buena Vista were then unheard-of names, and cir- 
cumstances justified him fully in speaking as he did of 
the Missounans. llie circumstance, however, excited 
in Missouri much ill feeling, and an angry discussion 
ensued, forgotten now or lost in the balo of Palo Alto, 
La Besaca, Monterey, and Buena Vista. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

TAYLOR— (ContinwiJ.) 

PoienmneTB of the Mexican war— InstraetionB to Taylor— 
Hnrdetof Colonel Crois — ConeRpondenoe between Taylor 
and Ampodia — B<nBbardineiit of Fort Bfowa — BUtlae of 
Palo Alto and Beaaoa da la Palma. 

The origin and justice of the Mexican war has been 
much discussed. JVon nobis tantat comjxmere lita: it 
may not, however, be improper to refer succinctly to a 
few <^ the circumstances which were the forerunners of 
this war. On the 1st day of March, 1845, Texas was 
admitted into the American Union, and the two countries 
at once assumed a hostile attitude. 

On the 28th day of May, 1845, Mr. Marcy, the 
secretary of war, directed General Taylor, then at Fort 
Jessup, La., to hold bis troops in readiness to move 
into Texas to repel invasioa either of the Mexicans or 
Indians ; and in case of hostility by Mexico, to call for 
any force near him which he might think necessary. 
He was also ordered to open conununication with the 
government of Texas and the diplomatic agent of the 
United States, resident near it. 

On the 15th of June, 1845, the H(hi. George Ban- 
croft, secretary of the navy, and ad interim of war, 
informed General Taylor that on or about the 4th of 
July, the people of Texas would have acceded to the 
Union, and Texas become de facto and de jure one of the 
United States. He was forthwith ordered to march to 
the mouth of the Sabine, or wherever he might think it 
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adnnble, withio T&ua. He wu also anthtKised to 
ocoipy any post on or near the Rio Oiande -wMch he 
might think necessary to repd inraaon. Oeneral Taylor 
was ordered not to cratt the Rio Grtaide mdett Mexieo 
thotdd make tkt first attack. ■■ 

General Taylor soon after receiYcd iuteUigence that, 
by the- formal coDsent of the republic of Texaa^ Hb 
amalgamation with the United States had hecDoe pec- 
fect, and on the next day left for the island of St. 
Joseph's, where he arrived on. the 26th of July. lo 
August he moved to Corpus Christi, on the west side 
of the Nueces, aot hi from the Gulf, where he remained 
until the 11th of March, 1846. While at Corpus Christi 
a party was sent forward to the Rio Grande to recoil 
nmtre the intervening country, and recommended the 
selection of Punto de Isabel (Point Isabel) as a suitable 
place for a depot. The correspondence whidi passed 
between Taylor and the war department at this crias, 
demonstrates that he acted as the f^nt of the govern- 
ment, under orders, and is by no meam responsible for 
the first outbreak of the war, either in a moral or 
poUtical point of view. The govemmenthad resolved 
on war, and both by letters to General Taylor, and to 
the governors of the southwestern states, had declared 
that it expected a contest, by the activity it evinced 
in making arrangemrats for the enrolment of voluo- 
teers, &c. 

On the 8th of July the secretary of war issued the 
followil^ explicit order to General Taylor, contained 
in an offidal autograph letter, the first part of which, 
after ordering him to occupy some ports opposite 
Hat&moras and Mier, and in the neighborhood of 
Loredo, continued : 

"In the postiom you may take in cafryii^ out 
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these instmctions, and other novODentB that may be 
made, the use of the Bio Del N«rte may be very 
convenient, if not necessary. Should you attempt to 
ezerdse the right which the United Statet hare, in 
cunnum with Mexico, to the free navigation of this 
rirer, it is probable that Mexico would interpose 
resbtance. You will not attempt to eiforce this right 
without further instmctions. 

You are requested to report to this department, 
without delay, what means you may require, if any, 
beyond those you now possess, to enforce and maintain 
our common right to narigate this river, as veil as 
your views of the importance of this right in the 
defence and protection of the state of Texas. 

It is not designed, in our present relations with 
Mexico, that you ^ould treat her as an eii«ny ; but, 
should she assume that character by a declaration of 
war, or an open act of hostility towards us, you will 
not act merely on the defensive, if your relative means 
will enable you to do otherwise. 

Since instructions were given you to draw aid frran 
Texas, in case you should deem it necessary, the 
relations between that state and the United States have 
undergone some modification. Texas is now fully 
incorporated into our union of states, and you are 
hereby authorized by the presidmt to make a requi- 
sition upon the executive of that state for sudi of its 
militia force as may be needed to repel invasion, or to 
secure the country against apprehended invasion." 

The correspondence and interchai^ of orders and 
reptHis between General Taylor and his military 
superiors and the department are most interesting, but 
scarcely comport with the plan of this book, beloi^ing 
more pK^ierly to the general history of the nation. 
Vol. n. 3 
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On tke 38tb of March, General Taylor reached the 
bank of the Rio Grande, oppodte Matamoras, withoat 
any resistance. Two dragoons sent forward from the 
advance did not return, and it was conudered doubtful 
by him if tljey bad not deserted. He immediately set 
to work to fortify his position, and commenced the 
breastwork of what was subsequently called Fort 
Brown. 

During all this protocolling and concentration of 
troops, Mexico had been busy. After protesting at 
every part of the negotiation between Texas and-the 
United States against the course of tiie latter, the 
Mexican minister had left WasbingtoQ, and all inter- 
course between the two governments had been de- 
stroyed. Many abortive attempts bad been made to 
renew negotiations, and other questions had become 
involved in the dispate. Bodies of troops had been 
prepared by the southern republic, and Mexico looked 
on the aggregation of Texas with the United States 
as the first step towards a policy which would lead to 
her dismemberment. The whole nation looked on it as 
a cause of war, which it seems to have foreseen and 
prepared for. The conduct of the Mexican republic at 
thb crisis strikingly recalls that of the Moors in 
Grenada, in the days of Ferdinand and Isabel. Both 
foresaw war and its consequences,' and knew defeat 
awaited them, but nerved themselves, for a contest 
which had become inevitable. In April, 1846, there 
were at Matamoras four thousand artillery and infantry, 
and two hundred horse. 

The march of General Taylor from Corpus Christi 
to Fort Brown, made between the 11th and 28th of 
March, was of itself a military achievement of no ordi- 
nary merit; when he arrived opposite Matamoras, he 
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fbimd hicoself in the jHvsence of a stroDg Mexican' 
force, conunanded by General Mejia, who soon after- 
wards was relieved by Ampudia. The latter imnoe- 
diately suiamoned General Taylor to evacuate the terri- 
tory claimed, as belonging to the Mexican nation, on 
which Oenefal Taylor then stood, within twenty-four 
hours. This, General Taylor refused to do; many dis- 
cussions took place, and a colliMon became inevitatde. 

Colonel Trueman Cross, about the lOlh of April, 
disappeared from tfae camp, and the very many inquiries 
which have been made, have so far, fiirniabed nothing 
in relation to bis death. General Taylor, in the interval 
between his disappearance and the discovery of his 
body, had twice written for information in relation to 
him, to the Mexican commander at Matamoras. This 
official, however, most positively denied all knon-ltnlge 
f^ him, in spite of which, his friends fondly boped he 
might have been taken to Matamoras, and secretly 
cmfined there. There was a motive for concealment, 
as the fact of his having been made a prisoner would 
be a commencement of hostilities. 

On the 20th of April, a Mexican Came into camp, 
and reported that he knew where lay tiie body of an 
American officer ; a party was sent under his guidance, 
and found the body of Colonel Cross, not to be recc^ 
nised but by detached portions of his dress. He ap- 
pears to have ridden, as usual, from the camp for exercise, 
and the Mexican who discovered his body, said, had 
been captured by a band of rancberos, commanded by - 
Romano Falcon, long notorious in the Texan frontier 
wars. Having been robbed, it was proposed to take 
him to Matamoras a prisoner ; but as Falcon knew he 
would be forced by the Mexican general, (who was 
evidently most anxious to procrastinate the commencc- 
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ment of hostilities), to surrender tbere tfae ploiuler 
taken from the colonePs person, the Utter was killed by 
ft treacherous pistol shot. 

A board was ordered to inTesttgate the drouiBstBaMsea 
of his death, and reported, that Colonel Cross was 
murdered. On the 24th of April, while the Mexkan 
anny under Ampudia was, for the first time, crossing 
the river, the body of Colonel Cross was buried irith 
nil the honors due bis high rank ; attended to the grave 
by every officer of f^e Army of Occupiilion not on 
duty, by his son as mourner, and escorted by the Terterm 
7tb infantry, and a squadron of dragoons. Colonel 
Cross was buried in front of the eastern curtain of Fort 
Brown. He was the first victim of the war. 

Colonel Trueman Cross had entered the army on the 
27th of April, 1814, as an ensign of the 43d tnftntry, 
and had gradually risen to the high position of assistant 
quartermasten-general, with the rank of colonel of 
cavalry, a commission he received July 7th, 1838. 
He was at the time of his death about forty-seven 
years of age, and was one of the most distinguished 
officers of the department to which he belonged. He 
was a native of Maryland. • 

- On the 17th of April, Lieutenant Porter, a lieutenant 
of the 4th infantry, and Lieutenant Dobbins, left camp 
for the purpose of discovering the body of Colonel 
Cross, in relation to whom the greatest anxiety was 
eotertabed by the whole Army of Occupation. On 
the night of the 18th, Porter met a party of rancheros, 
about one hundred and fifty, and on approBcMng them, 
be was fired at.* He returned the fire with his own 

* Tbe MeiicuH were peacefully engaced (jerkiag beef}, bat had 
■ratiiieli posted, a eireuinitance natural enough, in the einting 
■&te or al^iri. 
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finee, when they fled, and he took posaession of their 
camp, equipage, and hoises. While od his return to 
General Taylor's positions, in the midst of a dense 
rain, he- was find oa, and after a severe ccmte^t was 
wausled, and fell. His men retreated to the chapparal, 
and vfaeo all was over, the wounded oflker was mur- 
itered by the knives of the rancberos. A few of the 
men leacbed camp and reported these circumstances to 
Gweral Taylor. 

General Taylor had previously Uockaded the river, 
a clreumstaoce which elicited a letter, from which the 
follomng b an extract, addressed to him by tbe Mexi- 
can general, Don Pedro de Ampudia : 

"I have learned that some vessels bound for the 
mouth of the river have not been able to efTect an 
entrance into that port, in consequence of your orders 
that they should be conducted to Brazos Santiago. 
The cai^ of one of them is composed in great part, 
and of the other entirely, of provi^ons, which the con- 
tractors chained with providing for the army under my 
orders had procured to fulfil the obligations of their 
oontract. You have taken possession of these provi- 
sions by force, and against the will of the proprietors, 
one of whom is vice-consul of her Catholic Majesty, 
and the other of her Britannic Majesty; and whose 
rights, in place of being rigorously respected, as was 
proffered, and as was to be hoped from the observance 
of the prindples which govern among dvilized nations, 
have> on the contrary, been violated in the most extra- 
ontinwy manner opposed to the guarantee and respect 
due to private property. 

Nothing can have authorized you in such a course. 
The commerce of nations is not suspended or inter- 
rupted except in consequence of a solemn declaration 
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of blockade, ooinmaiucated anil estsblisfaed in tbe form 
prescribed by interaatioiwl law," &c. &c. 

The reply of General Taylor was b master-pteoe ; 
be retorted aa tbe Mexicans the charge of b«^iiiDing 
tbe war: 

" Od brealdng up my camp at Coipua Christi, and 
moving forward trith tbe anny under my orders to 
occupy tbe left bank of tbe Rio Bravo, it was my 
earnest desire to execute my instroctiDns in a pacific 
manner ; to observe tbe utmoet regard for tbe personal 
rigbts of all citizens residing on tbe left bank of tbe 
river, and to take care tbat tbe religion and customs a! 
the people should suffer do violation. With this view, 
and to quiet the mindB of tbe inbat»tants, I issued orders 
to the army, enjoining a strict observance of tbe rights 
and interests of all Mexicans residing on tbe river, and 
caused said orders to be translated into Spanish, and 
circulated in the several towns on the Bravo. These 
orders announced the spirit in which we proposed to 
occupy the country, and I am proud to say tbat up to 
this moment the same spirit has controlled the operations 
of the army. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado I was 
informed by a Mexican officer tbat the order in question 
had been received in Matamoras ; but was told at the 
same time that if I attempted to cross the irver it would 
be regarded as a declaration of war. Again, on my 
march to Frontone I was met by a deputation of the civil 
uuthorities of Matamoras, protesting against my occu- 
pation of a portion of tbe department of Tamaulipas, 
and declaring that if the army was not at once with- 
drawn, war would result. Wlrile this communication 
was in my hands, it was discovered that the village of 
Frontone had been set on fire and abandoned. I viewed 
-tins as a direct act of war, and informed the deputation 
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that tbeir coBomumcatiixk would be Rucwered by me 
when opposite Matamoras, whidk was done in respectful 
teraos. On resching the river I despatched an officer, 
high ia rafik, to convey to the commanding general in 
Matamoras the expression of my desire for amicable 
retatioos, and my wiUingnees to leave open to the use 
of the citizens of Matamoras, the port of Brazos, until 
the question of boundary should be definitely settled. 

Notwithstanding these repeated assurances aa the 
part of the Mexican authorities, and notwithstanding 
the most obviously hostile preparations <»> the light 
bank of the river, acconqumied by a ri^ non>inter- 
course, I carefully abstained from any act of hostility — 
detennined that the onus of producing an actual state 
of hosUlities should not rest with me. Our relatimt 
remained in this state until I had the honor to reccave 
your note of the 12th instant, in which you denonnoe 
war as the alternative of my remaining in this position. 
As I could not, under my instructions, recede irom my 
positimi, I accepted •the alternative you offered me, and 
made all my dispositions to meet it suitably. But, still 
'Willing to adopt milder measures before proceeding to 
othu«, I conte«ted myself in the first instance with 
ordering a blockade of the mouth of the Rio Bravo, by 
the naval forces under my orders — a proceeding per- 
fectly cMiacnumt with the state of war so often declared 
to exist, and which you admowledged in your note of 
the 16th instant, relative to the late Colonel Cross. If 
this measure seem oppresmve, I wish it borne in mind 
that it has been ftwced upon me by the course you have 
seen fit to adopt. I have reported this Uockade to my 
govemnent, and shall not r^nove it until I receivt 
instructions to that effect, unless indeed you desire an 
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armistice pending the final settlement of the question 
between the governments, or until war shall be fonnally 
declared by either, in which case I shall cheerAilIj open 
the river. In regard to the consequences yon mention 
as resulting from a refusal to remove the blockade, I 
beg you to understand that I am prepared for them, be 
they what they may." 

In the interim, preparations had been made by both 
parties with great activij^; and a circular had been 
insidiously disseminated through the American army 
inviting the naturalized foreigners in its ranks to desert. 
This degrading proposition was everywhere treated with 
contempt, and had no influence whatever on those to 
whom it was addressed. 

Hostilities at last commenced.- General Taylor had 
made a depot of arms and munitions of war at Point 
Isabel. At the time of the funeral of Colonel Cross, 
he learned that twenty-five hundred Mexicans, of all 
arms, had in two bodies crossed the Rio Grande for the 
purpose of interrupting the communication between Fort 
Brown and the depot. As one part of this force had 
crossed above, and the other below Matamoras, two 
parties of dragoons were detached, the one with orders 
to reconnoitre one division, and a second the other. 

The one which ascended ihe bank of the river, was 
commanded by Captain Seth B. Thornton. After a 
march of about twenty miles, his Mexican guide refused 
to go farther,alle^ngthatthe country was filled with Mex- 
ican troops, and Captain Thornton was obliged to proceed 
without his assistance. Having reached a small Addenda 
or rancho, surrounded by a thicket of cbapparal, he 
entered the enclosure in single file, and found that he was 
hemmed in by a force of five bundred Mexicans, com- 
manded by Torrejon, a brigadier-general. The American 
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fi)rc«, which numbered lesa than fort; saddles, was at 
once formed, and a diai^ was ordered by Thornton, 
with the hope of being able to cut his way through. He 
was successful in escaping, but was gitimately retaken. 
' His command was beaten back by the overpowering 
force of Mexican foot, which appeared at eveiy point of 
the hammock. Captain Hardee, on whom the codUDiuid 
devolved, then surrendered himself and party, and were 
immediately taken to Matamoras. 

The loss of the Americans, in this afiair, was one 
officer (Lieutenant G. T. Mason), two sergeants, and 
eight men killed^ with twenty-ei^t officers and men pri- 
soners ; being one-third of General Taylor's mounted 
force. The party of Captain Ker, which proceeded down 
the river, did not find any traces of the enemy. 

On the 28th of April, a volunteer officer, named 
Walker, since become distinguished, and now a captain 
of mounted riflemen, attempted to proceed from Point 
Isabel to Fort Brown, with a small party. He was, 
however, driven back. On the 2dth he succeeded in 
communicating to General Taylor, from Major Monroe, 
commanding the depot, the &ct that the Point was 
menaced by a large force. 

It was obvious at once, to the mind of every military 
man, that General Taylor could not maintain bis position 
a single day, if the enemy obtained possession of the 
depot, and he at once resolved to open the communi- 
cation, at all hazards. The breast-work, therefore, which 
had been thrown up in front of Matamoras, was confided 
to Major Jacob Brown, a veteran officer of the 7th in- 
fentry, with two companies of artillery, commanded by 
Captain Loud, and Major Brown's own regiment. This 
was on the 1st of May. 

In the meantime, General Aiista had assumed corn- 
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mand of the Mexican forcea st Matamoras ; and ekher 
did, or pretended to, constme General Taylor's move- 
ment as b retreat. In a bulletin sent to the cit^ of Mex- 
ico, he spoke of it as a fact, and assured the nation that 
it had gained a bloodless triumph. 

On the same day, but a few hours before, the Mexicea 
general- in- chief lefl Matamores to join the forces already 
thrown forward on the north bank of the Rio Grande. 
General Taylor marched with all his available forcu 
towards Point Isabel, and was not overtaken by Arista. 
IV latter was certainly anxious to do so. Failing in 
this, an attack was made on Fort Brown, on the Sd of 
May, from a battery of seven guns, which were soon 
silenced by the fire of the fort. The Mexicans were 
not, however, intimidated, but returned to the attack 
with shot and shell, which, notwithstanding, did but 
little serious damage. 

Qeneral Taylor at the bead of his troops had marched 
to the depot, and there heard the filing. A party hav- 
ing been sent to reconnoitre, returned with information 
that Major Brown could very well maintain his position 
againat the Mexican assailants. The result of the first 
day's bombardment, the Mexicans affected to think a 
victory, and drew from it the conclusion that the Ameri- 
can army, in courage and t/dil, was the infeiior of 
their own. 

During the nig^t of the 4th of May, a body of Mexi- 
can troops crossed the river, and threw up a strong 
battery in the rear of Fort Brown, from which, as weU 
as the city, a heavy fire ww opened on the tnoraii^ of 
the 6tb. Before the close of the day, however, the 
Mexican guns were ulenced. 

On the 6th the lire was renewed, and the shot otd ■ 
Aa\l were thrown with great accuracy. The size of the 
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naric, however, and the Bmsll number of men left to 
^lefimd ita area, rendoed Uw loss of life far lesa than 
-would have been the case, had its gairtBon been ample. 
Eailjr oo diis day, Mqoi Brown was struck by a diot, 
vfhich carried off one of his legs, and so sbatteied his 
ncrroos system that two days alierwards, amputation 
iiaring in the meantime been perfonned, be died. Ma- 
jor Brorwn was an officer of great distinction, and was 
t^ietted by all who knew him, as a loss not only to his 
regiment and the anny, but to the coustry. In its ser- 
vice he had grown gray,and had served in every climate, 
and under the nwst trying circumstances, with honor and 
reptdation. The command then devolved on Captsin 
Hawkins, of the same regiment. The keen percefrtion 
*rf General Taylor had enabled him to foresee the result 
of the attack on Fort Brown. He had therefore left 
with Its commander the most distinct orders to defend 
bimsdf, at sU hazards to risk no rally, and in case of 
being surrounded, to fire his heavy guna at stated inter- 
vals, which would infonn htm of die fact. After the 
Mexican battery in the rear had opened its fire, this 
B^al was given, and General Taylor immediately set 
out to return to the gallant defenders of the fortress. 
The Mexican general also understood the signal, and 
redonlded his eSbrts to overpower the garrison beforp 
Taylor could arrive. At thb crisis Fort Brown was 
sammoned to surrender. The commander positively 
refusd, replying, <' That he did not understand Spanish." 

The firing, which had temporarily ceased, was again 
renewed with more intensity than at any previous time. 
At this crisis the ammunition was nearly exhausted in the 
fort, and the garrison was compelled to remain almost 
inactive. 

On the morning of the 7tb the fire of the Mexican 
Vol. n 3 
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batteries was heard again, with (he exccptioa of the one 
in the rear of the fort, which had been taken- to Mata- 
moras. The fire did not, howeTcr, last long. It was 
from time to time afterwards resumed. A few men had 
deserted iram the fort, and having informed the Uext- 
cans that the garrison was almost without ammunition, 
the latter changed their course, and evidently evinced a 
determination to force the besieged to expend the small 
supply they yet possessed. From time to time they Bp- 
proacheil near the fort, but were driven oS by the excel- 
lent practice of the American artillery. After night on 
this day, under the command of Captain Mans&eld, of 
the engineers, the army levelled a few natural and arti- 
ficial defences of which the enemy had taken advantage. 
A few volleys were fired after midni^t, and the cannoi^ 
ade was resumed on the next day. 

On the 8th of May, at noon, the garrison was nearly 
exhausted by (he length of the bombardment, and 
scarcely paid attention to the shells Uirovn among them 
from Matamoras; At length the fire ceased. A long, 
loud, and heavy cannonading was borne on the winds 
from towards Point Isabel. Every breath was hushed, 
every ear was attentive. Again and again it sounded. 
They knew that General Taylor was advancing. The 
firing told them that he, too, had an enemyin front, and 
the simultaneous cheer which burst from the lips of every 
one showed how confident they were as to the result of 
the contest. The people of Matamoras heard the firing 
and the cheers of the garrison, for immediately forces 
were thrown forward to reinforce the Mexican army, and 
the bombardment was again begun. A new battery, 
the fourth, was then opened on the fort. At nightfall 
all again became quiet, and it was time ; for during the 
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tiTMty-four boilTs three biuii^d solid and hcdlow shot 
had foUco whfcin the partpet of Fort Bromi. 

Ttie dgnal gnns harried General Taylor from Point 
Isabel, which he left on the evening of the 7th, with 
titenty-one bandred men, and a train of two hundred 
Ewd fifty wagons. He had determined to fight the enemy. 
On that night he encamped about seven miles from 
Point Isabel. At early dawn be reaamed bis march 
wMiout any obstacle, until noon, when the vangoard 
repotted that the Mexican army was drawn up in battle 
airay. He was soon after informed that it bad foUen 
beck towards Fort Brown. The train and troops again 
advanced until they reached a level pnitrie, surrounded 
l^a grove, Imown in the country as El Palo AUo, The 
American army advanced brtween two small fresh wa- 
ter lakes, each of which was bounded by chapparol^ a 
thicket of cactus, meschete, and various spiuy shrubs 
peculiar to the countiy, and almost impenetrate. 
Across the ^tame the Mexican forces were again arrayed, 
in die following order: On the ri^t was a regiment of 
lancers, next aitilleiy, and next in^try of (be tine, with 
other troops of the three arms alternating on the prolonga- 
tion of the de[doyment. 

The train was formed at once into a compact square, 
and General Taylor deployed his column. While this 
manceuvre was being executed, Lieutenant J. E. Blake, 
since dead of a wound received by the accidental dis- 
charge of his pistol, made a recoaniNSsance of the whole 
Americau line in so galUnt a manner, as to elicit the 
pnise of the whole army. The report be delivered to 
CSeneral Taylor on this occasion, subsequently verified 
by sure information, evinced a militaiy eye and know- 
ledge, vrhich gave the most brilliant promise for his 
future career. 
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The two ttrmies were sow withw seren hustbed . 
paces of each odier. The Mexican stood fim, and 
the American with silent step (the pnuiie was eovered with 
dense grass) was closing up. The artillery and horse 
moved up, and the only sound beard was the ntftlit^f of 
the equipage of the men and guns. I'he Mcxicui bat- 
teiies at this tioac opened on the American line, which 
was formed as follows : 

Oo ibe right was the 5th iofantty, commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel M'lntosh; next to which was a 
troop of flying artHIery, commanded by Major Binggeld. 
The 3d in&ntiy stood next, and was commanded by its 
senior captain, Lewis N. Morris ; on its left were two 
ei^Ceen-pound guns onder the direction of Lieutenant 
W. N. ChurchhiU, of the 3d artillery. Beyond the 
heavy artillery was the 4tfa infontry, commanded by Major 
G. W. Allen. The 3d and 4th idintry brigaded together 
were commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel John (rarland ; 
and the whole, besides two squadrons of dragoons com- 
manded by Captains Km* and May, were led by Colonel 
Twi^s of the 2d dragoons, since become a general. 
On the left were the artillery battalion commanded by 
Lieutenant- Colonel Childs, a troop of li^t artillery com* 
manded by Captain James Duncan of the 2d artillery, 
and the 8th inflMitry nnder Captain W. R. Montgomery. 
This brigade was commanded by lientenant-Colonel 
Belknap. 

The whole Mexican artdlery, which was dispened 
along their line, poured a heary fire into the American 
army, which had adrapced by head of columns, deployed, 
and baited. The heavy artillery of Churchhill began to 
fire, and Duncan's and Ringgold's batteriea ruriied into 
the open prairie and fired with a rapidity almost in- 
conceivable. The Mexicans fired badly, their balls 
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pasnnp ibr tbe gnatest pot orrr tbe American line, 
viaiK the Amsiicaa light artiUeiy delivered their iriiot 
wilh a preciHOn rat«ly equalled and never sarpaned. 
At kflt the in&ntr^, maddened by inactivity, while the 
aitilleiy were so busily engaged, became impatient, 
'nie Mtodcan cavalry also prepared to chai^. 

General Torrejoo at the head of a body of Mexican 
cavalry sought to pass our right for the purpose of at- 
tacking die train, which, under the charge of Captun!) 
George Grossman and Frederick Myers, were in the rear 
of the army, guarded only by one squadron of dragoons, 
(Ker's.) The 3d and 6tb in^try, with half of Ring^ 
gold's battery, commanded by Lieutenant Randolph 
Ridgely, were thrown forward to repei this attempt. 
Torrejon, however, continued to advance with a force 
of horse and foot, and the 5th in&ntry was thrown into 
square ; on its right were a few mounted Texans, while 
Ridgely unlimbered and with a few rounds of. grape 
drove back the infantry of Torrejoo. The lancers, a 
first-rate regiment, numbering more than a diousaad 
saddles, dashed up almost to the 5th. Thia vetenua 
regiment wheeled into square, and by a fire from one ai 
its fronts scattered them. Th^ were not yet routed, a 
part of tbe re^ment continuing to advance towards die 
train. The 3d in&ntiy was, however, ordered by Colo- 
nel Twi^ to meet them, firom iriiom tiiey at once 
retreated in colunm of squadrons. Ilien Ri<%dy ad- 
vanced with hia guns, and their retreat become a route. 

Bjnggold was not idle, but kept up an intense fire ; 
Duncan too was busy on die left. At last the prairie 
grass to<^ fire, and the vast masses of smoke hid firom 
view the enemy's line. After a combat of about two 
hours, tbe enemy ceased to fire, and retreated to form a 
new line of battle. This is a hazardous manoeuvre at 
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bII times, uid, when well executed, q>eBks v<JuEaeB 6^t 
the discipline of the troops who peribmt it. The Mexi- 
can general formed a oew line. A change of tbe Ameri- 
cxa position became necessary, which was efiected so 
that Churchhiil's ei^teeos stood where the Vesicas 
cavalry had been drawn up. The new Mexican position 
was in front of a dense chapparal, and was exceedingly 
strong. ' 

The action began again. Our artillery filed evi- 
dently with more accuracy than before. A charge of 
cavalry was ordered, which was ineflective fioin the small 
force of mounted men on the field. Night was nearly 
come, and the Mexicans prepared themselves for one 
last effOTt. A heavy fire was poured in, which mortally 
wounded both Major Riu^old and Captain Page. 

Colonel Childs with the artillery battalion (acting as 
infantry) advanced to the support of the artillery on the 
ri^t. A strong body of Mexican cavalry made a de- 
monstration on this part of the American line ; to resist 
which, the battalion formed square. Tbe American 
ei^teen-pound guns then opened on the Mexican car 
valry, and rooted them. Several volleys of musketry 
were received and given by the battalion ; one of the 
first of which wounded an officer (Lieutenant Luther) 
and killed several men. 

General Arista made one other effort to gain tbe 
American rear, by turning tbe left flank. This move- 
ment Captain Duncan saw and checked, until the Stb 
regiment could be brought into position. He, with his 
subaltern (Rolaiid), manosuvred with great skill and 
courage, and drove the enemy before them several timea. 
The Mexican officers rtkUied their columns, and brought 
them again to the attack ; only, however, to be beaten 
to pieces by tbe iron hail of Duncan's battery. 
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Ki^t came at last, and the American umy bl- 
Tooabked iifaere the enemy had stood. Tbe.aoldien 
sank, weary, or the ground, overpoweied with tb« 
fatigue of a hard-fbugfat figtit. They knew that lepoae 
WBfl necesaaiy, to enable tfaem to Ixsr the l«nnt of an- 
other battle, which no second-si^ was necessary to fore* 
tell for the morrow. The dragoons were in the saddle duiw 
ing the whole night, to prevent a surprise. The Mezicao 
forces did not, however, molest tbem. General Taylor 
Called a council of war, which was unanimous in ad- 
vising him to advance in the morning, and give the 
enemy battle. 

The force of General Taylor was twenty-one handred 
strong ; that of the Mexicans certmnly not less than five 
thousand. The American loss was four men killed, 
and three oQiceis and thirty-seven men wounded. The 
Mexicans lost two hundred killed and four hundred 
wounded, besides many by desertion. Their loss, in 
kiDed, wounded, and missing, was but Uttle diort of 
one thousand men. 

Early on die morning of the 9tfa of May, the enemy 
b^an to rtireat from Palo Alto towards Fort Brown, 
their rear being covered by numorons and well-appointed 
lancers and other cavalry. About five miles fi«m tbeir 
last stand, they halted at La Resaca de la Palma. Dur- 
mg the preceding day and n^t, they had thrown up at 
this jdace a breastworic, and posted &ree batteries, com- 
plet^y closing all access to Fort Brown. 

La Resaca, or the nRrtn«, is crossed at right an^ea 
by the road, and is about fifty yards wide and four feet 
deep, and, in the rainy months, the seat of a stagnant 
pool, which covers the road. Beyond La Resaca, is 
thick dtapparal, between which and its outer bank die 
enemy were formed, in two lines. The second was com- 
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pleteljr abritered by th« natural ghtcis of the bank, while 
the other stood just vidiin a desse line of- chapparBl.* 
Large leinforeenenta, during the oi^t, made th»r aum- 
Der Dttariy seven thousand strong, and they were abo 
strengthened by iatfenchments and a strong natural po- 
rtion, llieir vtUieryi posted most soient^cally, eoib- 
manded completely the narrow road over which it was 
necessary to attack them. 

As soon 66 the enemy had retreated, Gener^ Taylor 
re>&rmed his anny in Ime of battle, and advanced by 
heads of column until he readied the edge of the cbAp- 
paral, where he halted, and threw forward his -light in- 
fontiy troopB^ommanded by Captain George McCall, of 
Ae 4th in&ntry, to reconnoitre. 

This service was performed most ably and Spiritedly 
by Captain McCall, who was fired on by one of the 
Mexican batteries. The information was promptly con- 
veyed to the corps d'omiA, when General Taylor ordered 
Ringgold's (now Ridgley's) battery, and the 3d, 4th, and 
5th infantry, to attack die enemy. Tlie liglA inlantry 
was divided, the one half under Captain McCall and the 
oth«' commanded by Captain Charles F. Smith, of the 
Sd artillery, flanking to the ri^t and left. 

Captain George A. McCall is an officer of much dis- 
tinction. His first Gommisnoa dates from July 1st, 
1822, ^en he eitt«ed tbe army as second lieutenant 
of the Ist in&ntry. Captain McCall was long aide-de- 
camp of General Gaines, accompanied him in hb various 
expeditions, and earned the reputation of being one of 
tbe best soldiers in the army. Transferred subsequently 
to the 4th infiintry, bis present regiment, he became a cap- 
tain, S^ember 31st, 1836, at which time he Was ordered 
to Fkflida, where he remained until the 4th was traas- 
finred to the Arlcansas frontier. Here Captain McCall 
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peribtm«d mijtch dUty of a confidential character in rela- 
tion to &e Ridge and Boss difficntty, and remained in 
the Cherokee nation until the regiment was remored to 
join General Taylor by way of New Orleans. No officer 
was more conspicuous than he at Palo Alto and Xia 
Resaca. For his services there he has been breveted a 
major and appointed an essistant adjutant-general. The 
citizens of Philadelphia, of which city he is a native, 
have also presented him widi a sword as a token of their 
admiration. 

Major McCall is about thirty-seven or thirty-nine 
years of »ge, has seen much service, and is an officer of 
great ddll and efficiency. 

Lieutenant Randolph Ridgely rushed up in front of 
the enemy's batteries, firing and changing position so 
. freqnendy as to defy their gunneiy. Under the cover of 
his fire, the 5lh, one half of the 4th, and the 3d foot 
dashed at the enemy's left. Major McCall had, in the 
meantime, attacked the ri^t, and the 8th foot advanced 
to the attack in double quick time. At this moment a 
long, loud cheer rang down the American line with such 
hearty good-will that its moral elTect was scarcely less 
than the heavy fire which was at the same time delivered. 
The fire of the three Mexican batteries was now concen- 
trated on lUdgely's mounted artillery, aud had their 
practice been equal to his own, he must have been cut to 
pieces. The 3d infantry, under a veteran officer, Cap- 
tain L. N. Morris, came to his aid. The 3d and 4th, 
under Major Allen, had scrambled through the t-happa- 
ral and formed in the ravine. 

The 8th infentry and the light troops of Captain 
Smith now feced to the right flank, and swept the ene< 
my in that direction. 

The enemy fou^t on the defensive, but extremely 
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well. Thej were all veterautToc^; heroes of a hundred 
battles, (as Arista before the action said); buttheygradual- 
ly gave way before the American bayonet. They fled from 
die ravine, which was immediately occupied by the Ame- 
rican line. Eren then, one of their guns having been 
captured by the American infantry, they cbai^d the 
ravine, which was swept by theii batteries. 

The strongest position of the enemy, however, was 
a battery vhich enfiladed the whole line of the army. 
Captain May, of the 2d dragoons, had during the whole 
battle been held in reserve, and sat at the head of his 
squadron. The military eye of the general saw that it 
was a time for the action of horse. He gave the order, 
and May obeyed. He was but a captain, and could not do 
otherwise. His charge was delivered boldly and well, 
when we reoiember it was the first cavalry cbai^ made 
in the American army since the days of Lee's le^on 
and Colonel Washington's horse. The squadron after 
the charge was rallied by Captain Lawrence P. Graham, 
of the 2d dragoons, a young officer, second to none in 
the army. 

The charge was an important one ; during which, a 
Mexican officer, Don Romulo de la Vega, a brevet 
brigadier-general and commander of the battery which 
had done so much mischief, was captured in the act of 
applying a linstock to a loaded gun. Captain May had 
the honor of receiving his sword. As May was about 
to give the order charge, to his squadron, Ridgely, who 
with his batteiy was on the fiank of the cavalry, saw 
what was going on, and recommended him to wait a 
moment until he (Ridgely) drew the enemy's fire. May 
did wait, Ridgely delivered bis fire, received the ene- 
my*s, and then &e dragoons chai^d in good style and 
did what they were ordered to do. 
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The charge of th« dragoons had driven the enemy 
from the battery; but before the horse were rallied they 
were remanned. Before a fire coald be delivered, Colo- 
nel Mclntofli, at the head of the 5th, carried the battery 
with the bayonet. The Mexican aitillerisls fought with 
their ^chions and rammers until they were nearly alt 
'cut down, and the Americans had gotten in Ae rear of 
the carriages. 

The 8th and 5th chained up La Resaca, and drove 
the enemy from the field. 

No general ever commanded better troops than those 
of General Taylor; and the evidence is, that every 
officer v4io met the enemy hand to hand, distinguished 
himself. A few instances, as they illustrate the army, 
and seem to have in the scheme of this book no more 
appropriate place, may be told here. Lieutenant Charles 
D. Jordan, of the 8th toot, when that regiment and 
McCall's light infantry faced to the right and chained 
the enemy, fell, wounded. As he lay on the ground, 
Ldeutenant George Lincoln, of the same regiment, who, 
bora of a historical family, has since sealed with his 
blood his devotion to his country, saw a Mexican in the 
act of bayoneting him. Immediately rushing forward, 
he so disturbed the Mexic8n*s equilibrium that the bayo- 
net passed through the officer's arm, instead of his breut, 
and at the same moment Lincoln, who was a strong and 
muscular man, cleaved him to the chin. 

When the 3d and 4th regiments charged the chap- 
paral, they became of course scattered, and almost 
evety officg; was thrown on his own resources. Here 
Captain Buchanan, of the 4th, and his subaltern (Hays) 
distinguished themselves. At this point (across the 
ravine). Hays chained knee-deep in water, and seized 
by the head the mules of a gun the enemy were seeking 
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to carry off, while another subaltern (Woods) seized a 
haodspike, and gave, by main force, such a diiection to 
the wheels that they became entangled ia th» trunk of a 
tree, so that the gun remained with the 4th. The Mexi- 
can cavalry then charged these officers, when Barboui, 
of the 3d, a ypusg captain, came to the rescue, and 
charged the Mexican horse with the bayonet. In this - 
rencontre, a Mexican lieutenant-colonel of cavalry was 
killed by an American sharp-shooter. 

Captain Buchanan, of the 4th, having joined with 
such men of his regiment as he could rally, the 5th, 
commanded by Colonel Mcintosh, charged the chappa- 
ral, into which the Mexicans had been driven. The 
instant Colonel Mcintosh penetrated this, his horse fell 
dead, and he was attacked by a bevy of Mexicans. He 
received three fearful bayonet wounds, and was boroe 
half-dead from the field. The regiment, for the rest of 
the day, was commanded by Major Stanniford. 

After May's charge, the two lines had become so in- 
volved, that Ridgely was forced to sujspend his fire. 
Captain Duncan's command had been entirely unen- 
gaged. They were now with Smith's li^t in&ntry, 
thrown across the resaca. Ker's dragoons were also 
thrown forward, and commenced a fire on the enemy. 
Duncan came up just as Mcintosh, with his regiment, 
had passed the chapparal, and fell, wounded. The bat- 
tle had now become a pursuit ; and Lieutenants Woods, 
Hays, Cochran, and Augur, with a few men from every 
regiment engaged, unexpectedly found themselves at the 
head-quarters of General Arista, of which they took 
possession. A Mexican officer having reconnoitred, 
cbac^d them, at the head of a squadron of lancers. 
They were received with a volley, but still came on. 
The Americans took refuge in the thicket, Lieutenant 
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SE8ACA DE LA PALHA. 4& 

Cochran remaining^ alone io the pathway down which 
they came. He fell dead, with seven lance-tbrasts. 

The enemy still maintained a few isolated portions, 
from which Uiey were succesmvely driven. The last 
Mexican fli^ which waved ov«r the battle-field was 
that of the coast-guard of Tampico, an old and veteran 
regiment which had figured illustriously in the civil wars 
of the republic, and in the resistance made to the attempts 
of Spain to recover its ascendancy. The soldier who 
bore it, when all else was lost, sought to retun its 
honor, and tearing it from the staflF, attempted to escape. 
He was, however, cat down by a nameless trooper <^ 
the 2d dragoons, and the E&ot-tora and blood-stained 
standard was taken from his bosom. Thus was vroa 
perhaps the proudest trophy of La Resaca, while the 
name of its captor even is unknown. In a foreign ser- 
vice the dragoon would have been honored by promotion 
and a decoration ; in our own he might have expected 
at least that ray of fame which sometimes plays arotmd 
the pompon of the private as well as the plume of the 
general. 

About the time that the battle of the 9th of May 
b^an, Lieutenant Blake, of the topc^^phical en^eers, 
died by an accidental discharge of his own pistol. He 
had gone the day before within one hundred yards of 
the enemy's lines, reconnoitering them, and had brought 
valuable information to General Taylor of their strength 
and disposition. He died r^;rettiiig he was not killed 
the day before in action. He was a native of Phila- 
delphia, and an ornament to the army. 

A brother officer of the army* famished the follow- 
ing account of the reconnoissance of the Mexican forces 
on the field of Palo Alto by Lieutenant Blake, on the Sth 
of May: 

* LieuteiMat-Colaiisl Duncu. 
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" After the line of battle had been formed. General 
Taylor rode down the line and sorreyed his commaod. 
Well might he be proud of his little boDd, and venture 
into a fight with the odds of three to one against him. 
I must conf^ I never saw such perfect composure and 
indifference in my life. Every man was as cool as po^ 
sible, and had they been going to take dinner, could not 
have appeared more mdifferent. At this time Gaieral 
Taylor bad not the slightest knowledge as to whether 
the enemy had any artillery or not. The long prairie- 
grass prevented any one from dbtingnishing it, when 
masked by men in front of the pieces. What was to 
be done? It was an all-important point. Captain May 
was ordered with his squadron to go fonvard and recon- 
noitre the enemy, and if possible draw a fire from their 
artillery ; but to no purpose. They took no notice of 
him ; and the general was no -wiser than before. Lieu- 
tenant Slake then proposed to go forward alone and 
recoBDoitre. I was dose to him, and volunteered to.go 
with him. He consented, and we dashed forward to 
within eighty yards of their Unty the whole army 
looking on us with astonishment. Here we had a fiill 
view. Lieutenant Blake alighted from his horse, and 
with his glass surveyed the whole Une, and handed it to 
me. To satisfy his observation I did so, and returned 
him the glass. Just then, two officers rode out towards 
us ; I mentioned it to Blake, and requested him ia mount ; 
he quietly toM me to draw a pistol on them. I did so, 
and they halted. Scarcely had he reported, when they 
opened th^ batteries upon our Une, and the work of 
destruction ctHomeiiced. Our batteries at once answered 
thnr fire, and somi we were enveloped in a cloud of 
smoke. Our examination proved to be correct; they 
had seven pieces in one battery, and five in another, to 
which we had ten jneces exposed." 
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CHAPTER IX. 

TAYLOR.— (ConJmuftl.) 

ADMTioan Iom — Flight of th« Mexicanft— Mezioui 1dm— Cdo' 
nel Hb;— DMth of Hajoi Brawn— ^Eotcli of hia life— Ex- 
diange of priMKien — Captoie of MatttnuiTU — Garland's oz' 
peditioD. 

Is spite of the defeat of Ibe prerious day, Arista 
seems to have anticipated a victory. His camp is said 
to have been brilliantlj AimiBhed, and tbe victora en- 
joyed a repast prepared beforehand by the Mexicans in 
sure anticipation of triumph. Lai^ supplies of ammuni- 
tion, small arms, and the private service and equipage 
of the general were captured by our army. 

There were many killed on our side, among whom 
were Lieutenant Inge, who fell in May's chai^, Lieu- 
tenants Cochran and Chadboume, of the 8th' infantry'. 
Lieutenant' Colo nel M. M. Payne, acting inspector-gene- 
ral, Ijeutenant> Colonel Mcintosh, Captain Hoe Mont- 
gomeiy, Lieutenants Dobbins, Fowler, Gates, Jordan, 
Fetden, Maday, Burbank, and Morris, were wounded. 
General Taylor's forces were not greater certainly than 
&ose who won the battle of Palo Alto, and that number 
was diminished by die detail necessary to guard and 
attend to the many sick, wounded, and-, prisoners. 
Thirty-six men were killed and seventy-one wounded. 

Af^er the enemy was driven from the whole prairie, the 
artillery battalion and Ker's horse were ordered in pursuit, 
and followed him with great rapidity. The Mexicans 
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retreated ptle-miU to the river, crossed it, disgrscefult^, 
it is said, the general-in-chief and second in command 
leading the flight The Mexican force in the action was 
certainly not less than six thousand, and dieir loss must 
have been immense, as the worlcing party on the next 
day huried two hundred of all g^des. The loss of 
killed and wounded of the Mexican forces in the two 
battles has been estimated at nearer two than one thou- 
sand. 

Completely identified by popular opinion with this 
action is brevet Lieutenant-Colonel (Carles May. This 
oflicer is a son of awell tnown phy»cian of Washington, 
District of Columbia, and was first appointed in the 
army by General Jackson with rank as a second lieuten- 
ant of the 2d dragoons, from the 8th June, 1836. He 
immediately proceeded with the first detachment to 
Florida, where, in 1839, he had already become a first 
lieutenant, and on the 2d February, 1841, was promo- 
ted to a company. May was a bold, active officer, sta- 
tioned in almost every part of East and West Florida, 
and did much duty. His career in Florida was, however, 
without any striking event. He was alwaj^ remarica- 
ble for a profinsion i^ brown hair, and a beard which by 
no means improved his personal appearance. For his 
services at Palo Alto, May received ttie brevet of major, 
though the report shows that be absolutely had no oppor- 
tuni^ to do anything; and for commanding in the 
cbai^ by which the Mexican battery and General La 
Vega were c^tured, he received the brevet of lieuten- 
ant-colonel. He was subsequently at Monterey and 
Buena Vista, but his services there were not con^icuous. 
A short time after the capture of Monterey, Colonel May 
was unlucky enou^ to &11 into an ambuscade and lose 
a part of his command. 
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DilATH OF M^OE BROWN. 4» 

These two battles, the defence of Fort Brown and 
capture of Matamoias, make together a little campaign 
cf rare consequence, and fiilly exhibiting the prowess of 
the army. All the credit'is due to it The iaorels were 
shared by none, for in the command there were sot two 
dozen volunteeis. 

The garrison of Fort Brown heard every ^ot fired 
on the 8th and 9th of May. Though hemmed in by 
the Mexicans, it was impossible to divine on which side 
victory was disposed to stoop. 

On the morning of the 8th, the fire of the enemy cut 
down the flag, which was nailed to the stafl" by an officer, 
under the concentrated fire of the Mexican batteries; 
and, at ten o'clock, a sortie was made by ten men, 
headed by a sei^;eant, who burned the Baminero, a ran- 
cbo, whence th^ Mexican sharp-shooters were able to 
annoy the garrison. 

At two o'clock on the 9th, Major Brown died, in one 
<^the bomb-proo&, to which be had been removed. At 
the lime of his death, the place was perfectly silent, and 
he died in die arms of the men and officers of his r^- 
ment 

This gallant officer was a native of Vermont, a 
" Green Mountain Boy." At the commencement of the 
war of 1812, he entered the army as a private sentinel, 
and, from that station, fought his way up to the one 
which he so gallantly filled at the time of his death. 
His merit was soon perceived in the active service re- 
quired last war, upon the northern frontier, and quickly 
won him an ensign's commission. He was in nearly ail 
the hard-fought hatdes on the Niagara, during the years 
1813-14. Before the close of the war, be obtained a 
lieutenancy, and from that rose by regular gradations to 
tiie rank of major; in which capacity he has served 

D,g,nz»-it.,CuOglf 



tSO eEMEEAL OmCEMS. — TATLOK. 

from February 27, 1843. At the time of his death, he 
was about fifty-eight years of age, aud had served thirty- 
four yeara in the army. He was in active service during 
the whole period of the Florida war. His habits of exact 
discipline and strict accountability, made his services 
always in request. Possessing the confidence of his 
superiors and the good-will of those under his command, 
he was an offices in the proper acceptation of the term ; 
one who had learned his duty and habitually performed 
it, and took care that others should do so. 

Soon after the firing of the light artillery was heard, 
every man sprang to the parapet, and every eye and ear 
was distended with anxious suspense. The batteries 
from Matamoras then opened also. The American am- 
munition was almost exhausted, and the heavy guns 
were only fired &om time to time as signals. At last, 
the firing of cannon at La Resaca grew more irr^alar ; 
dien the musketry began to cease ; and, finally, all was 
silent. The battle was decided ! Who was the victor? 
The city of Matamoras also seemed to sympathize with 
the garrison, and no music broke from it — no peal of 
bells was heard. 

About six o'clock a confiised mass of gaudy lancers 
and cavalry rushed to the river bank, with all the evi- 
dences of a routed army. Then the garrison gave one 
long cheer, to which the people of Matamoras could 
make no response. 

The country, between the battle-field and Fort Brown, 
is rough, and of dense chapparal growth, and in it a 
la^ number of the Mexicans took refuge ; but massei 
still fled to the river, abandoning everything in their 
flight. Then one of the guns of the ft>rt was turned on 
die fugitives. At this moment the pumiii^ column 
wheeled around an eminence, and saw the Ammcan 
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Sag above Fort Brown. The American dmnis md fifes 
baited, and struck up the Star^Spaogled Banner, \riiile 
tbe column continued tbe pursuit. The advance of 
dragoons, the artilleiy battalion and li^t troops, bi- 
vouacked on tbe bank of the river. 

There had been, during the whole operations of tbe 
Mexican army on die north side of the river, a cODBtsot 
communication kept up between it and Matamoras, by 
a feny above Fort Brown. To that place tended the 
whole of the routed Mexican forces, to escape irooi 
pursuit by a single ferry-boat. For the possession of 
this, horse and foot fbu^t repeatedly; and once, when 
filled with exhausted and wounded soldiers, it was 
charged oa and taken possession of by a platoon of 
lancers. The maimed and crippled went down toge- 
ther. Priests, colonels, and drummers were swept oS* 
by the waters of the Rio Grande. 

Long custom had taught the dty of Matamoras to 
look on the Mexican soldiery as anything but protectors, 
and on the night of the 9th were seen six thousand 
wanderers in its streets. Every hour tbe wounded were 
brought in in panniers of skin on the badcs of mules, 
and their groans and the wailings of the w(»nen made 
night hideous. The substantial dtizens fled for pro- 
tection elsewhere, the tradesmen were anxious for the 
American army to save them from rajune, and the dis- . 
omtented officers in every lonja were loud in denouncing 
the cowardice or incompetency of their generals. 

General Arista having proposed an exchange of 
prisoners, Captains Thornton 'and Hardee, Lieutenant 
Lane, and their commands, were exchanged, grade for 
grade and man for man. 

On the next day General Taylor marched back to 
PcAnt Isabel to confer with Cranmodore Conner, the 
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connnaitdCT rf Ibe naval forces on the gulf. A conjoint 
attack was made by tiie atmy and naval forces on 
Barita. The land portion of thfe expedttioD Wsa cftm- 
manded hj Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, 1st infantry. 
The town surrendered Tithoiit resistance. 

On the evenutg of the 14th General Taylor returned 
to the Bio Graaie, 4'liere Ins whole force had been 
concentrated, and resofred at once to attack Matamonts 
by a cMijoint moTement of himself and Colonel V^^lsdn 
frith the garrison from Barita, which was arranged for 
the 17th of May. 

Orders for C<Anel Twi^s to cross had already 
been given, wbcntiie Mexican general, Regnena, crossed 
to confer wiQi the American commander, proposing 
an armistice. This General Taylor at once rejected, 
because he knew Ae dty of Matamoras was filled with 
arms, &&, and that time was only sought to convey 
them away. The interview was unsatisfactory, and 
General Regnena left, saying that he would return at 
3 P. M., a promise be did not fulfil. On the 18th, 
OaptMD Bliss; assstant adjntant-general, and Captain 
Forbes Britton, of tiie 7th, sounded a parley, and were 
met by a dvil deputation. Captain Bliss assured them 
of protection in petatnt and property, and promised 
that their reli^^on sbonid he respected, at the same time 
that he demanded Ute Borrender of Matamoras and the 
public property it costamed. The prefect assured this 
officer that no rew B t a nee would be made to the entry 
of the American troops. 

During this parley the American army was crossing 
above the town, and when the result was told the 
whole paraed over. The first American flag be- 
yond the Rio Qrsnde was raised by Captain Cro- 
ghan K*r, df the Sd dragoons, over Fort Paredes. 
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The troops, except a lAere guwd> £d not enter Ute 
city on that night. The misaon of Regntea ' was 
BSoertained to be a mere rUM to gun tiiae, Arista 
daring the parley having bete busy in concealing and 
carrying away arms, mot^ticnu, fto. On the ev^ting 
of Ute 18th Arista began hla retreat, carrying with 
lum fear thousand men and two %bt field-pieces, and 
Jeaving behind him his sick and wounded. This act 
evinces eitb^ that the Mexican fiiUy appreciated the 
chivalry of the American army, or proves him one of 
the most heartl^^ villains that eter Uved. 

The passage of the American army was achieved 
without difficulty, except that liieutenant Geoi^ Ste- 
phens, second dragoons, was swept by the current from 
hia horse, and drowned. On the 19th, formal posses- 
sion was talcen of Matamoras, of which Colonel Twi{^ 
was appointed goTemor. 

General Taylor, after taking possession of his con- 
quest, sought at once to ascertain the position of his 
«Kmy, and for that purpose detached Ker's and May's 
squadrons, and Walker's handfbl of Texans, under 
Colonel Garland, to follow on their traces. After an 
absence of three days, during which he penetrated sixty 
miles. Colonel Garland returned to Matamoras with 
twenty-two prisoners and an ammunition wagon cap- 
tured from a rear-guard of the enemy. Arista was 
about twenty-four hours in advance of the cavalry. At 
one of the ranches a Mexican asked whither the Ame- 
rican troops were going, and when told in pursuit of the 
enemy, exhit»ted the greatest surprise, having heard from 
Ampudia that the American army was routed. The 
capture of Matamoras and expedition of Garland ter- 
minated the campaign fora time. The Mexican army 
of the north was annihilated ; and General Taylor, for 
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vant of troops and Bup^Jies, was forced to nsaaaa for a 
long time inactive. 

We have now passed a great crisis in General 
Taylor's life. We have watdied him a subaltern in the 
war of 1813f winning for himself fame and promotion. 
In the Black Hawk war his merit was conspicuous ; 
and in Florida he conmianded in an action which con- 
tributed more to the terminatioD of the war than any 
other which occurred. He was assigned to the ctHo- 
mand of the army in Texas when public opinioa was 
entirely unformed in relation to him; fought two of 
the best battles which have taken place on the con- 
tinent ; terminated a campaign in twelve days, and made 
his name historical. So brilliant had been the merit he 
exhibited, that even c^isure was disarmed ; and tbou^ 
a nation praised him, no one dared to find fault. His 
name became at once the property of all ; and the 
sobriquet given him by his soldiers, in their hours of 
relaxation, was adopted by the world. He was become 
a great man, and in his subsequent eventful career has 
done nothing to forfeit it. 
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CHAPTER X. 

TAYLOR— (Coniinttwi.) 

VblvmMeM bHSlen to the «eal t^ mi — Arislk's praDimoiuiMiito 
— Mi« and other poats iBkBo— Adnnn to Senlvo— The 
AjBotioaa army encompe at the Wahiut Springa — ^AppM^ 
ance of the city of Monterey — Worth' b operations — Twiggs's 
operations— General Butlet — Articles of capitulation — Lou 
of the Americana. 

VoLnTTTEEBS began to huny to the seat of war from 
aQ psrts of the country, and the most distinguLihed men 
of Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi, hastened to the 
scene of strife. In the beginning of June, General Tay- 
lor vas in command of about nine thousand men, seven 
hundred and fil^ of whom were stationed at Barita, and 
fire hundred at Point Isabel. It is to be regretted that 
at this time General Taylor was usable to march on 
Monterey, which doubtless would have surrendered 
without resistance. Had this been the case, the sabse- 
quent stand made by Santa Ani^ at Buena Vista must 
have taken place beyond San Lw8, and the defeat of 
that general would have placed the metropolis of &e 
republic in the hands of the invader. 

The Mexican people, however, nerved themselves for 
another stand, and collected a lat^ body of troops at 
Monterey, which doubtless would have been far more 
formidable had not the' whole nation been distracted by 
a revolution or pronunciamento of Arista, against the 
actual president. An election toolc place on the 16th 
of June, by virtue of which Faredes became president 
Vol. n. 5 
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and Geaeral Bravo the Tice-preudent of the tepubUc. 
Under the new administration General Arevalo was 
assigned to Monterey, against which it was obvious 
General Taylor would march, and which was strei^;th- 
ened and fortified with all the resources of the repubUc. 

During the month of June men were collected from 
all parts of the Union. The transportaton, howeTer, was 
not supplied until late in August, when, with six thou- 
sand men, General Worth advanced to Seralvo, where 
the head of his column arrived eariy in the month of 
September. 

In the meantime McCnlloch's Texan rangers had 
seized Mier, Camargo, Reynosa, and other posts, with' 
out resistance. The people of Tamaulipas were abso- 
lutely conquered, and acquiesced in the commands of the 
invadeis. The whole countiy was gradually occupied. 

On the 5th of September General Taylor was informed 
by General Worth that Ampudia, widi three thou- 
sand men, had occupied Monterey, the whole force 
within the walls of which was more than four thousand 
strong, without counting the la^ armed population of 
the city, and the hordes of rancheros that would for 
defence, &c., huny to it. On the 7th of September, 
General Taylor advanced towards Seralvo, leaving Gene- 
ral Patterson in command of the commissariat depots 
and the few troops stationed at Matamoras. From 
Seralvo General Taylor moved towards Monterey with 
six thousand men. 

As the army advanced it became more obvious that 
another battle was to be anticipated, and more than once 
the ecla^eara of our army and the oudying Mexican 
posts came in contact. 

On the 19th of September, the American army en- 
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camped at the Walnut Springs, about a league from 
Monterey. 

The city of Monterey is the capital of the present 
state of New Xieon, and by far the moat important pout 
of all the provincias intermu. It is situated in the 
midst of a table-land, surrounded by lofty mountains on 
three sides, whiJe on the other (the east), were strong 
stone walls, on which was a tbnnidable array of artil- 
lery, overlooldng bU the paraphernalia of fostta and 
bastions of the days of Cohom. This work was of that 
school of defence of which the Spaniards were k> fond, 
and of which they left such monuments in Italy, in the 
low countries, at Calao, at Vera Cruz, St. Augustine, and 
Pensacola ; wherever in feet they penetrated. Kot 
only was this the case, hut every house was a cita- 
del, the massiTe walls and grated wbdows of which 
might shake the heart of any invader. The flat and 
turreted roofs afforded a safe refuge, which defied 
pursuit, and made the woman or the invalid, anned 
mth a broken tile, a most formidable adversary. Every 
street was barricaded, and every strong poation taken 
advantage of. To attack this city, now garrisoned 
with ten thousand fighting men. General Taylor had 
come with seven thousand soldiers. 

The despatch of General Taylor thus reports the 
detuled appearance of the city and Mexican positions : 
on the north side of the city, a strong work had been 
thrown up, which closed all approach by way of the 
MoncIovB road ; while the road to Saldllo was defended 
by the Bishop's Palace, a strong turreted building, and 
batteries erected on enunences near it, filled with artil- 
lery. The eastern road was also commanded by various 
strong positions. 

General Taylor, an old Indian fighter, more prone 
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pvkaps to lode at natuni objects tbu at the vorks of 
art, BBw at osce from the contour of the bills and 
gorges, that it was poarable to turn them towards the 
south, and after satiafyittg himself by a reconncussance, 
o»st suoceatifully made by Major Mansfield of the corps 
of aigineers, that thm was the tact, General Worth was 
wdered to mardt with his division on the 2(Hh, to tun 
the bill <» which stood the Bishop's Palaoe. 

The command of Qeneral Worth was the secosd 
division, composed of Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan's 
light utillery, the artillery battalion ocunmanded by 
Lieuteoant-Coloiiel Childs, and the 8th in&ntry, under 
Captiun Scrireu; which were united into « brigade, 
under tibe command of LieiUenant-Cqlcnel Staniford. 
The horse artillery of Lieutenant Mackall, the 5th and 
7th iniantry, commanded by Major Martin Scott and 
Captain Miles, together with one company of the Tolun- 
teers (Blanchard's), formed a second brigade, under 
the command of Brevet Brigadiei^General P. F. Smith, 
colonel of mounted rifles. Colonel Jack Hays's Texan 
nugers mounted, completed this division. 

Aftei- leaving the Walnut Springs, or Botque de Santa 
Domingo, the peculiar i^fficulty of the country ren* 
dered it impossible to reach the front of the works of 
the enemy towards Saltillo, beiiHe six P. M. To 
effect this, a road was opened in a masterly manner, hy 
Captain Sanders of the engineers. The work in front 
of which General Worth halted, was a battery on an 
isolated hill, called La Independaiday half way 4ip which 
was the famous PaiatAo del Obispo. From this point, 
reconnoissances made under escort of Hays's mounted 
men, towards the intersection of the Presquina Grande 
road, along which Worth marched, and that to Saltillo, 
satisfied him, that he would meet with resistance in any 
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ftttenipt to carry tbe positjoiu in front of him. Tbew 
were TtTj importsnt iirooi tbe &ct that tbcy cmd- 
manded the communicatioD to iSaltiUo, and alM on 
aceonnt of thai great natoral straigtb. 

On the morning of the 21st, in two columni, so »• 
tanged as to present a front readily in any directioa, 
H&ys's men and li^t companies of the brigade, in open 
order, covering Duncan's batteiy and the artillery, ateh 
of which headed a column, were ibrown forward, and 
at six A. M., at a hacienda near the foot of the mountam, 
came on a strong Mexican force of horse and foot Tbe 
Mexican lancers rushed upon the Texans, who received >■ 
them with a heavy fire. The light companieB also fired, 
and Duncan's battery and half of MackaU's, in the 
course of one minute, had unlimbered and commenced 
action. 

Tbe first brigade formed line at once and commenced 
firing, while the second, which could not be deployed on 
account of the nature of the ground, ttos held in re- 
serve. In the course of fifteen minutes the enemy were 
driven 00", leaving on the ground one hundred lulled 
and wounded. Among the former was Don Juan Ne- 
pomuceno Najira, colonel of the regular regiment of 
lancers, picked' care^y out and fliot by a Texan rifle- 
man, as he charged at the head of his men. Tbe 
Texans and first brigade pushed forward, and managed 
not only to cut ofi* the escape of the fugitives into 
the city, but obtamf d possesaon of the defile which is 
the point of union of all the roads to Monterey on that 
side. 

Ttie command was halted in this gorge and fiirther 
reconnoissance made, which showed that no atlaclcs 
could be effective on the ci^, until the exterior forts were 
captured. Captain C. F. &nith was then ordered to 

D,g,nz»-it.,CuOglf 



60 GEMUUL OPFICKES. — TATLOB. 

storm the nearest hill, La Federadon, and then a fort 
called La iSb/dotia, about tax hundred yards beyond the 
fint, the two guarding efiectually all die approaches to 
the city. This command consisted of four companies 
(K, 3d, B, 3d, and G and H, 4th artillery) of the ar- 
tillery battfilion, and Greene's, McGowan's, R. A. Gil- 
lespie's, Chandler's, Ballowe's, and McCuUoeb's com- 
' paoies of Texan riflemen, under Major Chevalier, acting 
in co-operation — in all about three hundred effectives. 
It was impossible to mask the movement of the storm- 
ing party. The enemy threw into the command a har- 
assing fire, which being seen, a support of two companies 
of the 7th was thrown forward, and the enemy gradually 
driven after a bard contest up the hill. At this time re- 
inforcements to the Mexican force on Ae brow of the 
hill were seen approaching, and the whole 5th and 
Blanchard's company were ordered forward under Gen- 
eral P. F. Smith. As he advanced General Smith dis- 
covered that he coiild without great difficulty make an 
attack on La Soldada, which with the 6th, 7th, and 
Blanchard's company he did. Captain Smith in the 
meantime captured La Federacion and turned its gun, a 
nine-pounder, on La Soldada,and marched immediately 
to attack it. General Smith, however, carried it in gal- 
lant style, having been reinforced by Colonel Hays, who 
bad with his command returned from special service in 
time to participate in this attack. 

The batteries on La Federadon ^pd La Soldada were 
then turned on the Bishop's Palace, as before stated, 
situated on La Loma de la J^ndependencia, on the other 
side of a valley but six hundred yards wide from crest 
to crest. Before any demonstrations could be made, a 
violent storm ensued, and night coming on, the opera- 
tions of the day tenninated. All who could be spared 
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from datj slept on their arms until three in the moniing, 
- when preparatioDs were made for an attempt to carry 
La Loma He la Independent. 

The stomung party was commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Childs, and connsted of I and G of the 4th, and 
A, 3d (artillery battalion) ; three companies 8th infiintry, 
(A, B, and D,) nnder Captain Scriven, \ritli two hun- 
dred Texan riflemen, under Colonel Hays and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Walker (captain of lilles), acting in 
co-operation. This party was conducted by Captain 
Sanders and Lieutenant Meade, of the military and 
topographical engineers. By dawn of day, under shelter 
of the weather, the command reached a pontion within 
three hundred yards of the crest on which, anticipating 
the attack, the enemy were stationed. The commands 
of Colonels Childs and Hays then rushed to the attack, 
after a well directed fire, with bayonets and clubbed 
rifles and kiuves, and carried the work. The enemy had 
previously withdrawn the cannon ; and it was then dia- 
covered that no impression could be made on the walls of 
the palace by rifle or musket. At this time Lieutenant 
Roland, belonging to Duncan's company, was ordered 
to bring from the m^n camp a twelve-pound howitzer. 
In two hours (aided by fifty men from the line, under 
Captain Sanders, military engineers, for the purpose of 
selecting the route least difGcult) that officer had his 
gun in poafion on the summit of an acclivity between 
seven and eight hundred feet. A fire was immediately 
opened from the howitzer, covered by the breastwork 
of the captured battery, upon the palace and its out- 
works, four hundred yards distant, which soon produced 
TiMble impression. 

Various light affairs then ensued, and a heavy sortie 
ma made from the palace to r^in the crest of La Loma. 
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This effort was repulsed by laeutfatant-CoIonel Ch^da, 
vbose conmuuMl was flanked on the light and left i^ 
Hays's and Walker's Tezans. In the retreat the enwtj 
-vere so closely pressed that two compaiues of %ht 
troops, QDder Ci^tain VintOQ, entered the pakioe with 
them, and raised over it the American flag. The gune 
of the castle, a dx-inch howitzer, one twelve, and two 
niDe-pDunder gnns, with the light artillery of Suncaa And 
Madcall, were then turned on the retreating Mexicans 
as they filled the road, a prolongation of one of the 
streets of Monterey. The guns were so posted as to 
play upcm La Plaza de la Capella, which tbey did with 
terhiic effect ; and the whole division was concentrated 
around the palace for the purpose (^ assaulting the city 
on the next day. 

At ten o'clock on the 23d, a heavy firing told General 
Worth that his chief was at wivk on the other side cd 
the city, and that his own orders ba.d miscarried. Two 
columns of attack were at once tH^anized to move alcmg 
^ two principal streets, leading from his positi(»i, in the 
direction of the great plaza, composed of light troops 
slightly extended, with orders to mask the men wherever 
practicable; to avoid those pomts swept by the enemy's 
artillery ; to press on to the first plaza (Capella) ; to get 
hold of the ends of streets beyond, then enter the 
buildings, and by means of picks and bars break through 
the longitudinal section of the walls, work from house 
to house, ascend the roof, and place themselves in 
equal position with the enemy. The light artillery fol- 
lowed by sections with a reserve strong enough to pro- 
tect the pieces against cavalry charges, and the whole 
operations in that quarter. 

The Mexicans had buricaded every street w^ walb 
of masonry, pierced with embrasures. They bad poa- 
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sesaioa <^ ever; enn&nM*, and by a croning fire of 
masketiy from windows, mBde the approach to eraj 
tiuuadra, or crossing, peculiaily dangerous. Under all 
tbaa the Btorming columns worked their way Kteadiiy, and 
hy dut^ had captured a la^ butldii^ vhich overlooked 
tbcchid* defences. Before morning, on the roof of this, 
two howitzers and a six-pound gun were placed. 

Bdbre dawn, die hour fixed for the attach, a Bag was 
sent to Genural Worth, asking a suspension of fire. 
The -circnm stance was at once reported to General Tay- 
lor, who proceeded to General Worth's head-quaiters- 
wbere subsequently terms were agreed on. 

On the east side of the city the woi^ had been almost 
as warm. General Twi^;s, at the bead of a division 
composed of Lieutenant-Colonel Garland's brigade 
(the 3d and 4th infantry and Bragg's li^t arttllety), 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson's brigade (the 1st in- 
fiintry and Baltimore volunteers), were ordered to make 
a diveision against the east side of the city, in favor of 
Worth, who was on the west and south. Under a gaU- 
ii^ fire the Baltimore battalion was ordered to attack the 
'front, and the r^ulars the rig^t and rear of the woriu 
on tlie e*st side. The enemy were driven from diCM 
works, and pursued mto the city by the 3d and 4tb 
in&ntry. The strong barricades, however, made it im- 
possible for them to make headway. The enemy here 
bad barricaded every street, and each company was 
necessarily obliged to act under its own captain, inde- 
pendently, and after a simple of six hours drove the 
enemy fi^m eveiy position in the suburb. The 3d 
in&ntry and part of the 4th then ei^ered the town again , 
and by a well directed effort, sustained by the action of 
Ae volunteers, earned positions which controlled the 
•nemy'a most advanced and strongest btitery. 
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lite volunteer divtsioD, commanded b; Major-Gea»- 
ral W. 0. Butler, an officer appointed under the law of 
1846, adranced against 6as woik. Hie first iHigade 
(Quitman's) continued to advance, baving in Iront of it 
three companies of the veteran 4th iniantiy, wiait Butler 
entered the city more to the left. The covering par^ 
of Quitman's brigade, vbile leading the advance, was 
received with a fire that struck down one-fonrth of its 
officers and men, and forced it to halt for a reinforcement 
of two companies then seen advancing. The volunteers 
continued, however, to advance, and carried the work 
in handsome style, taking five pieces of artillery, miidi 
ammunition, and thirty prisoners. 

Major>General Butler, at the bead of the 1st Ohio 
r^ment, entered the town, and at once discovered that 
no good could result from such a movement. General 
Taylor was about to order a retrogression, when he heard 
of the capture of a strong work made by General Pil- 
low, of which he resolved to retUD possesion. Soon 
after General Butler was severely wounded, and the 1st 
Ohio regiment was recalled. 

Parts of all the regiments engaged were under cover 
of General Qnitraan's battery and buildings on its fixmt 
and right. Hither Bragg's and Ridgely's flying batteries 
were advanced. The second position and other defences 
of the enemy now kept up a cortstant fire on this work, 
to which General Taylor had come. Here, too, was 
General Twiggs, who, in a short time, turned all the 
captured guns on their former owners^ under tiie direc- 
tion of Captun Ridgdy. Webster's moK eflfeclive 
howitser battery soon arrived, however, and rqdeced 
them. 

Lieutenant Garland, with parts of the lit, 3d, and 
4th infantry, and the Baltimore volonteeis, now eaterad 
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tix atj and advanced beyond La Pumta 4b la Puritnma, 
a bridge, for the puipose of Btorming the uecond battery. 
It ivas impossible, howerer, to turn thii ; and, after a 
contest for sonae time, tbey Trithdren. With CoIoDel 
Gariand's command was Ridgely's battorf. 
' The Mexican lancers had attacked the Ohio and part 
of the Mississippi regiment, and, thonj^ beaten back, 
now made a demonstration towards the citadel. They 
were, however, dispersed by a mixed command, under 
Captain MUler, of the 1st in&ntry, and Bragg's batteiy. 

Ridgely's battery and the f^ulars of the 1st divivon 
kept watch on the city during the nig^t, and the remain- 
der of the troops, except the 1st Kentucky, were with- 
drawn. During the ni^t, under Lieutenant Scarrit, of 
the engineer corps, the captured works were made more 
secure. 

The object, on this ade of the town, had been 
achieved, but with a great loss of men and officers; 
among whom were either kilkd, or mortally wounded, 
Captain Williams, topographical engineers ; LieutenanU 
Terrett and Dilworth, 1st in&uAiy ; Lieutenant Woods, 
3d infiintry; Captains Moins and Field, Brevet-Major 
Barbour, Lieutmants Irwin and Hazlitt, 3d iniantry ; 
Lieutenant Hoskins, 4th in&ntry; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Watson, Baltimore battalion; Captmn Allen and Lieu- 
tenant Putnam, Tennessee regiment, and Lieutenant 
Hett, Ohio r^ment. Many others were wounded, and 
a targe proportion of the rank and file shared the perils 
of the day. This occurred on the day that Generel 
Worth carried La Loma de la Independencia and its de< 
pendencies. On the 22d but little was done in the lower 
part of the city, hostilities being confined merely to 
occasional firing. During the night, the enemy evacuated 
jdl 'dteir defences there. lluB was reported by Gene- 
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ral Quitman, who was ordtred, with hisi>ngsidey to «at(!t* 
the city, covering bis men as prudently as possible. Gaoen- 
ral Twiggs, with the other troops, being held in reserve^ 
Qeneral Taylor went forward in person, and swertsiqed 
that General Qailman was flgbting his way towards the 
Plaza Grande. The Texan 2d was then dismountedf 
and, with Brag^'s battery, under General Hendersoa, 
was thrown forward, followed closely by the 3d r^neat 
United States io&ntry. 

With aze and mattock, as had been done 04 the 
other siile of the town, these men ajlvanced through 
the city, piercing the walb of the houses in a direction 
paralld to the streets. All firing of arUllery on the 
plaza, on our part, had now to be suspraded, in c<»ise> 
quence of the vicinity to it of Henderspn's and Quit- 
man's command. At night, Qoitman's brigade was re- 
lieved by General Hamer. Worth, in the meantime, had 
advanced within a short distance of the main square, 
fi-om iht south and west. 

On the next day it was meditated to make an attack 
from both sides ; but, early od the morning of that day, 
Ampudia made propositions to evacuate the town. A 
personal interview between the two geuerals took place, 
and the following terms were agreed on : 

" Akticle I. As the Intimate result of the opera- 
tions before this place, and the present position of the 
contending armies, it ia £^eed that the city, the fortifica- 
tions, cannon, the munitions of war, ud all other public 
property, with the undermentioned exceptions, be sur- 
rendered to the commanding general of the United 
States forces now at Monterey. 

A&TiCLS II. That the Mexican forces be allow^ to 
retain the folknring anas, to wit: the o(»]uaissioned 
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offiters tfanr nde^nns, the Inftntry tbor ums and 
aeCoutremrats, tbe caTnlry ikeii anas and BCGOutreiDejits, 
Um artUIery cme fietd-battery, not to exceed ax pieces, 
MfMl twentyKne roratds of amaunitioD. 

AftTKLC EH. That the Mexican armed forces retire, 
within seven days from this date, beyond the line formed 
by the pass of RinMrnada, the city of Linares, and San 
Fernando de Preras. 

AeticleIV. That the dtadel of Monterey be eractt- 
Bted by the Mexican and occuped by the American 
AH«es t(^niorrow morning at ten o'clock. 

Abticle V. To avoid coIlisionB, and for mutual 
oOBTenience, that the troops of the United States vill 
not occupy the dty nntil the Mexican forces have witb- 
drarm, except for ho^tal and storage purposes. 

AttTicLE VI. That the forces of the United State* 
vrill not advance beyond the fine ^lecilied in the 3d 
article, before the expiration of c^ht weeks, or until 
orders or instmctions of the respective governments can 
be received. 

Akticle VII. That the pnbUc property to be deli- 
vered, shall be tnmed over and received by, officers 
appi^ted by the conooaadiog geoeFals of the two 
armies. 

Akticle VIII. That all doubts as to the meaning 
of any of the preceding articles, shall be Kilved by an 
equitable consb:nctton, or on principles of hberality to 
tiie r*tiri»g army. 

AsTiCLE IX. That the Mexican flag, vrfien strnck 
•t the dtftdel, may be saluted by its own battery. 

Done at Monterey, Sept. 24, 1846." 

The following were the killed and woundtd officers 
of the whole besieging force at Monterey : 
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Of Qeneral Twill's division, Lieutenant-CcJmal 
W. H. WatsoD, Baltimore volunteers ; Captains Morris 
and Fidd, of the 3d infantry ; Brevet Major Barbour, 
of the same regiment ; Lieutenants Terrett and Irwin, 
of the Ist, brevet J4euteuant Woods, 1st, Lieutenant 
Haslett, of the 2d, and Hoskins, of the 4tb, United 
States infantry, and forty-six enlisted men, were killed. 
Majors Lear and Abercromlue, c^ the 3d aad lA 
in&ntry, Captain^ Beinbridge, of the 3d, Lieatenant 
Diiworth, of the 2d, and Graham, (ance dead), of the 
4th, were wounded. One hundred and sixteen men 
were wounded. 

Of General Worth's division, Captain McKavett, 
of the 8tb, was killed, and Lieutenant Russell, of the 
5th, was wounded. Nine privates, &c., were killed^ 
and forty-eight wounded. 

General Butler and Colonel Mitchell, and Jjeu- 
tenants Anmtrong, Master, Niles, and McCarty, of the 
Ohio regiment, were wounded ; lieutenant Hett was 
killed. Of the Tennessee re^ment. Captain Aiign and 
Lieutenant Putnam were killed, and Major Alexander, 
Lieutenants Scudd^r, Nixon, and Allen, wounded. 
The men of both these raiments suffered severely. 
The Misaissipju je^iaeat had its lieutenant-colonelf 
McCInre, and .four other officers, wounded. The 
Texan and Kentucky regiments also suffered. 

This feat of anns was a brilliant one, and affected 
both Mexico and the United States greatly. It diar 
organized the Mexican army, and gave the undisputed 
ascendency for a long time to the American general in 
the north of Mexico. 
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DMcr^tion of MoDteref—Diswtis&ction in ragmnl to tin 
oonrention— T&yloT's expUnatioa— AdTance to Tiotor»-> 
Scott takes command—March to SaltiDo— Battle of Buera 
Vista — Victims of the battle— Taylor's forced inactivity. 

Gbnesal Tatlok iiDmediately established his head- 
'quarters in Monterey) and took steps for the protection 
of the Mexican people. The city was found to be far 
stronger even than had been imagined, and to have 
been fortified with the most consummate art. The 
population of the dty was about fifteen tbonaand, and 
their condition was &r better than that, probably, of 
any other part of Mexico. 

Through the dty ran the river San Jnan, diriding 
it, crossed by the bridge La Parissima,' leaving the 
larger part between it and tiie lofty ridge of La Sierra 
Madre. Towards the east was a gentle swell, covered 
with fields of cane and com, and here and there chapparat. 
The army ascended this slope, and saw from a^ the 
preparations made to welcome them. The dty, sur- 
rounded by trees which half hid its white waDs, re- 
called the old Moresco dties of Spain. At the foot of 
this slope was a fort of large dze, of solid masonry; a 
work, the engineers said, only to be taken by regular 
approaches. 

On the west, peak above peak, towered the Sierra 
Madre; such a range as in all other lands has 
nourished a race of hardy mountaineers not to be 
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conquered. On the other tdde, through a deep gorge 
commanded by the Bishop's Palace, extended the road 
to Saltillo and Mexico. This was the only route 
throi^h vhich the Mexican army could hope to receive 
aid or to retreat, and vas the point against which . 
General Worth's eEForts were directed by General 
Taylor. Such was the city, every cros^ng of which 
was barricaded, defended by its population aad ten 
thousand troops. 

On the evening of the surrender, General Taylor bad 
carried every approach to the plaza, in which, bowevw, 
yet was collected a la^ and formidable force. Even 
then the city was not captured, and if in an attack the 
assaulting columns were beaten baclc, all the advan- 
tages gained were lost With General Taylor the pos- 
session of the city was a necessi^ ; if repulsed, the whole 
population of Northern Mexico would have risen on him, 
and not one of his command would have escaped. The 
Mexican troops had fought well ; they bad been driven be- 
fore the veteran soldiers of the army, and the men who had 
won the liberty of Texas, assisted by the resolute and chiv- 
alric citizen soldiers of the nation ; but had lost not qne jot 
of honor. They were the veterans of a hnndred battles, 
who would have won and earned immortality, but for 
the &ct that all their triumphs had been over their coui^ 
try's liberties. 

The result was doubtiiil, and Taylor was right in ac- 
cepting the surrender of the city as it stood. Had he 
insisted on an unconditional surrender, he must have fed 
hid prisoners with an impoverished commissariat or 
turned them adrift. All his officers coincided with him ; 
but there were found persons who censured him, and 
this surrender became the subject of an angry di^at& 
All now, however, coincide with him or are mleot 
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Hen a tbonsaiul miiee from a battle-field, may calmly 
Bcrntinizk die conduct of generals and point out fetiha, 
but a great, true-hearted people nerer see anything but 
(be result and the valor by which victory is von. 

Tie secretaiy of war, and even a higher personage, 
beCam^ mingled in tfiis cabal, and the surrender was 
discn^ed on the Soor of tiie house of representatives. 
It may not hi impn^er, in relKtidn to this matter, to 
quote General Taylor's own account of the circumstances 
wlra^ led to die capitulation. 

A Tetter from the general, dated October 13A, con- 
tains the following passages : 

"• • • • ■ • l%e convention presentBtwo distinct 
points: 

first, the permismon granted to the Mencan army 
to retire with tiieir anus, See. Secondly, the temporary 
cessation of hostilities for the term of eight weeks. I 
shall remark on these in order. 

The force with which I marched on Monterey was 
limited by causes beyond my contrd to about six thou- 
sand men. With this force, as every military man must 
admit, who has seen th« ground, it was entirely impos- 
aiWe to invest Monterey so closely as to prevent th(i 
escape of the garrison. Although the main communica- 
tion with the interior was in our possession, yet one 
route was open to flie Mexicans throu^out tiie opera- 
tions, and could not be closed, as were also other minor 
trades and passes throng the mounttuiis. Had we, 
dit^eforej in^ated on more rigorous terms than diose 
granted, the result would have been die escape of fte 
body of the Mexican force, with the destruction of its 
artery and magazines, our only advantage being the 
cafAure' of a few prisoners of war, at the expense of 
valn^Ie lives and itaiich dftmage to die city. Tht con- 
Vot. n. 6 
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BideraboD of huiDsaity vas (vesent to my mind dttrii^ 
the conference wtiich led to the conveoUoa, and out- 
wei^ied in my judgment the doubtful adruitages to be 
gained by a resumption of the attack upon the town, 
lliis conclusion has been fuUy confirmed- by lui inspec- 
tioQ of the enemy's position and means suice the Buireif 
der. It was discovered that his principal magazine, 
containing an immense amount of powder, was in the 
cathedral, completely exposed to our shells &om two 
directions. The explosion of this mass of powder, 
which must have ultimately resulted from a continuance 
of the bombardment, would have been infinitely disas- 
trous, involving the destruction not only of Mexicaa 
troops, but of non-combatants, and even our own people, 
had we pressed the attack. 

In r^ard to the temporary cesaation of hostilitieii, 
the fact that we are not at this moment, within eleven 
days of the termination of the period fixed by the con- 
vetition, prepared to move fonrard.in force, is a suffi- 
cient explanation of the military reasons which dictated 
this suspension of anas. It paralyzed the enemy during 
a period when, from the want of necessary means, we 
could not possibly move, I desire distinctly to state^ 
and to call the attention of the authonties to fte fact, 
that, with all diligeoce in breakmg mulev and setting up 
wagons, the first wagons in addition to our original tnun 
from Corpus Cbristi (and but one hundred and twen^- 
five in number), reached my head^quarters on tbe same 
day with the secretary's communication <^ October 13tb, 
viz : the 2d inst. At the date, of the surrender of Mon- 
terey, our force had not more than ten days' rations, and 
even now, with all our endeavors, we have not more 
than twenty-five. The task or ftgbting and beatinb 

THE ENEMY IS AHONS THE LEAST DIfTlCULT THAT WE 
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bkcmjkTCb — the great question of sapplies nccessarUy 
controls all tlie operations in a country lUte this. At 
dte date of the convention, I could not of course have 
foreseen thxt the department would direct an impOTtant 
dHaehment from my command without consulting me, 
at widtout waiting the result of the main operations 
imda my orders. 

I hare touched the promin^it military pcnnts inrolred 
in the convention of Monterey. There were other ctm- 
odendons which weighed with the commis^oners in 
fhiming and with myself in approving the articles of 
the conrention. bi the conference with General Am- 
ptuba, I was distinctly told by him that he had invited 
it to spare the further effusion of blood, and because 
General Santa Anna had declared himself favorable to 
peace. I knew that our government had made propo- 
sitions to that of Mexico to negotiate, and I deemed 
that Uie change of government in that country ^noe my 
last' instructions, fully warranted me in entertaining 
considerations of policy. My grand motive in moving 
forward with very limited' supplies' had been to increase 
the inducement of the Mexican government to nego- 
tiate for peace. Whatever may be the actual views or 
di^postion of the Mexican rulers or of General Santa 
Anna, it is not unkno'wn to the government that I had 
the very best reason for believing the statement of 
General Ampudia to be true. It was my opinion at the 
time of the convention, and it has not been changed, 
that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army and the 
sespension of arms, would exert none but a fovorable 
influence in our behalf 

Tbe resnlt of the entire operation has been to throw 
the Mexican army back more than three hundred 
miles to- the city of San Luis Potoai, and to open the 
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country to ili as fu u ire cboew to praetrste it up to 
the same point. 

It has been my purpose in this eommilmcatiaa not 
ao inucli to defend the convention fnna the cenmre 
which I deeply legiet to find imjdied in the aetTetary** 
letter, as to show tiiat it was not adopted witfaont 
cf^ent reasons, most of which occur of thoBMh'es 
to the minds of all who are acquainted with the con- 
dition of things here. To that end I beg that it may 
be laid before the general-in-chief and secretai^ of' 
war." 

This would seem on thn point to be final. 

It is a matter of curiosity that this capitulation, claimed 
in the United States to be so decidedly&voiable to Mex- 
ico, gave the greatest disaatisfootion to the MexicHi 
nation. General Ampudia was chained with hariog 
di^TBced the Mexican name, and was stripped of all 
command. Thou^ previously a man of importance in 
the annals of his country, he subraded into entire insig^ 
nificance, and took no part iji that aniea of evet^n^ch 
made the chief magistracy and hi^ office^ of the Mexi- 
can republic a prey to ai^ who had nerve enough to 
grasp the inngnia of command. Which of the two na- 
tions was right.' Geneiad Filasola, Minon, Colonel 
Mata, and other foreign ofiiceiB of distinction, in the 
Mexican service — militiuy critics in France, England, 
and Germany, have expressed the greatest admiration 
of Taylor's general^ip. Is it likely that they are all 
mistaken ? 

The city ww iaken possesion of, according to the 
terms of the surrender, and due humanity observed to- 
wards the conquered, ^o marched beyond the line 
agreed on in Ihe surrender, to he occujned by them dur- 
ii^ the armistice. This was terminated on ttie 13tb of 
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Oetober, hy « notiee sent to San Lok de Potosi, where 
the Mexican general bBd established his head-quarters. 

Immediatd; af^ tbe fimnal surrender of Monterey, 
QeBtmi WorUt wasordered to occupy Sahillo, a etrong 
position south of Montepey, and two thousand feet in 
elevatim -above it. General Butler was assigned to the 
command of Monterey, and General Taylor started for 
Vietoiia. Ja the meantime, Wool's army of the centre 
bad peae^ted, without resistance, as &r as Parras. 
Genend Taylor considered Parras and Saltillo both valu- 
able positions, inasmuch as, with the aid of an interme- 
diate post at Fatos, the two would be able to commu- 
aieate readily. 

1^ force of Creneral Wool was aboat twenty-four 
hanilred rata and six guns, while Worth had twelve 
hundred regulars and eight guns. At Monterey were 
two companies of artiilery, the skeletoa of the 4th infan- 
try, and General Butler's division of vd.unteerB, com- 
prinng the Ohio, Kentucky, and {ndiaHa troops, aU 
coDunanded by General Butler. 

Tampico was garrisoned by e^ht Aill oompanies of 
artillery and the Alabama regiment. Near Victoria the 
Mexican generaj, Uirea, was believed to be at the head 
of a strong body of horse. Major-General Patterson 
was accordingly instructed to march fromMatamoras on 
Victoria, with three 'regiments of volunteers from his 
division, one being the Tennessee oavahy. Geoeral Tay- 
lor left Monterey about the 15th of October, i^h the regu- 
lar troops, underBrigadier-General Twiggs, and the other 
regiments c^ General Patterson's division, under Briga- 
dier-General Quitman. At Montetoorelos, sixty-eight 
miles from Monterey, be wished to eSect a junction with 
Cf^nel B. Riley, and incorporate with the column the 
Sd Tenaes-oee regiment, under ordns ior that place. 
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With this force he widied to efiect a junction vrHh 
Major^Geoeral Patterson before Victoru. 

When General Taylor had gone as fat as Monterao- 
relos, he learned that Genera) Worth, ^o commanded 
at Saltillo, hourly expected an attack. General Quit- 
man was therefore sent with a field-batteiy to meet Gen- 
eni Patterxoa at Victoria, and he proceeded to Monte- 
rey, and thence on the 20th, with Twiggs's division, 
towards Saltillo. General Wool had, however, reached 
that post with the central army ; and General Taylor 
being informed of the circumstance, retraced his steps 
towards Victoria, whither on the 30th of December he 
arrived. When the enemy heard of the near apppoadt 
of Wool, he withdrew towards San Luis de Poton. 

The Mexican government, by means of great exer- 
tions, had collected another and a well equipped anny, 
which had been advanced agabst the invaders. The 
distinguislied Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, by 
far the most able man of the nation, in a miUtary point 
of view, had returned from exile on the 16th of August, 
1846, and in a short time had collected an army, and 
with money or other means had placed it in the field. 
He was the general under whose auspices the next battle 
was to be fought, and the perfection of military know- 
ledge, the strategy with which he manceuvred, the skill 
which enabled him to threaten Victoria, Monterey, San 
Luis, Saltillo, and even points on the shore c^ the gulf, 
were sufficient to convince all that he merited the iiime 
he had ^on. 

At this cri^. General Scott was ordered to Mexico, 
and by virtue of his office as commanding general of thb 
whole army, of course assumed the general direction 
of all operations. The history of the campaigns termi- 
nated at Maiamoras and at Monterey had shown cou- 
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dusireljr that no serious impreSBion could be made on 
the government of Mexico by blows atruck at iu remoter 
teiritories. The capture of alt that had been taken from 
it had Dot advanced the prospect of peace at all ; and it 
was evident that this could be attained only b; taking; po*- 
sessioQ of the capital and the ports, by which communt- 
cation was had with Europe. The first attempt, tliere- 
fore, was to be made against the city of Vera CruK and 
castle of San Juan. 

The siege of Monterey had shown conclusively that 
General Taylor's volunteers were amply able to cope 
with the Mexican army in any field, but it was also evi- 
deut that to approach such a work as San Juan, the best 
possible troops would be required. General Scott, 
therefore, felt himself called on to withdraw the regulars 
from General Taylor's army. The matter was not very 
important, as they numbered but about ^x hundred men, 
and the policy of the government, as intimated to Gene- 
ral Scott, before he leit Washington, was for the time 
to keep the wing of General Taylor on Ihe defensive. 
There is no doubt besides, that this act of Scott's was 
based on the supposition that new troops, as the govern- 
meat promised, would immediately replace the regu- 
lars and other forces he felt constrained to call for. 
The following is an extract of a letter, dated New 
York, November, 1846, immediately before he left for 
New Orleans and the seat of war : 

« I am not coming, my dear general, to supersede 
you in the immediate command on the line of operations 
render^ iUuStrious by you and your gallant army. My 
proposed theatre is difierent. You may imagine it; aad 
I wish very much that it were prudent, at this distance, 
to tell you all that I expect to attempt or hope to exe- 
cute- I have been admonished that despatches have 
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been lost, and I intm no q>eci»l moasrager at h^ai. 
Your imagioatioa will be sided hj the lettei« of th^ 
secretary of war, conveyed by Mr. Azmistead, Mitjiv 
Grahau, aod Mr. M'Laae. 

But, my clear general, I abaU be obligeil to take bm 
you moEt of the gaUast c^Bcen aod men (regulars and 
volunteers) whom you have so long and so ooblj oom: 
manded. I am afi^d Hat I shall, by imperious »e^a»r 
sity — the approach of ydlow fever on die gulf coast — ^ 
reduce you, for a time, to stand on the defensive. This 
will be infinitely pamful to you, and, for that leafon, 
distresnug to me. But I rely upon your patriotism to 
submit to the temporaiy sacrifice with cheerfulness. No 
man can better ^ord to do so. Recent victories place 
you on that bi^ eminence ; and I even &tter mysetf 
that any benefit that may result to me, personally, from 
the unequal division of troops alluded to, will lessen the 
pain of your consequent inactivity. 

You will be aware f^ the recent call for nine regi- 
ments of new volunteers, including one of Texas horse. 
The president may soon ask for many more ; and we 
are not without hope that coi^;iesB may add ten or 
twelve to the regular establishment.. These, by the 
spring, say April, may, by the aid of lai^ bounties, be 
in the field, should Mexico not earher propose. terms «f 
accommodation ; and, long before the spring (March), it 
is probable you will be again in force to resume offensive 
operations." 

General Taylor knew all tlus, end fully appreciated 
the motives of General Scott. On the 1st of Januaiy, 
therefore, and the few days alter it, the volunteer divi- 
sions of Generals Patterson and Pillow, and the brigaides 
of Quitman, Twiggs, and Worth, were detached for the 
purpose of acting vnder Scott, as he had directed. There 
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ia no ^oubt, had dtey not been iwitUnvn, that Ac Inttie 
of Bueaa Vista would ii»Ter have been fou^t ; but it is 
alto more than probable that, wkhout them, the wge of 
Ven Cniz would not have been termiaated with «uch 
briHiancy and auccess. 

General Taylor then retonied ftom V^toria to Mon- 
terey. He bad been detained for eante time at the for- 
mer pjace, widi the expectatioB of biingiog on aa ei^ 
gagement with General Urrea, said to be one of the best 
cavalry t^ceis in Mexico, who, att the head of a large 
body of lancera and rancheros, wan aonoyiag the army 
much by interraptii^ commutiication with the coast and 
attacking small parties. At Monterey, in the last of 
January, General Taylor was in command of four hun- 
dred and fifty regulars, of all arms, and a Tolunteer 
force sufficient to make his army, after reinforcement in 
Feituit^, ^ut lax. thousand strong. 

About this time som&checks were ^perienced, which 
showed A dispoation of the Mexicans to assume dte 
oti^nsive, and made action on the part of the American 
army necessary. Lieutenant-Colonel May having been 
sent out with a mounted force to obtain information, was 
attacked at a defile near Encaniacion, with some lots, 
and without beii^ able to act towtvds the enemy at all 
on tiie ofiensive. A force of Aikansas and Kentucky 
horae, commanded by Majors Sorland and Gaines, was 
also surrot^nded by General Minon. These circum- 
stances, and the evident tone of Simta Anna's strategy, 
which lopked towvds the cowotry between Monterey and 
Matamoras, induced General Taylor to march to Saltillo 
for the purpose of biding him and fightmg. He left 
Monterey, therefote, with a force of five thousand men, 
about fifie^i hundred remaining in garrison. He arrived 
at Saltillo, February 2d, and two days afierwsrds 
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tnarched b> Agus NnCTa, a strong position between San 
Luis and SaltiUo, ficm the latter of which it was distant 
about twenty miles. He encamped here, and busied him- 
self in maldog airangements for the disd^^e of his 
troops, until he remred news that General Santa Anna, 
at the head of an army of upwards of twenty Aoutand 
men, was marching ^;ainst htm. 

-General Taylor had resolved to fi^t Santa Anna 
should he cross the mountain ridge near him, and was 
resolved to defeat bim. On his march to Agua Nuera 
he had been struck with the portion of Boena Vista, 
only eight miles from Saltillo, whitber he proceeded. 

The day of the 22d of February was one of unusual 
beauty, even for the climate in which the American 
army stood, and everything gsve a fitvorable augury to 
our arms. It was a national holyday, and every heart 
beat hi^ with the knowledge that the whole republic, 
amid its rejoicings on the auniversary of the birth of the 
model man of the age, remembered its children, who had 
home the standard of the Union so gloriously abroad. 
Far in the rear the stars and stripes were seen waving 
over the fortifications of Saltillo, while a cloud of dust 
in the direction of Agua Nueva, and the munnurs borne 
by the wind, informed them tfaat the Mexican army was 
appTOBchmg. 

The assembly was beat from the head-quarters of 
General Wool at 11, A. M., and was answered- immedi- 
ately from the tents of the junior generals, and the stirring 
roll was taken up by choirs of drums and bugles of every 
regiment and corps. The line of battle was at once 
formed. The position was curious. Buena Virta is a 
hacienda on a plain benealfa a mountain pass or gap, on 
the ri^t of which is a deep ravbe, while on the left rise 
Uie ru^ed and stern peaks of the Sierra Madre, nowhere 
more precipitous. 
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Between the ravine aod tfae mooiitaia ia a range or 
spur of hilis, on the crest of which the American army 
was posted. At the foot of this ridge, close to the 
rv>ine, is the 3en Luis load, on wbidt Captam Wash- 
iogtwif 4th aitiUerf , with five pieces of light aitilleiy, 
were posted. The Mexican army was in front, between 
which and the Americans was a web of ravines, steep 
and difficult to cross, from the nature of the soil, which 
was a Ottss of smooth round pebbles. The flank of the 
American army could only be turned on a narrow piece 
of ground, sear the monntain, a circumstance which de- 
prived the enemy of much of the advantage of his great 
nttnterical superiority. The pontion could not have 
beffl) betta selected. The valley was but three miles 
wide, the road lay along the bed of a dried-up water- 
course, impassable to any 6ody of trtx^, and the other 
aide was equally well deiended by an impassable series of 
hills. As has been stated, Captain Washington's battery 
was posted to command the road, while tiie Igt and 2d 
DUaoisre^ments, under -Colonels Hardin and Bissell, 
each eight companies (to the latter of which was attached 
Captain Conner's company of Texas volunteers), and 
the 2d Kenti^clcy, under Colonel McKee, occupied the 
crests of the ridges^o.lhe lett and in rear. TheAricao- 
sas and Kentucky regiments of cavalry, commanded by 
Colonels Y^lt and H.-Marshdl^ occupied the extreme 
left near the base of the.mouDtain; while the Indiana 
brigade, under Br^dier-General I^ane (composed of 
the 2d and 3d regiments, under Colonels Bowles and 
Lane), the Misdssippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis,* 
the squadrons of the 1st and 2d dragoons, under Captain 

* Thia officer, with hia command and May's dragoone, subse- 
quently accompanied General Taylor to Saltillo, and did not occupy 
Ilia positioii m tbe 33d until the action wu about to begin. 



»-it.,Cooglf 



VE eCXtaAI. OFPICRM. TAYLOS. 

Sheen uul LieateiuBtrCotoael Hay, and tbe light tMtte- 
ries of Captaina Sbermui and Br^g, 3d aitillciy, ««e 
kdd in reaerre. 

Ttus order of battle will bear ^ most care£il scm- 
tiay. . It eviocea a tboioa^ apiureciatioa of all &e piina- 
ples of the higher strategy, iriiile its simplicity and bcili^ 
to be undentood by the vohmteen, by whom it was to be 
£»i^it, can not be too highly praised. It was diawn op 
by General Wool, and the troops were already on the 
march to tbeir poMtiona whm General Taylor aimed in 
dw camp from SaltiUo, whither he had gene to nnke 
airangeneuls for its defenee- in case of attack. The 
orders for the commencement of the actim all ema n ated 
from WooL 

Scarce^ had these amngements been made wfaeo the 
advances of tbe enemy were seen. They were, however, 
preceded by a Mexican officer, bearing a flag, and sum- 
ouming General Taylor to surrender to SaMa Anna , pro- 
mising the honors of war and good treatment. The 
<Hficer who bore the flag siao CMToborated the statement 
of General Santa Anna's note, that the Mexican force 
was more than tven^ thonsand strong. General Taylor 
declined to Burrender. Tbia took place near meridian. 

Geno^ Santa Anna at this time was in si^t, per- 
sonally reconnoitering, but did not begin the action, evi- 
dently because be waited for the rear battalions of bio 
column to reach him, so that by one ru^ of his masses 
of men the American force m^t be swept away. At 
about four, P, M., the first shot ww fired, being a shell 
thrown from a Mexican mortar into the American camp. 

Tbe Kentucky cavalry and tbe Arkansas troops, dis- 
mounted, had been posted near the mountain, as slqr^ 
misher^ ; and, at h^-past four o'clock, commeoced Ae 
action by engaging Afte«i hundred li^t troops, whom 
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Swla Anna hftd decpatched, under the eommand of 
Aapudia, to occupy the mountain on the AmericaD left. 
The command of Ampudia consirted of four fiill rcgi- 
meata of light infontiy and Cazadores, and, after a de» 
paxUe atrugi^e and great loss, succeeded in occupyii^ 
Ibehilt. 
. Tbe Mexican in&ntrjr wan divided into three cohimna, 
commanded icspectiTely hj Generals Lombardini, P^ 
cfaeco, and Andnde. Iht artillery was commanded b; 
Don Antonio Corona, and the cavalry t^ General Juveim. 
Ike artilleiy vas in thff rear of the centre, the cavalry 
<rf^.the ri^t^ and Santa Anna in p«<on midtray between 
4m two lines, with a brilliant atoff add strong body* 
guard. 

A strong body of cavalry, said to be coAmanded l^ 
Gtoeral Minon, having been seeta n the rear of Saltitlo^ 
and evidently directed against-thU place, General Taytor, 
aware that nothing would be done befiiro the 236^ y»OF- 
ceeded, widi an escort, Co look after its safety. Tliis 
having been done, be retuined to Bnoia Vista on the S3d. 

On the morrHOg of the 33d, both armies^ having bi- 
voaaclcpd on the field, vrere in position. The battle 
b^^ at dawn, the M^c«i infantry< advancing tb the 
attack &om befaiml the crest of tte lull on their side of 
the ravine. The three lines wwe til diaplkyed, dn ote 
^>oVe the other, and opraed a destructive fee on the 
Am^can line, "nus was promptly returned, the men 
firing twenty rounds, at point-blimk distance, with great 
eSect. Washington's iMtteiy here opened with great 
effect. The Mexican lose at this place was '^ery heavy, 
and the Americans also, in the eonrsc ef a few minntes, 
had six^ men and offices loQed and wounded. It'will be 
. rctoembered that the £re of fire thousand in&ntiy was 
concej^r^ed (» twu regltnenls. 
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The Mexicans having, during the night, placed 'a 
twelve-pound gun on the height occupied by AiDpu(£a, 
which overlooked the wh(^ American position, Lieuten- 
ant O'Brien, of the 4th artillery, was detached, with 
three pieces of Washington's battery. With him wat 
Lieutenant Bryan, topographical engineers, and, by their 
united efibrts, this formidable thoi^ small battety vas 
silenced. 

It was in the meantime discovered tiiat behind the 
inequalities of the ground, on the Mexican side of the 
ravine, a lai^ force of hor^ and foot was being 
concentrated, with the intention of outflanking the Ame- 
rican left. The hills on that nde, it wilt be remembered, 
were already occupied by Don Pedro de Ampudia. On 
the left of the line was the 2d Indiana and 2d DHnois 
regiments, commanded by General Lane, under whose 
orden also were three field-pieces (Lientenant O'Brien's). 
Gennal Lane ordered the 3d Indiana regiment aid 
the guns to advance. CBrien did so, under an tn- 
tense fire of mudcetry, but was unable to check the 
Mexican advance. The 2d Indiana regiment had be- 
come panic-stricken, and fell back, followed by part of 
the 1st, in great disorder, leaving the battery exposed 
to a cross-fire of small arms, on &e front and right, and 
of grape and canister, on the left The Indiana regi* 
ment could not again be brought to a stand, and ^e 
Mexican infantry came on so rapidly, that O'Brien lost 
one of his guns. The colonel of the 1st Indiana regi- 
ment (Bowles), with a veiy few men, joined the Missis- 
sippi foot (Davis's), and subsequently did good service, 
liie rest fied in disorder to SaltiHo. 

Colonel Bissel'a 2d Illinois regiment was also out- 
flanked and outnumbered, uid with Sherman's battery 
was compelled to wididraw. He Mexicans now threw 
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mass after mass aiouDd the left of the anny of the Uni- 
ted States, which seemed likely to be suironiKled. Gen- 
eral Wool was everywhere, but the rupture of the Ame- 
rican lioe, caused by the retreat of the lodiaaians, and 
the overwhelming masses, made (be chances of the day 
precarious. At this crisis General Taylor arrived from 
Saltillo with the Mississippi regiment and a squadron of 
United States dragoons. 

General Wool had previously reinforced the left with 
the 2d Kentucky r^ment and Bragg's srtilleiy, which, 
with a part of Hardin's Illinois regiment, turned on the 
enemy and sent them in double quick lime to the right 
about The artillery of Bragg and Sherman now came 
again in play, and firing on the enemy who had gained 
the American rear and the advancing masses, checked 
their advance. 

The Mississippi regiment (Colonel Pavis) was severe- 
ly pressed, and ^e 3d Indiana (Coh>nel Lane) and one 
gun under Lieutetmnt Kilbam of Brad's battery were 
sent to his support. Here the battle was long disputed, 
and charges of horse and foot were made more dian once 
by the Mexicans, and always repulsed. At this time the 
wagon train was menaced by the Mexican lanceis, who 
were driven back in great disorder, by a charge of a 
squadron of the 1st dragoons, commanded by Lieutenant 
Rucker (Captain Steen had previously been wounded, 
and the other captain, Eustis, was absent in camp from 
sickness) ; May with the rest of the horse then came up, 
and the result of this cavalry afiair would have been 
more decided, had not a large portion of Arkansas troops 
from some causeless panic fled to Saltillo, where they 
reported the batde as lost. This bad already been done 
by the Indian ians. 

Lieutenant-Colonel May, 2d dragoons, with two 
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squadrons of bis own re^mrat and Captain Pike^a 
(Aikaiisas horse) waa theit employed in holding as &r 
as possible in cbeclc die continued advance of the ene- 
my, who still sought to turn tb^-base of the moantain. 

Captain Bragg's and part of Sherman's battery had, 

in the meantime, been ordered to the left, against which 

• the enemy still made a demonstration. The heavy fire 

of the light artillery soon threw them into confusion, and 

they sought to fall back on the Mexican reserve. 

This was a time for horse ; and Captain Rucker, with 
a squadron of die Ist dragoons, was ordered forward. 
The difficulty of the ground and the fire of the Mexican 
line, however, rend««d it impossible for him to dbaige. 
On the extreme left Hie enemy were pbsetved to concen- 
trate, probably with die intention of attacking the haci- 
enda, where was collected the train of wagons, &c., of 
the Amerieap army. May was ordered thi&er with his 
command, and two pieces of Sherman's batteiy. Before 
he leacbed the spot, however, the Mexican cavalry had 
been beaten back by a small body of troops commanded 
by Major Monroe of the artillery, after havbg been 
divided into two portions by a charge of the Aricansas 
(Yell) and Kentucky (Marshall) horse. May then ap- 
proached with his command, to which was added the 
squadron of the 1st dragoons and many Arkansas and 
Indiana troops. It Was at this part of ^e field that the 
gallant Colonel YeQ diedj at the head of his regiment 

It vrill be remembered that a portion of the Mexican 
troops had reached the American rear, and it was obvi- 
ous tbey could not again unite with the main army. At 
this time a message was received from General Santa 
Ailna, asking to know what General Taylor wanted. 
General Wool was at once sent to the Mexican general- 
in-chi(^, but as tke enemy continued to fire he returned 
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without SB interview. By means of this run, however, 
the r^bt of the Mexican army was enabled to escape 
from' its perilous position. The firing bad partially 
ceased on the principal field, the enemy limiting all his 
effiiitB b) the protectioii of his. gans. The table-land 
bftcaae again, however, the scene of a fearful contest. 
The lihBois and Kentucky infantry had engaged a vastly 
atperiM- force of the enemy, and were on the point of 
being overwhdmed. O'Brien, with two pieces, had 
assisted in sustaining this unequal contest, and was left 
alone, the foot being driven bact. Captain Bragg then 
cuoe into battery, and fired into the hostile line, which 
was within but a few feet of the muzzles of his guns. 
This fire saved the day, the enemy retiring precipitately. 
The 2d Kentucky regiment, which had advanced beyond 
supporting distance in this afi&ir, was driven back and 
closely pressed by the enemy's cavalry. . Taking a 
ravine which led in the direction of Captain Washing- 
tern's battery, their pursuers became exposed to bis fire, 
which soon checked and drove them back with loss. In 
the meantime the rest of our artillery had taken position 
on the plain, covered by the Mississippi and 3d Indiana 
regiments, the former of which had reached the ground 
in time to pour a fire into the right flank of the enemy, 
and thus bontribute to his repulse. In this last conflict. 
Colonel Hardin, 1st IHinois, and Colonel McKee and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 2d Kentucky re^ment, iell 
while leading their commands. 

Previons to the retreat of die memy from Bragg's 
battery, which he had pushed almost into the smoke and 
dust of their column, every man and home st three of bb 
guns had been shot or disabled. These guns the Mexi- 
can in&i^. carried off with them. The matter was 
much regretted, as, but Cor Ae {ffeeipitate retreat of 
Vol. n. 7 
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Santa Ansa, be might, with some color, have Inade a 
claim to the victoiy, ^eak, but sufficient to- satisfy tte 
credulous Mexican nation. 

This vas the last effort of the Mexicans; the; 
■were defeated disgracefully. During the day, a» ht^ 
fore said, the borae under General Minon threMMterf 
Saltillo, and on <Hie occasion approatdied so near that 
tbey were 6red upon frmn the redoubt on the east sidev 
in whidi was stationed Captain Webster. They then 
obliqued towards the wagon train ; as they approaehetl 
it, however, they were beaten back by Captain Shover, 
with his guD, and a [»ece ubda Lieutenant DonaUsiKt, 
detached from Webster's battery. 

The enemy made during the night no other attempt 
to force the American positjim, and all were busied in 
attending to tlie wounded, and renuyving tbem to 
Saltillo. 'The sufferings of the latter were intense, a 
severely cold night succeeding the broiling heat of the 
day. The army lay down without fires, expeefiag 
that the battle would be renewed at dawn. Rcia- 
forceroents were also withdrawn from the town, and H 
was known that Brigadier-Geiieral Marshall, with 
fresh Kentudcy horse and a battery of heavy goas, was 
near at hand. The enemy was however discovered 
to have fled to Agua Nueva. He was still twen^ 
thousand strong (having been jcHoed by Minon'i com- 
mand), and General Taylor with his five thonsaMd men 
was unable to pursue him. On that day a negotiation 
for the exchange of prisoners was made. The day was 
passed in burying the American dead, and removing to 
Saltillo the many Mexican wounded abandoned by 
Santa Anna. 

On the evening of the 36th a close niiiiiiimiiiiiiMi 
was made, and Agoa Nueva was fotuul to havw been 
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^b^odfHied except by the cavaliy, the mas of tbe 
Mcxkan army baTJng hurried to San Luia. On the 27th 
the American army aHvnnced to Agiui Nueva, and the 
geacral purposed to beat up Santa Anna's quarters »t 
Eocamadon, a hacienda in the midst of the lofty plain 
betwfleo Saltillo and Potosi. The cavalry horses were 
voahlt to sustain the march, and an infantry craimand 
v^s-sent, which discovered that Encarnscion bad been 
fthandwied, and the army gone towards Matahuala, 
sadly reduced in numbers, and almost disorganized. 
The de«d and dying filled the whole badenda. 

The American force engaged in the action of Buena 
Vista was three hundred and thirty-four officers, and 
four thousand four hundred and twenty-five men, ex- 
olu^ve of the small command left in and near Saltillo. 
Of this number, two squadrons <^ cavalry and three 
battles of light artillery, making not more than four 
hundred and fifty-three men, composed the only force 
of iKgular troops. The straigth of the Mexican army 
is Bt^ed by General Santa Anna, in bis sumniotis, to 
be twenty Uiousand ; that estimate was confirmed by 
Babeequent information. The American loss was two 
hundred and lixty-seren killed, four hundred and fifty- 
8^ wmmded, and twenty-three missng. The Mexican 
losfl in killed and wounded may be fairly estimated at 
fifteen hundred, and probably two thousand. At least 
five buodred of their killed were left upon the Geld of 
bftttk:. The nonrfier of deserters and dispersed men 
fimn the ranks ia known to have be^ very great. 

j^aong the American killed and wounded were 
nwey offieen of tite regular army. Captain Lincoln, 
assutant adjutant-gnieral of General Wool, was killed 
■lASt attaapting to rally some troops who had become 
disordered; Captain Steen, of the 1st dragoons, was 
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vounded in the same serrice. Other officers were 
wounded and distinguished. General Taylor thus 
spote of his regulars, who, if they were few, were not 
to be surpassed in other respects : 

" The services of the light artiileiy, always conspicu- 
ous, were more than usually distinguished. Moving 
rapidly over the roughest ground, it was always in ac- 
tion at the right place and the right time, and its wrll- 
directed fire dealt destruction in the masses of the ene- 
my. While I recommend to particular favor' Ihe gallant 
conduct and valuable services of Major Munroe, chief 
of artillery, and Captains Washington, 41h artillery, and 
Sherman and Brag^, 3d artillery, commanding batteries, 
I deem it no more than just to mention all the subaltern 
officers. They were nearly all detached at different 
times, and in every situation exhibited conspicuous skill 
and gallantry. Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Brent, 
Whiting, and Couch, 4th artillery, and Biyan, topo- 
graphical engineers (slightly wounded), were attached 
to Captain Washington's battery. Lieutenants Tfaomaa, 
Reynolds, and French, 3d artillery (severely wounded), 
to that of Captain Sherman ; and Captain Shover and 
Lieutenant Kilbum, 3d artillery, to that of Captain 
Bragg. Captain Shover, in conjunction wiUi Lieutenant 
Donaldson, 1st artillery, rendered gallant and important 
service in repulsing the cavalry of General Minon. Th« 
r^;ular cavalry, under Lieutenant- Colonel May, with 
which was associated Captain Pike's squadron of Ar^ 
kanaas horse, rendered usefiil service m holding the 
enemy in check and covering Ae batteries at WTera] 
points. Captain Steen, 1st dragoons, was severd^ 
wounded early in the day, while gallantly eideavwing, 
with my authori^, to rally the troops which were fUling 
to the rear." 
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The voiuDteers fought as well as any troops in the 
world. Twelve-months men met and beat back the 
charges of veterans in a manner hitherto unprecedented. 
The officers were conspicuous for their gallantry, and 
yarned the high commendation they have received. It 
will also be remembered that of all the volunteers, one 
re^meot only, Colonel Davis's (Mississippi), had ever 
been under fire. Colonels Yell, Hardin, McKee, and 
Clay died on the battle-field. Colonel Davis was 
severely wounded, yet retained his command. 

General Lane was wounded, and a disproportionate 
number of officers of every regiment of the army, in the 
field, were killed and wounded. General Wool, who 
bad drawn up the battle, is highly and unsparingly com- 
plimented by General Taylor, and staff* officers of every 
grade distinguished themselves. Major Bliss, Captain 
Eaton, and Lieutenant Garnet exhibited that talent which 
bad caused their general, in the first instance, to select 
them as his aids ; and even the civilian clerks of the 
vwriouB staff departments, aware that it was a time for 
every man to show himself, buckled on their sabres, and 
figured as messengers and estt^ettei. 

The battle was gained ; and had General Taylor been, 
at the head of two regiments of regular cavalry, in addi- 
tion to the force which woo the battle, there is little 
doubt that he would have crossed the desert and captured 
San Luis. It did not happen thus ; the term of service 
of the men who had won the battle of Bueoa Vista, 
b^w to expire, and regiment after regiment was dis- 
cha^d from the service. The general was left almost 
almie, and compeUed to remain inactive. All opposition 
to bim was, however, destroyed, north of Saltillo ; end 
he Imd but to bide his time. In the meantime, the Mex- 
ican government concentrated its troops around the 
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capital ; and, even to the preaeat daj, flie wing of Gene- 
ral Taylor has not been sufficiently reinforced to jostify 
bis advance. 

A few eventa have, however, occuired, sufficient to 
siiow that his enei^ is yet unaltered, and awaits only an 
opportunity to display itself again. His rambling search 
after Urrea, who, subsequent to the battle of Bueoa Vista, 
soQ^ to interrupt his communication, is of this cha- 
racter. He drove that officer before him, on the 17th of 
March, having with him the Virginia regiment, one from 
Ohio, a troop of dragoons, and two pieces of aitilleiy. 
General Taylor has yet woric to do for the nation, in 
Mexico, and, it may be, in a higher capacity. He is 
now one of the great men of the nation, and essentially 
the popular idol. A man of deeds, he speaks to the 
purpose ; a swordsman, he has full command of the pen. 
He is emphatically one of whom the nation may be 
proud — fit for any career, seeking none ; aware of his own 
power, yet unobtrusive ; a soldier, but a lover of peace ; 
occupying a high rank, yet contemning its trappings. 
Snch men are sent but rarely, and only to accomplish a 
great end, establish a great princ^le, or correct a great 
abuse. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

WOOL. 

Wool's eaily oareei — Battle of Qaeenitown — Wool promotKl 
to a majority — Battle of Platleburg — BriliBh retrMt — Aniii* 
versary of the battle — Servicos after the ww of 1812-16 — 

Visit to Europe. 

The name of General John E. Wool first appears 
<m the army register m 1813, with the rant bf captam 
of the 13lh infantry, and date of April 14th, 1813. 
We have few or no particulars of Wool's early career, 
and know only that be was a native of Orange county, 
New York, and a member of a volunteer corps orga- 
nized, on the breaking out of the war of 1812, at Troy, 
New York, whither he had removed from the house of 
his grandfather, who, after the death of his father, had 
taken charge of his education. Amid all the vicissitudes 
of his long service, which have takoi him to every part 
of the Union, Troy has been the home of his family. 
At that town he recruited his first company ; and the 
same talent which enabled him to make soldiers of raw 
New York boys, and lead them triumphantly against 
the British, has since made him conspicuous in a wider 
sphere, Mexico. The first occasion on which we find 
Wool con8[ncuons, was in the attempt made by order 
of Major-General Stephen Van Rensselaer, to dislodge 
the British frcan Queenstown Heights. This affair, as 
fer as General Scott (then Ueutenant-coliuiel) participated 
in it, has already been referred to in the account of his 
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The plan of operations of General Van Rensselaer 
was to throw over the river two columns of troops, 
each consisting of about three hundred men, the' one of 
which was to be commanded by Lieutenant- Colonel 
Chrystie, and the other by Colonel Solomon Van Rens- 
selaer. Other detachments, commanded by Fenwick 
and Mullaney, were to sustain the operations of the two 
first. According to a subsequent arrangement, Colonel 
Scott was permitted to participate in it. The body of 
troops commanded by Colonel Chrystie, from the incom- 
petence of the pilot, was unable to effect a landing. 
Van Rensselaer, however, was more fortunate, and under 
a heavy fire reached the shore. Every commissioned 
oiEcer was either killed or wounded in a short time, so 
that the arrival of a portion of the 13th r^ment was 
most opportune. Colonel Van Rensselaer had time only 
to enjoin on all who had come up, to charge the battery 
immediately, and then with four wounds was borne fi-(Hn 
the field. This order was obeyed promptly by the 
ofiicers of the 13th, among whom it is believed now 
alive are only Generals Wool and Kearney, and Colonel 
Randolph, of the Virginia volunteer re^ment. The 
charge, headed by Wool, the senior, was successful ; the 
enemy were not only driven from the battery, hut were 
-pursued to the water's edge, where they took refuge in 
a strong stone building tmtil they were rallied by General 
Brock in person. It has been said that Colonel Van 
Rensselaer was most unwilling to confide the cata- 
mand, after he was wounded, to Wool, and reluctantly 
acceded to his enti-eaties. Certainly never was there a 
more brilliant charge, or one more triumphant. When 
General Brock advanced, some person of the command 
raised without authority a white flag, which Wool in 
person tore down, and again heading his men, charged 
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the BritiBh, and drove them a second time from the 
work. Here General Brock was bIbid, as has been 
described elsewhere. 

Captain Wool participated in the campaign of 1813» 
dttring which he was promoted, by seniority, to the 
majcnity of the 29th regiment United States infantry, 
in which capacity he participated in the campaign of 
General Macomb, which had its glorious termination at 
the battle of Flattsbui^. 

This important event in the history of the late war 
is nowhere else so appropriately to be treated of as in 
the life of General Wool, who was conspicuous not only 
in the report of the commanding general, but in the 
stirring events of the day. The governor-general of 
both the Canadas, Sir George Provost, having colIecte«l 
together all the force he could obtain, commenced an 
expedition gainst Crown Point and Ticonderoga, on 
the Ist of Septefflber, 1814. He commenced his opera- 
tioDS with the issue of a series of proclamations, evi- 
dently prepared in England, for the purpose of dissuading 
the people from their allegiance. This was proved by 
the fact, that no printing-press then existing in British 
America could throw off a sheet in such workmanlike 
style as were these documents. TKey are another 
admiiUciUttm to the testimony of the whole tenor of the 
British policy of that age, that if the absolute conquest 
of the United States was not meditated, the dismember- 
ment of the Union was seriously intended. These pro- 
clamations were dated from Quebec, though issued from 
the village of Champlain. 

The conduct of Sir George Provost in impressing 
wagons, Slc., convinced General Macomb, in the ah> 
sence of General Izard, that an attack was meditated on 
Flaltsburg, and probab^, through Lake George, in case 
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of Buctwsi, a dcBcent oi tbe HudsoD river. The garriwn 
at Plattaburg consisted to a great degree of invaiids, ai|d 
was not more than fifteen hundred strong ; yet ia a ehcrrt 
time General Macomb was enabled to throw ap de&nces, 
&c., in order to receive the enemy, who advanced 
with great caution and circumspection. To create an 
emulation and 2eal among tho officers and men in com- 
pleting the worics, General Macomb divided them into 
detachments, and placed them near the several forts ; 
declaring in orders, that each detachment was the garri* 
BOD of its own woik, and bound to defead it to the last 
extremky. 

The force of the enemy having been reported to ex- 
ceed ten thousand men, General Macomb sought to call 
out the militia en taaste, through Major-Gen eral Moo eis, 
c^ the state service. Anticipating a draft, however, the 
mass of the people fled from their homes, so that only 
about four hundred men and boys could be collected. 

Between Plattsburg and the ptflnt wheace the enemy 
was approaching, a detachment of the 13lh, Wool's old 
regiment, was placed, and beyond them a party of rifle- 
men commanded by Major Appling, to act as eclaireurs 
and to reconnoitre. On the morning of the 6th, it was 
ascertained that 'the enemy was approaching along two 
roads, which dt^ioucbed from each other below Chazy. 
One of the columnsr that which advanced to Beekman- 
town, came so rapidly, that the militia of Mooers, pre- 
viously ^tioned there, fell back in the greatest disor- 
der, though the enemy, as General Macomb states, « did 
not deign to fire on them, except by their flankers and 
advanced patrols." A few brave men did not, howe- 
ver, participate in this disorderly retreat. Immediately 
on receiving news of the enemy's advance, Major Wool 
with two hundred and fifty men of the 29th infantry 
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irfts sent fbrwaid to mstun the miJitia, aad lo M then 
a good example. 

General Maoomb complimented Major Wool my 
highly for his conduct on tiiis occason, and hia behaner 
deseiTed all die applause which could be bettowed no 
'it. He took advantage of every ercnt aod natural ob- 
stacle, and harassed the enemy moat cflectually. The 
good example, however, was thrown away ; fte militia 
would not fight, though General Mooers and his atafi* 
sougfat to induce them to do so. They seemed victims 
to one of those causeless panics which so often iDtei&re 
with military operalioDS, and continued to &11 back. 
The matter was peculiariy to be r^Tetted, as a better 
field for tbe operations of irregular troops has scarody 
been met with, the country being divided by steep 
stone fences into small lots, each of which ofiered a place 
to rally in safety, and, under ^Iter, destroy the invader. 
The enemy acted exceedingly well, puling steadUy on, 
never deploying once, so that at eight, A. M., the bead of 
the column was within two miles of Plattsburg. At this 
time, Captain Leonard, of the }ight artillery, who -had 
received his orders when Wool did, made his tardy ap- 
pearance. Had be acted with promptitude, the enemy 
would probably have suffered mare during the march, 
and at lea^ have been forced to deploy bis column. 

Major Appling, of the rifles, was then ordered to &li 
back, which he did only at the last feasible moment. 
On his retreat he saw the head of the enemy's column 
debouching from the wood, and poured into it a fire 
from his one hundred and ten riflemen which did im- 
mense execution ; incredible almost, were it not remem- 
bered that Forsyth's riflemen were probably at that time 
the most expert shots in the worid. Major Worth bad. 
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in the iaterim, been joined by tvo companies of the 
13th, commanded bj Captain Sproul. 

Then was begun a masterly manceuvre, in which 
Appling, Wool, and Sproul earned much credit. Three 
detachments having been united poured in a heavy fire 
on the advancing enemy, and retreated in echelim, or 
successively, keeping up a brisk fire until they reached 
the angle of the defences. 

The Briti£h still continued to advance, until finally 
thnr light troops seized on a few houses near the bridge 
across the river, which annoyed (he American troops 
very much, so that it was necessarj- with hot shot to 
destroy the buildings in which they had found a cover. 
The enemy now reached the works and sought to drive 
in the American outposts. An attempt was also made 
to cross the upper bridge, hut the militia made a stand 
here and drove the British back in very handsome s^Ie. 
Here they fought; as well as troops of that kind always 
do, when once induced to make a stand. 

Captain Sproul, who had been ordered out on the 
other road, along the lake, had been directed to obstruct 
it ; and performed his duty so well that the other British 
column was long delayed. He had aleo torn up a bridge 
at Dead-Greek ; in crossing which, the enemy were ex- 
posed to a galling fire fivm the American galleys on the 
lake, which it was impossible for them to return. 

General Macomb, having withdrawn on the south 
side of the Saranac, barricaded himself with the planfe 
of the bridge, and prepared to dispute the crossing. 
From the 7th to the lllh, the enemy was continually 
skirmishing, and busied in pasting a battering-train. The 
people, however, had been aroused ; the militia of New 
York turned out en masie, while volunteers thronged from 
Vennont,so that General Mooe rs was enabled, by throwmg 
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a strong body of men in rear of Sir George Provoit, to 
keep him on the alert, both bj day and night. The 
militiu had now gotten over their panic, and behaved aa 
well as possible, and the regulars were not only k^ 
busy by the skinni^ing through the day, but passed the 
greater part of the night in adding to the defences. The 
enemy were, in the meantime, awaiting the arrival of 
their flotilla, to make a general attack. 

In the aAemoon of the 11th, it hove in'ng^t, and at 
once engaged McDonongfa's vessels, anchored in &ont 
of Plattsburg. The batteries were at once opened, and 
a heavy Ere commenced, which lasted until sunset, when 
the bombardment ceased, every British batteiy having 
been silenced. The naval engagement lasted but two 
hours. Genera] Macomb thus speaks of the land attack : 

(' Three efibrts were made t^ the enemy to pass the 
river, at tite commencement of the cannonade and bom- 
bardment, with a view of assaulting the works ; and he 
had prepared for that purpose an immense number of 
scaling-ladders. One attempt to cross was made at the 
village bridge, end another at the upper bridge, and a 
third at a ford about three miles from the worics. At the 
two Brst, be was repulsed by the regulars ; at the ford, 
by the brave volunteers and militia, where be suSered 
•everely in killed and wounded and prisoners ; a Consi- 
derable body having crossed the stream, but were either 
killed, taken, or driven back. The woods at this place 
were very favorable to the operations of the militia. A 
whole company of the 76th regiment was here destroyed, 
tiie three lieutenants and twenty-seven men taken prison- 
ers, the captain and the rest killed." 

At dusk, the enemy withdrew his batteries, and, as 
soon as it was dark, precipitately sent ofi* everything for 
which he could find tnm^KtrtHtioa. At two, the next 
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autnaag, the whole aimy fled, leaving behind the (bad 
and wounded, with a surgeon, bearing k note to General 
Macomb, requesting for them a humane attention. So 
jHvcipitate waa the retreat, that the enemy reached Chazy, 
e^^t mitea diatsnt, before it was kno^ra that be waa gone. 
The vohinteen and li^t infantry immediately pursued, 
and made a few prisoners of the Brttieh 19th )^^ dia- 
goons, and others of the rear guard. A storm of wind 
aad rain prevented the prosecutiwi of the chase. On 
tiw next d^, mne than three hundred deserters came b 
to tiie American general. 

The naval victory by Conmiodore McDonough was 
conplete, as was that of the army ; and the brave men 
who won it, were rewarded for theb" services by the 
applause of the nation. General Macomb buried the 
British officers of tbe land and sea service with Ute 
honors of war, and showed every attention to the 
wounded. 

Tbe British loss during the invasion (not counting 
the naval operations), in Idiled, wounded, and missmg, 
was not less than twenty-five hundred men, among the 
first of whom was Colonel Willington of the 3d 
Buf^, and other officers of distinction. 

For his c«nspicuoua services on this occasion, Mr. 
Madison conferred on Major Wool the brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel ; the letter and order by which the 
pnmiotion waa oommomcated to him and the army, was 
in the most graceM and complunentaiy style. Various 
brevets were conferred cm other officers who served 
there ; tbe recipients of all of which have since left 
tbe service, except Colonel Joseph Q. Totten, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. E. De Russy, the first of whom 
became a lieutenant-colonel and the second a captain. 
They are now colonel and liestenant-colonel, respect 
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tive^, of the corps of «ogiiweni, to vUcb tliej bd«^ed 
at ihe battle tt Flattsburg. 

On the 11th of September, 1843, the anniveraary o( 
tha battle of Plattibui^, Cienera] Wool was {»eeent at 
its oelebratk» % the PJattsburg Military Association, 
which bad detennioed to erect monuments, not only to tba 
Aoaerican, but the British officers who fell there. The 
doty of laying tiie stoae of that to Willington, was 
assigned to Wool. Colonel D. B. McNeil thus reierred 
to tiie circumstaiice m the occasion, paying a high con»- 
pliment to Colonel Wool, especially grateful to him aa 
coimng fran the very scene of his triumphs : 

" Fellow-Cidzens : The preadrat of the day baa 
designated our distinguished guest, Brigadier-Gener^ 
Wool, of the United States army, who commanded the 
detachmoit of American regular troops opposed to that 
division of the British army which advanced upon 
Plattsburg by the Beekmantown road, on the 6th of 
September, 1814, to erect a monument at the head of 
the grave of Colonel Willington, of the 3d regiment of 
British Buffs, who gallantly fell at the head of his 
raiment at Cnlver's Hill, on the Beekmantown road, 
in the memorable battle of the 6th of September, 1814. 

The diviaon of the British army in which the brave 
and lamented WilUngton fell, was not less than four 
thousand strong ; and when we take into view the fact 
that General Wool (then a major), with a light corps of 
but two hundred and fifty regular troops, nil told, con- 
tested every inch of ground with this formidable force 
in Aeir descent upon Plattsbui^, the selection of Gexir 
eral Wool to perform the melancholy duty assigned to 
him, cannot foil to give deep interest to the solemn 
occasion which brought us together tq>on this hallowed 
spot. Mothii^ can be more appropriate than that the 

D,g,nz»-it.,CuOglf 



302 eEKXRAL OFFICERS. — yrooh. 

moDument about to be erected should be raised by tlie 
hand of an officer -who bore an hnnorable and conspicaons 
part in the events of the memorable day on which the 
gallant Willington fell. It is a pleasing spectacle to see 
the living brave doing honor to the mem<)^y of the itliw 
trious dead." 

To this General Wool replied : 

" Fellow- Citizens and Soldiers : The duty assigned 
me by the presidept of the day, in behalf of the citizens 
of Plattsburg and the Military Association of the county 
of Clinton, is no less gratifying to me than it is honor- 
able and magnanimous to its authors, and will furnish 
an example worthy of imitation for all time to come. 
It is not less a holy and pious ofieiing to the illustrious 
dead, than the offspring of noble and generous hearts to 
a fallen foe, and will furnish themes of praise to the end 
of time. It will be a healing balm to the wounded 
hearts of relatives and friends — whilst it will not fail 
to call forth from every Briton who passes this conse- 
crated spot, tears of gratitude as well as tears of sym- 
pathy. 

With these brief remarks, I now erect in behalf of 
the citizens of Plattsburg and the Military Assodation of 
Chnton county, this monument to the memory of Colo- 
nel Willington, who fell the 6th of September, 1814, at 
Culver's Hill, leading to the charge the advance of the 
British army marching on Plattsburg." 

At the dinner which followed the solemnities of the 
day. General Skinner, the president of the day, pro- 
posed as a sentiment, "General Wool, the hero of 
Beekmantown, as well as of Queenstown — 

' HJB laurels are green, though his locks are gray.' " 

Gewral Wool replied ; 
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« Mr. President : I rise vidi a heart OTeiflowing 
vilh gratitude, to respond to the sentiment just given by 
my fiieBd at the other end of die table. I find it im- 
possible, however, filled as I am with emotion, to make 
a E^ieech, or give utterance to my feelings b a manner 
worthy of the occasion. Were it otherwise, I could 
say but litde that has not already been said. I might 
speak of the campaigns of 1812 and '13, which closed 
with the most gloomy forebodings. I might also spealc 
of the campaign of 1814, when the mantle of darkness 
was cast off, and a blaze of light shone forth along the 
frontier from fort Erie to Plattaburg, and finally closed 
with a brilliancy seldom equalled, on the plains of New 
, Orieans. But these periods have already been noticed 
and described in the most eloquent and stirring language. 
Therefore, litde remains for me to add, could I give 
utterance to my feelings, but to express my warmest 
thanks for the kind partiality with which you have been 
pleased to allude to my services. I would, however, 
remark, that althou^ at one period of the war darkness 
and despondency appeared to pervade our beloved coun- 
try, there was one bright, spot exempt from the general 
gloom. It was here in this place, Platt^urg, that the 
patriotic inhabitants tKoer wavered nor quaiied before 
the legions of Great Britain. They stood by their 
country in the darkest hour, and never fiiiled to cheer 
and comfort the war-worn soldier, and to receive him 
with open arms, whether be returned victorious or was 
driven back by the force of cireumstances. Who that 
was at Plattsburg in 1812, '13, and '14, does not 
remember with delight Mooers, Smith, Saitly, Delord, 
Baily, Palmer, and Ransom, all patriotic citizens and 
devoted friends of their country in war as well as in 
peace, but who now rest in the mansions of eternal 
Vol. II. 8 

^o.v^l-- 
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UinT Withtbf»efeirremaTkB,Mr.Freadait, IifoqU 
offer this Kntimeiit — 

' The citizens of Plattsbvu^ and the Military Asoo))* 
turn of Clinton county — This day atteata their magna- 
mmity and greatoesa of soul, by tix homage paid to the 
lElustnouB dead who fell fighting the battles of thdr 
oooDtry.' " 

Peace came eaily in 1815, and the life of Lieutenant* . 
Colonel Wool was as little CTentful as that of the other 
ofiicera of die semce. After the reduction h^ wm 
retained with full rank, and serred at various posts on 
the northern frontier until the 27dk of April, 1816, what 
he was appointed inqiedor-geDeral with the rank of 
colonel of cavaliy. The importance and peculiar trust 
of this hi^ commisaon have already been spoken <d. 
He dischai^d its often troublesome and painful duties 
with the greatest fideli^, and to the entire satisfaction 
of the several generals-in-chief, and various administra- 
tions at the head of the army aod nation, until June 29Qiy 
1841, when he was promoted to tite vacant bi^de of 
General Scott, who, by the death of Cieneral Macomb, 
had become commander-in-chief of the army. On the 
29th of April, 1836, General Wool previously received 
*(for ten years' meritorious service in one grade," the 
brevet of brigadier-general. The position he occupies 
in the roster of the army, according to coatmisaon, is the 
fourth in rank ; according to brevet, the seventh, the old 
brevets of Generals Brady and Brooke givii^ them in 
certain cases precedence, though never command over 
him. 

Persons are apt to sneer at the services <^ a soldier in 
time of peace ; but when it is remembered that Genend 
Wool was called on to visit a section of country extend- 
ing from the Atlantic to Council Blofis on the Missouri, 
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and from flie head of the Bfissisrippi to die golf, the 
mass of which ■ma in the Indian county with vide 
deserts interspersed, it must be admitted his duty 
was no nnecnre. These were to be reached only by 
long journeys on horseback, and abnost incredible hard- 
liiips. 

Suiing tins time he also visited Europe on a profes- 
nonal toor, under the orders of the goTemmeot, and 
while tiiere, via lucky enou^ to be present at the 
ftmouB si^ and surrender of Antwerp, in 1831. 
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CHAPTER Xra. 

WOOL— (Cmainiwd.) 

Expeditioii to Coahuila — Addiess to the aoldieiB — Wool's ranta 
— Saola Anna's tactics — Jonctioa of Wool's and Taylor's 
forces — Battle of 'Bnena Vista — Taylor's eacomiam on 
Wool- 

When the Mexican war broke out it was resolved to 
direct an expedition against the provinces of Mexico, 
the capitals of which are Chihuahua and Monclovai, for 
the purpose of uniting tt^ther the field of General 
Kearney's operations and the army on the Kio Graode. 
The command of this was given to General Wool. 

The troops which composed it were exclusively vol- 
unteers, with the exception of a squadron of the fid 
dragoons, the light battery of the 4th artillery, and three 
companies of the 6th infantry, attached to the left wing, 
and a squadron of the 1st dragoons, which composed 
General Wool's personal escort. The body of the army 
was composed of Yell's Arkansas mounted reg^ent, 
the 1st and 2d regiments Illinois in^try, a company of 
Kentucky infantry, and Seefield's Texas volunteers. 
The grand a^regate was a litde more than two thousand 
five hundred men. Thou^ the mass of this army was 
composed of volunteers, its staff was composed of officers 
of the regular service, and with one or two exceptions, 
persons of decided merit. The regiments and corps of 
which it was composed were concentrated at San Anto- 
nio de Bejar, a post on the San Antonio liver, celebrated 
in the war of Texan independence, well calculated for 

D,g,nz»-it.,CuOglf 



HAIICH TO OOABDILA. 107 

ofiensive operations towards the object of this expe<li- 
tion, when once the depots of provisions, &c., had been 
e^ablished, but inconvenient itself, as al] stores had ne- 
cessarily to be brought one hundred and fifty miles in 
wagons, from Port Lavaca on the shore. The whole 
state of Texas, too, was necessaiily to be crossed before 
the starting-point of the march could be reached. The 
troops therefore were not assembled before the last of 
August, and the 25th of September had come before a 
sufficient amount of provisions had been collected, to 
justify General Wool in commencing bis operations. 
On the 26th of September, therefore. Colonel Harney 
started witii the ri^t wing of this army, numbering, all 
told, twelve hundred and thirty-seven men. 

General Wool followed on the 29th with his personal 
staff and escort of dragoons. Colonel Hardin, of the 
1st regiment Illinois volunteers, followed on the 2d of 
October with eight companies of his regiment, the ag- 
gregate of which was five hundred and seventy-four 
Hen ; on the 14A of October, Colonel Churchhill, in- 
spector-general of the United States army, left with the 
remainder of General Wool's command, numbering, all 
told, seven hundred and twenfy-four men. The army 
was to march through an uninhabited country, without 
any resources except what it took wilb it ; was under the 
necessity of crosang deep and rapid rivers, with a tram 
of baggage, a commissariat and stores, to provide safely 
for which, even in a time of peace, was a most fonnidahle 
undertaking. There was a certainty now, it was thought, 
ttat an enemy was in front. The army was unusually well 
supplied with all equipage, the general not having for- 
gotten to have constructed by his officers of engineers, 
boats so arranged that they might be easily put together, 
and when taken apart transported in w^ns. The cat- 
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de of all Idnda on the long march iriiich lay before &is 
aimj, were to be subsisted bj grazing on the grass 61 
die piairies across which the road lay. 

On the 10th of October, 1846, the advance «faidi 
General Wool bad already joined, crossed the Rio 
Grande at an old Spanish post, called El Preaidbi M 
Bio Grande. On the 9th the following order was pub- 
lished to the troops, and announced fully the coune 
General Wool intended and did pursue, in spite of 
much discontent created by his rigid adheieace to it. 

Run QuAKTEBa, Camp or thk Rio Guhdk I 
Near Presidio, Sth October, 1846. t . 
(Order* No. 89.) 

Soldiers ! After a long and tedious march, you bare 
arrived on the banlc of the Rio Grande. In the per- 
formance of this service, the commanding general has 
witnessed with the greatest pleasure your patience, good 
order, and petseverance, under many deprivations and 
hardships. AH have done their duty, and in a manner 
that reflects the highest credit on both officers and men. 
From this remade he would not except his staff, who 
have actively and zealously devoted themselves to the 
service ; whilst Captain Cross has been eminently suc- 
cessful in forwarding his long train of supplies, without 
delay or serious accident. 

To-morrow you will cross the Rio Grande, and oo^ 
cupy the territory of our enemies. We have not come 
to inake war upon the people or peasantry of the Goun- 
tiy, but to compel the government of Mexico to render 
Justice to the United States. The people, therefore, 
who do not take up arms agaiost the United States, and 
remain quiet and peaceful at their homes, will not be 
molested or interfered with, either as r^ards their per- 
sons or property; and all those who furnish supplies 
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n^ be treated kindly, and vibatent is received from 
ftem trill be liberally paid for. 

It is expected of the troopa diat fbey will obseire the 
fnoat rigid diacipUne and subordinatioQ. All dq)reda- 
turns On the pasons or proper^ of tite people of the 
eoiintr; are strietly forbidden ; and any loldier or fol- 
lower of the camp who may so &r tor^ his doty as to 
violate this injunctton, will be sererely punidied. 

By command of Gener^ WooL 
(Signed) James H. FBDmn, Aas^t Adj. Gen." 

The route of General Wool was along the old road 
from San Felipe de Austin, via San Antonio, across the 
bead- waters of tiie Nueces, to £1 Presidio, a distance of 
one hundred and fifty miles ; which was accomplished 
by the left wing, the majority of whom were untried 
troops, with many incumbrances, wagons, 8u:>, in eler«i 
days. 

On the 30th of October, without difficulty, General 
Wool's advaoce encamped, after a march of two bun- 
dred and four miles in eleven days, four uiles south of 
Monclora, the capital of the Mexican state or depart- 
ment of Co^utla. On the march from El Presidio, 
Brigadier^General Shields, of the volunteer service, had 
joined the column, and had been assigned to the com- 
mand of the advance. No opposition had been made 
to General Wool's advance, so far ; and here General 
Lopez, die Mexican commauder, waited on and informed 
him that so &r from being treated as enemies, the Ame- 
rican army would be looked on as friends. It had long 
been the prevalent opioion in Texas, that the people of 
Coahuila and Chihuahua had, by the advantages even 
ttader the Mexican tariff, of the trade carried on with the 



»-i h, Google 



no OEITBKAL OFPICEU. WOflL. 

United States through the canvana, been made fiieiid^ 
to our institutions. 

Tlie best furnished house in the town was teaderad 
to General Wool, who took possenion of the city (the 
population of which was five thousand), with two squa- 
drons of dragoons. Previous to entering MondoTV^ 
Nava, Sao Fernando, and San Rosa, towns of one tbau- 
sand, four thousand, and two thousand five hundred 
inhabitants, had successively sun«ndered, without re- 
rastance, though in' the midst of a population of rancbe- 
ros and peones, or agricultural laborers, if not in morvie 
the equals of the volunteere of the invading army, thrice 
as numerous, and capable of making a formidable resist- 
ance. 

It was obvious, in spite of the professions of Govei^ 
nor Lopez, that the mass of the population were ill-dis- 
posed towards the invaders ; and General Wool was 
required to exert the most constant vigilance to restrain 
the voluDteers, and prevent even the possibili^ of diffi- 
culty with the natives. 

On the arrival of General Woo! at Monclova, it bad 
been contemplated to pass thence to Chihuahua, a city 
to the northwest of their present position, and midway 
between it and Santa Fe. A report, however, was 
originated in the country, that after tbe capture of Santa 
Fe, General Kearney had marched on Chihuahua, which 
surrendered without a blow. This circumstance, and 
the necessity of a delay to recruit the dragoon and artil- 
lery cattle, delayed this expedition until tbe occurrence 
of events in ano^er part of the Mexican republic cau^d 
it to be entirely abandoned. 

The papers at this time teemed with complaints 
against General Wool, on the part of the volunteers, 
which were evidently most unjust, and stand in striVm^f 
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icSef wben compared witb the subsequent popularity 
he won after having joined General Taylor's division. 
It will be remembered that the army was composed 
almost ex(JuaTely of volunteeta, without a r^ular force 
Bufficiait to leaven '"the mass or teach them what duty 
was. The proper requisitions of discipline, therefore, 
they were not only ignorant of, but had no means of 
laming ; and regarded the determination of their general 
to see that they did their duty, as an outrage and 
tyraHnical oppresmon. The press, therefore, teemed 
with letters censuring General Wool, to which undue 
credit was attributed by the public. That any weight 
should be attached them is strat^, when we recollect 
that the writing of letters, &c., is forbidden by regula- 
tion to all members of an anny, and that none but a 
very worthless soldier would sit down coolly, calmly, 
and deliberately, to violate an order. 

After the capture of Monterey, it will be remembered 
that General Worth was stationed, by order of General 
Taylor, at Saltillo. Santa Anna, however, having col- 
lected a large force, began such a system of operations 
that General Worth was induced to conmiunicate the 
condition of his command to General Patterson, at 
Victoria, and to General Wool, at Parras, which post, 
immediately on his reporting that he was in possession 
of Monclova, General Taylor had, on the 13th of No- 
vember, ordered him to occopy. 

General Wool arrived at Parras on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1846, with his army, said to have been one of 
the best volimteer forces ever in the service of the country, 
if not the very best. By constant care he had thus re- 
pelled the clamors raised against him by a few designing 
men. Hb march was unopposed through one of the most 
peculiar countries in the world ; the route lay through 
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one seriei of defiles, vith TtOeyB filled irlth ctctn of- 
Tarietiefl almost undescribed. The nuKdiete and « thou-' 
sand spiny plants were the sole growth tmtil the armj 
reached the town of Pamu, on the shore of a lake <^ 
the same name. The surrounding (fistrict was onet^' 
the most beautiful in Mexico, abounding in fertile fieMft 
and vineyards which were productive. The lands had 
at one time been purchased by the Rothschilds, who, 
however, were not permitted to retain them in coi>- 
sequence of the taw in Mexico which prohilnts aliens 
from acquiring real estate. The army had there been 
well received, and courteously treated by the inhabitants. 

In consequence of the intelligence remved from 
Worth, General Wool immediately set out for Saltillo, 
which General Taylor thought should be occupied both 
as a dependency of Monterey, and as controlling the 
defile which led to Monclova and Parras, from which 
large supplies were expected. It was moreover the 
capital of Coahuila, and therefore important in a poHdcal 
point of view. This changed the whole of the course 
marked out for General Wool, and very properly too, 
inasmuch as there was no route from Monclova to Chi- 
huahua except over the rugged Bolson de Mapimi. 
Chihuahua too was considered as already conquered, 
Hnd ea^y to be taken possession of by a movement of 
the army of the west (Kearney), within the sphere of 
which it might with more propriety be included than 
of General Wool's. 

One thing is worthy of remark. General Wool seems 
to be the only general who really has made conquests in 
Mexico. When he left Parras, the ladies of the town, 
anxious to make some exhibition of gratitude for the pro- 
tection he bad afibrded them, sought to be pmnitted 
to take care of the invalids unable to march with htm. 
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Stdneqaeot aceouDts sa; this was not a boBow prc^es- 
non, bat diat they really noised the inTalids caidully and 
Idodly. 

Immediately after his landing, Saota Anna had 
tbanwn himself forward with the annj he had collected, 
and fltreateoed Worth and Riley at Montemorebs, and 
t^most aU the detachments in the valley of the Rio 
Grabde and northward of the arid plains between San 
I^iis and Saltillo. Hie object of diia maixeuvTe was, 
doubtless, to induce General Scott to divert his arma- 
ment from Vera Cruz, to secure the conqaests already 
made. This was not a movement likely to deceive 
Gen»^ Scott, wbo, in his letter to General Taylor, from 
New York, dated November 23d, eiiowB a thorough 
ap[seciation of the tactics of Santa Anna, and the man- 
ner by which his plans could and must be foiled. In ' 
that letter the general-in-chief intimated to him the pro- 
priety of uniting Wool's force with his, thus securing 
the latter an equivalent for the six hundred regulars 
commanded by Woith, withdrawn from Monterey. 

General Taylor saw at once the weight of these sug- 
gestions, and was further induced to consolidate his own 
and Wool's forces, in consequrace of the menaces of 
Minon, who had previously captured a force of Arkansas 
and Kentucky hoise, and routed a scouting-party com- 
manded by Lieutentant-ColoDel May, at Encamacioo. 
General Wool reached Saltillo about the 33d of Decem- 
ber, most opportunely, as General Taylor was, in conse- 
quence, eofdiled to return to Victoria to resume a search 
after Urrea. The arrival of Wool also induced Santa 
Aura to retreat at once to San Luis, after having thrown 
much of his command across the desert. 

Santa Anna, aware th^ Worth had been recalled 
with the mass of regulars, marched again to attack 
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Genenl Taylor, who, «beii he became aware of the 
Mexicaa chief's intention, set out at once to meet him. 
On the 20th of Febraaiy, General Taylor had occupied 
Agoa Nueva, a hacienda about eighteen miles south of 
Saltillo. This hacienda is at the southern extremi^ of 
two parallel ranges of hills, which at two other points, 
•t Camero and Buena Vista, converge closely, and else- 
where are spread out into a broad valley. General Santa 
Anna had intended to pass around General Taylor's 
flank, and either force him to f^t at Saltillo and Buena 
Vista, or to besiege him in the position he bad taken. 
To effect this plan it was necessary either to march boldly 
by the main road, or to make a detour and occupy Buena 
Vista. The third movement which suggested itself to 
Santa Anna, was to operate on the left of Saltillo, and, 
though he seemed to prefer it, it was found altogether im- 
practicable, as well on account of the poverty of his com- 
missariat, as of the nature of the country. The proba- 
bility was, that he intended to seize Buena Vista by the 
detoitr from the right, but being anticipated by General 
Taylor, would not confess he had been out-generalled. 
General Minon, who subsequently had a controversy 
with him in relation to the conduct of this battle, stated 
boldly, that General Taylor not only beat him with his 
battle-pieces in the field, but out-manteuvred him in 
castling bis pawns. The selection of the position of 
Buena Vista is attributed to General Wool as the sug- 
gester. The army took position on the 21st of Feb- 
ruary, directly in front of the hacienda of that name. 
Immediately after the encampment of the army. General 
Taylor, who did not anticipate an attack so soon, went 
to Saltillo, which was menaced by Minon, leaving the 
immediate command with General Wool. 

"niis battle has already been described in the sketch 
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of General Taylor, but it might with as much pro- 
priety have been postponed to the present time. The 
troops were posted by General Wool, the orders ema- 
nated from him, and his plan of battle was not altered 
throughout the long and hard-fought action. Wool at 
Buena Vista was in feet what G^ieral iScott was at 
Niagara. The pnTate letters all speak of General 
Wool's great exertions, and his daring valor aideared 
him to those men, of whom, gainst their wishes, he had 
made soldiers. The " old war-horse" (such had long 
been his sdiriqiid in the anny) was seen everywhere 
quickening the chaise and encoura^g the wavering 
battalion^ and his clear and musical, but very positive 
and dogmatical voice, was heard not only above the 
musketry, but stronger still, amid the wild cheer of the 
men of Arkansas and Missisappi. General Taylor, in 
his official report, states that the troops were posted by 
General Wool, and in its conclusion makes the following 
strong and positive encomium : 

"To Brigadier-General Wool my obligations are 
especially due. The high state of discipline and 
instruction of several of the volunteer regiments was 
attained under his command ; and to his vigilance and 
arduous service before the action, and bis gallantry and 
activity on the field, a lai^ share of our success -may 
justly be attributed. During most of the engagement 
he was in immediate command of the troops thrown 
back on our left flank. I beg leave to recommend him 
to the favorable notice of the government." 

The dischai^e of the volunteers who won this 
battle, and the tardiness in sending forward the ten 
provisional regiments intended to replace them, have 
subsequently kept General Wool from the field. 
During this time he has been either at Saltillo or 
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JAoaiBKjy busily engfiged in preparing tha new troops 
as they arrive, for other conquests. It seems not 
unlikely that in a short time the irii^ of General 
Taylor will again advance. Whai. that takes place, 
we shall bear a good account of Wool's diviaon. 

The conspicuous services of General Wool at Buena 
Vista, wiU doubtless obtain for him from the govern- 
ment, die brevet of major-general. This is all be can 
e3q>ect ; the policy of the United States government 
evincing that in its opinion brevets, which are mere 
titles, are the appropriate rewards of soldiers, while 
substantial commissions and command are conferred on 
those who have been eminent in the paths of peace. 
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David E. Twioos, 
Biigidicr-Gencral. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TWJOOS. 

Euly UTe of Twiggs— Appointad capuin— Afiiin in Florida 
Bhok Hawk war— B&ttle of Ouilhkgoochie— Bank of Twiggs 
and Worth— Palo Alto and Remca de U Palma — Twiggg ap- 
pirinted goTflmor of Matamona — Cairo GFoido. 

At the increeae <tf the regfular army, which enabled 
Gen^sl Ta^r to lay aside hie brevets for a full commis- 
tdon of major-general, the preudent vas authorised to 
appoint two other goieral officers, with the rank of briga- 
diers, and one of these commissions was conferred on 
Colonel D. E. Twi«6s, of die 2d dragoons. AuthentiG 
iolbnnation derived &om the family, tells us that Gene- 
ral Tw^gs is the fifth son of General Jc^n Twi^s, of 
of revolntionaiy memory, viboae aavieea in the stormy 
crins of the era, when Georgia heratated to adopt 
the cause of the other colonies or to remain &ith- 
fid to Great Britain, won him the appellation of the 
« Savior of Georgia." This he merited, for when the 
revolution broke out, he raised at bis owa expense and 
long kept in service an enective brigade, which rendered 
most valuable s«vice to the cause of independence, 
more than once in danger of bnng acdnguisiied in that 
province. 

General Twiggs was bom at the residence of his 
grandfather, who had been one of the companions of 
' (^ethorpe, in lUchmond county, in the year 1790. 
At an early age he was matricnlBted in Franklin Col- 
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l^e, at Athens, vfaere he remained but a short time, 
haying bees removed to Augusta to study law in die 
office of Thomas Flouraoj, Esq., under the charge of 
whom he completed bia legal studies. At this time the 
war of 1812 broke out, and at the instance of his &ther, 
young Twi^^ was appointed a captain of the 3d in&n- 
tiy. Of the old regiment bearing this number, it is 
believed, there now remain in service only two other 
officers. Captain Twi^s was, duriog the war of 1813- 
13-14-15, stationed on the southeastern frontier of the 
United States, kept, it will be remembered, continually 
on the alert by the British, who had virtual possession of 
Amelia Island, and other of those detached portions of 
Geoc^a and Florida, operating from which he was able 
to create much alarm, but effected nothing serious. 

This was a sphere in which not even Bayard could 
win renown or celebrity; but, while there. Captain 
Twi^ earned a reputation for soldierly bearing and the 
correct and exact performance of his duty, which he 
has in every sphere of his service constantly maintained. 
When peace was made, Captain Twiggs was retained in 
the service, without a diminution of rank; and, for the 
feithfiil manner in which he had conducted himself in 
service, received the brevet of major. 

Major Twig^was next called on to participate in 
events which were most important in character, and ex- 
ercised great influence over the country, though now 
, tKglected and almost foi^tten. It will be remembered 
that in 1817 Florida was under the Spanish flag, and, 
in consequence of the long disturbances wfaich had ex- 
isted in Spain, its defence was confided to a most inade- 
quate garrison. Spanish authority was virtually extinct, 
or existed only to shield the ne&rious designs of a num- 
.ber of fore^;n outlaws, the majority of whom were of 
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.^tidi«TM:aictioii,agBinMUte United States. Hieleaden^ 
4)f ttie most in^rtant of them, ireie two p^nousj called 
Nichols and Woodbine, who had earned a most unenvi- 
..i^le nputatioD in the circumstancea which rendered 
necefisaiy the invasion of Florida by General Jackson, 
in 1814. Similar outrmeH- continued until 1816, when 
(■^neral Jackson, etill in command in the south, wrote to 
<the Spanish goveroor, firmly but respectfully requiring 
him to put an end to the outrages then being committed 
under the conuusod of the unfortunate Ambrister and 
Arbudmot, against the United States. Nichols, the in- 
' stigator of these atrocities, established a fort near St. 
Mark's, on the Apalachicola ; ironi which such outrages 
were perpetrated, that General Jackson determoed to 
destroy it, and seat against it Colonel (since General) D. 
L. Clinch, widi a large detachment of regular troops 
and five hundred friendly Creeks, under the celebrated 
cbieftmn, M'Intosh, who subsequently met so untimely 
a &te. On the approach of the Americans, Nichols and 
Woodbine, after exacting an oath that their confederates 
would not surrender, fled. To supply Colonel Clinch's 
command with munitions of war and provisions, two 
schooners had been sent, under convoy of two gunboats, 
with which Colonel Clinch attacked the fort, and, in a 
diort time, destroyed it. 

East Florida was under the command of General 
Gaines, who, on the 16th of November, received from 
the war department orders immediately to remove the 
Indians from a territory ceded by them to the United 
States, at a prior treaty with General Jackson. Aiter 
•ending a judior officer to Foultovvn, to summon the 
chief to visit him, and account for his conduct, the In- 
dian refused, and Majoj Twiggs was immediately de- 
tscbed, with two hundred and fifty men, to " brii^ him 
Vol, n 9 
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in." The Indians attacked the command, which, how- 
ever, in a severe engagement, totally routed them, after 
having; killed and wounded a large number. On the 
next day, be proceeded to Foultown, to attack them 
in their stronghold. Finding the town, however, de- 
serted, he destroyed it. Fot his conduct of this expe- 
dition, he was highly complimented by General Games. 
The scene of these operations was in the neighborhood 
of Fort Scott, situated on Flint river, near its junction 
vrith the Chattahoocbie, in the present county of Deca- 
tur, in Georgia. General Gaines was at this time at 
Fort Scott, which, being in want of provisions, was 
ordered to be supplied from Mobile. Tlie vessels, with 
the supplies, under Major Muhlenbei^, having been de- 
tained by contrary winds and sickness, a command was 
sent to their assistance, under Lieutenant Scott, who 
reached the vessels in safety. On his return, however, 
Homotlimed, the chief whom Twiggs had defeated, at- 
tacked him at the mouth of Flint river, killing bis whole 
parl|r, except six men, who escaped. With Lieutenant 
Scott were many women and children ; one of the for- 
mer of whom was made prisoner. This state of things 
induced the government to order General Gaines to 
attack the Indians, if they appeared in force, even on the 
Spanish side of the line. In obedience to this authority, 
that officer entered Florida, and proceeded towards 
Amelia Island, where a number of Indians, negroes, and 
British outlaws were said to be in force. On the 26th 
of December, 1817, General Jackson was ordered to 
assume command ; and, in case he should consider the 
regular force under General Gaines too small, to call on 
the executivea of the neighboring states for troops. 
After having collected his army, on the 10th of March 
he crossed the Flint, and advanced towards the mouth 
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of the Apalachicola, On dw ISth, he eirived at tlw rite 
of the fort deetroyed by Colonel Clinch, in the mouth 
of July, 1817. Geoentl Jackson ordered it to be rebuilt, 
and called Fort Gadsden, intending to use it as a depot 
for provifflo&s expected from New Orleans. About this 
time, he made an arrangement with the Spaniah gover- 
nor, by virtue of which, on the payment of duties, pro- 
visions were allowed to be sent to Fort Crawford, at the 
head of the Escambia, by the channel commanded by 
Fort BaranCBs, on the bay of Pensacola. On this expe* 
dition, Major Twi^s accompanied General Jackson, in 
command of a portion of the 4th in&ntry ; thou^, in 
consequence of the system of reports at that day being 
by no means as perfect as at present, it is sometimes 
difficult to find traces of his participation in positive 
events. 

AAer the destruction of the fort at St. Mark's, by 
Colonel Clinch, the negroes and reAigees had made St. 
Mark's their rendezvous, and thither had been in the 
habit of carrying the trophies they had taken from the 
Americans, and of disposing of their plunder. When 
General Jackson appeared, however, at the head of his 
army, the governor refused to adoiit them, and they 
threatened to take possession of the fort and town. 
Accordingly, General Jackson determiaed himself to 
seize it, and on the 7th of March it was occupied by 
Major Twiggs, at the head of three companies of the 7th, 
and one of the 4th infantry. The Spanish garrison made 
no resistance, and it was afterwards sent to Pensacola 
with the authorities. Near this place Alexander Arbulh- 
not was taken and confined. His subsequent fote is well 
known to all. 

On the 9th, General Jackton left St. Mark's and 
marched towards the towns on the Suwannee. Befure 
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be h«d gone ose day's march, Mcintosh with fan 
Indiaos overtook him, together with the Toluoteera from 
Temienee. On &e 16th he reached the towns, and 
liter a feeble lesistance, in which eleven IncUans were 
killed, routed them. Arbuthnot's adtooner wbb here 
taken, with fall evidence of his infamous conduct, and 
abo Robert C. Ambrister, hia confederate. The Indians 
being now apparently entirely subdued, the Georgia 
troops and Mcintosh's Indians were discharged, and 
General Jackson returned to SL Mark's with the rest of 
the army. He arrived there on the 25th instant. He 
immediately convened a court, of which General Gaines 
was the president, before which Arbutbnot and Ambrista 
were arraigned. Being found guilty of a variety of 
chaises, the first was hung and ^te latter shot on the 29tb 
of April. Of these occuirences, which created so much 
excitement, not only in America, but in Englaiid and 
Spain, Major Twiggs was a spectator, and was led to 
approve always, in the fullest sense, of General Jack- 
son's course. He participated in all the final scenes of 
that campaign which resulted in the capture and military 
occupation of all Florida. It is not a little remarka- 
ble that Major Twi^s should have captured St. Mark's, 
the first town taken trom Spain, and subsequently become 
a colonel, die town of Point Isabel, the first fruits of 
the Mexican war. 

After havii^ been promoted to the lieutenant- 
colonelcy of the 4th in&ntry, Colonel Twiggs par- 
ticipated in the brief campaign of the Black Hawk 
war, and commanded under General Scott the troops 
on board the steamboat Henry Clay, when the cholera 
broke out in the army. During that fe^ul scene, 
Colonel Twi^s acted so as to win the admiration of 
all, and took the responsibility of landing his command 
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near Fort Oratiot, on the lower end of l/ake Hann. 
How fearfiiUy the troops suffered there is best conveyed 
by the simple statement that they disappeared. A great 
number died of the disease, and the rest deserted and 
penshed in the wilderaess, where the ^rolres devoored 
their bodies. The last to leave the boat was Cokmet 
Twiggs. 

Always a fiivorite of General Jax^aaa, be was 
as%ned by him to the command of Augusta aranial, 
in the days of nullification, and when that crisis passed 
was stationed with his regiment at New Orleans. 

When the Florida war broke out, Colonel Tw^gs 
accompanied General Gaines to the battle-ground i^ 
Dade, and at the battle of the Withlagooclue was 
second in command. On the 8th of June, 1836, he 
was appointed to the command of the 2d raiment of 
dragoons, and almost before its organization was com- 
plete he was ordered to Florida. The character of the 
war was then changed, and the system of dotting the 
territory with small posts completely put an end to all 
offensive operations ; and when Colonel Worth, Colonel 
Twiggs's junior, assumed command theie, Colonel 
Twi^s was of course relieved. Domestic troubles 
incident to the illness of members of his fkmily, kept 
him long on furlough. 

At the breaking out of the Mexican war. Colonel 
Twiggs was ordered with the squadrons commanded by 
Captdns Ker and May to join General Taylor, with 
whom he was encamped at Corpus Christ! in Texas, 
and with whom he marched across the Neuces to the 
north bank of the Rio Grande. This was the first 
occaidon on which for a number of years three officers 
of as high rank as colonel bad served together without 
a common superior; and, with the confusion produced in 
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anaj rank by the odious brevet system, the drcoia- 
stance could not but lead to difficulty. Id this army, 
rank according to commission stood thus : 

General Taylor, Colonel Sth in&ntry, April 4, 1833. 

Colonel Twiggs, Colonel 2d dragoons, June B, 1S3S. 
General Wortb, Colonel Sth iniiinby, Jolj 7, 1S38. 

The last general, however, had received a Iwevet 
for gallantry in Florida, dated March 1, 1842 ; which, 
if brevet rank gave command, altered their precedence, 
by postponing Colonel Twiggs's to Worth, nearly six 
years his junior. This Colonel Twiggs would not 
hear of. He knew himself to be colonel of a regiment 
of horse, and that General Worth, after all said, was 
but a colonel, with rank junior to his, and claimed 
command whenever General Taylor was absent. Ge- 
neral Worth also was disposed to sustain his brevet, 
and between the two much friendly discus^on ensued. 
It at last became necessary for the commanding general 
himself to interfere, and Colonel Twiggs was main- 
tained in his pretensions to command. FoUowing the 
example of his model. General Scott, on a similar 
occaidon. Worth immediately tendered his resignation, 
and was penftitted to set out at once for Washington. 
He arrived but a few days before the whole nation 
was aroused by the news of the battles of Palo Alto 
and La Resaca, and of the advance of General Taylor 
cm Matamoras. Worth had left the army at a time 
when it seemed by no means improbable that actual 
war would long be delayed ; but now, when be heard ■ 
that blood had actually been shed, he retnmed to it 
to do subsequently good service. 

Colonel Twiggs remained with the army, and On the 
25th of March was ordered by General Taylor to take 



»-it., Google 



PALO ALTO. 125 

poae«<Hi of Point Isabel, held by ihe Mexican Gene-, 
ral Garda, with about two hundred and fitly infantry 
and artillery soldiers. Tl)is was a bloodless achiever 
meet, the Mexicans merely destroying the houses and 
public property, and flying when Colonel Twiggs, 
at the head of about two hundred and twenty-five 
dragoons, entered the town. This capture was Impor- 
tant, aa it enabled General Taylor to establish his depot 
within the Brazos de Santi^o, without being compelled to 
receive his supplies by way of the drcuitous and diffi- 
cult navigation of the Rio Grande. It was immediately 
made a port of great strength, and with a suitable 
garrison became the port of entry into Mexico ; it 
is not improbable, that within the last two years, more 
vessels have entered it than have sailed into all the other 
ports of the Mexican republic. 

Colonel Twiggs immediately afterwards joined Gen- 
eral Taylor, and marched with him in his perilous 
undertaking, to and from Fort Brown and Point Isabel. 

At the battle of Palo Alto, the right wing of the 
army was commanded by Colonel Twi^s, and he 
commanded Mcintosh's (5th infantry), Allen's (4th 
b&ntry), Morris's (3d infantry), Churcbhill's eighteen- 
pound guns, and part of Garland's command. This 
battle has already been referred to, and the part each 
officer played in it is so linked with the distinction 
earned by all, that it is impossible here to separate 
them, and useless to repeat the whole story. Similar 
was his conduct at La Resaca ; and General Taylor, for 
his partidpation in, and services at both of these 
oGcanons, compliments him most highly. After being 
placed by General Taylor in charge of the arrange- 
ments for the exchange of prisoners. General Twiggs 
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took command of the adrance of the force wUch 
entered Matamoras. ^■ 

Of this place he vas appointed military governor; 
and if we believe the history of his predecessor, and 
of the distinct po^tive justice of his administration, the 
people at Matamoras must have esteemed the sew judge 
a special benediction. 

He immediately placed the whole city under the 
strictest discipline, enforced order, instituted a search 
ai^er secreted arms, in the course of which he made 
many valuable discoveries, and converted Matamoras, 
which is said previously to have been one scene of out- 
rage, into a quiet orderly town. Here he remained 
until General Taylor coUmenced bis advance towards 
Monterey. His valuable services, during a long mih- 
. tary career, bad in the meantime pointed bim out as one 
of the persons on whom one of the promotions authorized 
by Congresss hould be conferred. On that occasion, he 
commanded a division in front of the town, and, as has 
been already described, did good service there. He not 
only effected all he had been ordered to do, a diversion, 
but carried the works and held possession of them uutil 
the next day, when he was relieved by General Quitman. 
On the third day of the fight, with his veteran division, 
he penetrated far into the streets of Monterey, almost to 
the main plaza, and contributed in a great degree to the 
capture of the city. 

General Taylor complimented him for his participa- 
tion in the glories of the day, and for the valuable ser- 
services rendered when second in command, which he 
became immediately on General Butler leaving the field. 

After the surrender of Monterey, in consequence of 
the success he had in pacifying Matamoras, General 
Twiggs was ordered to occupy it with his divisioDj 
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and dtd so until recalled by General Scott to participate 
in the attack on Vera Cruz. He thai commanded with 
distinction, satisfied Qenerat Scott, and had the proud 
satisfaction of seeing a detachment of his oM regiment, 
the 2d dr^oons, which he had trained to victory, defeat 
and cut to pieces a Mexican cavalry force five times as 
numeroos. 

When Vera Cruz surrendered, and General Scott 
commenced his advance towards the capital. General 
Twi^s's divi^on was made the van of the vi4iole army, 
pre<%ding by several days the other divisions of Pat- 
terson and Worth. On the 17th of April, the army 
reached the pass of Cerro Gordo, even in the days of 
the Mexican revolution reputed impr^nable, and more 
than once maintained by guerillas against numerous 
Spanish forces. This pass was now held by Santa Anna, 
at the head of twenty thousand men. After a careful 
reconnoissance, General Scott dedded on the plan of 
battle, and as^gned the most prominent post to General 
Twi^s, in the famous General Order 111, dated Plan 
del Rio, April 17th, 1847. In this order General 
Twi^s was directed to turn the enemy's left, and occupy 
the national road in his rear, so as to cut off all retreat. 
In case of a sudden attack, it was ordered to be rein- 
forced by a portiwi of the volunteer brigade of General 
Shields. After the enemy should be routed, General 
Twi^s was ordered to pursue towards Jalnpa. All 
this was done ; and thus General Scott, in his communi- 
cation of the next day, speaks of it : 

" In this burned and imperfect report, I must not omit 
to say that Bngadier-General Twiggs, in passing the 
mountain range beyond Cerro Cordo, crowned with the 
tower, detached from his division, as I suggested before, 
a strong force to carry that height, which commanded 
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tbe Jalapa road at tbe foot, and could not fail, if caAied, 
to cut off the whole, or any part of tbe enemy's forces 
from a retreat in any directioD. A portion of the 1st 
artillery, under the often distinguished Brevet Colonel 
Childa, the 3d infantry, under Capt^ Alexander, the 
7th infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Flympton, and 
the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the temporary 
command of Colonel Harney, 2d dragoons, during the 
confinement to his bed of Brevet Brigadier-General 
P. F. Smith, ccnnposed that detachment. The style of 
execution, which I had the pleasure to witness, was 
most brilliant and decisive. The brigade ascended tbe 
long and difficult slope of Cerro Gordo, without shelter, 
and under the tremendous fire of artillery and musketry, 
with the utmost steadiness, reached the breastworks, 
drove the enemy from tbem, planted the colors of tbe 
Ist artillery, 3d and 7th infantry — the enemy's flag 
still flying — and after some minutes of sharp firing, 
finished tbe conquest with the bayonet." 

General Twi^s has subsequently participated in all 
the achievements of tbe operations in front of Mexico. 
He is yet in command of his diviaon. 
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Stephen Watts Kearhet, 

Brigadier-General. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

KEABNEY. 

Family of Kearney— War of 1812 — Anecdote — Semoea in 
the west — Eipedition agaJnBl Sonla Fe — California — Battle 
in California — Colonel Fremont. 

At the same time that General Twiggs was nomioa- 
ted to the senate, Stephen Watts Kearney was ap- 
pointed a brigadier-geoeral. To him thia rank has 
borne no new reputation, but only made more conspi- 
cuous a merit which won the adpiiration of the whole 
army in every grade he had previously held. It has 
been the misfortune of the army, that its best men have 
been for a series of years buried in the wilderness, and 
that materials for a biography of some of its most impor- 
tant members are difficult to be had. This is peculiarly 
the case with General Kearney, 1^0, however, has made 
some impresses on the history of the military transac- 
tions of the country too deep to be effikced, even by the 
neglect to which all not bora in the purple are liable- 
Stephen Watts Kearney, when the war with Great 
Britain in 1812 occurred, was in his eighteenth year, 
and a student at that venerable university at Princeton, 
New Jersey, which has around it more than one recol- 
lection to excite Ae imagination of the youthfiil. His 
&mily was one of high respectability, connected with 
the Watts, De Peysters, &c-, of New Yort, and had 
long been established at Newark, New Jersey, where 
Ae subject of this memoir was bom. His birth-place is 
now in possession of a kinsman of his own name. 
Hie story runs, that bis relations, from the idea that 
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youth disqualified him from bufieting vith the traiptB- 
tions and withstanding the hardships of the campaign 
on the Canada line, wished him to remain quiet at 
college; but with that fixedness of will, which has 
characterized him through life, he made up his mind to 
enter the service, and exhibited such decision, that bis 
friends ultimately consented and procured him an ap- 
pointment of first lieutenaat in the 13th regiment of in- 
fantry, then about to be sent to the Canada frontier. 
The captain of the company to which he was attached, 
was the present veiy distinguit^ed General John E. 
Wool, recently celebrated for his services in Mexico, 
and as mspector-general of the army, long known as one 
of its best disciplinarians. 

In that army Kearney met a consteQatioii of brave 
men, each of whom has written his name in a bold hand 
oft the record of subsequent events. Among them it is 
sdficient to name the present General Towson, Colond 
Fenwick, deceased, General Worth, and others better 
known at that time because they were of hi^^ter rank. 
The army was then emphaticaOy the home of the educa- 
ted gentlemen of the countty, who, &r frx)m being di^ 
couraged by the surrender of Hull, had crowded into 
the service to wipe out die disgrace entailed by him on 
the country. This intention they ably accomplished, and 
■ by frie devotion and valor tbey evinced, made an army 
second to none which ever existed, and erected them- 
selves into an example, which, if the subsequent triumphs 
of our national arms have equalled, they have not sor- 
passed. 

It has been aptly said of the French army, that, bril^ 
liant as were the rewards held forth as inducements to its 
marshals and generals, some rays of gloty and a guerdon 
would not unfreqaentty rest on the humblest belmet. 
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Hub, howeret, was not the case ia oar anny, small ai 
it was, foi ID the reports o( no other service do we find 
such chary loentioD of subordioatea. Foi this reason 
was it, that thou^ young Kearney bore among the offi> 
cers of the whole anay the reputation of a brave soldier, 
and had performed feats of daring which would have 
won him hi^ honors and rapid promotion fiom any other 
government, at the end of the war he had advanced but 
one grade, being still in his old re^ment as a captain. 

He had, however, distinguisbed himself, having been 
a participator in the gallant charge of Wool on the 
Bridsh battery at Queenstown, and one of the officers 
surreodered with Scott, when a colonel, after that gallant 
but unsticceasflil affair. Being soon after exchanged, he 
served throu^ the war with much distinction. 

Subsequently, during the mutual chase of the English 
navd commander, Sir James Yeo, and Commodore 
Chauncey, around Lake Erie, the latter refused to ac- 
cept a challenge to fight Ms adversary, because he had 
no marines, while with tlKse forces the English com- 
mander was supplied. Captain Kearney was then sta- 
titHied at Sackett's Harbor, where the American squad- 
ron was, and volunteered to act on board the American 
vessels with his company. A gaUant captain, Homain, 
of die artillery, also joined in this ofTer, which, however, 
the American commander did not accept. 

As previously stated, it is most difficult to trace a 
-'junior officer throng the mazes of military service, 
unless he be made conspicuous by a staff* appointment; 
and peihaps it is not desirable diat we should. The 
best, in fact, that can be said of one of this grade is, 
Hist he did his duty and obeyed orders, followed in the 
rear of his company, like a good soldier, and was always 
willing and ready, in case of eme^;ency, to replace bis 
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captab. Subaltern officets an placed in a moat limited 
qihere. Their good qualities malce no noiae out of the 
legiment, whOe their errors and blunders are trumpeted 
tu and wide. We, therefore, bear no more of Keamej 
than of other meritorious men who have since won b^ 
feputation. 

The redactioDB both of 1816 and 1821 left Kearney 
in possession of his rank, though in another regiment 
He had been transferred to the western department, and 
served at eveiy post on the frontier from Fort Snelling 
to Fort Towson, the last of which was established bjr 
him. He, as a Inajor, with the 6th infantry, accom- 
panied General Atldnson la the expedition made in 
1824 to the Upper Missouri, and was subsequendy 
stationed for a long time at JeSerson Bairacks, near 
■St. Louis. While there, he was married to his wife, 
a Miss Radford, step-daughter of General Clarke, 
long Buperiotendent of Indian aOairs, and companion 
of Lewis in his perilous expedition to and from the 
Pacific Ocean. This was previous to the establishment 
of Fort Towson. 

During this time he was an intense student, and ac- 
quired the reputation of being one of the most rigid di» 
ciplinarians and best tacticians in the service. He bad 
borne, from his entry into the service, the reputation at 
being one of the coolest and calmest men imag^able, 
viiom nothing could discompose. Nothing can more 
fully illustrate this quality, than the following anecdote :''■ 

While staboned at Jefierson Bairacks, General Kea^ 
ney was drilling a brigade oa one of the open fields near 
that post. The manceuvre was the nmple exercise of 
marching in line to the front. An admirable horseman, 
he sat with his face towards the troops, while the horse 
he rode, perfectly trained, was backed in the same direo 
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tion, along which the comiiuuid marched. At once the 
aDimal £eU, fasteaing the rider to the ground bj hia 
whole we^t His brigade had been drilled to 
such a state of insensibility, that not one of them 
came to his assistance, nor was it necessary. The 
line had adraaced to within about ten feet of him, 
when in a loud distinct voice, calmly as if he had been 
in the saddle under no unusual circumstance, Gen- 
eral Kearney gave the command, " Fourth conqkuty 
obstach — HASCH." The fourth company, which waa 
immediatdy in fitint of him, was flanked by its captain 
in the jrear of the other half of the grand division. The 
line passed on, and when he was thus left in rear of his 
men, he gave the command, " Fourth cmtpani/ into Une 
— ^MARCH." He was not seriously injured, extricated 
himself from his horse, mounted again, passed to the front 
of the re^ment,'and executed the next manceuvre in the 
series he bad marked out for the day's drill. No man 
in the army has given rise to or become the subject of 
so many anecdotes, many of which, though half mythic, 
are cbarscteristic.* 

Soon afterwards promoted to a lieutenant-colonelcy 
in the 1st regiment of dragoons, on the organiziH 
tion of that re^ment in 1833, Colonel Kearney waa 
ctrarged with its discipline. The commander, General 
Dodge, subsequently governor of the territory from 
which were formed the states of Iowa and Wiscon- 
sin, though a very brave man and the possessor of 
many laurels won in the wars of the west, was ignorant 
of all drill and of the routine of service and discipline, 

* A lout in relation to the Prince tUgsnt, Boid to have been 
pT«n bf an Ameiicui officer at Quebec, prerioiulj referred to, if 
lometimei attribuied to (reneral Kearney, and sametinm to the' 
lata Major Lomax. It i» characteriltie of both offieerl. 
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abiolately necessary for any one chvged with the fbnAa* 
tion of a new corps. 

This was an onenua duty ; for since the revolution 
there bad been no cavoliy in the army exce|it the two 
raiments which existed during the war, in the course <^ 
which, ooly on one occaaon was horse embodied as part 
of a line of battle. The rangers, i^ch did such good 
service in the northwest, were, in feet, mounted in&ntry ; 
the horse not being used in action, bat only for the 
purpose of overcoming distance. Of this chantcter were 
also Colonel Johnson's mounted gunmen, which made 
the anomalous but successful charge at the Thames, 
when the enemy vere routed, not by the physical effici- 
ency of the troops, but by the moral force of a thousand 
men charging at speed. 

The art of war had so materially changed that die 
old }i^t-boTse tactics of the revolution were superseded, 
and the book put forth by the mixed commissioa of 
army and mili.ia oflBcers, of which General Scott was 
I resident, was intended for militia exclusively. A 
system of tactics was not only, therefore, to be made by 
General Kearney, but men and officers were to be trained 
in the new arm. How admirably diis duty was di»- 
chained, is proved by the behavior of the two dragoon 
regiments in the Mexican war, and the mounted rifles, 
formed almost out <^ his re^ments, having been com- 
manded by Major Sumner at Cerro Gordo, promoted 
from the 1st dragoons, and contiuning more than one 
other officer of the same regiment. From the young 
officers who grew up under the eye of Colonel Kearney, 
it is believed, more members of the staff have been 
, selected tlum from any other corps ; and several years 
since, in 1838, when hostilities with Mexico seemed 
imminent, General Gaines, who ceituoly knew vdiat n 
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soldier was, published an order in winch he spoke of the 
1st dragoons as " the best troops I ever saw." This 
came apfsopriately from a man who had beaten back 
repeated assaolts of the British 89th. 

Id 1834, Colonel Kearney participated in the disas- 
trous expeditioa of Geoeial Leavenworth to the Pawnee 
Peaks, and, after the death of that officer, returned with 
the rest of his force, which consisted of the 1st dragoons 
and 3d infentry, to Fort C^bson. From this post, with 
four companies, he was ordered to march across the 
states of Arkansas and Missouri to the mouth of the 
Des Moines, where he almost entirely constructed the fort 
of the same name, with the labor of his troops. 

The circumstances of this afiair deserve particular 
• reference, lliere is not the slightest doubt that men 
enlisted as soldiers may legally be required to labor at 
military works, when woikmec cannot be otherwise ob- 
tamed. Itis not so clear, however, that the govern- 
ment has a right to transform soldiers into house-joiners, 
when a dense population near at haod is anxious to be 
employed. The order from the department, however, 
required that the fort should be so constructed, and 
Colonel Kearney obeyed in spite of the murmurs and 
discontent of the enlisted men of the squadrons he com- 
manded, at what they thought an oppressive violation 
of the terms of their contract of enlistment. Large addi- 
tions in 1837 and 1838, were made by similar means, to 
the works and quarters at Fort Leavenworth. 

In 1835 and 1836, parts of the 1st dragoons under 
the orders of Colonel Kearney, made long marches to the 
head of the Mississippi, and to the Rocky Mountains. 
In the course of these expeditions he did much good by 
impres^g on the Indians of the remote tribes a due 
idea of the power of the government. He also acquired 
Vol. II. 10 
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a greot pnson^ nfluence over tbem, sti dtat by Ae 
Ob^^, Kansas, iuid other tribes BpeBldi^ dUecta -of Ae 
same radical tODgue, 'and Aere are many sueti, he was 
called Sumga Kahega MtAOot^a^ « The hnse-chief of 
the long knives." ' 

On the 4tfa or Jul;, 183«;by Bk lesignatkni OfColo- 
Del Dodge, he became colonel of the 1st dragoons, Bad 
establiEited his head-quarters at Fort Leaven-wordi, vAase 
he made his regiment, or that part of it which he com- 
manded directly, second to no troops in llie vorld. Hie 
following years were unmaiked liy anything i£ note, 
except difficulties between the Osqge Indians and Ac 
whites, near the Jdarais des Cigna, a tribotary of the 
Osage river, qu^ed withoat bloodshed, by meaus' of 
hb influence over both parties. 

In the summer of 1839, when tiie unfortunate Elias 
Boudinot and die Ridges, cbie& of the Cherolcees, were 
killed by their own tnbe, a frontier war was anticipated ; 
and Colonel Kearney was ordered with his regiment to 
Fort Wayne. 'Then, for the finA dme, he had under his 
command a full regiment of ten companies, a larger 
force, it is believed, of regular horse, than had before . 
been collected in the United States.* The Cherokee 
troubles were partially appeased, and he returned to his 
original post. While there, however, he did much sei^ 
vice by persuading the government to abandon the 
unheahfay post of Fort Wayne, which was become 
almost a burying-place, and seemed to have been esta- 
blished, so useless was it, for no purpose but to pander 
to the vanity of another officer, by allowing him a sepa- 

* On thii expedition, the qa&rtermaater'i department being onabls 
t» nipply him at the time with the neeeaury funds, Colonel Eear- 
aey u>ed his own private resources far the purpose of procuring 
■uppliei of all kindi for hia command. 



D,g,nz»-it.,Gl.)0^^li: 



SXnDITIOM ABAUmr SAUTA ». 137 

iMe-ooiamBAid, douUe ratiDiM, and fic«doiD lK>m con- 
tral. 

'Colonel ' iKeartey sBbeeqaently made aaity long 
nuirches, Hod acquired for die goremment a fund of 
iafonnetioQ <k%b«coauiig more valuable, and certainly 
not second to those services which von for another 
officer a ^^iraotion from a lieuteBsocy in the line tn a 
lieuteBaot-ooIwtdcy.* 

When titt war with Mexico began, the government 
of the United StMcs detemuncd on an expedition 
against Sat^ Fe, ^ Section of which was assigned 
to Colonel Kearney. The troops pr^red for ^ts 
expedition wrae excluuvdjr Missouri volunteers, with 
the exception of a portion of his own raiment. 

It was a hazardoiB experioMiit to condact over the 
prairie, a great portim of whidi was ill supplied with 
wood and water, a force ill disdfdined, to be prepared 
on the march to attack a densely populated r^on. 
Thoo^ the prairies had been frequently crossed by 
oaravans, it was far more diffictdt to subsist an army 
than a few score of western riflemen, who &om the chase 
could provide for tlmaselves. This could not of course 
be done by an army. 

Colonel Kearney left Fort Leavenworth on about the 
last of June, 1846, at the head of the troops collected for 
his expedition. He was subsequently followed by 
another raiment of Missouri volunteers, and a Mormon 
battaUon, commanded by a captain of the army, with 
the temporary rank of lieutenant-colonel. 

On Uie 30th of June, the rank of Br^adier-General 
was conferred on CoI<meI Kearney, by and with the 
advice and consent of the senate. , 

*Lieatenuit.Ci>loneI Fr«miHit,pToniotMl from a lint lieutamiicy 
of the topognphical corpa. 
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Other troopa vere sent on, which made the whole 
force under his command about thirty-five hundred men. 

With this force, on the 1st of August he reached 
Santa Fe, which he occupied without difficulty, having 
accomplished a march of one thousand miles, without 
loss, in thirty-four days. 

On his approach, General Arroijo, cdtnmander of 
New Mexico, who had assembled and commanded at 
that very time four thousand men, marched to a defile 
which he had made arrangements to defend ; but after a 
coundl of war dispersed his forces, and with a few 
dragoons fled to Cluhuahua. On the 18th of August, 
the national flag was hoisted for the first time, and a 
national salute was fired. At that moment, the general 
was proclaiming the conquest ; when the first gun was 
fired, he said, "There, my guns proclaim that the flag of 
the United States waves over this capital." In obedience 
to instructions from the government, he claimed the 
whole territory as a conquest of the United States, 
without any reference to the course of the Rio Grande. 

After an expedition southward, for the purpose of 
pacifying the whole country, and extending over it the 
authority of the United States, General Kearney left 
Santa Fe for California, with about half his force ; but 
when he had proceeded about one hundred and seventy- 
five miles, he received informatioQ that California had 
already been taken possession of by the naval forces of 
the United States, and thai it was perfectly quiet. 

On the reception of this news. General Eeamey 
determined to dispense with the services of a portion 
of his force, taking only so many men as were deemed 
necessary for an escort. He therefi)re selected one 
hundred men for this purpose, and ordered the remtunder 
back to Santa Fe. He was accompanied by Captains 
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Johnson, Turner, and Moore, Lieutenants Hammond 
and Lore, and Lieutenant Emory of the topographical 
engineers. With this command he recommenced his 
expedition — taking with him, as guides, three of the 
persons who had formed a part of the express company 
which had brought the news of the capture of Cali- 
fornia. 

The troops he thus sent back were sufficient in num- 
ber to enable Colonel Doniphan to eflect his brilliant 
inarch firom Santa Fe to the head-quarters of General 
Taylor, a distance of twelve hundred miles, through an 
enemy's country, without supphes, and constantly in the 
presence of the enemy. It enabled Doniphan to win 
the battle of the Brazito and consolidate the conquests 
of the United States, — a larger extent of country, it is 
believed, than ever changed its flag in the same short 
space of time. 

After the departure of Colonel Kearney, the people 
of New Mexico showed some restivenesa, and an insur- 
rection occurred, soon suppressed and altogether unim- 
portant, except that in the course of it, Captain John 
Henry King Burgwin, d the 1st dragoons, one of the 
most promising young officers of the army and accom- 
plidied gentlemen of the country, fell at Taos. Captain 
Bui^in was killed on the 30th of January, 1847. 

The inarch of General Kearney across the great 
barrens of the west was difficult, but accompanied with- 
out any event, until on the 19th of June, 1847, he 
arrived at the mouth of the Bio Gila, where from a 
party of Califomians he learned that a counter-revolu- 
tion had taken place, and that the Americans had been 
expelled from Puebla de los Angelos ; that Commodore 
Stockton had taken San Diego, though the people of the 
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country were iu ponewiou even of the poatioiis inimetU- 
ately arouiid it. 

On the !M of December, 1846, General Kearney 
airived at Wamer's rancho, the extreme eastward set- 
Qement of Califonuai Ha there reoeived fiirther inteUi- 
gence of the state of aJGtirs on the sea^ioard, all confinn- 
iog what was told him on the Colorado. He farther learned 
diat Andres Pico> an actiTe leader in the revolution, had 
one hundred and twenty well mounted men in the 
neighborhood, stationed is the vicini^ of the roads lead- 
ing into San Diego ; so that an encounter seeiaii^ 
inevitable, U waq determined by General Keamey to 
attack him. 

Marching faiihei on, he ascertained, ihi the lu^t of 
the 6th of December, that this party was mcamped ten, 
miles beyond, at the Indian village of Sm Pascual,, 
which was on the road to San Diego. On the morning 
of the 6th, the enemy, having heard of his approach, 
were drawn up at this place, aad as the dragooos ad- 
vanced and charged on them, they fired and letreatedi 
about half a mile, then rallying suddenly, they fought 
with their lances, surrounding the foremost of the meO' 
who were pursuing (hem, many of whom they killed. 
Af^er a desperate and h«id-to-haBd fight, they were 
hitly driven from the field. The American loss in this 
action was very severe. Three (^oers, Captains John- 
son and Moore» and lieutenant HammoBd, and sixteen 
men were killed and fourteen wounded, including Gen- 
oral Kearney and seven t^cers. The loss on their ^de 
» not known with any certainty, thou^ there is no 
doubt it was mucdi less than that of the Americans, whQ 
fought at a great disadvantage, being poorly mounted 
on broken-down mules, while the enemy, having 
superb horses, and being the most skilful riders in the 
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wofUi, made deadi; ebarges vith the lance. It was 
vith this weapon tliit all the diagoons vat wounded, 
with cme exoeptioo ; Captain Johnson having been shot 
through the head. 

General Kearney exposed hixoa^ verjr nuich in this 
aotios. He waa wounded severely with a lance, and 
would ao doubt bare been killed but for the timely aid 
d* Lieutenant Emory, of die t<q>ograpbiGal corps, who 
gallantly rode up to the fescue, and shot with his pistol 
d>e man who was about to make anodiei deadly thrust 
at his commander. 

The moiin^ duty of burying the dead, and tbe 
attention required to die wounded, caused such a delay 
that the mar^ was not resumed from the battle-^;iound 
until tbe next day. Being much incumbered widt die 
packs and the wounded men, who were carried along 
with much difficulty, the progress was very slow ; and 
as tbe enemy were evidently watching the American 
movements closely from the bills arotind, where a few of 
them were seen, and were no doubt waitii^ for a good 
opportunity to take advantage of the crippled condition 
of General Kearney's force, he had to advance with 
extreme caution. While moving slowly along, after 
having made but nine miles, the enemy suddenly ap- 
peared, charging at a fiirious pace from the rear. The 
Americana immediatdy drew up to receive them, when 
th^ as suddenly wheeled off and made for a rocky hill 
near by, with tbe intention of firing down into his com- 
mand. General Kearney seeing this movement, deter- 
mined to occupy the hill ; and, although some forty or fifty 
of the enemy had got up among the rocks and com- 
menced a fire upon him, they fled before a handfiil of his 
foremost meiu He then returned to the plain, and, 
as it was getting late in the day, encamped on the spot. 
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llita was an excttiog dtirmirfi, in which none, bowenr, 
vae wounded, though the bullets flew'thick and fiut 
The enemy had one or two wounded, and lost serenl 
horses. 

It was now evident that Pico intended to harass the 
American troops by maldng an attaclc in every pass 
that afibrded him an advantage. He was enabled by ' 
bia superior boises to occupy them before General 
Kearney ; and as his wounded men were suSering s^ 
verely and required rest, and this position was a strong 
one, Kearney determined to hold it until he should 
receive a reinforcement from Commodore Stockton, to 
whom an express had been sent by a trusty Indian. He 
temained there four days, and was closely sorrounded 
by the enemy, who had received an addition to their 
forces, and now numbered over two hundred men, so 
that he could procure no provisions, and had to subast 
entirely on mule-flesh. Seventy-five marines and one 
hundred seamen, under command of Captain Zeilin, of 
the marine corps, came firom the ships Congress and 
Portsmouth to his assistance ; and with this efficient 
force he marched into San Di^;o without molestation. 
The distance was thirty miles, and was marched in two 
days without difficulty. 
. General Kearney arrived at San Diego on the ISth 
of December. Having ascertained that General Flores 
was at the Puebla de los Angelos, with seven hundred 
men, and prepared to make a strong defence. General 
Kearney and Commodore Stockton immediately com- 
menced to organize a force to march on that place and 
retake it Six hundred men, composed of seamen and 
marines from the Congress, Cyane, and Portsmouth, 
Captain Gillespie's company of California volunteere, 
and the remnant of the United States dragoons, were 
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seat forward with six pieces of artillery. The whoie 
of this force was of course commanded hy General Kear> 
oej. The companies of saikns and marines were com- 
manded by the officers of the navy and marine corps 
attaclted to the squadron, \^o hare throug^iout this 
C^ifbraia war been doing active land serrice. The 
dragoons were under Captain Turner and Lieotenant 
Davidson, now the onlysurriving officers of the squadron 
oi the 1st dragoons, which came through with General 
Kearney. Lieutenant Emoiy, of the topogr^hical engi- 
neers, who rendered most efficient military service 
throughout the expedition, was made adjutant-general to 
the army. 

After having had two alcirmi^es with the enemy, on 
the 8th of January General Kearney met a mounted 
force of Mexicans, mx hundred strong, with four guns, 
commanded by their governor, Flores. With die 
' promptness characteristic of him, General Kearney im- 
mediately drew up his men, covering his front with a 
strong par^ of sldrmishers, placing the wagon and bag- 
gage train in the rear of them, and protecting the flanks 
*and rear with the remainder of the conmiand. He then 
proceeded, forded the river, carried the heights and drove 
the enemy from them, after an action of about an hour 
and a half, during which they made a change upon his 
left flank, ■v\aeh was repulsed; soon after tttis they 
retreated and left him in possession of the field, on triiidi 
be encamped that uig^t. 

The next day (9th of January) he proceeded on 
his march at the usual hour, the enemy in his front and 
on his flanks. When he reached the plains of the Mesa, 
their artillery again opened upon him, and the fire 
was returned by his guns as he-advanced ; after hover- 
ing around and near him for about two hours, occa- 
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BMMlly ddrmidiiDg witti him durtBg that time, tkey 
concentrated their force »ad made Hwtfaer cha^ on his 
left flank, ^ich vas quidd; Mpabed. Shortly aftra 
this they retired, he coatinning his march, and in the 
aAemoon encamping on the banJcs of the Mesa, three nulra 
below the oi^ De los Angelos, vhidi be «itcred on the 
foUowing moniing (Juniaiy lOtfa), without iiirdier mo- 

IcStKMH). 

The Amwican lost m the actioBS of ^ 8th and 9th 
•woB small, being hot one private killed, and two officers, 
Lieutenant Rowan, of the navy, and Captain C^espie, 
at the Tolnnteers, and elevoi privates, wounded. The 
enemy, mounted on fine horses, and being superior riders, 
carried ofi* their IdUed and wounded, 'fhe number of 
them is unknown, though it must have been consi- 
derable. 

At tioB affair Captain Stockton was present, though 
aoeonling to his own letter, General Kearney had the 
military oondoct of the afiair. Iit^ite of this, an 
account was puUished, attributiDg all the credit to 
Commodore Stooktcm. 'Colonel Kearney's long service 
is a voucher (or all that he states, and the above account ' 
is taken nearly vnbatioa tnta his despatches. All the 
credit of the batUe bef<»>e San Angelos, is due to Gene- 
ral Kearney. 

Subsequently, when General Kearney and Ctxnmodore 
Stockton next met, the former produced his commisnon 
as commander of the country and dvil governor, under 
the aga manual of the president. The latter disputed 
the authority of this commissioB, on the ground that 
the country was already conquered, and that the com- 
mi^OQ was therefore superseded. Facts contradicted 
this, for while within California, General Kearney bad 
been attacked by a hostile force, and had lost thriw 
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effieen, (<me of vhtm, Ciqitei& Johatm, wu tmo t^ 
' the most promiang men in the army), apd igaaj men in 
a pitdied battle. Wu Caliibmia tbaa wnqnerad ? 

The unpleoflaDl: part ef the afiaii: vas, that Lieoten* 
anb-Colooel Fiemont disobeyed the orders (^ a bngadi«>- 
general cf the snny^ and in joefaiaice, submitted to 
tlie cosimuidfl (^ one of the jinutv captains of the 
navy. This is a violation of propriety and mUitar; 
etiquette, excua^ife perhaps in Coltmel FreotODt, w1k> 
had served but a sbwt time, hut BCBfoely to l>e- expectad 
from a man thought fit &r the oommaad g£ tieutenaBt< 
oolcmej, aad superior in rank to: mai^ vfaevtffe in Urn 
service and motioned in gaMttea,, d^iKl fimn atrieko) 
fields before his birth. 

Many absurd reports were subsequently diculated 
in relation to General Kearney, who is represented to 
have said that he would shoot Colonel Fremont as a 
traitor. This report is altogether untrue ; for all who 
know General Kearney are aware, that if he had said 
BO, he would have made good his words when Fremmt 
was in his power. 

Id this disagreeable affair. General Kearney acted 
trith unusual moderation; and as Captain Stockt(Hi, 
comparatively at the head of a superior force, would not 
obey him, he obeyed Captain Stodctcm, rather than that 
the interests of the United States should be c(»npromised 
]3j a divided authority, three thousand miles from the 
nation's capitol. 

When at last the light artillery, Stephenscn's New 
York volunteers, the Mormon battalion, and another 
naval force, commanded by Commodore Shubrick, arrived 
in California, Kearney was prompt to exert his 
anthority ; assumed command of the country, padfied 
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it, and then sent his lecusant jomor to the United 
States in Birest. 

What the superior authorities, in the hands of whom 
is Colonel Fremont's hie, will do, remains to be 
seen. Genera] Kearney is now in the United States, 
amply competent to speak in vicdication of his own 
conduct, and needs not the pen of an old subaltern of 
bis regiment.* 

The charges preferred against Colonel Fremont have 
not as yet been brought before a court-martial. Why 
the custom of the service has in this respect been varied 
from, is a matter probably to be explained hereafter, as 
the department has yet said nothing in relation to it. 

* Vid« Appendix. 
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Ths fcwie •oldier, ihongh h* be tmvi, knowsUi not the muegB at ihg banc, 
A an Ibe Tnan-it-aniHf dirvol iht ■TliJlpris. NcH fiTBn cui the ebinrgBOM 
■Iwiyi IDSU tiiil lh< liiw pn^nioiii of funpoinlH'. 

Tia Pax Euum— London, 1103. 
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CBAPTER I. 

Prscedenoe of military corp»— Hirtory of the diagocni tenien 
— Liglit dragoons — Nature of theii seiTice — Oigauitatioo of 
dragoon i-egimentB — Cn-ralry tacticB — Colonel ClifW — Major 
Boone— Coknel Thornton — Hajot Stmmer— Colonel Hamey 
-'{kdmel P. V. Smith— Hexkan lamoem— -The lance. 

Not, only as before stated, kave officera e lank and 
precedence, but also companies, r^;iiaent8, brigades, 
and diyisions, by whioh, on occasbns of ceremony, tbar 
precedence is regnlated. This is understood to refer 
exclusively to parades, for obviously, the interest of tlie 
service, and the due performance of duty, trill some- 
times require that one regiment occupy the poA of honor 
and sometimes another. The difierent corps with mili- 
tary organization, have been thus amnged : 

1. 3%e light Artillery. 

2. 7^ light Caeaby. 

3. Other Cavalry. 

4. Artillery. 

5. In&ntiy of dw line. 

6. Ibflemea. 

7. Volunteers. 

8. Militia. 

When that portion of the naval establithment known 
as the marine corps, which, however, is altogether mili- 
tary in its oi^nization, and in the most peifect state of 
discipline, serves with the army, which it is contem- 
plated it dtall sometimes do, it has rank immediately 
after the riflemen, the officers ranking of course vritfa 
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those of their own grade in the line of the aimy, m* 
cording to the date of commis«on. 

In the army proper, there is neither light aitilleiy a$ 
a separate corps, li^t cavaliy, nor riflemen, and coaae> 
quently the militaty establif^ment is by no means so 
varied as it is in the service of other nations. Thii 
divison will, however, afibrd Em opportunity for a natural 
order in describing the remainder of our service. 

AH the cavalry in the United States service (with the 
exception of one regiment of mounted riflemen) are 
dragoons, defined by Dr. Johnson to be << men who 
fight indifierently on foot or horseback ;" a phrase by 
which the lexicographer meant « men who indifierently 
fight on foot or horseback," Their name is, however, 
derived from a peculiar helmet worn by the first troops 
of this kind, on which as a crest was a dragon's head. 
This explanation may induce in the mind of the reader 
some doubts as to whether the slaying of the dragon by 
the patron of England, St. George, may not be based on 
a hand to hand contest of that worthy, with some soldier 
dracone cristatus. This helmet seems to have been long 
worn by mounted men, since we find it in the aUi 
relievi of Herculaneum and Pompeii, and in the illumi- 
nations of the monkish era. 

On an illumination of a missal of the church, which I 
have been permitted to examine, is a representation of the 
Good Centurion with a helmet of this character. In the 
Prussian and Austrian service this helmet was retained 
until within a few years, and the bxaous adrassiers of 
Napoleon's old guard wore a piece of defensive armor, 
identical in general appearaiice. 

The modem dragoon is not, however, of so dignified 
an antiquity. TTie first effect of the invention of gun- 
' powder was to change the whole art of war by the substi- 



D,g,nz»-it., GiUV^k' 



DRAOOONB. 151 

tntion of pilcemea aod baiquebnssiers or mufilceteera 
jbr the heavy meo-at-arms stid steel-clad knights of the 
earlier anays. The great mass of armies, which had 
prerioui^y been mounted, now became foot ; and the 
CODseqaence was, it not UDfrequeotly happeoed that 
a lew hone were, by a desperate charge in the old 
fitdkion, able to change the fortune of a battle. 

To ^t>ride against such an accident, and at the same 
time to possess a body of troops capable of acting either 
OB horse or foot, the force known in the strategy of oUr 
own times as dragoons, was levied. They were able, 
strong men, well disciplined and drilled both in the 
exercises of cavalry and in&ntry, and bore as arms, the 
sword and pistols of the cavalier, and the firelock of the 
foot soldier. They first make their appearance in the 
military hi^iy of the world about the end of the reign 
of the emperor Charles V., and more conspicuously 
dimng the campaigns of Gustarus Adolphus, of Sweden, 
and WaUenstein, in Germany. 

Before many years, however, had elapsed, cavaliy 
b^^an again to assert its due preponderance, and the 
natural preference of mounted men to fight in the saddle, 
rather than on foot, made the infantry portion of the 
dragoons' duty almost a thing of mere theory. Though 
dragoons, during the wars of the last forty years, have 
been everywhere that a battle has been fought, it is 
believed there is not an officer living who has ever seen 
a dragoon corps leave the saddle to fight on foot, unless 
when by some blunder it chanced to be shut up witbiu 
the trenches of a besieged fortress. The infaatiy drill 
is still, however, a matter of regulation enforced in all 
services, much to the distaste of the officers and men 
obliged to undei^o its inSiction. 

This is an old corps in the American army, Bland's 
Vol. U. 11 
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hght-horse and Lee's legion, of the revolutioDaiy artny^ 
havlog been dragoons in fact. At least the identicat 
sables, saddles, pistols, and carbines they used, wen9 
issued to the two dragoon regiments raised during tiie 
war of 1812. Hie services of those corps were exalted 
mou^ to wring iiom their opponent, the brave and 
famous Colonel Tarleton, the compliment that •< they 
were the best caraliy in the world ; men and horses bodi 
were blooded. With the speed of horses, they foogbt 
like tigers."* A similar compliment may be paid tv 
Tarleton's own corps, the mass of whom were American 
royalists, and the services of whom would have been 
invaluable, had it not been on the wrong side, and coif 
sequently thrown away. 

How well they fought, the long campaign in the 
Jerseys, the southern campaign, and, in {act, all the 
annals of the war, will show. It is believed that after 
the revolutionary war, the cavalry never was entirely 
disbanded until 1816, when every troop was discharged^ 
and the officers who had been commissioned in it were 
placed in the regiments of infantry and ardllery, whicli 
were retained. 

The probable reason why the dragoons were dis- 
banded, and no coippany even retained in service, is the 
fact that during the whole war, they were never used as 
battle-pieces. They rendered valuable services, but in 
unpretending ways; and, except at Sackett's Harbor, 
where they were without horses, won no particular 
praise. 

During the prepress of tbe Black Hawk war, it 
became obvious, that however good infantry might be, 
it was folly to expect that it could, with any probalnlity 

* SnInUntisll; quoted rrom a letter of Taileton, published some 
y™™ since in a sketch of the Engluh g^nerkl, Lord Bawdon. 
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ot tnicoess, pursue the mountecl sons of the forest. It 
tvas very true, that if the enemy -was not more than 
tJuee to one, the well disaplined foot of the United 
States could whip them ; but that precept of Mts. 
Glass's cookery-book, which recommends that a hare 
be cai^ht before it be cooked, was also an indispoisable 
ooodition of a victory over the indiatn. Congress there- 
fore authorized the equipment of a corps of mounted 
rangers, to serve during the war, and which occupied a 
footing simiiar to that of the ten regiments recently 
nised for service in Mexico. The progress of the war 
made more apparent the necessity of a cavalry corps, 
and on the expiration of the rangers' service a perma- 
nent r^^ment of dragoons was organized, into which 
were placed many of the officers of the rangers, and 
others selected from the regular service. 

A cavalry force cannot be raised in a day, and after 
many difficulties the regiment took the field; after 
DKirches to the &ocky Mountains, to the head-waters of 
Ae Mississippi, and the country of the Comanches, it 
was stationed at the two most remote military posts of 
the nation, when, under the command of its brilliant 
colonel, now a brigadier-general of the army, it acquired 
a reputation second to that of no other corps. 

- This regiment is of what are called light dragoons, 
being armed with a carlnne, sabre, and one pistol, 
and motmted on the muscular, active half-bred horses 
of western Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missouri ; 
it is not too much to say, the best for cavalry pui^ 
pbaea in the world. The equipage is of the simplest 
kand, consisting of a saddle-tree without any padding, 
bolsters, double bridle, cruppers, spurs, and valise. The 
uniform of the men is a blue coatee faced with yellow, 
overalls of sky-blue with yellow stripes, and a French 
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l^issar cBp> the most mgainly, lUHnrafertable Unig « 
man was ever doomed to wear, yntit r Jtoree-bur poot 
poon, and numberless long cords fkatened to and faiten* 
ing nothing. 

Their fatigue dress is simpler, being cto&posed <tf m 
plain blue jacket and foraging cap, braided mth yeOnv, 
and overalls, as in full uniform. 

So much particularity with regard to mere dress m^ 
se«a trivia], but it has long been esteemed by nalituy 
men as important that troops should be dressed, as 
Carlisle seems to tbinlc it is that a bouse of peers or a 
bench of bishops should not appear in pwris TtaittralAia. 

The nature of their service was peculiar. The 
policy of the gOTemment at the time of the organiza- 
tion of the 1st dragoons, and for some years after, was 
to remove to the western frontier tl» Indian tribes 
which had gradually been surrounded in their old homes 
. by the rapidly increasbg population of the country. 
Accustomed for some centuries to establish themselrcs 
and hnnt on any lands they found unoccupied by the 
whites, difficulties soon ori^ated in consequence ' of 
the emigrants acting ramilarly in regard to the territories 
of theabori^naUribesstrewnaroimdthem. Itisobvtous 
enough, that when an Indian people, like a beast of 
prey, onoe dips its teeth in blood, there is danger that 
it will be with difficulty restrained afterwards. The 
United States have thereibre always interposed oa such 
occasons to keep the peace ; and this arduous duty has 
been asEOgned to the cavalry. Throughout the whole 
Indian territory, at or near the principal villages of the 
tribes recognised as separate, are officers of what is termed 
the Indian bureau (who are in fact like otir constilB at 
foreign ports), diaigedwith the interests of the govern- 
ment, and known as Indian agents. These kept up a 
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ooncspotidence with the commanders tf the dragoon 
porta, and informed tkem of all ihat occurred. By means 
cf Ais intelligeSGc, thej were able by an array of military 
f(MV8 to check any outbreak, irite^er directed f^ainA 
another tribe or our own frontier, and to collect infor- 
nation in relation to the lands the Indian titles of vriacb 
have once been acquired, which haa enabled the first 
settlers more rapidly to derelope their value and resource^ 
and reap the greatest advantage from them. 

Nothing could be more simple than tiie equipage of 
a detachment of this corps, for service of this land. 
Often it has happened that the re^ment has been on 
parade when a requisition for its services arrived ; a few 
houra have sufficed for preparation, and the roll been 
next called fn from the post, at the first encampment. 
It was a tbatter of weeUy occurrence for squadrons, 
troops, and detachments, commanded by subalterns, to 
be thus sent forth, having before them no certain^ of 
retiun, except on the completion of their service, which 
ni^t occupy weeks, months, or retain them penna- 
uently at a new cantonment 

Always in the advance, they were, in fact, edatreurs 
for die rest of die army. Beyond the limits of civilized 
life, they have built almost every post they ever occupied, ' 
and in more than one instance have completed barracks 
but to see them occupied by another corps, and pro- 
<:eeded farther into the wilderness to be^ again a new 
aeries of labors. 

No man of any grade, in any corps of the army, leads 
an idle life ; and if any class of the community do ttieir 
duty, the soldier is certainly worthy of his hire. This 
■ ia with the dr^oons peculiarly die case ; they have no 
nst, there is no excursion into the states for them, no 
^barrack du^." They have always been in the field. 
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or piepariog to take it. The men and officers are, how- . 
ever, more attached to the service, it is believed, than, 
those of any other arm, and few have ever been willing, 
to exchange from it The records of the proper bureau, 
it ia said, show more re-enlistments in its ranks, than 
in any other corps in the service. It is, or was, no 
uncommon thing to see in the ranks of ^ company the. 
third of the men wearing the chevron, which denotes a 
second enlistment ; and it was rare to see a soldier, the 
appearance of whom would indicate that he bad ap-. 
proached even the middle of life. 

The dragoon regiments each con^ at present of a 
colonel, a heutenant-colonel, two majors, and ten com- 
panies, composed of a captain, a first and second lieu- 
tenant, and seventy-one non-commissioned officers and 
privates. Attached to the greater part of the companies is 
also a brevet second lieutenant. Besides these is the 
regimental staff, consisting of an adjutant, who is a 
lieutenant, a sergeant-major, quartermaster-sei^eant, a 
principal musician, and two chief buglers. 

Subsequendy, in 1835-36, a second regiment of 
dragoons was oi^anized, for the avowed purpose of 
actmg against the Seminoles in Florida, and in pros- 
pectu to relieve the Ist regiment of a portion of its 
arduous duties, which caused it to be scattered in de- 
tachments from the fort at the mouth of the Des Moines, 
a tributary of the Mississippi, to the frontiers of Texas. 
After the termination of the Florida war, the new regi- 
ment was sent thither and occupied posts on the tributa- 
ries of the Aricansas, whence they were removed to 
participate in the glorious events in the Mexican contest. 

During the discussion of the boundary on the north- 
western frontier, another regiment of cavalry was 
authorized, with the style of mounted riflemen. Th»r 
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are, however, dragoons, difiering from the other i^i- 
Dtentsof caTalryonlyin the colorof the feciogs of their nni- 
ferm, aod io the ftct that, instead of a carbine, they any 
a gan vith a somewhat longer barrel and smaller bore. 

When the present cavaliy corps was first organized, 
there was to be had in the whole country scarcely one 
work on the theory of cavalry, and no work on tactics, 
but a farrago put for^i for die instruction of the volun- 
teers by a board of officers of the army and volunteers, 
and a shorter work, with no merit but that it was written 
by a son of the celebrated Irish pattiot, Theobald 
Wolfe Tone. The latter had been in the French army, 
and subsequently obtained a lieutenau^ in that of the 
United iStates. His book had the two seemingly contra- 
dictory &ult5, of being both too difiiise, yet containing 
merely an idea of what was required. All who have 
read Tone's book will bear witness to this. The conse- 
quence was, the officets of the corps elaborated for 
themselves an admirable system, for which was ulti- 
mately substituted the book used at present. This was 
prepared by the joint labors of Major LJoyd J. Beall, 
Captain Hardee, and Captains Eustis and Turner, all (^ 
whom, then captains and subalterns of the 1st and 3d 
r^liments, were sent to France to obtain at the great 
cavaliy school of that country (which they were courte- 
ously permitted to attend), a knowledge of the improve- 
ments in equipage and mBnoeuvre recently introduced 
there. That system, combining the merits of the French, 
English, and American systems, is believed to be nearly 
perfect, and a valuable specimen of tactical literature. 
I It is believed that during the last fifteen years the 
dragoons of the United States have done more duty and 
marched farther than any other body of men that ever 
existed. The first regiment has gone (brice to Uie 
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mountains, and a pait of it has Tinted the diotes of the 
Pacific. Tbe men have been almost to the head (^ the 
Missisuppi, and have been far to the northwest along 
the Canada line ; from Texas to the extreme point of the 
vestcm frontier this regiment has marched, always 
sustaining every expectation formed of it. The fid 
r^^ent, almost on its organization, 'was sent to Florida. 
It serred throu^out that war, and encamped in every 
part of the peninsula. It was subsequently moved 
westward, and did as much good service as any troops 
in the amy in every battle-field of the present war. 

The 3d cavali; regiment, the mounted iffies, though 
its officers are not held in regulation to beloi^ to the 
same arm, may be referred to here. It is a new carps, 
scarcely two years old ; yet, under command of the vete> 
ran Major Sunmer, assigned to it from the 2d dragoons, 
won a conspicuous place in Uie official reports of Har* 
ney's cavalry fight in front of Vera Cruz, at Cerro 
Gordo, and other operations against the guemiierot^ 
between the city of Mexico and the sefr-board. 

The colonel of the 1st regiment of dragoons at pre- 
sent is R. B. Mason, promoted to the vacancy of General 
Kearney. The major is Cliftom Whabtos ,0De of the 
most elegant men and soldier-like officers of the army, 
who has won as a disciplinarian a high rqiutation in the 
service. Colonel Wharton is one of a family of soldiers, 
his father having held a high commisaon in the marine 
corps, and two of his brothers having banged to the 
regular stivice. The elder, a su^eoa of distinguished 
ability, died a year or two since, and the youi^er, 
Heiuy W. Wharton, is now a captain of the 6th io&n- 
try. 

Colonel Clifton Wharton entered the service as a 
second lieutenant of lig^t artillery, on the S8th of Octy- 
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ber, 1818. On the reduction of the army in 18&1, he 
was retained in the serviee bs i subohem of the 6th in- 
featry, from which he was promoted on the 4di trf 
March, 1833, to the senior captabu^ of the 1st dm- 
goons. On the re^gnatim of Colonel Dodge, on the 
4tfa of July, 1636, he became major, and on the 30di 
of June, 1846, lieutenant-colonel of this regiment He 
has during this time done much dnty, having frequentij 
commanded on long expeditions in the prairie, and at 
the time of General Leavenworth's march to the Pawnee 
Peaks, was assigned to a separate command and the 
onnous duty of escorting the Santa Fe caravan to the 
Mexican eastern line, extending, as ihea understood, 
across the prairie on tiiia ade of the Rio Grande. It is 
believed that since the days of General Pike, he fiist 
crossed the vast plains between the Stitte of Missonri 
and that river. Colonel Wharton is a native of Penn- 
sylvania, is mairied, and is about for^-years of age. 

Previous to the last session of congress there was but 
one major in any regiment of tlie line of the army. A 
law was, however, passed, authorizing an additional one. 
The majors of the 1st dragoons are, therefore, two in 
number. The senior major, Nathan Booeie, is oQe of 
die most noted men of the army, and deserves a particu- 
lar notice. 

Major Nadian Boone is a son of the distinguished 
Daniel Boone, the pioneer of Kentucky, to the portraits 
oS whom he bears the most striking resemblance. 

He is now far advanced in life: when the district 
of Kentucky was represented in the legislature of 
Virginia by his father, Major Boone, then a boy ten 
or twelve years of age, accompanied him to Richmond. 
This took place about the ye^ 1794, and consequently 
Major Boone must be more than sbcty years of age. 



D,g,nz»-it., GiUV^k' 



160 MOUHTED TROOPS. 

He lived in the state of Eentupl^ ui^ he had become 
grown, and mairied, and then emigrated to Mimotui 
aknost immediately. At that time the cession of Mis- 
souri as a part of Louisiana was incomplete, and young 
Boone was oae of the finit pioneen who crossed tiie 
Missisappi. To this circumstance a toast dniok at a 
military mess, in 1837, referred, the purport of whidi 
was, " Daniel Boone, a son of Carolina, the father of Ken- 
tucl^ and grand&tber of Missouri." Thiswas offered by 
the late much lamented Captain Burgwin, of the 1st 
dragoons, who had been a subaltern of Major Boons 
while tltc commandant of H company of the same regi- 
ment After a short residence in St. Louis, Major 
Boone {soceeded to St. Charles county, of which he was 
a citizen when the waragainst Great Britain was dedired. 
He was appointed a captain of mounted rangers on the 
S7th of March, 1813, and continued in service until the 
disbaudment of that corps after the peace. 

There was something peculiar in the o^;anization of 
this corps, which consisted of ten or more captains and 
twice as many subalterns, without any officers of higher 
grade. Under these circumstances, seniority was the 
only guide, and according to it Captain Boone often 
commanded on many and important expeditions on both 
sides of the Mississippi. For this duty he was well cal- 
culated. In his nature were united tiie daring courage 
of the frontier white, and tiie astuteness of the Indian. 
He understood and could unravel all the finesse of the 
Indian, and when an emergency arose, exhibited his 
An^-Saxon origin in the most do^ed perseverance. 
With the &mily passion for the chase, he had made him- 
self &miliar with most of the west ; and even now, in his 
old age, is able to draw charts of countries and districts 
he has not seen for a great many years, with an accuracy 
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g that of many \rho» with all the paraj^temalia 
of the topographer, are able to accomplish less. 

Long and lonely marches in the wilderness and pm- 
rie have taught him lessons untmown to the less observ- 
ing, and his practised eye enables him to discover sub- 
sistance where any other than an Osage or Wich^w 
would starve, and to follow the footsteps of game and 
his enemy over a wilderness seemin^y never before di^ 
turbed by human footsteps. Thus gifted, he was em- 
phatically the man to head such a regiment, and is said 
Bcver, in all his expeditions, to have made a Jauxpat. 

After the disbandment of the rangers, Captain Boone 
was employed sometimes as a surveyor, in which capa- 
city he laid oS many of the Indian boundaries in the ter- 
ritory north of Missouri, and sometimes as a trapper in 
the vast wilderness west of that state. In the meantime 
he had changed his home to a beautiful location in that 
perhaps most picturesque of all parts of the United States, 
the country west of the Ozark mountains, and between 
the Spm^ river, a branch of the Grand of the Arkansas, 
and the Marmiton, the south branch of the Osage. 
11ier« is the present home of his family. 

When the Black.Hawk war began, and Dodge raised 
his battalion of mounted rangers, which did such good 
service at the Bad Axe, Obtain Boone was again called 
into service, in bis old grade, with rank from the 16th 
of June, 1832. On &e expiration of the term of service 
of the rangers, he became the fifth captain of the 1st 
dragoons, a rank he hdd until June 30th, 1847, when 
be became senior major of the 1st dragoons. While a 
captain, he was ever st^oned with the then Colonel Kear- 
ney at Des Moines or Fort Leavenworth. General 
Kearney availed himself of his great woodcraft, and in 
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ril mercbeB of difficulty vn oarefid to take wiA bSni 
the pioneer captain of tiie arttiy. 

Gaptaio Boone is better t^eidated to lead eoldien 
imtnicted by otliers, than to iAstmct than personally. 
He is a man of iron nerve, childlilce umplicity of ckw- 
acter, yet ift the bottom with strong good sense^ suS-. 
eient to enable him to take care of his own intere^, 
and often to extend the aid of his advice to his friends 
and juniors. Where Captain Boone now is, it is diffi- 
cult to say. JS there be trouble, however, on any part 
of die frontier, he is to be found adjusting it. He has 
not been sent to Mexico, probably because his services 
cannot be dispensed with in Hxe west. In the settlement 
of the Osage difficulties, in 1837, and those which oiigi- 
nated from the death of Boudinot and the Ridges, in 
1839, Major Boone played a prominent part lliere 
are other officers of distinction in the 1st dragoons, 
amongwhom are Captains Turner and Steen, and junior 
officers, many of whom have earned for themselves dis- 
tinction. 

No regiment of the army has paid so heavy a quota 
to the war with Mexico as has the 1st dragtkms. Cap- 
tain James Allen died of fever contracted in the prairie, 
at Santa Fe ; and Captains B. D. Moore and Abraham 
Robinson Johnston, and Lieutenant f . C. Hammond, 
were ViUed in General Kearney's fight with the Califor- 
nians. Captain J. H. K. Burgwin died in front of his 
squadron in a skirmish near Taos, in New Mexico ; and 
Captain Enoch Steen was severdy wounded at Bueoa 
Vista. Major Sumner, wounded at Gerro Gordo, was 
but recently promoted to the 2d dragoons, and was in 
reputation completely identified wiA the 1st diagoons> 

The 2d dragoons during the Florida war, 1896, was 
organized for service in the south and west. Its organ- 
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isattoagtve mnch ofience, not only in the amy, bat to 
all who knew anything of the circumstanoes att»4ing it, 
Tlie two senior officers w«re old soldioB who koew ^eir 
duty ; but it is beliered that but ooe of the captains had the 
smallest idea of discipline other than that derived from 
holiday semoe in a vohinteer corps. Of the ten cap- 
tains of the regiment at its oigaiuKation, but one remains 
now in die regiment, the present Major Beall of the 1st 
dragoons, who had previously been brereted for service 
in Florida. This is the K^meat of Brevet Lieutenaot- 
Oolonel May and of Captain Thornton, two officers ^rito 
have recendy attracted much attention ; lieutenant-Colo- 
nel May has been before spoken of. 

Captain Thobhtoh was a native of the northern nedc 
of Virginia, and entered the service on the 8th of June, 
1838, as a second Ueutenant of dngooos. On the lot 
of February, 1841, he became a captun, having passed 
almost all die intervening period in Fl(Hida, where, as a 
subritem (tf the troop of Major L. J. Beall, and ofiea 
oa independent occasions, he von much reputation. In 
this warfiuw Captain Thornton's conduct wss most 
eccentric ; he dressed habitually in sldn, wore his hair 
and beard long, and fiom his wild look was on moi« 
than one occa^n in danger of being shot by sentjoela 
nnfamiliar with his person. He was, however, an ex- 
cellent officer, kept his troop in good order, and was 
always ready for duty. When the present war begaOj 
Captain Thomtea accompaued his colonel, the present 
General Twi^, thither, and bosUUties may be said to 
have commenced with the attack on his command. The 
circumstances of this are well known. For the loss of 
his command. Captain Thornton was subsequently ar- 
rested, tried, and honorably acquitted. At the battle of 
Contra^ this gallant soldier was killed by a capnon-ebot. 
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'The semor major of this regimait, E. V. Strfinres, is 
probably the brat officer of the grade in the service, into 
which he entered as a sectHid lieutenant of the 2d infantry, 
March 3d, 1819. A first fieatenant during the BUtdk 
Hawk war, be was connected with the commissariat, and 
served on General Scott's staff. On the orgatiizaticw 
of the 1st dragoons, March 4th, 1833, he became the 
second captain of the r^ment. On the 30th of June, 
1846, he was promoted to a majority of the 2d. 
Durit^ this long period of service, Major Sumner has 
had high and important commands confided to bim. He 
has made long marches, and won the reputation of b^ng 
the best drill officer of the army. When the cavalry 
school at Carlisle was organized, the command of it 
was given to him, and much of the efficiency of the 
eorps is to be attributed to his exertions. When the 
camp of mstructi(» was established in 1838 at Trenton, 
a. J., Major Sumner commanded the splendid squadron 
of dragoons which attracted so much attention. This 
circiunstance is especially creditable to lum ; with the 
exception of a few sergeants, not (me <^ the enlisted men 
had been ax months in the service, and were commanded 
by officers whom he had trained himself. The reputa- 
tion of Major Sumner, however, depends on more bril- 
liant feats. Immediately on the organization of the 
regiment of mounted rifles, its colonel, P. F. Smith, was 
assigned to the cocamand of a brigade, and as its other 
field-officera Had no military experience whatever, 
scarcely having teen a regiment of regulars in their 
lives, Major Sumner was placed in command. He di»' 
chai^;ed ^ trust so well, that this new regiment was one 
of the most distinguished at Cerro Cordo, and in the skir- 
mish on the 16th of April, he was wounded in the head 
with a musket-ball. When Cerro Cordo was carried, the 
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carriage of Santa Anna was captured and appropriated 
to the major, viho tnasted on being up with the adrance. ' 
Strangdy enough, though the ball struck him an- the 
forehead iiill and straight, it did httle more than break 
the EJds, and he was not prevented by it from attend- 
ing to any duty whateTcr. 

The colonel of the 2d dragoons, W, S. Hashey, is 
an old soldier, having entered the serrice as 3 second 
lieutenant of the Ist intantiy, February 13th, 1818. In 
this raiment he served many years, and was subse- 
quently appointed paymaster. When the 2d dragoons 
were organized, ihe commission of lieutenant-colonel 
was conferred on Wharton Rector, Elsq., of Arkansas, 
who was permitted to exchange portions with Pay- 
master Harney. 

Colonel Harney served with distinction through the 
* Florida war, where he contracted a painiul disease, 
which made absence from service necessary. He passed 
the winter of 1839-^ at the Havana, and in the spring 
resumed the command. During the summer of that 
year he becanie notorious for having executed a party 
of Seniinoles taken by him in the Everglades. On the 
breaking out of the Mexican war. Colonel Hamey com- 
manded a division of General Wool's army, and was, 
subsequently to his occupation of Monclova, assigned to 
the command of four companies of his own regiment, 
while his Itententant-colonel, who had seen but little real 
service, was, at the head of ax troops, ordered to join 
the forces directed against Vera Cruz. Ttus order 
Colonel Hamey disobeyed, and was arrested and ar- 
raigned, therefore, before a general court martial, irtiidi, 
thou^ it found the facts as stated, inflicted but a nomi- 
nal punishment. He accordingly joined the army of 
General Scott, and with him proceeded to Vera CruK. 
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On the S5th of Mardi (during tbe mg« of Vera 
Cnu), Golooel Hamey was placed by General Scott m 
comaaad of a force of tbe 3d dragooiw, commBoded by 
Major Sunmer, aod a party of dismounted csvalry under 
C^itain Crc^ban Ker, to attack a large force of Mexican 
cayaliy near the Madelina river. On approaching tbe 
Puente Morena, ihe road to wbich is lined by chapparal, 
he reconnoitred with care, having .previously heard that 
it was barricaded and defended by two thousand men, 
with two guns. 

The enemy was prepared, and ^en he came within 
sixty yards of the bridge, opened a heavy fire on the 
dioaounted sldmuiihers, seveial of whom were killed 
and wounded. Seeing the bridge was fbrtiGed, and the 
enemy in force to dispute the passage, Colonel Harney 
fell back, and sent a request for two pieces of cannon, 
with the aid of which be felt convinced he coidd drive 
him from the bridge, and put him to rout. In tbe mean- 
time, Captain Hardee, who was es^ged in, disembark- 
ing his horses, hearing of the batUe, collected all the 
footmen ha bad on shore, and all he could find in camp, 
numbering more than forty, and came to the field. 
Colonel Harney was also joined by a company of tbe 
1st Tennessee regiment, commanded by Captain Cheat- 
ham, and part of foor companies of the ^d Tennessee 
regiment, under the orders of Colonel Haskell. Soon 
after this, Lieutenant Jndd, 3d artillery, arrived with 
two pieces of artillery, and immediately dispositions for 
an attack were made. Captain Ker, widi die dismounted 
dragoons, was placed on the lefi of ^e road leading to 
the bridge, the volunteers on the ri^t, while C^taia 
Hardee, wi^ Lieutenant Hill, were directed to keep 
near the artillery, to support it, if necessaiy, aad to be 
in readiness to charge on the tHidge. Major Sumner, 
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wilfa the monnted men, ms held in lewrve. linrtenant 
Jodd WB8 directed to move down the load with caution^ 
M it was drcnitons, and the bridge not visible lotit 
wfthin fi% yards of the fortification. He did so with 
great judgment; bnt he was no sooner seen than the 
whole fire of the Mexicans was concentrated on his party. 
Hoping to divert thor fire, Colone] Uamey ordered the 
Tolnnteers to commence firing on the right, and Captain 
Hardee to extend hia men to &e left snd fire also; 
I^eatenant Judd, nothing daunted, opened upon the 
fortificatioD, and after six or eight well directed rounds, 
die heads of the enemy were no longer seen above the 
parapet. At this moment a cha^ was made upon the 
bridge ; and the volunteers, headed by Colonel Haskell 
and Cq>taia Cheatham, and the dtagoons under Captain 
Hardee, nndied upon it with fearless intrepidity, llie 
fortification opposed no obstacle. It was immediately 
taken ; but by this time the enemy had fallen back and 
re-fiinned beyond the bridge. Colonel Hani^ then 
ordered the American troops to leave the bridge, and 
seat for Major Sumner's command, which came up in 
gallant HCyle, and cha^d upon the enemy. On his 
approach the footmen fled into the woods, but the lancers 
were met and completely routed. Lieutenant Lowry 
and Oaks, vrith three men, pursued a party of about 
thirty lancen, who tamed off in a byroad, and all but 
five were either sabred or dismounted. Major Sumner 
Bud Lieutenant Sibley, at the head of the first set of 
fours, had several pnsnial encounters with the enemy, 
vrtio vrere, in ev&cy instance, ti&eT killed or dismounted. 
The pursuit was continued to the village of Madelioa, 
ax miles Aom the bridge, from whidi another party of 
loBCers were seen retreating; and lieutenant Neil), 
Vob.II. 12 
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adjutant 3d dragoons, bong in advance, pursncd them 
with a small command yet farther. 

Colonel Hame; continued the pursuit so far that 
be only retired to camp at night-fal). The American 
kM8 was beavy, one o^%r and many men having been 
lulled and wounded. The conseqnences of the affair 
were important, and put an end entirely to any opera- 
tions of the enemy's cavalry against the besieging army. 
Colonel Harney accompanied the army in its advance to 
Cerro Cordo, wbere be commanded a column directed 
against one of the enony's strongest defences. That 
affair has already been described ; it may not, however, 
be improper to refer again in this connexion to Qeneral 
Scott's account of his services : 

" A portion of the 1st artillery, under the often dis- 
tingui^ed Brevet Colonel Childs; the 3d infontry, 
under Captain Alexander ; the 7th infantry, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Plymton ; and the rifles, under Major 
Loring, all under tt% tanporary command of Colonel 
Harney, 3d dr^oons, during the confinement to bis bed 
of Brevet Brigadier-General P. F. Smith, composed 
that detachment. The style of execution, which I had 
the pleasure to witness, was most brilliant and deci- 
nve. The brigade ascended the long and difficult slope 
of Cerro Cordo, without shelter, and under the tremen- 
dous fire of artillery and musketry, with the utmost 
steadiness, reached the breaBtworks, drove the enemy 
from them, planted the colours of the 1st artillery, 3d 
and 7th infantry — the enemy's flag still flying — and, 
after some minutes of sharp firing, finished the conquest 
with the bayonet. 

It is a most pleasing duty to say that the highest 
praise is due to ' Harney, Childs, Plymton, Lorii^, 
Alexander, their gallant officers and men, for this bril- 
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Gant service, iodependait (^ the great result •which soon 
, followed." 

An officer wlio fcnght at Cent) Oordo, thus describes 
Coloiid Harney's partidpatJon in tias affair : 

" Tke Btorming and capture of the Btrong works on 
Cerro Cordo, by ^ brigade under Colonel Harney, 
naj be looked upon as oik of the most brilliant achieve- 
Bients of the Mexican war — the fate of the battle turned 
upon it, and here the enemy had placed an overwhelmr 
ii^ force t>{ his best troops. The hill was steep and 
naturally difficult of ascent ; but independent of this, 
the ground was covered with loose, cragg;y rocks, an 
imdeigrowth of tangled chappar&I, besides many small 
trees, the t(^ of which were cut off some ibur or five 
feet bum the ground, and turned down the hill to impede 
the pn^resB of the stormers. To dimb the height at 
all, even without arms of any kind, would be an under- 
taking that few would care to attempt ; what then 
tauat it have been to men incumbered with muskets and 
cartridge boxes, and obliged to itispute every step of the 
predpitons and ru^ed ascent? Murderous lowers of 
grape and cannister greeted our men at the onset ; and 
aa tiiey toiled unfaltering through a tempest of iron hail, 
e heavy fire of mu^try opened upon them. Not a 
man quailed — with loud shouts they still pressed upward 
and onward. At every step our ranks were thinned, 
but forward went the survivors. 

Whra within good musket range, but not until then, 
was the fire of the enemy returned, and then commenced 
the dreadfitl carnage of the strife. The Mexicans held 
to their guns with more than their usual bravery, but 
nothing could resist the fierce onset of the stormers. 
Over the breastworks with whidi the Mexicans had 
surrounded the crest of the hill they chfirged ; and 
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ahouting, attadced the enemy in his very strooghtdd. 
The latter now fled panic-stricken, but Btill be was 
pursued ; and it was not until the affrighted fu^tives 
had reached a pcnnt without the extreme range of th«r 
own cUmon, which had been turned upon them at the 
wset, that they ceased in their flight. The national 
colors of our country now su[q>Ianted the banner of the 
enemy ; the difiereut regimental flags were also planted 
on the crest and shouts louder than ever from the victois 
rose upon the air, struck terror into the very hearts of 
the enemy in the works still untaken, for they knew that 
tbdr strong postion had been turned, and that they 
were at the mercy of the men they had scoffed at in the 
morning. Never was victory more complete, although 
purchased with the blood of some of our best m&a. 
lieutenant Ewell, of the rifles, was among the first 
within the enemy's breastworks, and it was here that 
be received his death-wound. The interior of the work 
was covered with the dead of the enemy, amoi^ them 
General Vasquez, Colonel Falacio, and many of tb^ 
officers, while the hill-aide down which they fled was 
strewn as well. Nearly two hundred men were left dead, 
while the wounded would swell the number to at least 
five hundred — some even put it down as high as seven 
hundred. 

The reg^ents compomng Colonel Harney's command, 
and whidi successfully stormed the noted Cerro Gordo, 
were the 1st artiUeiy, under Colonel Childs ; the 3d in- 
fiintry, under Cqitain E. B. Alexander ; the 7th in&n- 
try, under Colonel Plympton ; and a portion of the rifle^ 
under Major Loring. Many cases of indiTidual bravery, 
performed by subidtem officers, have been mentioned ; 
but as I cannot particularly notice such as I have heard 
of without peihapE doing injustice to others equally me- 
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riloriou9, 1 shall forbear writing until I have more full 
information. I had almost forgotten to state that four 
oompanies of the 2d infantry, under Colonel Riley, took 
an active part in the assault." 

The afi&ir in front of Vera Cruz won from the Euro- 
pean press unqualified praise, and was &ere spoken of 
as one of the most brilliant feats of the war. 

Colonel Harney is yet with the army, and ia every- 
where seen conspicuous in the advance. He has much 
more to do ; and it is certain, if courage find its reward 
in the next bst of brevets, he will be promoted to a 
brigade. Colonel Hamey ia a man of eccentric char- 
acter, and is one of the most athletic men in the army, 
in spite of his age, which is about fifly. He has^ some 
little vagaries, curious and unaccountable ; among which, 
it is said, ia a deep-seated impression that be is to die 
in front of the Moro or citadel of flie Havana. He has, 
however, done service enou^ to entitle him to die any- 
where he pleases. 

Colonel P. F. Smith, of the rifies, is a young of&cer 
in the service, diougfa an old soldier; having com- 
manded on more than one occasion in the Florida war, 
troops from the state of Louisiana. For his gallantry at 
Monterey he received the brevet of brigadier-general, 
after less than six months' service as a colonel. Colonel 
Smith is a native of Philadelphia. Though a brave 
man and a good soldier, it may reasonably be doubted, 
if any reason existed why he should have been appointed 
to the command of the new regiment, over the heads 
of lie many distinguished field-officers of the army cer- 
tainly not less competent, and vAo have consecrated to 
the service of the nation long years, appropriated by 
General Smith to his private afiairs. The appointment 
of the lieutenant.colone] and majors, and of the officers 
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(tf this coips in general, irith tbe ezeeptioti of a few 
o-deconf subaltenia restored to the service, -ma a flagrant 
outrage of porer, bj the fact, that when tbe colonel 
vas assigned to a hi^er command it became necessary 
to take a major (SomBer) Gram another regiment vhere 
it was needed to command this regiment 

One of the extra tra laments, authorized at the last 
aesaon of congress, was equipped as dragoons. The 
officers appointed to it were, without exception, taken 
from civil life. As the law requires it shall be disbanded 
at the end of the war, it scarcely comes within the 
province of this book, devoted to the line and stafi* of 
the permanent army. 

The cavalry force of tbe United States, it will be 
perceived, is small^ and is calculated rather according 
to the rules defined by the custom of other services, to 
regulate the proportion of horse and feot, than the exi- 
gencies of our peculiar situation. The habit of collecting 
cm the frontier the Indians who had become surrounded 
in their new borne, had brou^t about collisions, which 
made li^t cavalry as certainly the great necessity of 
our western amy, as in tbe French service ia Algiers, 
or in the Rossian army of the east, each of which are 
called on to act against a mounted enemy. The evi~ 
dence of this necessity was the ooly thing which induced 
the government to authorize the existing force. Any 
one who will look at an Osage or Comanche warrior 
on horseback, will see at once, that though they may be 
overtdken by a dragoon mounted oa the admir^le Ame~ 
rican cavalry horse, it is absurd to expect a &ot soldier, 
with a heavy musket and knapsack oa his ^oidden, to 
dream of doing so. 

Duiing the years previous to the organisation of the 
American drsgooos, a party of in&atry were ordered tu 
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remove from Missouri a band of Osages, who trespassed 
on the frontier fiettlers, By a judicious march, the 
troops suiprised them and removed them. Afier a 
march of some miles homeward, an officer looked back 
and saw the Indians akeady on the return, lliey were 
again pursued, but on this occasion on the aleit, aroused 
the speed of their active ponies and were soon lost amid 
the ravines, whither it was impossible to follow them. 

There is little doubt that the efficiency of the army 
would be much increased, if a much larger portion of it 
were horse ; and it may be a meet matter for discusuon, 
if the lance, so formidable a weapon in the hands of the 
Mexican rancheros and regular cavalry, might not be 
introduced with proprie^r into our service. This formi- 
dable arm a great military critic has called, the queen of 
weapons, and in ihe hands of the cavalry of the United 
States (believed to be equal to any in the world) might 
resume its ancient predominance. The Mexican lance, 
from the small average of the size of their men and ce^- 
tie, is much shorter than a similar weapon mig^t with 
proprie^ be made for our own use. In fact, there b 
litde doubt that it mi^t be used with advantage, even 
if sixteen or eighteen feet long, and stripped of the 
useless pennon and cross-piece at its bead. For real 
service, it should be made of stout ash or hickory, with 
a shaip point like that of a heavy cavalry sword, or the 
prolongation of a steel ferule. Objection might be 
made, with some propriety, to such a weapon, that sur- 
geons would be of little use where men armed with it 
bad passed. 
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Monnled officers — Light utiller; — Its origin in oat army — 
Petec'a corps — Its serrices, pecnliaiities, and diebandmwil— 
Ringgold — Bidgaly — Bra^ — WaaMngton . 

All mounted officers have & rank assimilated with 
cavalry, except that they receive forage for fewer horses, 
from the fiict, that accompanying the army, which gene- 
rally of course is foot, their servants and the non-commis- 
sioned officers of their corps are not mounted. The 
dragoons and monnted riflemen are the only mounted 
portion of the service, except the li^t artilleiy, which, 
though having rank and promotion with the artillery, 
have a more intimate connexion with the dragoons than 
with that arm. 

the drill of the li^t artilleiy is a combination of the 
cavalry and artillery tactics, as the heavy artillety is t^ 
the infantry drill and the manipulation of the gun. The 
organization of the company is different, from the fact 
that the men ate arranged not by troops, platoons, or 
sections, but according to batteries, sections, and guns. 
A lig^t battery consists of a captain, two first lienteoants, 
a second lieutenant,' and a brevet lieutenant, and four 
8ei^;eants, four corporals, two buggers, and privates, 
vrtiich never equal Ae number prescrSied by law, about 
seventy. The horses are not, as a general rule, of such 
good quality as those of the dragoons, bone and a^ty 
being esteemed of more importance than blood and 
speed. The necessity of this will be obvious to all. 
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when it ii temembeKd that, like men, horaes are more 
or less courageous, and that a li^t aitilleiy horse is not 
intended to come in actual collision with the enemy, hot 
merely to draw the guu within striking distance of the 
enemy, and when the hostile column or line adrances, 
to withdraw from his reach. Tie number of hones 
to each gun varies according to the station of the 
battery : it is never, however, less than four ; and ttere 
is no doubt the efficiency of this poweifiil ann would 
be increased by doubling, tripling, or quadrupling this 
nomber of cattle. The guns of li^t artilleiy are never 
less than sx-pounders, the smallest gun known in our 
service, though occanonally a part of the battery is of 
heavier metal. The company of the 4th artillery, for 
instance, which was commanded by Captain Washing- 
ton, and did such good service at Buena Vista, after 
having accompanied Wool on his long marches from 
San Antonio de Bexar to that place, consisted of four 
sixes and two twelves. 

This is a new ctnps in oar army, thou^, on the re- 
gisters from 1808 to 1S21, the words light aitilleiy fre- 
quently occur. Even now this arm has no existence 
as a corps, only one company of each regiment of 
artilleiy being equipped with horses and other li^t 
cavalry equipage. During the last war, li^t aitilleiy, 
as we understand it, was never manoeuvred, or, if so, 
was-of a veiy heavy kind of light artillery. 

The institution of this arm has been attributed more 
than once to the Honorable Joel R. Poinsett. This is 
altogether a mistake ; for the bill audiorizing the secre- 
tary of war to equip four companies of artiileiy as light 
artillery, was passed by coi^ress in 1816, long before 
Mr. Poinsett had any connexion with the war depart- 
ment, and while he was absent from the United States. 
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The corps exiated for « diort time, even durii^ the 
idminiBtration of Mr. Jeflenon, when General Dearborn 
was at the head of the war department A company, 
commanded by Captain George Peter, was sent from 
Ma^Iand, by way of Pittsburg;, to New Orleans, about 
the crisis of Burr's turest 

This description of force was then very popular in 
Elurope, and was as great a fiivorite with Napoleon and 
bis marshals as it has become with our own generals. 
The artillery of Peter was, even at that day, &r to 
advasce, in rapidity, of all the most boasted Prencb 
and British batteries, if we may believe the following 
contraipoiaiy statement. During the time the army was 
concentrated at New Orleans, a parade was ordered. 
"All New Orleans went to enjoy the si^t. Every one 
was anxious to witness the new manceuvring of artilleiy. 
Officers of the revolutionary army, yet in the prime of 
' life, were there on duty, in their pride of experience slow 
to admit innovatiooa. Younger and more enterpriong 
officers were there ; among them, commanding a com- 
pany, was Captain Scott, (now general-in-chief of the 
United States army.) No company on parade bore 
comparison, in appearance or discipline, with Peter's 
light artillery. 

When ordered to manoeuvre, Peter's company pro- 
ceeded a distance of three miles, dismounted, uolimber- 
ed, formed battery, fired a national salute, remounted, 
returned to where he started from, dismounted, unlim- 
bered, formed battery, and fired another salute, in the 
space of twenty-two minuteg." 

During the winter of 1808, congress authorized the 
organization of a fidl regiment, and the pre^dent ap- 
pointed the officers to command the companies, the 
senior of which was Captain Peter. Mr. JeSeison, how- 
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«ver, left tbe piendentiBl chaii on the 3d of llarch fi4- 
lowing ; and, inBtead of tbe r^;imeiit being oiganized* 
the horsea of Peter's troop were sold, that gallant officer 
having, like almost eveiy other msn of merit in the 
southern army, been so ill-treated by General WilldnacHi, 
that be resigned. Since that day, doubtless many im- 
pioventents hare been made in li^t aitilleiy ; yet Peter's 
artillery was of this arm, and of nearly as excellent di»- 
cijtline as the company of Rio^old and those of Duo- 
can, Wadiington, &c., modellM on it during the last 
twelve years. Now every U^t artiUeiyman is mounted. 
In Peter's company, those vba moved die pieces when 
limbered, and those in charge of tbe ammunitioD, were 
mounted ; tiie rest of the men were in cars, drawn by 
horses with as much facili^ as the guns. This was a 
mode adopted in the French army at that time. When 
this corps was revived, Ringgold was asugned to the 
command of the company of bis r^ment, and, by 
patient study abroad and untiijng diligence at the ca- 
valry school at Cariisle, then commanded by Captain 
Sumner, 1st dragoons (now major, 2d dragoons], made 
this company worthy of being what it was,— ^ model 
company for this snuU but favorite arm. 

Identified with this arm is the memory of Major 
Ringgold, a member of a &mily ahvady illustrious in 
the annals of the state of Maiyland, of which he was a 
native. 

Major Ringgold was the son of General Samuel 
Ring^ld, formerly a senator of the United States, from 
Maryland, and was bom near Hagerstonii. He was 
graduated at West Point, when in bis twentieth year, in 
June, 1818, and consequently was bom about 1798 or 
1799. After serving in tbe Black Hawk and Florida 
wars, in his regiment (the 1st artillery], to which be was 
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assigned on the brealdng up of the old aitilleiy corps, in 
which he had previously (July 24, 1818) received the 
commission of second lieutenant, he proceeded to Eu- 
rope; and, with the courtesy ever extended by the 
French government towiirds officers of the United States, 
was permitted to avail himself of the fecilities of die 
Polytechnic school, and, after a visit to the En^isb aca- 
demy or artillety at Woolwich, returned to America, 
admirably calculated to organize a new corps. This 
was about the year 1836 or 1837. He o^aitized this 
corps, made it what it is, and had the credit of its con- 
duct at the battle-fteld of Palo AJto (where he was mor- 
tally wounded) exclusively to himself, whOe he is a 
participant of the renown of those who, at other battles, 
inarched to victory by treading in his footsteps. 

Randolph Ridgely, hb lieutenant, was a younger 
officer, having entered the service in July, 1837. He, 
too, was a native of Maryland, and a kinsman of 
Binggold. 

Braxton Bra^ is an officer of the same regiment and 
of the same date. The history of his services would re- 
quire a fiill account of the battle of Buena Vista. He 
is a native of Nor& Carolina, and, like the two others, a 
graduate of the military academy. 

Captain Washington, of the 4th artillery, who did 
such service at Buena Vista, is a native of Virginia, 
from which state he was appointed July 17, 1817. He 
is not a graduate of the military academy, but has won 
the reputation of being one of the most scientific men 
of the army. 

The uniform of this corps is a blue coatee turned 
back with red, overalls of sky-blue, with red stripes, 
and a shacko surmounted by a pompon of red hoise- 
hair. The arms, besides the guns, which are of brass, 
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afe B labie, worn widi s vhite waist-bdt, with s yellow 
hilt and steel Bcabbaid, and the Harper's Ferry pistol. 
In die opinion of most offices of the anaj, the uniforiD 
might be improved by being made moie ample. 
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HnTy AtUUery— Colooela of artillery — Baakheadr-Genenl 
Soger Jcmea— CokHwl PK;n»— Colmel Wftlbach— ColiKiel 
Bomibrd. 

We next have to treat of artjUeiy, TTiis is a corps 
easentialljr of the new art of war, having been tte first 
consequence of the invendon of gunpowder. We first 
hear of artilleiy in the wan of the English Edwards, in - 
France, and the cootemporary Italian contests. 

The word artiUery a of Gallic otigin, being probab^ 
derived from the obsolete French woi^ artiiler, to fortify ; 
a word used when the old baUittte and other machines 
were used. The manufacturer of these was called an 
ariHUery a term which subsequently acquired the re- 
stricted meaning of a bow-maker. 

The old artillety was of strange appearance. "Die 
gnns used at first were trunks of trees, strongl; banded 
with hoops of iron, — a device more than once had re- 
course to in our own and the South American revolution. 
For some centuries, however, permanent artilleiy has 
been nearly perfect, modem art having been directed 
rather to the manipulation than the manu&cture of the 
arm. Knox's arUllery, in the revolution, Scott's and 
Macomb's, in the last war with England, were veiy 
popular, and deservedly so. 

After the reduction of 1815, all the regiments of 
artillery were embodied into one corps, called the corps 
of artillery. With the exception of the few appointed 
into the light ardlleiy, all the officers who entered this 
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arm between 1815 and 1821, will be found to have re- 
ceived their first appointment in the corps. This orga- 
nization was most inconvenient, as it deprived artillery 
officers of the command of regiments, and was also a 
variation from the ttystem of the army which prescribes 
that reports shall proceed through colonels to generals, 
llkis was impossible, as Ae captain stationed at Boston, 
and the one at New Orieans, belonged to the same inte- 
ger. Tbis system answered well enough for coips with- 
out troops, as the en^eer and medical department, but 
would destroy, in a great degree, the eflSciency of any 
command; consequently, after 1821, the aitillery will 
be found divided into regiments, the number of which 
was four, consisting, until 1846-47, of ten companies. 
The session of congress then added two other compa- 
nies to each regiigent. Each company was composed 
of a captain, two first and two second lieutenajits ; the 
junior of the two last of whom was a cadet, with the 
brevet of second lieutenant. The field-officers of the 
regiment are, a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, and two ma- 
jors, and the non-commissioned staff, a sergeant-major^ 
quartermaster-sergeant, and principal musician. 

These regiments are but partially armed as artillery, a 
laige portion of the company being equipped as in&ntiy. 
Of these were the troops who, as the aitilleiy battalion, 
did such good service at Palo Alto, La Resaca, Monte- 
rey, and in front of Vera Cruz. It is much to be regret- 
led that the government, from its vast resources, has not 
long ago provided arms for all this excellent corps, 
which contains on its register some of the best officers 
of the army. It has furnished to the army its two last 
major-generals, one of its two inspectors-general, and a 
la^ proportion of the officers of every staff* corps. 

It has four colonels, with ranV as follows : 
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J«mM BwUiNd, Sd ■ttillery, iMi Septtmbn, 183B. 

John B. Walbwh, 4th utUlery, igth Huch, 18*2. 

Ichibod B. Cnne, lit utillery, STth Jduo, 1843. 

WiUiun QktM, 3d irtillery, 13tb October, 1S43. 

One of its lieutenant-colonels, M. M. Payne, of the 
^th, has alao a brevet of colonel from the 9th of Mf^. 
One of its captains, Thomas 'Childs, of the 3d, has also 
the brevet of colonel from the same date. One of the 
most conspicuous ofiEcers in this corps is the senior 
colonel, Banehead, whom we first find in the service as 
captain of the 8th in&nti;, iridi rank from the 16th of 
September, 1808, and who is therefore only four months 
junior in service to General Scott. On the £Kh of Sep- 
tf^mber, 1813, he became colonel of artillery, an unu- 
sually short probation, even in time of war, for an officer 
to rise to this high rank. On the reduction of 1815, 
Colonel Bankbead was retained in the service, but with 
reduced rank. 

We do not find Colonel Bankhead's name con- 
spicuous in the account of any military operations, until 
during die year 1817 ; when the revolutionists of South 
America had njade sure the success of their revolt 
against Spain, an expedition was set on foot against the 
colony of Florida, by a person who called himself 
McGregor, a brigadier of the service of New Granada 
and Venezuela. It was undoubtedly the right of the 
revolters to invade any country over which the Spanish 
flag waved ; but this li^t was to be maintained with 
due regard to the privileges of neutrals. Florida was 
then, to all intents, without a government, and the hiding- 
place of miscreants of every countiy, who outraged all 
humanity by their unprovoked inroads into the United 
States. McGregor professed to act under the orders of 
the supreme governments of Mexico and the southern 
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coBtiiieDt; and Ibis ezpeitition seetned to aU the world 
most Btraage, as it vas Imown that Florida was at that 
tune the subject of a treaty then being discussed botween 
Spain and the United S^tes, the object <^ which was to 
transfer it to Ae United States. 

On tluf subject die president sent a message to con- 
gress, in which he stated these circumstances, and also 
that similar expeditions had seized on ports of the old 
Spanish colonies on the gulf, whence much iojuiy was 
done to the commerce of the United States. The person 
who figured here was a Frenchman named Anry, in the 
Colombian naval service. Being forced to leave Bara- 
taria and Galveston Island, Aury sailed with all the ad- 
venturers he could collect lo Amelia I^and, of which 
he took possession in the name of his flag. This island 
had previously been taken by McGregor, who, however, 
had proceeded to Caiaccas, leaving it under the com- 
mand of Hubbard and IroniL Hie two parties soon 
coalesced, and were subsequently leinforced by a party 
of disbanded British officers, and outlaws from the 
governments of tiie whole world. This was shortly 
- snbsequent to the introduction into Florida of the pecu- 
liar population known in the ne^boriiood of St. Au- 
gustine as Minorcans. Many of Uiese, ripened for this 
career by a life of piracy on die southern coast of the 
Mediterranean, became formidable allies of Aury, The 
slave-trade was revived by them ; and though diey pro- 
fessed to capture only Spanish fiags, they did not hesi- 
tate to attack any vessel whose caigo seemed rich 
enough to compensate them for the risk they ran of the 
gallows. The goods taken from the vessels they cajH 
tared were without hesitation smuggled into Savannah, 
ChariestoD, and ports as far northward as the Chea^ 
peake. 
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Iliis state of dungs could not be long tolented, and 
Mr. Monroe deqwtched the diip John Adams, com- 
manded by Commodore Henly, and a battalion of artil- 
leiy, onder dA. Bankhead, to rid the coaat of this 
nuisance. On the 23d of December, they appeared 
before Amelia Island, of which they took possession at 
once, Aury retiring vithont resistance. In this a&ir, 
Bankhead is spoken ol as m^or, having been reduced 
two grades by the reduction of 1816. 

Colonel Bankhead participated with General Scott in 
the pacification of the northern frontier during the Cana- 
diao disturbances, and by his moderation and judgment 
contributed much to allay the excitement which long 
existed on that frontier. At that crisis, he commanded 
at Bufialo, and was much commended by journals on 
both sides of the line. A man's conduct, at this period, 
must indeed have been correct, to hare won praise from 
two parties who looked at matters through such difier- 
ent mediums as the people of New Yoik and the royal- 
ists of Canada. 

Subsequently, Colonel Bankbead was assigned to the 
command of the harbor of. New Yoik, where he n- 
mained until the expedition against Vera Cruz was set 
on foot For this he volunteered; his services were 
accepted, and, as the senior officer of artillery, he wa» 
assigned to the direction of this arm during the bom- 
bardment. 

There are two methods of making out a despatch : the 
one being to touch on all conceivable things in heaven 
and earth, and the other to adhere strictly to the subject 
matter, Colonel Bankhead's reports are of the Utter 
kind, and illustrate his plain, soldieriy character better 
than any description could do : 
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"Artillery Hettd-Qaajten, j 

* CufP WAtHiNOTOH, March 24th, 1847--4 F. M. \ 

Sir : Since my report of this date of operation in the 
batteries up to 4 o'clock, A. M., the hoar when tlie 
troops arc relieved, I have to state for the information 
of the general-in-chief, that the enemy opened a brislc 
fire on our batteries soon after sunrise this morning, 
without any eflect ; but about 10 o'clock most of their bat- 
teries were again opened on as, and one man of company 
B, 2d artillery, was killed at battery No. 1, and three 
men were severely wounded. 

A shell fell into battery No. 3, where four men of 
company F, 2d artillery, were slightly wounded. The 
shell fell on one of the mortars, breaking the mortar 
bed and throwing the mortar thirty feet from the phit- 
fbrm — another mortar bed can be obtained from the 
ordnance depot, and the mortar will be remounted. 

We have been restrained by the want of shells from 
throwing more than one every five minutes during the day. 
A full supply will be in place to-night, and as soon as it 
is 4ark enou^ to send them to the batteries without 
being observed by the enemy. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JAMES BANKHEAD, 
Colonel 2^ nrtillay, chief of artiiUry. 
Lieutenant H. L. Scott, acting adjutant- 1 
general, army head-quarters." I 

" Artillery Head-Qnartera, 1 

Cuip WiaHiHGTOR, March 24tb, 1847. i 
Sir : I have the honor to report for the information of 
the geoeral-in-chief, that on the 22d instant, and as soon 
as the chief engineer had reported that the batteries were 
sufficiently advanced to recpive seven mortars, I placed 
that number in batterj-. By two o'clock on that day I 
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was prepared to open the fire upon' the ci^ of Veiji 
Cruz. At quarter paat four I received the order of the 
g«)era)-in-chier to commence firing on the dtj, and the 
batteries Noa. 1, 2, end 3 were opened with great anip 
matioo and apparent efiect 

From the moment the batteries opened, on the after^ 
noon of the 33d instant, die fire has been incessant, day 
and nigbt. 

On the 22d, and during the ni^t, battery No. 1 vas 
under the command of Captain Broolcs, of the 2d artil- 
leiy ; b^tery No. 3, under the diarge of lieutenant 
Shackelford, of the Sd artillery ; and battery No. 3, under 
the chai^ of Captain Vinton, of the 3d artillery, until 
the hour of his death, about 6 o'clock, P, M., vriien 
the command devolved upon Lieutenant Vanvl^t, 3d 
artilleiy. 

The severe loss to the army by the death of Captain 
Vinton, was the only loss we sustained on the first day. 
Several of the men were sli^tly wounded. 

The fire fiom the city and fcom the castle on our bat 
teries, whh shot, shells, and rockets, has been intermitted 
but with veiy brief periods, since we opened our batte^ 
ries; and we must ascribe our safety, under sucli a 
constant and heavy fire, to the skill and science of the 
officers of en^eera in tiie construction of our batteries. 

From the morning of the 23d to this morning, the 
batteries have been in cbai^ of Captain McEenzie, of 
the 3d artillery, and Captain Anderson and Brevet Cap- 
tain Taylor, of the 3d artilleiy. 

Yesterday, about 13 o'clock, M., I was able to place 
three more mortars in battery, but owing to the highness 
of the wind, the shells could not be landed from the 
store^hip, and our fire to this time has been veiy mode- 
rate, not exceeding one fire in eveiy five minutes. 
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Laat lugfat I succeeded in moving Aree twen^-four 
pounder guse to batteiy No, 4, with the necessary aro- 
munition and implements, which bave been placed in 
battery. 

One mcHti twenty-four pounder and two eight-inch 
howitzers will be moved out to-night, and to-morrow 
morning (as we diall doubtless obtain a supply of riiells 
to-day, the stMio having abated sufficiently to land 
them) I shall be able to open the four batteries with ten 
mortars, four twenty-four pounders, and two ei^t^indt 
howitzers, with increased effect and renewed' vigor. 

I can bear testimony, irom personal observation, to 
the skill and gallantry of all the officers detailed on artil- 
lery service under my direction, and of the cheerfulness 
and steadiness of the men in the performance of their 
laborious duties. 

I have the honor to be, respectfiiUy, your obedient 
servant, 

JAMES BANKHEAD, 
Coltmel 2d artillery, chief of artiilery. 
Lieutenant Scott, acting adjutant- j 
geoeial, army head-quarter*. } 

Artilleiy Head-Qnattera, | 

CiMP Wasbihotoh, March 29, 1847, 84 o'clock. ) 

Sir : Since my reports to army head-quarters, at 7 
o'clock, P. M,, last ni^t, I have to state for the in- 
formation of the general-in-chief, that during last night, 
a continued firing from our batteries, and with some in- 
creased rapidity from what it had been during the day, 
was kept up, with what damage to the city is qot known, , 
further than the destruction by fire of a building in the 
vicinity of one of the churches, and the almost certainty 
that every shell fell into the city. 

In the course of the night, one additional twenty- 
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foot pofinder and two eight-inch howitzers, with a snp- 
ply of ammunition, were transported from the ordnance 
depot to batteiy No. 4, and were placed m batteiy, 
except one of the eight-inch howitzers, which has not 
been placed in position, as the platform for it has not 
yet been finished. 

The batteiy of four twen^-four pounders and one 
ei^^iach howitzer opened tl^ fire upon the city about 
7 o'clock, A. M., to-day, and, with the three mortar 
batteries, have kept a constant and rapid fire until late 
this afternoon, when the firing temporarily ceased in 
consequence of the passage of a white flag to and fivim 
the city. 

The firing, to-day, has evidently been reiy destruc- 
tive to the ci^, and several houses have been destroyed 
by fire. 

Four addidonal platforms for mortars have been con- 
structed to-day, and trill receive, before the morning, 
that number of mortars, which will be sent out to-night, 
and will be ready to be opened on the ci^ early to- 
morrow. 

Measures have also been taken to send out to the 
trenches, to-night, a full supply of ammunition. With 
fourteen mortars, four twenty-four pound guns, and two 
ei^t-inch howitzers, a decided and eSective impression 
roust be made on the city to-morrow. 

No accident or injury to any person in the batteries 
and trenches has occurred to-day. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, 

JAMES BANKHEftD, 
Colonel, chief of artiUery. 
Lieotenant H. L. Scott, acting adjulsnt- { 
genenl, army head-quarters. I 
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Sir : I have already reported to anny head-quarters 
the operations in the trenches and batteries, up to five 
o'clock, P. M., of the 34tlt inst. 

On the nigjit of the 24th, another twenty-four pounder 
and two eigfat^inch howitzers were transported from the 
ordnance depot to battery No. 4, and the twenty-four 
pounder and one of the howitzers were placed in battery, 
— the platform for the other howitzer not being fini^ed, 
— and by ei^t o'clock, on the 25th, they were ready, 
with the other three twenty-four poundeis, to open the 
fire upon &e city. The fire from this btUteiy was con- 
tinued, with but veiy little interruption, the whole of the 
day (the 35th), with signal efieet ; and from the opening 
of this battery, at ei^t o'clock, A. M., to one o'clock, 
P. M., the enemy kept up a brisk and well-directed fire 
upon it, of shot and shells ; many of the shot passing 
through the embrasures, but fortunately no injury was 
sustained irom them. 

The mortar which had been dismounted was replaced, 
and a full supply of shells was received during the night. 
All the mortar batteries continued a moderate fire dur- 
ing the night, the fire being limited to one in every five 
minutes, untU early next morning (the 25th), when the 
firing was increased to about one hundred and ei^ty 
discharges of shells and shot per hour, and continued to 
about three or four o'clock in the afternoon, when the 
passage of a white flag caused a icessation of the firing, 
for an hour or two. It was again renewed, and con- 
linued all night, and to about eight o'clock, A, M., on 
thf SGlh, when the firing was stopped from all the bat- 
teries, by order from head-quarters, in consequence of 
an ofler of the authorities of the city to capitulate. 
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During Ae 26tb, platforms for four additional morlan 
were constructed, and that Dumber of mortars was placed 
in battery, which increased the number of mortars in 
battery to fourteeo. The troops remained inactive dui^ 
ing this day, the weather being too tempestuous even to 
repair the damage made by the high wind. 

On the 27th, the men were employed in remoTing 
the sand fiom the trenches, which had been neariy filled 
up by the moving of it by the wmd. 

The engineers constructed this day three mote plat- 
fonius for mortars, and the mortars were being moved 
out in the afternoon, when they were ordered back to 
the ordnance depot, as being then unnecessary. 

This day, the 28th, the artillerists are still in pontion 
«t the batteries, and everything in perfect readiness for 
any service that can be required there. 

I estimate the number of ^ot and sh^b discharged 
from the batteries at about two thousand five hundred ; 
but have not yet received an official report from the chief 
of ordnance of the exact number used. 

Having had the honor to be intrusted with the com- 
mand, and having been almost continually in the trenches, 
from the 22d instant, when the batteries wctc opened 
upon the city, to a late hour yesterday afternoon, when 
hostilities ceased, and having had arduous duties to per- 
form, I have to ackDow}e<%e the able support I have 
received from the ofGc«s of eveiy department of the 
service ; from the artilla:y officers, for th«r cheerful and 
skilful management of the guns in the batteries ; from 
the active chief of ordnance, Captain Huger, and other 
officers of ordnance, for their most efEeient aid ; &om 
the officers of the quartermaster's department (particu- 
lariy Captain Cross and Captain Irwin), for their prompt- 
ness in fonvardit^ the ordnance and supplies to the l»t- 
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teiies; and I have witnessed, ^th much adnrntioo, 
the hi^ profes^onal intelligeoce and lutiriBg exeitioa 
of the engineer officers on duty in the benches. 

I should not omit to mention th^ two young officers 
of the corps of topografdiical ragineen, Lieutenants 
Derby and Hardcasde, volunteered to serve in the 
treBches, and did serve well and gallantly for twenty- 
four hours. 

My adjutai^ Lieutenant Nichols, was alwi^ in at- 
tendance with me, and prompt and active in eveiy duty 
required of him. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient 
servant, JAMES BANKHEAD, 

CoUmel and chief of artillery. 
Lieotenant H. L. Scott, A. A. A. G. j 
anny head-qnarters. ) 

General Scott paid the greatest compliments to his 
chief of aitiUery, who was mentioned in the reports of 
other officers of rank, senior to his own. Colonel Bank- 
bead is yet with the army. 

This gallant officer is a native of Virg^ia, and is 
about sixty years of age. He is bale and athletic, and 
has a lai^e family, more than one member of which is 
in the service of the nation. 

Though long removed from this arm, it may not be 
inappropriate here to refer to the well-known adjutant- 
general of'tbe army, one of the most distinguished sol- 
diers of ibe country, who, during a long season of peace 
and bureau duty, a trying ordeal to a military reputation, 
has maintained the influence and prestige he acquired 
in time of war. 

RoGEB Jones is the descendant of a Welsh family, 
long established in Vi^nia, and which, though many of 
its members have exerted much inSuence on the politics 
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of that state. It is probable dnt bo man contributed more 
to the estabMunent of tbe politics of Mr. Jefienon in 
that state and in the Union, than Meriweather Jones, an 
uncle of Ae present adjutant-general. At a very eaAj 
age be received bis first commission in the military ser- 
Ivice of the United States, as second lieatenant in the 
United States marine corps,, on the 26th of January, 
1809. Colonel Ichabod Crane, of the 1st artiller;, is 
of precisely the same date ; and the two, with the excep- 
tion of Captain Sprague, of the 8th infantiy, are believed 
to be the only officers of the army who have served in 
Uiat well disciplined and veteran corps, &e United States 
marines. 

After a Aort period of service in that cotps, Lieuten- 
ant Jones was promoted, and placed in the 2d United 
States artillery, and by strict attention to du^ so wod 
die respect of bb superiors, that soon after the war began, 
be was honored with the staff appointment of assistant 
adj utant-general . 

From the very commencement of the war he had 
been on the frontier, and at the time of the battle of 
Niagara was aesistant adjutant-general attached to Gene- 
ral Scott, with the rank of major, precisely as first lieu- 
tenants of the army now not unfrequently receive staff 
nppointmeuts, conferring, while they hold them, the rank, 
pay, and emoluments of captain, at the same time that 
they retain their position in regiments and corps. 

While holding this rank be had been with General 
Scott at the camp at Buffalo, and participated in the 
perils of Chippewa. At Niagara Captain Jones wai 
conspicuous. In this he participated with Jesup, Lea- 
venwortli, Towson, Brady, and Miller, and like them 
^ared in the honors bestowed by a grateful country. 
For his distinguished gallantry on this occasion, the 
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brevet of major in the ann; was conferred on him, 
wfaick gare bim this permaoeot rank, the titJe bestowed 
on him as assistant adjatant^eneral being temporary, 
and ceasing when he returned to du^ in the line of the 
army. 

After Generals Brown, Scott, and Porter had been 
wounded at Niagara, the command of the army rested 
with General Ripley, who immediately retreated towards 
Foit Erie. Major Jones accompanied bim, and waa 
present at its gallant defence by General Gaines. The 
events of this assault and the repulse of the Britidi have 
already been described ; it remains, however, for us to 
refer to the sortie under the command of General Brown. 
Though General Gaines had repulsed the attaclc on this 
work, and the British had suffered signally, there was 
much anxiety in the popular mind in relation to the 
security of the garrison, leagnered in its walls. The 
secretary of war bad ordered General Izard to succor 
it, but a variety of circumstances beyond his control had 
prevented him from doing so. Many volunteers, how- 
ever, had come to its aid, and on the 2d of September, 
1814, CSeneral Brown was again sufficiently recovered to 
assume hk command of the fort. Since the British had 
been repulsed by General Gaines, they had abandoned 
all idea of taking the fort, except by regular approaches, 
and having been largely reinforced were able to increase 
their defences. Until September nth, nothing decided 
was done, though there were constant skirmishes. The 
Americans had not been idle, but had added much to 
their worics. 

On the 17th, General Brown having observed that 
the British bad erected a new battery, the fire of which 
could not but be destructive, planned a sortie, which, 
if his reputation rested on nothmg else, would place 
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him in a most enviable tight aa a strategisL Around the 
uroric were three brigades of British troops, each Dum- 
bering fifteen hundred men. One of these was in front 
of the work, and the other two in an intrenched camp 
in rear of it. General Brown determined to attack the 
first, and, if possible, defeat it before succor could be re- 
ceived from the otbeis. To enable him to do this, a 
road had with the greatest secrecy been opened which 
would permit the American force to advance within a 
few rods of the British lines, without, however, having 
been perceived by them. 

At two o'clock on the 17th, the troops were ready to 
make the sortie. General Porter was at the head of one 
division, composed of Indians and riflemen, and oS the 
two columns commanded by Colonel Wood, of the army, 
and General Davis's New York laihtia, respectively. 
This division was ordered to proceed through the woods 
by the new road. General Miller, at the head of the 
other division, was held in reserve with orders not to 
leave a ravine between the fort and the enemy, ^ere he 
had been posted, until General Porter had attacked the 
left flank of the enemy. 

Potter advanced so rapidly, Aat no notice of his ^ 
proach was ^ven until he fell on the enemy. The 
leaders of two of his columns, Gibson and Wood, were 
kUled at once ; a matter peculiariy to be regretted, as both 
were valuable officers, and the former was one of the most 
brilliant soldiers in the service. Their seconds, however, 
Lieutenant-Colonel McDonald and Major Brooke, (now 
General), ably replaced them, so that in thirty minutes 
the batteries and block-house, whidi were the defences 
of this quarter, were taken. Three heavy guns, twen^- 
fbur pounders, were destroyed, and the magazine blown 
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np by Lieutenant Riddle, who, with Lieutenant Fraser, 
had opened the road which made the attack successful. 

At Ais cri^ Miller came up and passed the Britirii 
inttendimenta after a diarp conflict, and captured another 
battery and block-house. At this crisis, General Davis, 
of New Yoik:, was killed. The divimon of Miller now 
{HTOceeded to attack the battery on the enemy's left flattk. 
lUpley, at the head of a second reserve, now arrived. 
The worics were of the most elaborate conatnictioD, and 
a violent resistance was made. The enemy, however, 
were driven with the bqronet from one line after another. 
Miller continued to advance, and the Slst regiment and 
part of the I7th, which belonged to Ripley, having 
joined hiro, he chaiged the batteiy and finally drove the 
British bom it. Ripley having come up, assumed com- 
mand of the three columns, which he formed into line 
to protect the parties employed in destroying the batte- 
ries, &c. He was not satisfied with hia success, but was 
on the point of following up his enemy, when he was 
wounded ia the neck and carried to the fort. General 
Miller then recalled his detachments, and vrith a great 
number of prisoners and trophies slowly retired. The 
works were made almost useless, the British cannon 
were destroyed, three hundred and eigfaty-Gve men made 
prisoners, and more than four hundred vere IciUed and 
wounded. The Am^can loss was eighty-three killed, 
two hundred and KXteen wounded, and a rather smaller 
number missing. Among the killed were Colonels 
McDonald and Wood ; Captains Armistead, HaH, Brad- 
ford, and many officers of the volunteers. 

In this sortie Major Jones was conspicuous, his duties 
as adjutant-general constantly exposing him. He was, 
flwrefore, remembered in the list of brevets, and received 
one of lieutenant-colonel, from the 17th day of Septem- 
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ber, 1814. The order said, " The day of the sortie 
from Fort Erie, in which Major Jones was distioguished 
by his gflllantry and good conduct" 

With this rank he was long retained in the staff as 
an officer of the adjutant-general's department, and was 
as efficient in peace as he had been in war. 

On the 7th of March, 1825, he was removed penna- 
nently from the line by the coaunission of adjutant-gene- 
nd of the whole army, with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of colonel of cavalry. This rank he had held 
from the 7th of June, 1822, in addition to his commis- 
sion in the line. On the 7th of June, 1832, General 
Jackson conferred on Colonel Jones the brevet of briga- 
dier-general. 

In the discharge of the duties of this bureui, General 
Jones has become identified wiffi the history of Ae army, 
to the perfect organization of which he has contributed 
as mu(^ as any man living. For a long series of years 
he has been closely confined at the seat of government, 
and has rarely left it, because he could not be spared. 

In addition to brevets and promotion. General Jones 
has received other tokens of approbation, having, by a 
resolution of the legislature of Virg^ia, been presented 
with a sword of honor by his native state. This resolu- 
tion, though adopted loog since, but three or four years 
ago was carried into effect with most becoming ceremo- 
nies. On this occasion General Jones not only received 
this compliment, but bad the satisfaction, to one of. his 
disposition nearly equal, of witnessing tlie conferring of 
a similar compliment on his distinguished brother, Com- 
modore T. Ap Catesby Jones, who, by his gallant fighC 
below New Orleans with a force greatly his superior, 
contributed so much to the defence of that ci^. Corn- 
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pliments are not often bestowed even on the moat dis- 
tinguished merit, when not crowned by success. 

Nn officer of his rank has occupied a more di8tii>- 
guished place, during the Mexican war, than Brevet 
Colonel Matthew M. Payne. This officer is a member 
of a distinguished &mily of Virginia, and entered the 
service as a first lieutenant of the 20th infontiy, od the 
12th of March, 1812. Colonel Payne was the son of 
an officer of much distinction, of the same name, said 
to have been an aide-de-camp of the Marquis Laiayelte, 
through the brilliant campaign which terminated with the 
capture of Yorktown. Colonel Payne, on the reorgani- 
zation of the army, was attached to the artillery, in 
which he served long, having become a major only in 
1837 or 1838, though he had for many years held the 
brevet of thai grade. 

He accompanied his regiment to Florida, served 
there with distlDction, and accompanied General Scott 
to the Cherokee nation, as chief of stafi* and inspector- 
general. He bad also participated in the Black Hawk 
war. 

When General Taylor moved from Corpus Christi 
towards Matamoras, Colonel Payne (a lieutenant-colonel) 
accompanied him, and was most conspicuous for his 
fiery courage. He was wounded severely in the battle 
of the 9th of May, and was sent home by General Tay* 
lor, with the trophies captured &om the enemy. In his 
despatches. General Taylor also made most flattering 
reference to him. 

Colonel Payne, afl:er discharging the duty with which 
he was intrusted, visited Vi^ia, where he received the 
compliment of a public dinner, from his old associates 
at ^chmond, in the neighborhood of which he had 
grown up. At the next session of the legislature, he 
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received its thanks, and an appropriation was aim made 
to purchase him a sword, as a token of approbation. 
During (be session of the congress of the United States, 
the tueret of colonel was conferred on him, with date 
from the 9th of May, 1846. 

There are other and younger officers d" aitiliery, who 
have deserved well of the country, and distinguished 
themselves at these battle-fields. Their militaiy history, 
however, would comprise but a record of the date of 
their entryinto service and participation in battles ahwady 
described. 

There are others whose career has been longer con- 
spicuous ; among whom is the veteran Colonel Walaach. 
This gallant old man entered the army of the United 
States as a lieutenant of cavaby, on the lOth of January, 
1799 (it will be remembered that, at that day, the lowest 
grade of subalterns of this arm were called comets), 
after having already been some years in the dragoons 
of Prussia, of which country *he is a native. Colonel 
Walbach served throu^out the war ; and, at Chrystler's 
Field, when a captain, beaded the cavalry, in a gallant 
effort they made to charge, which, but for the broken 
character of the ground, must have changed die for- 
tunes of the day. For his distinguished services on that 
occasion, he received the brevet of major, from its date, 
November 11, 1813. Major Walbach was afterwards 
distinguished on various occasioDa ; and, on the 1st of 
May, 1815, after the war, received a second brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel, for his gallantly on many occasions. 
At Cbrystler's Field, Colonel Walbach was adjutant- 
general, and had also served in that capacity at Sackett's 
Harbor and elsewhere. Colonel Walbach is a very old 
man, and bas a large &mily. One of his sons is an 
officer of the ordnance corps, and a second is a Heuten- 
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tenant c^ die navy. ColoDel Walbach has not been on 
duty with the army in Mexico, but has for some time 
past been in command of Fortress Monroe, the defence 
of Hampton Roads, in Virginia. 

It may not be improper to mention here the colonel 
of ordnance, Geobge Bokfobd. This distinguished 
oflicer was appointed in the service of the United States 
immediately after his graduation, in July, 1805, a 
second lieutenant of ei^ineers. In 1812, he became a 
major of hs corps, and, at the same time, became a 
lieutenant-colonel of the ^aff. On the 22d of Decem- 
ber, 1814, for meritorious services in the ordnance de- 
partment, he was honored with the brevet of lieutenant- 
colonel, and, towards the end of the year 1815, he 
became lieuteBantr-adonel of his corps. In 1821, the 
ordnance corps was disbanded ; and Col<Miel Bomford, 
iriiose services had become invaluable, was retained in 
service as lieutenant-colonel of the 1st artillery, and, in 
1825, was made colonel by brevet, 

The ordnance corps was, however, a neces^ty of the 
service, and Colonel B«nford yet continued to dischar^ 
the duties of chief of tliis important bureau. In 1832, 
the coi^ress of the United States re-established it, 
and Colonel Bomtbrd was placed at its head, with rank 
from May 30, 1832. Under his direction, the admira- 
l^e system which pervades the aimories was established, 
and the corps made as efficient as it is. Colonel Bom- 
ford is about sixty years of age, and a native of the 
state of New York. 

Colonel Bomford is intensely devoted to his profes- 

non, and has made the theoiy of projectiles a study. 

To him is to be attributed the true invention, generally, 

however, attributed to CtJonel Paixhan, of die French 

- army, but which, as the whole army of the United States 

Vol. n. 1* 
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are aware, were kuown in our service as Colmnbiatls 
before Paixhan had lefl school. The precise ctrcum- 
atances are as follows: In 1812 or 1814 the original 
Columbiad was invented by Colonel Bomford, and cast 
under his directions. The very gun is now at the ord- 
nance depot in New York. There it has remained for 
many years, and was carefully measured by a French offi- 
cer, who imparted its dimensions to Colonel, now Gene- 
ral Paixhan. The latter does not, however, pretend to 
any originality, simply claiming ±e credit of some varia- 
tions. Subsequendy introduced into the French and Eng- 
lish service, it has become a &yorite gun in our army. 

The plan of the original Columbiads has been re- 
sumed, and according to the experiments recorded in the 
note,* bids fair to eclipse the European improvements. 

* Tbe experiment! with the new twelT«4nch cunoo receutlf cut 
■t Alger'i foandry, were retnmed at Sonth Boeton Point on Wedne*- 
day, and continued until yesterdar afleraooa. In all, it ha» been 
Bred ninety-two timee at diffeient elsTatiooi, with Taiiona char^ea, 
and flues calcalated to bam different length* of time. The main ex- 
periment wai tried yesterday with perfect lucceis, with the regular 
■erviee cha^e. Before tbe cannon wu ca«t, CoIoimI Botnford, rely- 
ing npon hit caleulatioiia, based upon the proportions of the piece, 
predicted that it would carry a quarter of a mile ftrther than any 
shot on record. It was loaded and elevated as follows: twenty- 
Sve pounds of powder and a shell of one hundred and eighty-two 
pounds, containing seven pounds of powder, and fitted with a thirty- 
six eecond fuse, and elevated to thirty-five degrees, being four less 
than the elevation at which it may be fired. The shell fell at a 
distance of three and a half miles, at Squaatam, buried itself five feet 
in a rocky bed, where it exploded, tearing out a pit about twelve feet 
in diameter at the top, and throwing out rocki as large as a hogs- 
head. Such a shot talcing effisct upon a ship must destroy her. Tbe 
gun is fixed upon a wooden carriage, with iron bstenii^, and eccen- 
tric wheels, invented by Major Webber. Tb« recoil on the firing 
described was twenty^eight inches. The greatest distance of 
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asT iliot on iseord i» thne milca and ■ qoutsr. Hw hBcth of 
Iba pm ii bnt tan fmt, tha unl laiflli of • long Uurtf-two 
pounder. In tlie Mans of tha mRanuoB Mnnl ducbtrfM war* 
m&de with aifht and ten aecmd-fbaei, and aarenl (hall* w«m 
exploded at tk« liei|}it of aboat a mile, ttmadinc their &a|piaitt 
orer a great inr&ce ia tha water below, and learing mpended In 
&m air a deme body of amoke, reaembling a balloon, ajid " DOtUof 
elte." SeT«ral gentlemen were preient bom the city to witnaai 
the flring, which was under the direction of CoIukI Baattbrd, aa- 
aiated by Lientenant Bodman, of t3M ordnance anrice. The Co- 
ItnnUad romaini miaflbcted in ererj leapect by the aereral taeta 
to wUch it hoa bam (nVJected^SMtsn Ari, Xfnmi*r 7, 1B4S. 
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Importance of infantry — Origin of the term — Infantry coloaels 
— Colonel Cioghan— Siege of Foit Meigi — Defence of Fort 
Stephenson — Croghan promoted. 

The great mass of every army must always be in- 
fentry ; a squadron of horse is a larg;e proportioo to a 
regimeot of foot, and six guns more than proportionate 
to a thousand men. Thid being the case, it must always 
be a matter of primary importance that the foot of an 
army be well disciplined. This b obvious. Artillery 
may wield death and destruction, but cannot even de- 
fend itself. Brag;g's gutis, on his being abandoned at 
Bueoa Vista by the covering in^try, were captured by 
the very enemy it had defeated. Cavaliy, powerful as 
a means of attack, cannot always retain possession of 
its conquests. The dragoons of May, at Resaca, saw 
the enemy reman their guns almost immediately after 
they had passed over tiiem. Infantry is capable of any- 
thing ; it can act in any coimtry, while horse and artil- 
lery are often made valueless by local impediments and 
difficulties. There are in the regular army of the United 
States thirty companies of cavalry, forty-eight batteries 
of artillery, and eighty companies of infantry — a pro- 
portion very different from that of the Briti^ army, 
which has about one hundred regiments of the line, and 
twenty of horse, with about ten thousand artillery. The 
mass of the regiments of infantry, however, are mere 
skeletons. 
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The origm of the tenn in&ntry is curious. It is 
well known that the main strength of eveiy anny \oo^ 
consisted in its number of knights and men-at-arms, who 
fought on honeback ; while the common people, -who 
fou^t on foot, were esteemed of little importance. 
The invention of gunpowder, bowerer, worked a won- 
deriul change in the art of war. It was a power against 
which Milan steel and the chain armor of the east were 
valueless, and enabled the foot soldiers, the people, to 
assert their due importance. This was going backwards 
almost to the days of old Rome, but it was a prudent 
retreat, its object being to correct an abuse. The h- 
gionam of Cesar's army, his foot soldien, ««« &r 
more important in his eye than die turmarU, or horse. 
So it was with heavy- armed men of the Adienian milita- 
ry organization and their cavalry.* 

One of the first powers in Europe to perceive this ne- 
cessary change in the . military o^;anizatioii, was Spain. 
The wise statesmen urtio ruled that nation in the fifleentik 
centuiy, immediately commenced the organization of a 
foot service ; and it is not too much to say that nearly 
all the success of the Spanish arms depended on it. 
The people were called out, the famous Spani^ pike- 
men or foot lancers were fbhned, and at the head of 
this great body of soldiers was placed, to g^ve it dig- 
nity, the heir-apparent of the Spanish crown, die Ih- 
FAMTE. This arm of the service was caUed the ii^mite- 
ritt, or infantry. 

Every regiment of in&ntiy in die United States is or 
dtould be commanded by a ctdond. Hie number of 
(Aceis, however, who command by brevet, makes Se- 
quent variation from this rule. 

*Iinn(, otknightf; mlHTn. OT )n&iiti7. 
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The iafostiy colooela are the following, ananged 
according to rank in fite line : 



HughBndy, 


flth July, 1818, 


adia&aaj. 


Matthew Arbackle, 


Iflth March, 1820, 


Tthinbatry. 


George M. Brooke, 


15th July, 1831, 


Sthinfimtit. 


Jtauet B. MM17, 


aiit July, 1834, 


SdiDfootry. 


Williun J. Worth, 


7th Jnly, 1838, 


SdiiiAiitry. 


WUliam DaTNport, 


14th June, 1843, 


lit iiifluitry. 


WiUiwn Wbirtler, 


ISth July, 184S, 


4thiiifutry. 


.Ne«niMiS.CUrkG, 


SSth June, 1S4S, 


ethinbotry. 



Of the above, Colonels Biadf , Arbndde, Brooke, 
and Worth are commanding according to brevets, the 
three first of brigadier<general, the last of major-gene- 
ral, and consequendy the 2d in&ntiy is commanded by 
Brevet Colonel lUley, the &th by Brevet Colonel Mcin- 
tosh, the 7th by Lientenant-Colonel Plympton, and dte 
Stb by Brevet Colonel Belknap, who is but a major in 
' the line. Brevet Colonel Gariand is also on duty ac- 
cording to brevet, and recendy commanded a ^ole 
brigade. 

AH of the above are officers of distinction, and merit 
particular notice. Before, however, referring to &em, it 
may be necessary to refer to other officers vAo, though 
now belonging to the general staff, have won their repu- 
tation as officers of the right arm (^ the army. Con- 
spicuous among these are, Colonel George Cro^ian, 
iospector-general, General Jesup, and Cie&eial Gibson. 

About the year 1790, a large body of die people of 
Virginia, excited by the reports given by Boone and 
others of the beau^ and fertility of Kentucky, emigrated 
to that district, then a part of Virginia. Many of die 
most respectable portion of the community participated 
in this movement, among whom were founders of many 
{^ the most opulent and influential femilies of the west. 

agmfih,C00g\c 



FOOT SEKVICE. 



It will be remembered that this emigration was peculiar ; 
■t was not the exhibition of a wild spirit of adventure 
in a young man, but a calm and deliberate eSbrt of a 
family to leave its own home, novat guarere s«de». 
Among many others who thus emigrated, were the 
lilies of the Others of the present Generals Gaines 
and Taylor, and of Colonel Crogfian. There is very 
little doubt, that this emigration would by no means 
have been as general as it was, but for the fact that Ken- 
tucky at that time was a dependency or coun^ of Vir- 
ginia, represented in her legislature and governed by her 
laws. 

Colonel Cn^han, the elder (almost every man in 
Virginia at that time had served in the army and held 
mihtaiy rank), established himself near the present city 
of Louisville, where Colonel Geobse Ckoghak was bom 
about the year 1792. At that day Virginia was to Ken- 
tucky the mother country, as England before the revo- 
lution was to the colonies, and all who could afibrd the 
expense sent their children thither to be educated. 
Young Crog^an was at an early age sent to the univer* 
sity of William and Mary, long the alma mater of the 
south, to be educated, and remained there until just be- 
fore war was declared. 

The university has many traditions of the fre&a and 
vagaries of men who have made thdr marie on the 
history of the world ; but of no one is more distmct 
memory preserved than of George Cn^han, and the 
antiquated people of that antiquated town tell many 
strai^ stories of the conduct of the young student who 
pretended to prepare himself for a profession (the law) 
nature evidently never intended him for. It is doubtful 
if he ever prt^ressed as far as John Randolph, almost 
to the end of the first book of Blackstone, in the study of 
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the law, wluch early in 1611 he abuidmed for ever. 
AAer a short sojourn at RichmoDd, where he became ao 
quainted with many officers of the army, then busy there 
in the equipment of troops for the frontier, and the officers 
of the Petersburg volunteers, who served with him at 
Fort MeigB, young Croghan left for the west, and od 
the 13th of March, 1812, though but nineteen years 
old, was appointed a captain of the 17th infantry. 
AVithin two months the young captain was on duty. 

After the expedition of Gieneral Harrison against the 
Indians, which was previous to the declaration of war 
against Great Britain, the security of the frmtier was ' 
ratablished. General Winchester remained at Fort De- 
fiance with a force of eight hundred men, the great ma- 
jority of the volunteers having returned home after tha 
expiration of their term of service. Karly in June, 
1812, General Winchester received infonnaticm that 
Frenchtown, a village on the Rai^, near DetrMt, and 
between it and the rapids, was menaced by the Briti^ 
and Indians. The volunteers insisted on being led to 
succor it, and accordingly, January 17th, he detached 
for this purpose a force under Colonels Lewis and Allen, 
with orders, however, to wait at Presque Isle until 
joined by the mun body. 

Colonels AUen and Lewis, on their reaching Presque 
Isle, were informed that the British advance had already 
captured Frenchtown, and detennined at once to ettaclc 
them, which they did with success, driving them from 
the town. The volunteers remained there until January 
SOth, when Wmchester came up. On the 22d, Proctor, 
with two Indian cbiefi, called Split-log and Roundhead, 
attacked the army, dx hundred of which were within a 
picket work, and the remainder, less than two hundred, 
were in the plain. The result was, that after a long and 
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galhnt defi»ce,(Hi being praniaed the honors of war atid 
personal protection, they sorreBdered. The g^wral hi»- 
tory of the country faifbnns us bow they were treated. 

The news of the stuation i^WiBdiesterpreTumBtD 
tlie 33d, had reached General HanisOn while on his 
Baarch -mth r^iforcaoente. He inuaediately sedt ftv>* 
mtd a detaduBQit of three hundred Ohio militia to 
relieve him. Oa hearing of tiie surrotder, howero-^ 
they fell back on the rafade, where Qenentl Haniscra 
then was. Harnson yet farther retreated, for the pur- 
pose of eflfectiiig a junction with the rear of his foree^ 
and securing the aiiiv^ from Upper Sandusky of a 
quantity of stores and Artillery. Soon after, Goreitt^ 
Mdgs sent him ttro other raiments of Ohio militia, anci 
^ general immediately constructed a fort, whidh he 
called, in honor of him, Fort Meigs. At tite tiame time 
ibs fort on the Upper Sandusky was erected by General 
Crodcs, who commanded the Pennsylvania brigade of ■ 
volunteers. Kothing dedded took place during the 
rest of the winter months, all General Harrison's plans 
having been destroyed by Winchester's defeat. To 
arrange his plans, he proceeded to Ohio for the purpose 
of obtaining a yet larger force &om that state and bvta 
Kentucky. 

About the commenc«nent of April, General Harrison 
heard that the enemy were makii^ great efforts to col- 
lect a force to beinege Fort Meigs, whither be imme- 
diately proceeded, and arrived about the 15th. Ifoue 
of the new levies had as yet arrived ; but the brigade of 
General Crooks, though its term of service had expired, 
gftOantly consented to remcun to defend the fort, whidh, 
naturally strong (being on an eminence in the midst of 
marshy fields,near the river bank),hadbeenmade as strong 
as possible by the efforts of Captains Gratiot (late chief 
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cs^Beo: of the nmy) and Wood. Ob the 38th of 
April* ioiiDniiBtkn wu brought tbat tbe eaaaj was is 
great force bdow, I>etached parties of Bntiali and In* 
&UB showed thnnsdves tjaoost inunediately on tha, 
etbw bank* but were at «x» di^ened by the artilkiy. 
DcqifttdKf. 'nere ipamediately seat, to hiarry iq> ^ 
Ea^oeky troopN» under Geunl Clay> vbicb, twdre 
lumped droBg, were Imown to be m rovtt. Tbiea 
day» the enemy caammed ai reconnoiwanoes, mthout 
attcstpting aBytbing b«t a fire of riflea and mndcetTy, 
which was r^unied by the Aroiiriran artillsry. The 
' ooly difficulties which the garrison lay under were a 
scarcity of water and the neGeeaity of pagaog the night 
un4er uiQB, to guard against surprise. 

On the 1st of M^, the enemy (^>ened lua batteries, 
and) on the 3d, a mortar hattuy, at tha distance of 
tbreo hnndred yards, b^^ to {day with sane effect, 
tratil alenced 1^ the American artjUery. The British 
tbm smnmoned the fort to surroider) mth the usual 
threat of its bong necessary, to save tba eSaaoa of 
blood. This was what might bare bera, expected frtan 
doctor, and was treated by General Harriscai with 
ooDtempt. The si^j^ was aooHtliogly renewed with 
the greatest vigor. 

Ob the 5th, a detachment from General Clay's forces 
reached the ibrt, with news that he was not fgf off, 
wi& lus troops, in boats. Geqeral Harrison inxuediately 
<»xler«d him to land eight bjindred swi, to destroy the 
enemy's batteries cm the other sido of the river, vljjie 
he {banned a sortie agaiiost the force under the walls of 
the f(Ht, whioh was to. be beaded by the distinguished 
Golraiel iSaier, of the l»th foot. This was an exceed- 
ingly well-planaed afiair, and woald have beea as bril- 
liant as the after sortie fn»n Fort Erie by General 
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Brown, — had not the Kentuckiana, after capturing the 
batteries, refused to obey their leader, Colonel Dudley, 
BDd insisted on being led gainst the main body of the 
enemy. This was unfortunately done. The men who 
had manned the British batteries had not retreated for 
before they met a laige Indian force, under the command 
of Tecumseh, the master-mind of the whole race. He 
immediately placed his men in ambuscade, and, by a 
Bkiliiil ruse, enticed the Eentuckiana into it. They 
rushed to attack a few Indians, who showed themselves 
in front of a wood filled with a force of more than two 
tiiousand Indians, contrary to the explicit orders of Co- 
lonel Dudley, who even used his side-arma to restrain 
them. A fearful scene of slaughter ensued, and the 
whole party were killed, except one hundred and fif^. 
Amoi^ the former was the unfortunate Dudley, killed 
in a personal encounter with a diief, whom he also killed. 
General Clay landed on the other side of the river, and 
was near hdng onularly cut off; but General Harrison 
threw from the fort a squadron of horse, under Major 
Ball, which covered his retreat to its works. 

Colonel Miller, at Qie head of the regulars, had more 
brilliant success, though his plans were disconcerted by 
Dudley's defeat. At the head of three hundred men; 
be attecked the enemy's i^ole line of three hundred 
and fifty regulars and five hundred Indians, drove them 
from die batteries, and made good his retreat with forly- 
two prisoners. In this afiair Croghan led his company, 
and was mentioned with much fevor and applause by tibe 
general. A cessation of hostilities ensued, and on 
the 9th, the enemy were joined by some vessels, for 
the purpose of embaridng their artilleiy. These having 
been driven away, st ten o'clock they marched off. 
On the occasion of the sortie of Miller, and also on a 



»-it., Google 



COLOITEL QEOaOE OBOGHAK. '313 

prior one commanded bj- himself in person, it was Cio- 
ghan's good fortune to be opposed to the British regu- 
lars — antagonists more worthy of a soldier thaji Indian 
savages, even though led by Tecumseh. Between the 
retreat of Proctor and the month of August of the same 
year, Croghan became a major m the army, when but 
twenty-one years of age. 

After the retreat of Proctor from Fort Meigs, the 
British general had left Tecumseh at thie head of a la^ 
body of Indians, to keep up the- appearance of a nege, 
and at the head of his regulars, which had been greatly 
reinforced, proceeded to Sandusky: his force was five 
hundred r^ulars and seven hundred Indians, lliia 
expedition was part of a large scheme which contem- 
plated the reduction of the defences of all the streams 
which M into Lake Erie, before the arrival of the rem- 
forcements expected from Kentucky and Ohio. There 
were two forts, called Upper and Lower Sandusky, the 
former of which was commanded by Major Crogfuin. 
Having heard that the British were about to attack the 
latter, be proceeded thither with as much of his garrison 
as could be spared, the lower fort being obviously the 
most important of the two, inasmuch as, if the enemy 
captured it, the first would be useless. He immediately 
set about placing it in better condition. He could, how- 
ever, do nothing more than dig a ditch six feet deep and 
nine feet wide, outside of the stockade work whidi sur- 
roDuded it. His garrison consisted of one hundred and 
sixty men, a few of whom were regulars, and the rest 
members of the two famous volunteer corps from Pitts- 
burg, Pa., and Petersburg, Va., which were so distin- 
guished throughout the war. He had also but one gun, 
a six-pounder. General Harrison, not thinking it possi- 
ble that the work could be defended, ordered Croghan 
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to eraoaiteU. He immediitdy wrote to the gcnegrf 
that be wu wtafied be could defend it aoccesBfiiU;, aad 
dectined obejing. It bas been nid that Crogbao viote 
rt>i« dMBwIrli with the intentioii <^ twffrring it to be 
talnn by tbe enemy, ft however icscbed Geiwrait Har- 
tiKHi's hands. 

On tbe 1st of August, General Proctw afqieaied be* 
iwe Sandual^, or Fort Stejrfienaoa, with the force at 
reedy mentiMiedt and several gii»-boats. Afler having 
diqiosed of bis force so as to raider rarest in^wnUe, 
be sent two ofl&cers with a flag to summos the foit> and 
to make the usual threat of a massacre. With his cha- 
racteristic cocdneSB, Crogbaa replied that he intsoded to 
defend the fort ; and, " whai it was talcen, there would 
be none left to massacre." 

Tbe British boats isuoedia^r opened with all tbdr 
guns and a howitzer. When day broke, it was diflci>- 
vered that a battery oi three six-^xHrnderg had been 
placed within two hundred or three hundred yards of 
the {ttckets, and whit^ immediately opened. About fimr 
o'clock, F. M., the whole fire of the British was caa- 
centrated on one angle, for the purpose of effecting a 
breach, which would enable them to carry it by storm. 
To strengthen this, bags of sand and flour were imme- 
^tely prepared ; and the only gnn, a six-pounder, was 
nwsked in the bastion which covered the ptnut by which 
it was evident the enemy intended to oita, if possible. 
Tbis gun was filled almost to the tompion, wiUi grape 
and misiles of every description. 

Soon after, a column of five hundred men, com- 
manded by Colcnel Short, advanced to what tbey fan- 
cied the weak pmnt, while several fonts vrere made on 
otitet parts of the work. A number of volleys were 
then fired by tbe enony, with no other effect than to 
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tanlope this eohuon in smoke, mder fxiver of wkich it 
•dratced wkhin tmnty paces of tke butxm, in finte 
<tf a bearry ^ of musketry from the fort. Tbe British 
leader tbo) on]««d an assault, and, as he did so, ahoot* 
ed, "Give the Yankees bo quarter!" Tbe coluan 
rushed forward, and was in tbe ditch. At this momoit 
tiie goB was ^masked, and fired. Wcmb cannot tell 
how fearful was that discharge, whii^ mowed down tbe 
enemy. SttOTt was instantly killed. A heavy fire of 
mustetry was at tbe same time delivered, and tbe 
ctdumn withdrew. The gun was loaded again, and the 
next officer in command (Colonel Warburton) madly 
advanced again to tbe assault. He went headlong widi 
his command into the ditch, and when it was nearly 
full, the casiMHi was a second time fired, with nuMe 
deadly acouracy, if possible, than before. No efibrt of 
their officers cwild brii^ tbe BritiBh agiun to the assault, 
but they fled to tbe woods. Tbe Indians were too 
prudent to attack a work which was so well defended, 
and followed tbem. During tbe night, they retrei^ted, 
leaving tbe dead and wounded and seventy stands of 
arms, be^des a boat. 

This was a brilliant victory. The enemy numbered 
nearly twelve hundred men ; Croghen's force was pr^ 
dsely one hundred and EUtty. Tbe killed were buried 
with the honors of war ; and, foi^tfiil that the wound- 
ed had, but a few months before, participated in tbe 
massacre at the river Raisin and Fort Meigs, he ex- 
tended the utmost care to them. Previous to the final 
retreat, before tbe enemy bad suspended bis fire, the 
wounded were taken from the ditdt into the fort, and 
placed in the hospital, under the care of the medical 

oSBfXTS. 

The Amnican loss was one killed and seven wounded. 
Vol. n. 15 
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lliat of the enemy, a total of one hundred and fi^nen. 
This defence called forth the greatest enthuaasm in the 
United States. Major Cn^jfaiui received the thaiUis of 
^wth honKS of congress, and sworda were presented hj 
the nation to himself and Captain Hunter, Lieutenants 
Jolmson and Baylor, and Ensigns Shipp and Dnncao, 
of the 17th leg^ment, to Lieutenants Anthony aad An- 
derson, of the 24tb, and Ensign Meeks, of the 7th. 

General ' Harrison in general orders complimented 
the whole garrison. A rarer compliment was also be- 
•tvwed on C^oghan by the ladies of Cim;innati, vbo pie- 
■ented him with an el^ant snord. 

For diis gallant defence he received the brevet of 
lieutenant-colonel &om the date of his report, August 
2d, 1813. This aflkir was one of the most gallant ac- 
tions of the war, and placed Cro^aa's military taknl 
as bx above dispute as his courage. 
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CHAPTER n. 

Snnviider of HieliifiinatkiDac.^CrogliaD'a ezpeditim— De- 
' EeUed— St. Mary's utd' St. Jom^'a — Croghan reugns-' 
Returos to tho serriDe — Hontera j — Oonenl Jesnp 

The defence, of Fort Meigs took place in Miay, 

1813. On the lOth of September, Periy won his biil- 
Hant victory, and on the 6th of October was fought the 
battle of the Thames, the result of both of -wfakh was 
the annihilation of the Anglo-Indian power on this ocw- 
tinent, and the death of Tecumseh. The credit of the 
battle of the Thames is due to the voltfiUeeis, and this 
is proved by the iact that, there is not now one officer 
remaining in the regular army, breveted for services in 
this brilliant action, though there are twenty who were, 
partiupators io the triumphs on the eastern lakes. We 
lose sight here of Colonel Croghan until the spring of 

1814, when he was assigned to the command of an ex- 
pedition fitted out against the forts at Michilimackinac 
and St. Joseph's, near the place where Lakes Huron, 
Michigan, and Superior connect. Michilimackinac had 
early in the war been captured under peculiar circum- 
stances. 

War was declared by the United States against Great 
Britain, June 19th, 1812. On the I7th of July, 1813, 
the American fort of Michilimackinac was summoned to 
Burrender by a force of nearly a thousand men, three hun- 
dred of which were British troops, and the rest Indians, 
the whole of which onlhepreviousd[iy had ItftSt. Joseph's. 
The garrison consisted of but fifiy-six men of all arms,. 
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eonuDanded bj a lieutenant of aitiOer; , named Haabi. 
An Americui who had been c^tuied by the enemy was 
•ent to inform the gairiocn and people of the vill^, 
which had grown up uoond ^ old French trading 
station, that in case of resistance all would'be put to 
death. This circumatance is coDrincing pio<tf that 
Great Kitain went into the war wi^ a deteraunaticHi to 
let loose the Indians on our frontier, and that the sub- 
sequent conduct (^ Proctor was not a variation &om, 
but a strict adherence to the rule proposed by (he 
English govemment. On the 17th a flag demanding 
immediate surrender was sent to the gairison, who thus 
were informed that the two countries were at war. 

Up to the date of the format summons, Lieutenant 
Hanks had considered the demonstration of the attackiug 
party but as an outrage of the Indians, fostered and 
encouraged, perhaps, by the British Northwestern Com- 
pany, which, to all intents and purposes, had an exist- 
ence separate from the British government. He had not 
expected war ; Ae government had not prepared him for 
it ; and he was aware that no gallantry could save his com- 
mand. It was, therefore, his dutf to surrender. He 
did ao, and the British became possessed of one «f Uie 
fortresses of the United Slates. The stipulations of sur- 
render insured protection to the garrison, which, ftx 
once during the war, were observed to the letter. It is 
pleasant to observe that on this occasion, the seven lum- 
dred savages were not turned loose on the lone fi^-siz 
men surrendered by Lieutenant Hanks. 

Fort Michilimackmac commanded the whole north- 
western trade, which, as Breckenridge says, passed 
under its guns as absolutely as that of the Mediter- 
ranean did under GUiraltar. No blame was attached 
to Lieutenant Hanks. It was obvious tbat the negltgeiwe 
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of sonw OM liad caused the soneader oS tins inqiortaDt 
post Hanj atthbitfad its Ion to HuU, who has enough 
ioeotitestably to aoBWer £»', to induce ub, in a ^ncit tt 
liumanity, to look after the truth. What, then, are ttie 
facts? 

General HuU reached Detroit oa the 6th, and Blichili- 
maCkinacsuirentkicdoDthe 17th of July. ThetwopostB 
are two hundred and fiuty miles apwt. Maiden was, ftar 
all practical puiposes, as oear Waabiogton as Detroit. 
IW British l0(4ted Icffward to the capture o£ &e north- 
west, as the result of a war into which they had almost 
forced the United States. Front Maiden to St. Joseph's 
there was a constant sequence of Indian traders, while 
at that &ne, on our side of the lake, diere was little inter- 
eourse. it was, however, the duty of the government 
to communicate the declaration' of war at least to the 
commander of Michilimacldoac. It was its duty, also, 
to have secured so valuable a post, when hostilities were 
imminent, from surprise. It did neither. It is, there- 
fore, not unreasonable to attribute this mischance to the 
Q^igence of the govemmeot, rather than to Hull, e^>e- 
daiiy as the latter has sins enouf^ to satisfy his most 
mal^ant enefflies, to answer for, without assuming, ot 
baring thrust on him this error of Mr. Madison's admin- 
istration. At the same time Mr. Madison had enough 
to think of to exempt him from very heavy blame in 
being forgetful of a ^ult Memin^ so issignificaat as the 
informing a &r away lieutenant of the declaration of war. 
If, however, Hull had been the man the American com 
mauder of the northweti should have been, Lieutenant 
Hanks should have beai fully prepared for alt eme]f;en- 
(-ies. 

On the fate of Michilimackinac depended that of Chi- 
cago; and though Hull heard of it in ample time to 
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Kgain it (Jvij 23), he attempted nothing towvds it. 
It is a special dispensation of mercy almost, that after 
the captore of Micfailimackinac, all the swarms of the 
ttOTthem hive irere not turned loose on die United 
States. 

Thus was tins important post lost llie anny uoder 
Proctor, hj its menacing attitade, rendered it impossible 
to reg;ain ih\a position ; but after die battle of the Thames 
and Peny's victoiy, an ^tempt to retake the Gibraltar 
of tlte lakes was decided on. lliis expedition was 
confided to the most diatinguished of the janior officers 
of the western army— to Colonel Grog^an. 

Men not unfrequentl; mistake their own true inte- 
rests ; and Colonel Cro^ian was asdgned to the com- 
mand of this expedition to recover the supremacy of 
the northern lakes, much to his own satisfoetion, when 
otherwise he would have accompanied Gaines, Miller, 
&c., eastward, and shared in the brilliant campaign on 
the Niagara of 1814. 

Hie Briti^ had captured Michilimackinac with an 
inadequate force, and it was therefore supposed thtf 
Colonel Cro^ao could capture it with equal ease. If 
any one could do so, the hero (tf Fort Sandusky could ; 
but in the meantime the work bad been made stronger, 
the garrison reinforced, and kept on tiie alert by the 
events of a long war. 

In July, however, the expedititm ot Colonel Cio- 
^an set sail, and on the 4th of August he landed 
on the island of Michilimackinac. At the first ^nce, 
he saw he could effect nothing. It is to be regrets 
ted that he did not at once retire. Tlie hero of Saiv- 
du^ mig^t safely have done so. He however at- 
tacked the fort, and was defeated with the loss of sixty 
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Idlted and voanded — a Ixrge propartioii of hia eom- 

llie enemy were, howerer, aot rid of him, for on 
his letura iie destroyed the British posts at St. Maiy's 
and St Joseph's, which were only less important than 
Michihrnadmac. Id diis expedition a naval force, on- 
Aet Captain St. Clair, co-operated. This officer sta* 
tioned two vessels at the mouth of a channd which 
wonld command the fart ; and ssccess mi^t ultioiately 
hare attended the erpedition, had they not been boarded 
and earned in the n^t by a force irom the gamsm, 
(he commander of ^ich was evidently a soldier, and a 
vorthy antagonist of Crogfaan. 

CoWnel Croghaai was retained in the amy ^er the 
Deduction of 1816, with his lAd rank, and remained on 
(iirlongh for some time. About this crisis, he passed 
much time on the Atlantic sea-board. On the 31st of 
Mardi, 1817, be resigned his commissioD, having been 
in the army jnst five years and nineteen days, during 
which he had risen to the rank of Ueutenant-colonel, 
and achieved as much reputation, if not more, than any 
other nui intite army. Immediately afterwards, be was 
appointed by Mr. Mooroe postmaster of the city of 
New Orleans. 

This sedentary Hfe did not suit Colonel Cn^ihan, 
\vho has ever been fond of excitement. He had- 
been in the serviee bog enough to contract all its peca- 
liar habita, and he never heard the tuck of the drum widi- 
out panting, 1^ an old charger, for war. Consequently, 
he grasped at the opportunity of returning to the service, 
offered him on the Slat December, 1835. He immedi- 
ately accepted the post of inspector-general. At the 
aane time, the senior commissioD of the same depart- 
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miatt v» caiifenvci «n Lientenattt-Colflod J«li« E. 
Wool, now a brigadier-general of the army. 

These wen two itigb conarissieiw. Tk» officsn 
wbo received thsm were tbe wpeot«nof the aimj, wA 
nnkss remored fron dieii ^eeifie duties by &e MGigD- 
axnt of the prendent to the conaiaand of a fai^ier grade, 
tfaejr were above ail orden from asjr senior ia commis* 
•ioD. Ctdonri Crogfianj dufing the tweaty-ooe yeus 
■Aer this, was ee^aged slEbost cooBtaddy in toars of ia- 
apectioB of the ibrts on ihe vhok northern and West- 
on frostier. Tliis was an important species of duty, 
but (Hie not calciilated to add edat to the reputation 
of the h»o of Fort Stephenson. When tbe Mexican 
war broke out, he was long kept from the scene ,of con- 
test by other doty, and was not able to join the army 
■ntil the march from Matamoras to Montei^ had been 
begun. 

PterioBs to die battie of Palo Alto, Crof^ian was 
Geaeral Taylor's senior by seven years* service as a 
colond ; tbe one niiiking as snch from 21st December. 
1825 ; the other from April 4, 1832. A soldier who 
had done such good service as Croghan mig^t have 
objected, not with propriety, but with somk color, to 
serving under one so much his junior. Croghan did 
not, however, understand sutdi logic, and was as zeal- 
ous in the discharge of his dutiea with Taylor as 
he would have been nnits the genenl-ia-chief. He 
participated ia tbe glories of the assault on Moateiey> 
and was mentioned in the most fiattering tenos by Gene- 
ral Taylor in the official report. The two had growa 
op together in the same wing of the amy, and tbe fim 
laurels of each had grown almost on tbe same soil. 

A long list of brevets was Bubsequeady conferred od 
officers who had distinguished themsehres; the whole 
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inaj ssked vby Cto^jbaa «aa not included. Penoiit 
with good memoiiee may roBMnber a circwnstuice 
ttiat occurred daring the presidential caovaM pKcedisg 
tks dcctioK of Qeacrd Harnsen, tAaok muj koooast 
for Ae fact that CroghaM wu forgotten. 

Duitng the aege'of Monterey, when the five of am 
of tbe enemy's Btnwg poations was oonoentrated oa ■ 
TeonesKe regiment, CtJonel <?rogfaBO ruabed to its fraoL 
Tftldng off his ohapean, with the wind towing about 
bis gjay bair, he renunded them that tbejr 'weee tbe ROM 
of tlK men who, with Qeneral Suskaoa, in 1813-14, 
had uerer been de&ated, and bade them foUow bim. 
They did so, and ftdly proved Ibat the blood of their 
state bad not degraierated. He wm net breveted, how- 
ever. Sam alter tbe battle, Colonel Crogban, cob- 
tniry, it is said, to his own widies, was-aasigned to duty 
withio the United States. The probable reason was, 
that tibe nost careless would have asked why so gallant 
a soldier and so distinguished am officer had beeu placed 
under the orders of county-court lawyers, clerks, and 
iBerchatits. 

Colonel On^han is now about fifty-Uiree or fifty- 
fcur years of age. 

General Jebhf is cme of tbe most distinguidied, at 
tbe some time that be is one of the most prominent 
officers of the army of tbe United States. Tboie who 
baTe read the sketch of tbe life of General Scott, and 
the military career of all the officers who served on 
the lakes, will remember how often his name has occur- 
red in the stirring scenes of the campaigns on the fron- 
tier, where he establi^ied his reputation as a brave man 
beyond dispute. 

In all this war, however, he never comm^id«t in 
daef, and therefore has earned merely tbe reputation of 
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a bTKn soldier, vho obeyed orders, and who, in bis 
iphere, vaa ampljr conpetoit to perform erery duty re- 
quired of him. 

Oeneral Jesnp is a Batire of Virgitua, vhence hia 
ftinily emigrated to Ohio when he was very youi^. 
His name first appears in the army regist^ May 3, 1308 
(the date of General Scott's first ccmmusnim), as a 
second lieutenant of the 7th infantry. At Chi^^wa he 
was a major, and for lus gallantry received the brevet 
a[ Ueutenant>coloDel ; and, for services at Ni^;ara, the. 
brevet of colniel. It is ahnost impocnble to follow 
officers through the idleness c{ peace; but Colonel. 
Jesup was retained in service after the war, and on the. 
8th of May, 1813, just ten years and five days after the 
date of bis first commisaMi, was appointed quarter-.' 
master^^eneral of the whole army, with the rank <tf 
brigadier-general. He may be conndered the Ibimder 
of the present system of accoimtabdlity fi)r property in 
the army, which, Uiough peculiar, has been t^ted by. 
«[perience, and found faultless. On the 8th of May, 
1^8, accordbg to the custcnn of the service, the brevet 
of brigadier-general was conierred on him by the pre 
ndent. 

■ After the recall of Genera] Scott from Florida, the 
command was conferred rai General Jesup. There had 
been difficulties between the two, whidi attracted at 
the time much attention, and became ailerwards the 
' mbject of much discussion. As, however, it is unplea^ 
sant to refer to difficulties, which require that the pr^se 
of one actor should be accompanied by censure of 
another, it is better to drop this long mooted question. 

After the recall of General Scott, General Jesup long 
commanded in Florida. The war; however, became 
me of detaohments, in which little worthy of record 
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occoned. Many skirmishes took place, and man; brave 
men fell ; but in the eyes of the country at la^, little 
of interest happened. During the command of General 
Jesup, who was quartermaster-general, and empowered 
to authorize vast expenditures, immense di^ursements 
were made in Floiida, which, it cannot be denied, made 
the war popular among the people of the territoiy, who 
profited much by the stream of money which followed in 
the traces of every detachment of tbe army. , During the 
command of General Jesiip, Osceola was captured by a 
rase, which, justifiable or not, gave occasion to much 
comment, and was by a large portion of the population 
oi the United Staites gready censured. General Jesup 
eflected little in Florida, and was ul&nately recalled 
afia the batde of Okee-Chobee, when General Taylor 
was placed in command. 

General Jesup remained at Washington until the de- 
parture of General Scott, wUh whom for a tUne he was 
in Mexico. There he was but rarely heard of; a thing 
not surpriswg, when we remember that, important as are 
die duties of the quartermaster's department, they are 
unobtrusive and not cakulated to attract the attention 
of the superficial observer. 

He is DOW at his bureau in Washington. The army 
has few braver soldiers, and few men who do it more 
credit. General Jesup, however, has made some few 
■aistakes in bis long -career, amply atoned for by unre- 
nitting attention, and many distinguished feats of arms. 
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CHAPTER in, 

Geowal WorOi— Battle of Chippewa— Biuning of St. DaTid'»— 
Battle of Lundy's Lane — Worth appointed conunandanl at 
Wert Point — Worth'e Bervices on the oorthem frontier and 
in Florida — Geneial Bradf . 

Or all the (^Scers of in&ntiy in the artoy, none are 
more distinguisbed than the colonel of the 8th, Wiujah 
J, WoBTB. The fact is proved by the circumstance 
diat be has two, brevets, earned in two battle-fields, 
which have to a. d^ee exalted him above many vibo 
are his superiors in the line of the army. 

At the commencement of the last war with Great 
Britain, Worth is said to have been aieudentof Albany, 
NewYoric, and, impelled bythe military ardor which per- 
vaded all that state, to have enlisted in the r^ment of 
wlucb the present General Scott was then lieutenant- 
colonel. Ihis was Izard's 2d artillery. Worth was not * 
a man, however, calculated to be hidden behind a coun- 
ter, or to be lost amid the files of an artillery battalion ; 
he soon attracted his colonel's eye, and at bis instance, 
about the commencement of the next campaign, was 
appointed a first lieutenant of the 33d iniantry. 

When the battle of Chippewa occurred, July 4th, 
1814, Scott had become a biigadier-general, and Worth 
was his aide-de-camp. On the 3d of July, General 
Scott had advaoced with his brigade across the Niagara, 
and landed immediately below Fort Erie, while General 
Ripley's brigade landed afew miles above, which at once 
surrendered without firing a shot, and arran^ments 
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William J. Worth, 

Colonel 8lh InlanOy, MajoT'Generai bj Brevet. 
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vere made to attack General Riall'a army at Chippewa. 
On the momii^ of the 4th, Scott's brigade, which waa 
several boun in advance, proceeded to occupy a posi- 
tion in front of the viUa^, with fais ri^t on the river 
and K ravine in front of iL The irtiole BritiBh fincc vt»- 
in the village. On the evening of that day, General 
Brown arrived with the reserve and Hindman's artilleij, 
snd OB the next day General Porter came up with a 
large force of Pennaylvania and New York votonteers, 
and a few Indkos of the Six Nations, who had been 
mustned into the service wben it became obvious &tt 
Great Britain would not relinqui^ the poBcy of employ- 
ing savages in warfare ^inst a kindred natton. It nu^, 
however^ appropriately be said, that by thus employing 
Indians, who notoriously, in spite of all promises, will 
murder and scalp, the American government sanctioned 
the practice. 

No active hostilities were commenced until the next 
diqr, ythen an afibir of pickets occurred, and the Ameri- 
can guard, commanded by Captain Treat, was driven 
in, leaving a wounded man on the ground. So little, 
even at this time, was militaiy law understood in the 
country, that (ieneral Brown immediately ordered the 
captain to leave the army, an exertion of power which, 
at this day, would strqt any general in the service of his 
commission. Napoleon used, from time to time, to do 
such tilings, but he waa not only a general, but a sove- 
reign. 

Captain Treat was no coward, but had been deserted 
l^ his men, iriiom Ik sought to rally. Thou^ not 
allowed to command his company on the next day, he 
-was placed, in consequence of oi^^t solicitation, at the 
head of a [^toon, and amply redeemed himself ss a 
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brire soldier. He was subsequently, at his owii request, 
atrested, tried, nnd honorably acquitted. 

Several similar attacks vere made during the dsy tfj 
other party. Captain Biddle, after the retreat of Cap- 
tain Treat, had been ordered to assame command ctf the 
same picket, and recover die wounded, which he ef- 
fected without any serious opposition. Rial) then i^ ' 
solved to make the attack, and leaving his camp threw 
his whole force in front of General Scott, on the left 
bank of Street's creek. He also detached a large body 
e( troops to turn the left of the American camp, whidi 
he dKni^t could be done under cover of a dense wood 
bounding the plain on that side. Porter with his vol- 
unteen, however, perceived the movemmt and beat 
back the enemy. Pursuing his advantage too ra^y, be 
Came upon the main body of the Britidi, ftir the supe- 
riors of his men in every essential of soldierdip, except 
enei^ and courage. General Brown now threw Scott, 
with Towson's artillery, yet farther forward, to bring on 
K general action. 

Scott, who was anxionsly wahing this order, now ad- 
vanced at the head of his men, with his personal staff 
by his side, conspicuous amid which was Worth, " mak- 
ing his first arms as-an officer." llie three main battle- 
pieces were the battalions commanded by Leavenworth 
(and subsequently McNeil) and Jesup, with Towson's 
utillery. How well this batde Was fought,'and with 
vriiat success, has already been described. Ripley's 
brigade was not engaged, ficott fought this batde, 
which, though a decided victory, would have been 
more brilliant but for die repulse of Porter's men and 
the refusal of General Brown, until it was too late, to 
permit Ripley with his brigade to turn the left of the 
. British army, and prevent its escape to Chippewa. 
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The total American loss in killed, wounded, and 
misaing vas three hundred and thirtj^eigfat ; among die 
wounded were many distinguished officers. General 
Dnuomond acknowledged* a loss of fire bundled and 
five. Many brereta were conferred for this a&ir. 
Among others. Worth received that of captain ; Major 
. Jesnp, Captain Towson, Captain Jonea, and GcdobI 
Scott, each received the brevet of a higher grade. The 
above are now in the army. Leavenworth, McNeil^ 
Crocker, an^ Harrison were also honored with brevets ; 
&e two first of lieatenant-colonel, the two last of cap- 
iain. The four have since by death or remg&ation left 
the anny. 

The British retired to Fort Geoi^, end General 
Brown tti Queenstown, where he remained for some time 
awaiting reinforcements. On the night of the 12th of 
July, General John Swift, of New York, was shot hy 
tiie treachery of a British soldier. On the 13th GeD«al 
Brown called on Captun Chauncey, naval commander 
on the lakes, for asnstance, which prpduced a most un- 
military reply to the general, which was dated Septem- 
ber Ist, and recaved on the lOtb. General Brown was 
subsequently forced to depend on his resources. 

On the 18th oi July, a command under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Stone burned the village of St. David's, in which 
a British force was stationed, lliis was done by the 
troops, contrary to the orders of the senior officer, who, 
however, was ordered by General Brown immediately to 
retire from the army. Colonel Stone was forced from 
the army by General Brown ia this manner, and the 
general, by acting thus, committed a lugfaer ofience than 
the lieutenant-colonel could have done, had all Canada 
been destroyed. General Brown, not educated a solr 
'Riall WM Bctii^ uiul«r the orders of thii officer. 
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dNT, bavin^ nerer commanded a platooo, was sttei^ 
ignorant of all the princ^Jei of diacipline. He had read, 
it U true, man; militai; memoiis, uad confounded bis 
position with that of Enropetm ntonarchs, who, at the 
time they commanded armies, were sovereigns, and n<A 
mere servants of the people. If Colonel Stone was 
guihf, there is not the least doubt a court martial would ■ 
have punished him. The matter, however, amid the 
excitement of (he time, passed almost unnotieed, ao^■ 
withstanding the exertion <^ a similar aimsefit powerpre- 
viously, in the case of Captain Treat. One or two (^ 
cers have Ruce attempted to make diese precedents 
examples, but have been signally repulsed, both by pub- 
lic opinion and by the antborities. 

On the 20th, General Brown advanced towards Fort 
George, the outposts of which he drove in, and todc up 
a position which commanded Hie fort, with the expecta* 
tion that the Briti^ would attack him. Information 
from General Gaines, however, who was stationed at 
Chippewa, hen reached him. He learned that Sackett's" 
Harbor was blockaded, and tiiat it was impossible for 
him to receive the heavy guns he expected thence. He 
therefore felt back to Chippewa on the 21th, and the 
next day learned that the enemy with large reinforce- 
ments were advancing to attack him. 

At four o'clock on the S6th, General Scott, in obedi- 
ence to General Brown's order, led his brigade, wUch 
consisted of seven hundred men, besides Towson's bat- 
tei7 and a troop of horse, along the Niagara river towards 
Chippewa. When near the cataract he saw General 
Riall in pontion at Lundy's Lane, with nine pieces irf' 
artDlery, two of which were bronze twenty-fbnra. Tie 
advance of Scott, nnder command of Captain Harris, of 
the dragoons, immediately attacked the Britidi advance, 
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which retreated so as to draw the Amencana within 
the reach 6f the British position. 

. Scott saw what was intended, and aAer imparUng his 
idews to his distinguished chief of staff, Jones, sent him 
to commnnicate ^em to General Brown, and advanced 
to the attack. On tiiis occasion Scott was ably seconded 
b; bis distinguished juiuors. Brad;, McNeil, Leaven- 
worth, and Jesup, eadi of whom there won applause 
and promotion. 

No sooner had Harris driven in tiie British advance, 
than Scott cleared the wood and deployed in a beautiful 
pl^. The artillery on either side began to fire. After 
having attacked, as has been described, the regiments of 
Brady and McNeil, which were forced to retire, the main 
force of the enemy was thrown on the 9th, commanded 
by Leavenworth, who sent for aid to Scott, who came up 
in person, with Worth by his side. This action has often 
been described : the bloody carnage which ensued from 
the contest for the possession of the hill on which the 
British artillery was posted ; the gallantry of Miller ; the 
daring of Jesup, who, on the occasion, as General 
Brown says, showed himself in a sheet of fire. A Bri- 
tish general was taken, and a British army routed. Al- 
most at the same moment, Scott and Worth (who had 
accompanied him into Ae midst of the British fire) fell 
severely wounded ; and both were deprived of partici- 
pation in the other events of the campaign. For his 
services here, Worth was breveted a major. 

The absolute loss of the two armies in this engage* 
ment was nearly equal. That of the British was ei^ 
hundred and seventy-eight ; of the Americans, a few less. 

Worth recovered from his wound in much less tinM 
than Scott ; and when his general proceeded south, ac- 
companied him as his aid. The war soon terminated, 
Vol. U 16 
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and after it, Worth became a captain, ^d was as^gned 
to duty as commaDdaDt of the corps of cadets at West 
Point. Ten years afler the battle of Niagara, -Major 
Worth was made a lieatenant-cojonel by brevet; and 
when, in 1832, the ordnance corp^ was oi^nized, was 
made one of the majors, with rank from the 30th of 
May. On the 7th of July, 1838, he was appointed colo- 
nel of the 8tb infaatty, the rank he now occupies in the 
line of the army. 

After service on the oorthem irontier, and an elabo- 
nite pursuit of the liunous Johnson, the chief of the 
Thousand Isles, and service everywhere, frt)m the foot of 
Champlain to Detroit, Colonel Worth was sent west- 
ward with his regiment, and in the fell and winter oE 
1840 he was sent to Florida. General Armistead was 
then iu command, but in May, 1841, Colonel Worth 
was placed in command. Proceeding from Fort Brooke, 
Tampa Bay, westward, he occupied almost the whole 
country; and on the 17th of April, 1842, forced the In- 
dians to an engagement at Ptlaklaklaba, near the St. 
John's. The American loss was not great ; but the 
enemy, already morally defeated by Taylor's victory at 
Okee-Chobee, from which they had not recovered, were 
totally defeated. For this he received the brevet of 
brigadier-general, with rank from the 1st of March, 
1842. He subsequently served in Florida, but achieved 
but little, because the Indians would show him no front. 

He then returned northward, and we next hear of 
him, in active life, on the movement of the army of 
occupation to Corpus Christi, under command of General 
Taylor. 

In the et^gagements on the Niagara, no one was 
more distinguished than the colonel of the 32d, who, 
,«ven then, had the reputation of a veteran. His fre- 
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qumt semce in the saioe army with Worth, makes thia 
a proper plac« to speak of turn. 

Hugh Bbadt is one of the oldest officers in the ser- 
Tice, having entered the army as an ensign of infantry, 
<»i the 7th of March, 1792, Report says he had pre- 
viously been an enlisted man. After serving many years, 
and acquirii^ much rank, on the 6th of July, 1812, he 
was appointed colonel of the 33d in&otry, — a fa^t 
wUch shows that he prenously must haro occujaed a 
prominent position. In the battle of Chippewa Brady 
headed his r^ment, which was so much cut to pieces 
by the enemy's fire, that it was necessary to withdraw 
it, after the colonel bad been severely wounded. His 
regiment had on this occadon been well fought, but had 
been almost annihilated. On the disbandment of the 
army. Colonel Brady was retained in the service, hut 
4ith his old rank, and has smce commanded his regi- 
ment (the 2d infantry), to which, on the reduction, he 
was asfflgned, with the date of his appointment in the 
23d. He is one of the oldest officers of his grade in 
the world, having been a colonel thirty-fire years. On 
the 6th of July, 1823, he received the brevet of briga- 
diei-general; according to which, for a great part of the 
time, he has commanded. General Brady has long had 
his head-qoarters at Detroit; and, during the receut 
Canada disturbances, contributed much to the padfica- 
tion of that portion of the frontier. He is now in the 
jnidst irfagreeQ old age, hale, hearty and strong, with- 
out an enemy in the world, and universally beloved, both 
by his command and the community amid which he has 
long been stationed. General Brady is a native of the 
Ulterior of Fenpsylvania, and must now be considerably 
more thaa seventy years of age. At Chippewa he was 
at least forty. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Ametican axraj eimaes tha Colondo — Worlh't iaterriaw widi 
. General Vega — Diipate between Wortli and Twiggs — Wtxtk 
raoignB hia (xnumiiaioii — lUooIU iua leoignatiaa and lejoini 
the way- 

It is well known that the anny which won the bat- 
tles of Palo Alto and La Resaca, was prepared for vic- 
tory by constant drills and discipline at Corpus Christi. 
Worth was here indefatigable ; one of the best tacti- 
cians in the army, he made the anny competent to 
cope with any in the world. At this place the aimv 
remained from August, 1845, to March, 1846, when 
it moved westward, and on the 20th was at the Colo- 
rado. A road was opened to the river, and in the 
meantime notice was sent that if any opposition were 
made to the passage of the army, it wonid be thought 
an overt, act of war. The artillery was accordingly 
posted so as to command the ford. At about the same 
time General Mejia informed General Taylor that a pas- 
sage of the river would be thought a declaration of war. 

The American army, however, crossed, having on the 
22d advanced towards Matamoras, Worth commanding 
the advance. On the 28th of March the army was oppo- 
site the city, and General Taylor immediately de- 
spatched Worth and his personal staff to cross the river 
to demand an interview with the authorities, and to 
deliver a written communication from General Taylor. 
A Mexican party, however, crossed over to the north- 
ern bank. After some delay, General Worth crossed, 
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and was received by Don Roinulo de la Vega, ea officer 
of precisely his ovn rank, brigadier-general by brevet. 
'Worth, on this occasion, was accompanied by Lieutea- 
ants Magnider, Deas, Blake, and Knowlton, and General 
la Vega by a Mexican gentleman of the law, the Licen- 
ciado Cesares, and three officers, one of whom was an 
interpreter. General Worth immediately unfolded his 
mission and produced a commumcation, which wa^ 
trandated into French by Lieutenant Knowlton, aad 
into Spanish by the Mexican interpreter. General La 
Vega stated that he was authorized to receive the com- 
munications which might be presented, and west on to 
s^y that the invasum of the Mexican territoiy was con^ 
dered an act of war. 

The following is the proas verhal of the interview, 
as reported by the officers who were present at it : 

" GenertU Worth. — I am well aware that some of the 
Mexican people consider it an aggressive act ; tut [in- 
terrupted by the Mexican interpreter, and after a slight 
discussion of the international question on the part of 
General Vega], General Worth repeated ibe above 
remark, addbg, that it was not so considered by 
his govemroent ; that the army had been ordered f^ere 
by his government, and there it would remain ; whether 
rightfully or otherwise, that was a question to be settled 
between the two govemmeDts. General Vega, still dis- 
posed to argue the merits of the case, was told by Gen- 
eral Worth, that ' he came to state facts, not to argue 
them.' 

General Worth then stated that he had been sent 
with despatches &om his commanding general to Gene- 
ral Mejia ; that General Mejia had refused to receive them 
from him personally, adding, with emphasis and some 
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degree of warmtb, * I now state, that I withdraw this 
despatcb, baving read it merely as an act of courtesy to 
General V^ ; that in addition to the written despatch 
to General Mejia, I am authorized to sxpress verbally 
the sentiments with which the commanding general pro- 
posed to cany out the instructions of his government, 
in which he hoped to preserve the peaceable rekUons be- 
tween the two governments, leaving all questions be- 
tween the two countries to be settled between the 
two governments ; and if bereaiter General Mejia wished 
to communicate with General Taylor, he must propose 
the means — assnring General Vega that, ^ould General 
Mejia present himself, or send his communications by a 
mbaltem officer, in either case be would be received 
with proper courtesy and respect' 

The question of rig^t of territoiy was agab opened by 
General Vega, who asked how the United States govern- 
ment would view the matter diould the Mexican troops 
march into or occupy a portion of the territory of Uni- 
ted States. 

General Worth replied, that General Vega might 
probably be familiar with the old proverb, < Sufficient 
for the day is the evil thereof;' and that < it would be 
time enough to consider such matters when the act was 
perpetrated.* 

This proverb did not appear to have been translated 
by the Mexican interpreter, but was received by Gene- 
ral Vega with a smile and slight shrug. 

General Worth. — Is the American consul in arrest oa 
in prison ? 

General V^a. — No. 

Genered Worth. — Is he now in the exercise of his 
proper fiinctions i 
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Genetal Vega, after 'apparency constilting with the 
Licenctado Cesares for a moment, replied that he was. 

Oeneral Worth. — Then, &a an American officer, itl 
the name af my goTemment and my commanding gene- 
ral, I demand an interriew wi& the Consul of my country. 

No reply, 

Gmerid Worth. — Has Mexico declared war against 
(he United States? 

General Vega. — ^No. 

General Worth. — Are the two potmtries still at peace ? 

Oeneral Vega. — Yes. 

Oeneral Worth. — Then, I again demand an inter- 
view with the consul of my government, in Matamoras 
' — in presenee, of course, of these gentlemen, or any 
other diatthe commanding general in Matamoras maybe 
pleased to designate. 

General Vega reiterated that be was in the proper 
exercise of his functions ; Qiat he was not in arrest, nor 
were any Americans in Matamoras in arrest ; that he 
Would submit the demand to General Mejia, adding that 
he tiiou^t there WDUld be great difficulty. This de- 
fnand was repeatedly made, in the most emphatic man- 
ner, and a reply requested. General Vega stating that 
the consul continued in the exerctee of his functions, 
and that the demand would be submitted to General Meija. 

Here the interview was suspended, while the licen- 
dado left the party to submit, as we understood, the 
demand for en internew with the consul to General 
Mejia. While engaged in friendly mtercourse, General 
Worth stated to General Vega, in an informal manner, 
as an evidence of the good futh, intentions, and dispo- 
sitions of his commanding general, that he was well 
aware of the importance of Brazos Santiago to the 
commerce and bustneas community of Matamoras ; that 
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be ^rould respect their laws Bud customs, and freely 
grant entrance and esit to all Mexican and other vessels 
trading with Matamoras, on the same terms as before its 
occupatioa by the United States, leaving all questicas 
aridng therefrom to be settled hereafter by the two 
governments. 

At the expiration of about a quarter of an hour the 
licenraado retained, and reported that General Mejia 
would not accede to the request for an interview on the 
part of General Worth, saying nothing, however, rela- 
tive to the questim of the consul. 

General Yega was then again informed that the 
despatches intended to be delivered to General Mejia by 
General Worth in person, would be returned by him 
(GeneralW.) to his commanding general, considering any 
other disposition of them as disrespectful to him, repeating 
that they had been read to General Vega in courteay to 
him, and that General Mejia must take his own meana 
of communicating with General Taylor ; that \t'hether 
General Mejia sent a superior or subaltern officer to 
General Taylor, at all times accessible, he would be re- 
ceived with becoming courtesy, and hospitahty, present- 
ing, at the same time, a written and sealed document 
for the cdvil authorities of Matamoras, which was re- 
ceived by General Vega, and immediately transferred to 
the Licendado Cesaxes. 

General Vega. — Is it the intention of General Taylor 
to remain on the left bank of the Rio Grande ? 

General Worth. — Most atswredly; and there to r^ 
main until directed otherwise by bis goremmwit. 

General Vega remarked that ' we' felt indignant at 
seeing the American flag placed on the Rio Grande, a 
portion of the Mexican territory. General Worth re- 
plied, 'that was a matter of taste; notwithstanding 
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t)«t, then it would remaiD.' The army had been 
ordered to occupy its present position by its government ; 
it came in a peaceful rather than belligerent attitude, 
with a determination to respect the rights and customs 
of those on the right bank of the Rio Grande, while it 
offers protection to all on the left bank, within their 
own territory. 

No reply having been received frran General V^a, 
relative to the demand for an interview with the Ame- 
rican consul, the question was again introduced by 
General Worth, and the demand for the last time re- 
iterated. 

General V^a promptly refused to accede to the 
demand, replying, \rithout waiting for the interpretation, 
* No, no.* 

General Worth. — I have now to state that the re- 
fusal of my demand to see the American consul, b re- 
garded as a belligerent act; and in conclu^on I have to 
add, that the commanding general of the American 
forces on the left bank of the nver will r^;ard the pas- 
sage of any armed party of Mexicans, in hostile array, ■ 
across the Rio Grande, as an ^t of war, and pursue it 
accordingly."* 

When the interview was over, General Worth re- 
turned across the river, and found General Taylor under 
his flag, encamped, and the engineers engaged in a sur- 
vey of the site for a fortificalion. 

* " General Worth, w^n in WuMiifton, futntshed the editor of 
1b« TTcion with the following, wUch wu intended a* a note to the 
memoranda of the converution between GeneiaU Worth and Vega : 
'After repeatedLj remarking that he (Gieneral Vega) congiderBd aa 
in a stale of war. General Worth remarked that General Mejia 
might, hy a Ter; limple operation, determine when and where tb* 
war Aoald begin, hot it would bs fm the United Statei to hj wbea 
•ad where it ihoald end.' " 
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About'the time that Colonel (now General) Twi^s 
was sent to talce possession of Point Isabel, die difEculty 
in relation to precedence occurred between Worth and 
Tw^gs. It otiginated in the old mooted point of bre- 
vet rank, which has already been so often referred to, 
and so tuily explained, that a mere statement of the 
&cts will be sufficient. 

In the army of occupatioa there were three colo- 
nels — 

Tkylor, i^ tiw «th miwiTj, with rank from April 4, 1839. 
Twiggs, " Sddra^iu, « " " June B, 1836. 
Worth, « Sth mlimtry, « « « July 7, 1838. 

There would of course hare been no doubt, but for 
ttie feet that two of these officers had brevets of a higher 
grade than brigadier^ general : 



General Worth, who, almost from his entrance into 
service, has had a brevet of a higher grade than be oe- 
copied in the line, maintained that Genera! Taylor conw 
manded according to his brevet, and that he himself 
was also entitled to all the privileges of bis higher rank. 
Twi^ maintained, on the contrary, that General Tay- 
lor commanded because he was senior officer in the line, 
and that he was himself th^ next in rank. 

There is not a doubt that Worth was wrong in tiua 
instance, and that General Taylor, to whom the maUer 
was referred, decided correctly when be muntained the 
anthori^ of General Twiggs. Brevet rank may possi- 
bly, under the regulations of the army, bear an interpre- 
tation which would, under the following circumstances, 
justify a junior m taking command. If two lieutenant! 
ht^peaed to me^, and the junior bad a brevet of captain. 



D,g,nz»-it.,Gl.)0^^li: 



eSMEBAL WOBTH. 241 

the latter might assume commuid ; but to a full captaia 
tbe brevet captain is but a snbaheni, and in bis presence 
the two would (even if brevets be admitted as confeiv 
ring sometimes the rig^t to command) resume their 
places in die line. But even if this were the case with 
captains and subalterns, it would be otherwise widi 
colonels who command bodies of troops which are units. 
Worth's demands could oolj' be sustained by admitting 
that a brevet is a commission — a thing no one has pre- 
tended to do since congress refused to pass, at the in- 
stance of General Scott, a dedara|pry act to that eSect. 
General Worth, however, rested his commission, and 
immediatelj proceeded to Washington. Almost imme- 
diately after he left the camp in front of Matamoras, 
the war became unavoidable. Porter was murdered, 
and Thornton and his party captured ; and while he 
was at the seat of government, the news of the victories 
at Palo Alto and La Resaca was received. One feeling 
of enthusiasm pervaded the whole nation. The friends 
and political enemies of the administration alilcc rejoiced 
at the triumph of our arms. In all the metropolis, 
Worth only seemed moody, not because Taylor had tri- 
umphed, but because he had not himself led his brigade. 
He immediately went to the president, sought permis- 
flion to recall bis resigna&n, and had ^ satis&ction to 
hear his oHer of service ^dly accepted. He at once 
proceeded to Matamoras. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Jkdranee tawarda Monterey — Storming of the Bishop's Palace — 
Capitalation of Montetej — Withdisw&l of Taylor's regalara. 

Gekxkal Wokth immediatelj hurried to the anny and 
ivBumed commaDd (^ hisdiTiiion. A great error had 
been committed by the gorenunent in not proridiDg fbi 
the consequences of • Tictoty. There is not a shadow 
of doubt that if Gieneral Taylor had possessed a force of 
ten thousand men and supplies after the capture of Mata- 
moras, he mig^t, unimpeded, hare marched to Monte- 
rey, if not to SaltiUoj and his first battle would hare 
been fought at San Luis de Poton. For this long inacr 
tirity thus forced on Geaend Taylor, the secretary of 
war thou^t it necessary to apolo^ze : 

" Owing to the great difficulty in providing the medns 
of transporting supplies for so laige a force «8 that cour 
centrated on the Rio Grande ; to the necessity of draw- 
ing all those supplies from the United States — theenemy's 
country being destitute of them; to the unusual freshets 
which retarded the progress of boats on the rirer, and to 
the imprac^cability of the land route for wagons at that 
time, arrangements for the movement upon Monterey 
from Matamoras, by the way of Camargo, the route 
selected by the commanding general, were not completed 
until the latter part of August,^when a column, consisting 
of about six thousand regular and volunteer troops, com- 
menced a forward movement by brigade upon Seralvo, 
and theuce upon Monterey, before which place it arrived 
on tt)e 19th of September." 
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It was not until the commencement of Angust that an 
advance was practicable. Woith, during this advahce, 
occupied the town of San Juan, and afterwards, towards 
the end of the same month, was thrown forward on 
Seralvo, with instnicdoos to await other orders at that 
place. He there received infonnation which induced 
him to inform General Taylor that his first antagonist, 
Don Pedro de Ampndia, had reinforced Monterey with 
three thousand men, making its garrison four thousand. 
General Taylor immediately came to Seralvo, and pushed 
forward to attack Monterey, with a force of six thousand 
men. 

On the 19th, the army was in front of Monterey. 
The whole day was consumed in the necessary recon- 
noissances. On the SOthj Worthwas ordered to make a 
detour towards the Sahillo road, and to storm the heights 
of the Bi^op's Palace. On the Slst he continued his 
route, and being attacked by a lai^ force of all arms, 
drove them back and encamped across the road. With 
Worth's (3d) division, was Hays' Sd Texan volnnteers. 
Captain Saunders and Lieutenant Meade, military and 
topographical engineers, were also with him. After 
reaching the front of the Bidop's Palace, it was for the 
first lime discovered that two batteries had been erected 
on another eminence, between which and the Bishop's 
Palace the Saltiilo road ran. These were carried by 
orders of General Worth, after a sharp but decisive eon- 
test, by a force under Captain Vinton, of the 3d artillery, 
in which but few men were killed. The only oflicer 
who fell was Captain Henry McEavett, of the 8th 
infantiy. The guns of the captured battery were imme- 
diately turned on Ae fortress, which was itself taken 
about noon, and four guns with it, put of which were 
immediately turned on the city itself. 
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Woitfi had tboB woosipUdied «11 dut ke bad btn 
detadied for, and tbe dmsioiis <ni the otber nde, 
nperintended by Getwral Taylor, had notbeoi Umme- 
Mssfbl. Geneial Waith had, after tbe ciqiture of tfae 
palace, entered the city, and establuiied himself g«ar 
the main [riaza. Tie Mexican fivcea were now crowded 
into a nairow aiea around and in tbe plaza, whidi, ex- 
poaed to tbe Gre <rf the mortaia &Oin Woidi*s and other 
divinons, sofiered greatly. 

On the 24tfa, Ampodia wed for tenna, oSering to 
C^Mtolate on condition that he were allowed merely to 
eracnate Ae city, taking with him all his arms and men. 
General Taylor summoned him to sarrmder. General 
Ampudia then comramiicated to General Worth hu wish 
to hare an internew with Taylor, who accordingly re> 
paired to Worth's bead-qoarters, where tbe t«ms were 
agreed on. Hie army marched out— officers retainii^ 
their arms, and the men their accoutrements. The 
Mexican general was also permitted to retain a battery 
of nx pieces and twenty rounds of ammunition, &c., 
Sk,, as previously related in foil. 

Worth distmguisbed himself in this nfiair. He 
appeared to regain his old buoyancy of spirit, which 
seemed to have left bim after he beard the news of 
Palo Alto and La Resaca. He exposed himaelf in tbe 
most daring manner, and increased the estimate placed 
on bis dull and courage by tbe army. For this action, 
tbe brevet of miyor-general was confierred on him, with 
date from tbe capture of tbe palace. 

l^ere ia little doubt that the armistice agreed on in- 
terrupted the plans of the goTerament, which seems to 
have anticipated not only the capture of Monterey, but, 
madly enou^, diat Geiieral Taylor wudd be able, with 
NX thousand men, to garrison tbe captured ci^, and 
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.paA on to Saltillo. At that time, Santa Anns wu ad- 
mitted into Mesdeo, and it was supposed Tajlor would 
be able to penetrate so &r that that wily ge&eral would 
be compelled to retreat. It was impossible, however, for 
Taylor to advance witboot reinforcements, and he was 
dierefore leitricted to sending Worth a^ &r as Saltillo. 

General Wortii mnalbed there until the end of tbt 
year, and by his miUtary diligence in collecting informs 
tion, was able to prevent Santa Anna, who had collected 
a large force, from crossing lite desert and surprising 
any of Taylor^s forces, which, from the non-arrival of 
&rther supplies, were strewn in small parties along the 
.whole country, from Malampraa to Saltillo. It is now 
certain that Santa Anna commenced his march from 
San, Luis de Potosi to sorpiise Saltillo, and that Worth's 
care prevented this, enabled Wool to arrive from Paiv 
ras, and General Taylor fr^mi Montemorelos, in time to 
choose their own bt^ttle-Geld and defeat him- 

About this time, however, Geqeral Taylor received 
a communication from General Scott, the substance of 
which has appeared in a former part of. this work. 
This letter materially influenced Wortlfs subsequent 
operations. 

There was a probability that Vera Cniz would have 
to be carried hy assault, and it coald not be considered 
pure that volnnteers would fight as well as they did at 
Mont»«y, while General Scott was con^dent the regu- 
lars of Worth would not deceive his expectations. He 
therefore sent for them, relying tm tbeir bayonets. Their 
number, however, was inconsiderabk, being, all told, 
less Uutn nx hundred. The events of the battle of 
Boeoa Vista proved that Taylor was not materially 
weakened, while lahsequent events at Vera Cruz show^ 
haw mwdt Scott was reinforced. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Xaniiog of the troopa at Vera Cnu— InveBtment of the city— . 
BombanlmeDt — SurreHder of the city and castle — Cetemo- 
monies of surrender. 

Scott had, on this occasion, a fine army, which wu 
landed with the most admirable precision. The expe- 
rience of the two arms of the country's defence' was 
united ; and the two serricei, foi^etful of the old jea- 
lousy said to array the soldier against the sailor, strove 
not which should place itself in the most distinguished 
position, but each to do its best to adrance the interest 
of the nation. Debarred'from all personal contest with 
the enemies of the countiy, the navy laid aside all jea- 
lousy of those whom Commodore Conner most aptly 
called « their more fortunate brethren of the army." 

General Worth, on this occasion, occupied a promi- 
nent commana. He was at Ae head of the first line of 
the army, composed of two segiments of artiUeiy (2d 
and 3d), and the. 4tb, 6tb, 6tb, and. 8th in&ntry, with a 
company of volunteers from Kentuckyi commanded by 
Captain Williams; another from Louisiana, by Cap- 
tain Blanchard ; and a large detachment of marines 
from the squadron, under the veteran Captain Calvin 
Edson. Between two and three o'clock, P. M., they 
were placed in boats, and aligned on the 4th infantry, 
with which was Worth and bis staff. The steamer Mas- 
sachusetts, on board of which was General Scott and 
one of the most brilliant stafTs that ever accompanied a 
general into the field, fired a gun as a signal. 1^ 
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whole fiist line, four thousand Btrong, cheered. The 
saOon gare -way with their oars, and passed the mif. 
In a few minutes the boats touched the shallow beach, 
the men sprang waist-deep in Ae water, and almost si- 
multaneously ascended the long range of sandy hills, 
where they formed in battle array. There diey cheered, 
and the whole American fleet replied. The sight was 
the most magnificent ever witnessed on the continent. 
The many foreign vessels in the offing had every yard 
crowded with spectators, annoua to observe this first 
great essay of the United States in a fbrergn war. The 
scene was one not to be forgoCben. He MexiCBn force, 
which was in aght, looked on wiA amazement, but did 
not attack. Why they fitiled to do so, has ever been a 
mystery. 

The second line was a dtvirion of vohmteers, saftily 
landed under the command of Genel^l Patttrson, of 
that service, with his juniors, - Quitman, Shields, and 
Pillow. The reserve was placed oa shore about ten, 
P. M., under tlie command of Qeneral Twiggs. It 
connsted of ibe 1st and 4th artiUery ; the rifles ; the 
1st, 2d, 3d, and 7lh i&ii(ntry, with a battery ctf heavy 
artillery, under Captain Taylor. 

Worth landed just at snnset, and, after a short ad- 
vance, to make room for llie second division and the 
reserve, lay on his arms. 

At about two, A. M., of the 10th, the enemy beat 
up the <]uarters of the American army, firing a heavy 
volley of musketry into tiie camp. Instead of beating 
the long roll, a captain of the 3d infantry, W. H. Gor- 
don, was thrown out to reconnoitre. He soon found 
himself in presence of the enemy, and was hailed in 
Engli^. Farther examinatimi satisfied him of their 
true character, and, after a brief engagement, he suo 
ceeded in beating them off. This was the first affair in 

Vol. n. — n 
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front of Vera Cruz. At sunrise the steaster Sptfire 
took position and opened ber battery, and had. the honor 
first to call out the guns of the city and castle. The 
first and second divisionB advanced towards the city, a 
heavy Mexican force of htM-se and foot retiring before 
them, and from time to time taking advantage of the 
gnMutd to make a stand* Worth, however, drove them 
before him. 

At eleven o'clock. Worth took up his position on the 
right or south side of the dt j. General Fattersoo then 
passed to the centre of the line ; and, at about eleven 
o'clodc, A. M., .(HI the 11th of March, General Twiggs, 
irith the rifles leading, completely surrounded the city. 
The whole line of operations was about eight vaka 
long, and was completed on the 13tb ; on which day 
two mortars were landed, and on the n^;ht of the 18th 
the trenches were opened. On the 17th, several other 
mortars had been l^ed and placed in position. 

On the 22d, at two, P. M., the city was summoned, 
and, having refused to surrender, fire was opened i^xhi 
it. In the meantime a naval battery had. been landed, 
and alter three days' constant caanonading, on the 26th 
the enemy made propositioiis to surrender, and on the 
next day the garrison marched out and laid down its 
arms. This was Scott's great achievement, and with him 
conspicuous was his old companion, Worth. They had 
grown gray in the service of the country together, and 
now had won the greatest victMy ever achieved in Ame- 
rica. When General Landero proposed to surrender, a 
commission composed of Major-General Worth, Gene- 
ral Pillow, of the volimteers, and the chief engineer, 
Colonel Totten, were ordered to meet others from the 
city, and late at night on the 27th the articles of capitu- 
lation were signed. It was hi^ time, for on the next 
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day General Soott yna prepared to cany the ci^ by 
stonn. Hica there Toirid' have been no terms to treat 
for:— «« vidit, but for the feeling of humanity of the 
army and general, vould hare been the ciy. 

Ob the occasion of the conference in relation to 
terms, a circum§tance occuired which unfolds the true 
aoldierly character c^ Worth. Erer more prone to attach 
importance to forms than realities, the Mexicans were 
disposed to dispute about ceremonies. One member of 
the commissioners was disposed to thwart them. Worth, 
faowever, came to their aid with the remark, " We have 
them so that they cannot escape. Let us be generous." 
Th^ deserved this treatment. From the time of the 
opening of the trenches they had been powerless, and 
had stood a fearful cannonade and bombardmeDt until it 
had ceased to be a virtue to resist. The Mexicans re- 
ceived honorable terms, at the satne time that the inte- 
rests of the nation were not neglected. 

One imposmg' ceremony was to be gone tbrou^ 
with, the direction of which was. confided to Worth. 
Ilie Aztec Eagle was to yield his place to the more 
danng bird of the north. 

The foDowing were General Scott's orders on this 



" (Gwwml Orders, No. 72.) 

' Cunp WuhiDgtOD, befoia Ven Cmz, March 28. ) 
1. By articles of capitulation signed and exchanged, - 
' the ci^ of Vera Cmz and the castie of San Juan de 
UUoa, with their idependencies, are to be garrisoned by 
the force of the United States to-morrow, at ten o'clock, 
A.M. 

S. In the meantime, no officer or man of said forces 
-win approach either of tiiose places nearer than our bat- 
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teries, Nos. 1', S, 3, 4, 5, respectively, except l^^ 
special order or peimission on Some matter of pablte 
dnty. 

3. Pending (be ceremony of sumnder, thfe whcJiS 
may will stand by its anns, each corps near its present 
ground, ready to advance and attack, if necessary. 

4. The first brigade of regulars abd a voldtiteef 
brigade, to be designated by Major-GenenI Patterson, 
together with any detachment from the United States 
squadron under Commodore Peny tiiat he may hi 
pleased to designate, vill be present ^t the Ceremonies 
of evacuating and surrendering, lliese forces will oc- 
cupy such positions at the ceremonies as may be as- 
signed by Brigadier-Geneml Worth, detachments o? 
whose brigade will garrison the surrendered woHcs. 

5. Until those garrisons, with their necessary guards, 
sentinels, and patrols, are duly Established, no other 
persons whatsoever will be allowed, except on special 
duty, to enter either of the surrendered places. 

6. The inhabitants ofVera Crui, and their proper^, 
are placed under the safeguard of every American'is 
honor, and any miscreant who shall do injury to any 
persons or property, shall be promptly brought before a 
military commission, under General Orders, No. 2d. 

By command of MajoivGeneral Scott. 

(Signed) H. L. SCOTT, 

Assistant acting a^utant-general." 
At eight o'clock Worth's brigade was under arms, 
with the light battery of Colonel Dw;^ in advance. 
The brigade of Pillow had been placeounder hb orders, 
and the whole of the rest of the army stood to its arms 
prepared to advance and attack. 

This division, appointed to occupy the city, was 
formed into two lines, about a thousand feet apart, on a 
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vast plaiD in rear of the city. WorOi «as on horseback 
vidt bis own Aaff, made more brilliant by many officers 
who on such an occasion could be spared from duly. 
General Pillow was at the head of his brigade. All 
stood bteathlass with expectation, until ten o'clock, 
when the sound of drums and trumpets was heard, and 
the Mexican army defiled from the cily between the 
American lines, stacked its arms, and marched ofiT. At 
two o'clock, the division was formed in colump, and 
marched into the main plaza. The stars and stripes 
were run up in Fort Conception by Major Wright, of 
Worth's own regiment ; by Major Martin Scott, of the 
lot, in Fort Santiago ; and over the castle by Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Belton, of the 3d artUlery. As the flags 
went up, the guns of Duncan, which had been among 
die first discha^ed in the war, saluted them, and were 
answered by eveiy vessel of the fleet, and by manning 
tiie yards of all the American i^ips of war and trans- 
ports. Then the troops in the plaza for the first time 
dieered'. The whole army took up the echo, and the 
world knew that a new authority existed in Vera Cruz. 
By that time, the Mexican army was hidden from view 
amid ibe sinuosities of the road to the capital. After 
the surrender. General Worth assumed by order the du- 
ties of governor, and occupied the city and castle, in 
which he found but ammunition and provisions for three 
days. The surrender was a necessity. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

Worth appoinled goremot of Vera Croz— Adrance of the array 
—Battle of Ceno Oordo— Worth's report Iroia Fanit»— Pir^ 
Boaera taken at Cairo Goido— Worth Niters Pnebbu 

WoBTH w^ appointed by General Scott goTemor of 
tiie captured city, and while the amy was preparing to 
advance, devoted himself to the organization of the 
new r^^wne. In the course of ten days, a strict disci- 
pline and thorough police had been established, and the 
port, long closed, thrown open to cotmnerce. By his 
amenity and just administration, General Worth made 
the whole population of the city, Mexican and European, 
look on the new order of things as a blesnng, and 
taught them by experience what a good government waS). 
so that it is scarcely probable, even after the termination 
of the nar, that the people will consent to remain under 
so execrable a system as they had for centuries been 
subject to. 

By the Slh of April, all arrangements for an advance 
had been consummated, and on that day General Twig^, 
with the Ist division of regulars, moved forward towards 
the capital. 

It is difficult to form an idea of this part of Mexico. 
A low sandy picun, grown up with cactus and other tro- 
pical plants, extends from the walls of the city to the 
foot of the mountains, three days* march from Vera 
Cruz, where the tropical heat is first tempered into that 
climate which gains for the country beyond it the name 
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of TUrra Tanplada, or the temperate. Over this coun- 
try extends the Cmtmo del Bey, or Royal Road, now 
rebaptized Camino JVadonal, as the old Royal Lion of 
Louis XVI. became, under the rule of his murderers, 
the Lion of the Nation. On This road is the famous Na- ' 
tional Bridge, a voric of stupendous art, and one of 
the strongest positions in the world — in the bands of a 
few men who were detennined to fi^t, susceptible of 
being made a Thennopyln. This position was, how- 
ever, not defended, the enemy taking possesaion of ano- 
ther ef^ually strong, at' Cerro Gordo, or Broad Mountain, 
where the country first begins to ascend. General 
Twiggs's (the 2d) division led the column ; Worth fol- 
lowed with his troops, and the division of volunteers 
was close in his traces. On the 16th of April, Genera] 
Scott reached the foot of this pass. 

The grand order published on that occasion, unfolds 
the causes of General Scott's uniform success. It shows 
the reason that be has always been a cOoqueror, to be, 
that the possibility of defeat dnds no expression in bis 
Domenclature. Yet the chances of that strife were 
enough to make any one pause, except soldiers who had 
been formed in a contest with British troops, and kept 
in burnished preparation by a ten years' war with the 
Florida Indians, an enemy individually equal to any in 
the world, ^long the rugged crest of El Cerro, Santa 
Anna, beyond all doubt a great general, had chosen 
his own position, with fifteen thousand men. The posi- 
tion was strong, but had one weak point, — it might be 
tamed. The road to Jalapa at El Plan del Bio, the 
bed of an exhausted stream, is overfiung by a series of 
precipitous' clifis, all of which had been fortified. The 
enemy had occupied this ridge, having a high rocky 
ravine on one side and an impassable mountain on the 
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oOwr. Hie road itadf was conunacded by iU Ocni» 
Gordo fi>r nevlj a mik, and coold be passed by n* 
iedj/ vf mm. The enemy, bowevn', manifest]; ob* 
pected to be attacked here, and did not antidpate the 
' display of any manoeUTre but the diarge of the bayooeL 
General Scott at once detenniaed oa anotber cotuwi 
by immense labor his troops opened a road around the 
Mexican left, which not only esc^d his £re, but placed 
the American army in a fkrorable position for attack. 
The enemy was not iofbnned of this until it was nearly 
completed, and immediately detached General La Vega 
with a lai^ force to the works on the Mexican left. On 
the 17th, to distract attention from the morements on bis 
flank, Scott ordered Twiggs to attack a strong position 
OD the left and front of the Cerro. Colonel Harney 
commanded here, and at the head of the rifles (dis- 
mounted) and some foot carried the work in the most 
gallant manner. 

On the next day, the 18th, Gmeial T\nggs was 
ordered to follow up this advantage by an attack on the 
main work of Cem>, already much annoyed by the 
American artilleiy, which had been placed on the first 
post captured. Three coluoiiiS were ordered simulte- 
aeoudy with General Twig^ to attack the enemy's line. 
One of them was to be headed by General Worth, and 
tiie other two by Pillow and Shields of the volunteers. 
General Twiggs carried his work in a style unsuipassed. 
llie column was beaded by Harney, who won praises 
from all by his deliberate daring. 

Worth led his command with the greatest exertions 
to the heists which commanded the enemy's left, and 
summoned ftie strong worit in that quarter to surrender. 
General Pinzon did so, with all his forces. General 
Shields was not so fortunate, baring been exposed to 



D,g,nz»-it.,Gl.)0^^li: 



Qeneral La Vegi, wbo ddesded hunaelf moat gallaotly. 
Tile woric -V9S, howeTer, catried, tbe geaeial being 
BVienlj Wounded in tbe body by a grape shot The 
l^gade was th^ led by Colonel Baker. General Pil- 
low only was rqiulsed and withdrew bis men ; while 
piepaiing far another demonstnlion, the whole enemy'a 
line laid down their amu. Tbe enemy^s loss was great, 
five thousand mai having been taken, with four general 
officers; one general officer of hi^ distinction was 
lolled, and the slaugbtn of all giades was immense. 

SantaAnoa commanded in peisoa, being at tbe head 
of six tbonsand men outside tbe lines, two thousand of 
^om were lancets, ai)d eight thousand in the rarious 
forts. General Scott had but ^ght thousand men, Quit- 
man not having arrived in time to share in the engage- 
ment. SaotaAnna, Ampudia, the second in command, 
' and Canalizo, fled precqntstely, and, as the Mexican 
prisoners said, behaved most disgracefully. General 
Twiggs imnedi^ely pursued the fugitives, but without 
success, so rapid had. been their flight. On the 29th of 
April, General Twiggy wrote the despatch of the opera- 
tions of bis division from Jalapa. Worth in tbe mean- 
time had captured the strong castle and town of Perote, 
without resistance, and on tb« 22d of April, wrote the 
following conmiunication : 

"HuD-QuiBTXBS FiBST DlVIBIOH, 1 

Perote, April 22d, 1847. | 
Sir: I have the honor to report, for tbe infonnation 
. of the general-is-cbief, that my division occupied the 
castle and town of Perote at twelve M., to-day, without 
resistance — the enemy havhjgwithdrawnflie night before 
last, and yesterday evening — leaving Colonel Velasquez, 
r on behalf of tbe Mexican government. 
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to tun orer the armament of the castle, consisdQg of - 
fifty-four guns and mortars, iron and bronze, of various 
calibres, in good service condition, eleren thousand and 
axty-five cannon-balls, fourteen thousand three hundred 
bombs and band grenades, and five hundred mudtets. 

In the retreat hence, the enemy carried -away do ma- 
Uriel of vm. No force has passed, embodied, except 
some three thousand caralry in deplorable plight, headed 
by the recreant Ampudia. The in&ntry — some two 
thousand — passed in small bodies, generally without 
arms. The few having any, sold them, whenever a pur- 
chaser could be found, for two or three reals. The route 
and panic is comfOete, and the wi^ opened. A ^nd 
may be made at Pnebla, but doubted. These are the 
fhiits of the victory at Cerro Gordo. 

The fortress afibrds quarters for two thousand troops 
and their officers, with ample store-houses, ho^itals, 
Sec., &c., and a supply of good water within the walls. 

The Generals Landero and Morales, confined in 
Perote for the affair at Vera Cruz, as also some Ameri- 
can prisaners, Were allowed to go at large on the retire- 
ment of the garrison. I have several of the latter 
belon^ng to the South Carolina re^ment, captured near 
Vera Cruz. Lieutenant Rog«ra, of the navy, bad been 
previously sent to the capital. 

I have the honor, &c., 

W. J. WORTH, 
Breoet major-general ctmnumMiig. 
To Captain H. L. Scott, acting SMistantt 
adjntant-geneml, head-quarters, JslspK." ) 

The number of prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo was 
immense. But few who were within the intrenchments 
escaped. Santa Anna Icept a large corps of reserve out- 
nde the batteries, all of whom fled wilb him. The want of 
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CBValiy was severely felt m the punuit of the fagitiTes. 
It CHnnot be doubted, if General Twigga bad had a ca- 
vali; force of one thousand, he would have ca^dured 
Saola Anna and his whole army. The officers who weie 
taken prisoners were the bravest and best in the Mexican 
army. General Janero is an old and experienced officer, 
who has long commanded the castle of Perote; and 
<rAea the Texan prisoners were confined in that gloomy 
fortress, treated them with great Idndaess and generosi^ 
— a clum for coofflderate treatment not likely to be dis- 
regarded by General Scott. 

On the 15th of May, Gennal Worth entered the an- 
cient city of Puebla, one of the seats of power of vice- 
regal Mexico, with l^ends connecting the BtOry of the 
christianizing of Mexico with the old Aidec l^nds and 
mythology. 

A long delay here ensued, caused partly by the fact 
that the government had not reinforced General Scott, 
and bad sent to him an incubus in the shape of a sub- 
ordinate officer of the state department, tor the nonce 
dignified with the authority of Commissioner of the 
United States to the Mexican Republic. This function- 
aiy made a brUUantJitUare, and finally it v-as neceiaary 
for General Scott to act out his own [Jinse, " conquer 
a peace." 
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CHAPTER Vin. 

Amerioan anny leeves PuebU— Appearance of the country- 
Rio Frio— Camino del Eey — El Peaon — Mexicong retreat — 
Sight of Mexico — Battle of Coutreras. 

This army, commanded bj" the general-ia-cbi^, left 
Puebla OD ibe Tib of August fortbe capital. The cou»- 
tiy thfou^ which it passed was one of the most beauti- 
ftU in the worid, where tiopical fruits were mingled with 
those of the temperate zone, and &r in the distance was 

I' the alpine foliage of the Cordillera. The ^y 
I, which looked as if it might, by a magic power, 
have been tran^wrted from Temi or the Lago di Como, 
stood in close ne^borhood to the remains of the Aztec 
dynasty. The road from Puebla to the capital is one 
ascent, and from the summit of each bill valleys and 
mountains were seen rapidly succeeding each other until 
lovt in the distance. Occanonally, frir beyond the flank- 
ers, a gay caiatiero was -seeti, who, when pursued, be- 
came lost in the forest, and b<H« to his companions intel- 
ligence that the American army was on the advance. 
Popocatepetl, a volcano before tbe native Mexican an- 
nals began, and minor craters^ were seen on the south. 

On the second day's march, the general-in-chief, with 
bis body-guard, composed of a troop of the 1st dragoons, 
and commanded by Captain Philip Kearney, of that re- 
(piment, took personal command of the advance. The 
road lay over dark resacat and running streams, where 
Volcanic rocks rose above each other, and every detour 
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in^lit have been made a fortress. The feiests f^eie 
primeval, inter^rsed ividi lakes, tvliich mcae Uwn once 
recalled to the army recoUectioBs of New England 
and of the western frontier of &e country, to which na- 
ture has been so prodigal of Aese beauties. At the end 
of the third day, the lUo Frio was passed, and the army 
ascended the lull, from which it looked into the beauti- 
ful valley of Mexico. This vaunted defilft was passed, 
and the officers of eQgineeA looked back in wonder dh 
the Titanic rocks piled one above another, recalling the 
febU of Pehon Bbd Ossa. Vast trunks of trets were 
piled here one above another, sharp and gna^d limbb 
were collected on the road side, diowing conclusively 
that the enemy had purposed mi^dag & stand here ; — 
they did not, and herejjler Aeir cotutrymeD will aSk 
why. All the elements of defence were there, except 
Stout arms and brave hearts ; and there is little doubt, if 
Valencia bad taken position with the six thouswd men at 
the head of whom he Was then retreating to Mexico, a 
battle more serious to the American am^ than that of 
Cerro Gordo must have ensued. He was, however, a 
day's march in advance. At the end of the third day, 
the army encamped at the foot of the mountain, froib 
die summit of which was seen the t^le-Iand of Mexico ; 
and on the next night encamped at Ayotla, a few miles 
from Lake Chalco — only fifteen mil^ fixiih Mexico. 

So far the army had mardhed il!i»ig el Catmno dti 
Key, rechristened tiie National Road— -a va^ wodc, con- 
structed in the palmy days of 4>e Spanish viceroys, upoii 
the basis of some old Aztec -woA. So &r the advaince 
of the army under Scott and Tw^^ had proceeded, 
atad a halt was made until General Worth should arrive 
with his regulars, and the volunteer divimons of Quitman 
and miow should reach tiienu Between Ae ixtaj and 
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dte oty was Like Tezcnco and the marfdies arotuid it. 
The v^le road thenceforward was composed, in a great 
degree, of causeways made heroic in Mexico by the ti^ 
ditions of the nodie tride and the conquest by Cortez. 
This road was commanded by EI PeOon, a lolly exhaust- 
ed volcanic peak, with a natural breastwork of rock en> 
filading tiie road. Tliis position bad been completely 
fortified by ^anta Anna. One side was inacceBsible by 
nature, &e rest had been made so by art. Batteries, in all 
mounting fifty guns of difierent calibres, had been placed 
on its sides, and a deep ditch, twenQ'-fbur feet wide and 
ten deep, filled with water, had been cut connecting the 
two flanks already surrounded by marshes. On this side 
Santa Anna bad twen^-five ttousand men, against an 
American force of nine thousand men, all told. 

On the 22d, a reconnoissance was made by the gene- 
ral-in-chief and engineers ; all of whom pronounced an 
attack impracticable, as five thousand men would be 
killed before the enemy would feel a blow. A far- 
ther reconnoissance was ordered, and another road pass- 
ing south of the Camino del Rey was discoTered. 
When, however, within five miles of the city, a second 
series of defences, consisting of five batteries, was disco- 
vered at Mexicalsingo. This latter reconnoissance was 
made by the engineers, and pronounced by General 
Scott, certainly notprone to idle fiattery, "the boldert 
reconnoissance made during the war." In die mean- 
time. General Worth, witii his division of regulars, bad 
advanced to a position called Chalco, immediately on 

Ha lake of the same name. 

General Worth had thrown out many examining par^ 
ties, and had ascertuned the existence of a road around 

' the Idt of Lake Chalco, to the west gate of Mexico, 
which had not been fortified. He hastened to communi- 
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cate Ike fact to $cott, aad the two concurred in tbinlciog 
. the matter should at 'osux be taken advantage of. 

On the morning of the 14th, the whole army ad- 
Tanced, the brigade of Brevet Brigadier-General Smith 
acting as a reai-guard. It was composed of the Tifles, 
1st artillery, and the 3d infantiy, with Taylor's batteiy. 
. As the rear-guard, marching slowly along, came up with 
^ the train, news came to General Twi^s that a force of 
about fire thousand men were trying to cross the road 
between them and the train, in order to cut it off*. The 
army was then passing through a small village which, 
by a curious coincidence, was called Buena Vista. On 
its left were vast fields of half-ripened barley, through 
which the enemy's column advanced in beautiful order. 
The American line of battle was at once deployed, oc- 
cupying a position between the enemy and the moun- 
tains. The strong point of General Scott's tactics is the 
fact that he never conceives defeat possible, and acts 
always as if gifted with prescience. No Mexican gene- 
ral, however, ever drew up a line of battle without provi- 
sion for retreat. This is the reminiscence of an old woHd 
strategy, for which the aew art of war makes no provi- 
sion. In the old tactics of Steuben, is a chapter of 
the drill to teach soldiers how to ground arms grace- 
, fully ; an exercise never performed but when an army 
surrenders. This was performed by three words of 
command and thirteen motions. General Scott never 
conceived that an American army would ground its 
arms, and therefore omitted it in bis manual. Mexico 
still, however, follows the traditional art of war, so that 
. Santa Anna has twice complained, though he defeated 
Taylor at Buena Vista and Scott at Plan del Rio, both 
were so ignorant that they did not kaow he had gamed a 
victory. 
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The Mexican army, thua outflanked, itnmediately i^ 
treated, leaving fteir dead ob die field. On that ni^ 
the whole army halted at CSialco. On the next day Ae 
march was arduous in the extreme, the road, a tnen 
coiintiy paA, was as bad as posnble, and it was as much 
as the united strength of men and horses could do to 
draw the wagons to that place. After a nmOar mardi 
on the next day, the army reached a most beautiihl olive 
grove, of rast size, in which the whole army encamped. 
At all the Tillages were seen traces of the old Mexican 
religion. 

On the 17th, the spires of the beautiful city of Mex- 
ico were seen, and on the 18th General Scott arrived 
with the mass of the army. He immediately made a 
fresh reconnoissance. Mexico lay about three leagues 
to the north, San Antonio about one league, and Coo- 
treras, of vriatii Valencia had talcen poasesaon, about 
three miles to the west. 

At about ten o'clock General Worth was ordered to 
advance along the main road, preceded by a strong 
reconnoitering party. When within a thousand yards 
of San Antonio, the advance was fired on, and Captain 
Seth B. Thornton, 2d dragoons, already distbguished, 
killed by the first shot. The officers of engineers were 
immediately sent forward, to ascertain if a road could be 
opened to San Angel, around San Antonio. Worth in 
the interim fixed himself at Cureca, whence he could 
distinguish the enemy bu^ at San Antonio. 

On the morning of the 19tb, the rest of the anuy 
advanced. The following extract of a letter by a dis- 
tinguished officer of engineers best describes suleequent 
events. " Wh«i we arrived here (San Angelo) we h«ud 
the sound of General Worth's guns, who was said to 
have^ attacked San Augustine, a village three miles 
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mnrvr the es^Kti], where Sxirta Adds was said to be with 
twenty thousand meo. When we arrived at Ssd Juan, 
the men were told to sling their blankets across thrir 
^ouhlers, {Hit their knapsacks into their wagons, and to 
pat two days' bread and beef in thdr haversacks. When 
this order came, all knew that the time had come. The 
officers arrmged their efi^ts, put on their old coats, and 
Elled their haversacks aiid flasks. 9oon we were all 
ready ibr anything bat a thrashing. We here heard 
the position of the enemy, which was nearly as follows : — 
Ssnta Anna with twenty thousand men was at San 
Augqstine ; Vtdencia with ten thousand was at a hill 
called Contreras, whicb commanded aiAither road par- 
allel to the San Augustine road, but which led into it 
between the city and Santa Anna. Now, by cutting 
a road across, if 'we could whip Valencia, we could 
fdlow the road up and thus get in between Santa Anna 
and Mexico, ^nd whip him too. General Worth, sup- 
ported by General Quitman, was to keep Santa Anna 
ircheek, while Twiggs, backed by Pillow, was to try 
and astonish Valencia, which you will see he did very 
effectually. Hllow, with some of the ten regiments, 
was to cut the road. We left "San Juan about one 
o'clock, not particularly desirir^ a fight so late in the 
day, but still not shunning it, in case we could hare a 
respectable chance. About two P. M., as we had 
crawled to'the top of a hilt, whither we had ourselves 
been pulling Magruder's battery and the mountain 
howitzers, we suddenly espied Valencia fortified on a hill 
about two hundred yards off, and strongly reinforCed . 
by a column wWch had just come out of the city. We 
lay down close, to avoid drawing their fire, while the 
battery mov^ past at a foil galbp. Just then General 
Vol. n. 18 - 
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Smith's mraly win rung oat 'Ftnaaed R ^ tt ( g 
support the battery.' 

They fid advance until 'wi^tin eight liimdred jitds«f 
the work, vhen the enemy (q>ened his fire from nxteea 
snd eight-inch howitzers. The ground wm Tery b«d 
for our artillery, bring ctrrered with rooks loi^ and 
small, prickly pear and cactus^ intersected by ditdws 
filled witk waters and lined -with magney plant, itatU 
imperviable to cavalry, and with patches of com wbidt 
concealed the nmny'ri sldnnisheiB, while it impeded oor 
own passage. Tbe artillery advanced but slowly under 
a most tremendous fire, which greatly injured it faefoee 
it could be got in rai^, and the tfiickiien of the under- 
growth caused the skirmishers thrown forward to lose 
their relative portion, as well as the column. About 
four P. M-, the battery got in poatioa under a most 
murderous fire of grape, canister, and round shot. Here 
the siipn-iority of the enemy's pieces rendered tbe 
American fire useless. We could get but three pieces m 
battery, while they had tioeniy-seom, all of tbem three 
times the calibre of ours. For two hours our tro<^ 
stood the storm of iron and lead unmoved. At every 
discharge they lay flat down to avoid the stoitn, and 
then sprung up to serve the gmis. At the end of that 
time, two of the enemy's guns were dismounted, and our 
own much hurt ; thirteen of the horses were lolled aad 
disabled, and fifteen of the cannoneers lulled and wound- 
ed. The regiment was then recalled. 

The lancers of the enemy had made many diarges, 
and been beaten back by the 3d infantry. Tbe 3d 
acting as skirmishers, even repelled the HexicanB. 

The aimy continued to advance, and here Riley so 
brilliantly replied the Mexican cavalry in their repested 
chkrgee. The old veteran, stra^ht and elastic as whm 
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HI enogB of rifles he iMstinguished tumself on Uw 
Borthern lakes, stood in the cmtre of hia aquare, with 
his sharp eye and peculiar inUmatim awing into quiet 
every other TMce, and added a new laurel to his cbaplet. 
At ooe time Riley's regiment was in rear of the enemy. 
The ooaunander-in-chief had, however, become apprc- 
iwnuve about his safety, and 0«neral Cadwalader of the 
Tohmtecr service was ordered to support him. Before, 
however, General Cadwalader arrived, the cavalry bad 
beea defeated. In iront of theAmericao anny was 
Valencia, stroi^ly intrenched ; and so completely had 
Oeneral Scott outgeneraUed the Mexican, that he was 
vnaware of the approach of the main American anny. 
Mendoza, with a ocJunn of sue thousand, was m the 
road, but thinldng the Americans to be friraids. On our 
right was a laige range of hills, whose continued crest 
was parallel to the road, and in which were formed in 
line of battle five thousand of the best Mexican cavalry. 

The order of battle of Valencia has already been re- 
ferred to, and it was routed by the determined bravwy 
«! the American troops. The dragoons in this acticm 
could do little, the ground being as broken as posuble. 

The enemy were immediately b^ond a Mexican 
Tillage, as strong as most of them are; through this was 
a [Kithway near the main road, and parallel to it ; in it 
fte brigades of Smith and Riley la vonacked. During 
the night Sfaields's division come up and encamped, aa 
also did General Cadwalader, who occvqiied a position 
next to the enemy. The army passed the night in the 
cold and rain without food, and rejoiced at the word 
/all in, given at three in the momii:^. 

The following vras the topography of the battle-field : 
The enemy's works were on a hill side, behind which 
' rose other and slightly hitter biUs, st)>arate4 by^e^ 
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nrineB and gnllicB, and intersected by streams. The 
whole fece of the country was of stiff clay, which ren- 
dered it almost imposnble to advance. The American 
line was about a qilaiter of a imle from the, eaemy's 
works, Riley's brigade on the right. At about four, the 
may marched through a thick orchard, which eflfctually 
concealed it, even had it not been dark, debouching into 
a deep ravine, which ran within about five hundred 
yards of the work, directly in rear aud out of ei^A of 
tiieir batteries. At dawn of day, all was ready for at- 
tack. On the n^t, and opposite the right of their 
work, was Riley's brigade of the 2d aud lat infantiy 
and 4th artillery, next the rifles, then the 1st artilleiy 
and 3d in^try. Iq the rear of the American left was 
Cadwalader's brigade, as a support, with Shields's bri- 
gade in rear, as a reserve ; the whole division under 
command of General Smith, in the ^Mencc of Geoeral 
Twiggs. They had a gradual descent to the enemy's 
■work, with the brow of the hi|l as a natural glads. At 
dawn of day the attack was made, Riley leading. The 
Mexicans immediately fired, but too high, and adei one 
rush the defences were carried. It was efiected just in 
time, for scSrcdy had the parapet been carried, when 
the Mexican lancers appeared. Th*y saw at once that 
all was lost, and retired precipitately. All now became 
one scene of confiisioD, as the American army, puling 
on its pursuit, found it was impossible to direct the bat- 
teries on the retreating mass, for feai of destroying our 
own men. Colonel Riley, with the 2d, pursued towards 
the city. So total was the rout, that it is said, on one 
occasion, five hundred Mexicans aunrendered to thir^ 
men without any officer. 

The enemy's position was stronger even than bad 
been anticipated, and their artillery also stronger and 
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better. The American loss was small — accounted tea 
by their perfect surprise at our charge. Odi loss waa— 
otie officer killed (Captain Hanson, of the 7th infantry], 
and Lieutenant Van Buren, of the rifles, shot through the 
leg ; and about fifty men kilted and wounded. The Mexw 
can force consisted ofeight thousand men under Valencia, 
with a reserve^ which had not yet arrived, under Santa 
Anna. Their loss, as since ascertained, was as follows : 
— Killed and buried since the fight, seven hundred and 
fifty ; wounded, one thousand ; andfiHeen hundred pri- 
soners, exclusive of officers, including four generis — 
Salas, Mendoza, Garcia, and Guadalupe — in addition 
to dozens of colonels, majors, captains, &c. General 
Smith, who commancfed, captured in all on the hill, 
twenty-two pieces o( cannon, including five eight inch 
howitzers, two long eighteens, three long sixteens, and 
several of twelve and eight inches, and also the two 
identical six-poundera captnred by the Mexicans at 
Bueha Vista, taken from Captain Washington's battery 
of the 4th artillery. The first officer who saw them 
happened to be the officer of the 4th selected by Gene- 
ral Scott to command the new battery of that regiment. 
Captain Drum. In addition were taken immense quan- 
tities of ammunition and muskets ; in fact, the way was 
strewed with muskets, escopets, lances, and flags, for 
miles. Large quantities of horses and mules were also 
captured, though large numbers were killed. 

Thus ended the battle of Contreras, which established 
the reputation of General Smith. One division of the 
American army, two thousand strong, had routed eight 
thousand Mexicans, in sight of another force of twenty 
thousand men and the national capital. The road to 
Mexico was not, however, yet opened. 
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PBrtber advane* towvda the dty— Santa Ci|}aliiiar— Battle ei 
dinnibaaca — Anoistice. 

At eight on the next morning, the army was fonned 
again, and advanced tovards Mexico. Before it had 
proceeded a mile, it waa fired on from both flanks, and 
it became necessary immediately tp deploy. It was dis- 
covered that the advance had come in contact with the 
enemy's rear, which was driven through San Angelo. 
A half mile larther on, the advance was again fired on 
from the church of Santa Catalina, in the hamlet of the 
same name. The party was at once dispersed ; our 
men rushing on their rear and cutting them down, until 
a discharge of grape-shot from a large piece in fivnt 
drove them back to the column. In this short space of 
time, five men were killed, ten prisoneis taken, and a 
small standard captured, which was carried the rest of 
the day. 

While this was going on, General Worth made a de- 
monstration on San Antonio, a strong woik immediately 
in rear of Contreras. On his approach, the enemy retired 
to Churubusco, considered impregnable — so, alas! bad 
been San Juan de Ulloa, Cerro Gordo, and Monterey. 
The works consisted of a fortified hacienda or ferm- 
house, surrounded by a high and thick wall on all sides. 
Inside the wall was a stone building, the roof of which 
was dat and higher than the walls. Above all this was 
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a stone diurch, still higher than the rest, and having a 
large steeple. The wall was pierced with loop-holea, 
and so arranged that there were two tiers of men firing 
at the same time. They thus had ibur different ranges 
of men firing at once, and fonr ranks were formed on 
each range, and placed at such a height that they could 
not only overlook all the surrounding country, but at the 
same time they had a plunging fire upon the attacking 
force. Outside the haeienda, and completely commands 
iag the avenues of approach, was a iield-work extending 
wound two sides of the work, and protected by a deep, 
vet ditch, and armed with seven large pieces. Thia 
bacienda is at the commencement of the causeway lead- 
ing to the western gate'of the city, and had to be passed 
before getting on the road. About three hundred yards 
in the rear of this work aoother field-work had been 
built, where a cross road meets the causeway, at a point 
vbere it crosses a river, thus forming a bridge-bead, or 
tek de potU. This was also very ^rong, and armed with 
^ee Very large pieces of cannon. The worics were sur- 
lounded on every side by large corn-fields, which were ' 
filled with the enemy's skirmishers, so that it was diffi- 
cult to make a leconnoissance. An attack was there- 
fore at one* ordered, to clear th^ way to the causeway. 
At one P. M., General Twi^ attacked the side opposite 
the fort, while Worth advanced on the fete depoTtt, and 
after a fig^t of an hour and a half, carried it. Pillow 
and Quitman attacked tbe left, between the causeway 
and Twiggs's command. The dismounted rifles were 
on the left and rear of the work, with orders to aUack. 
General Pierce gave way. The enemy fought well, and 
their fire was terrific. From their elevated position^ 
th^ could see everything which was done, and dius 
had a great advantage. 
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Tbree of the guns were manned by the companies 
of St. Patrick:, of the Mexican foreign legion, the sol- 
diers of which were exclunvely deserters from the Ame- 
rican anny during the war. I'bey fought well, and weie 
said to be better than any other troops of the garrison. 
Thrice during the action they pulled down the white 
flag of surrender, and shot down many of the American 
officers who were personally known to them. They 
were finally surrounded, made prisoners, and confined, 
to await a trial on the high charges of deserting thw 
colors and treason against the United States. After a 
contest of three hours, the enemy gave way. Captain 
Phil. Kearney immediately dashed over the tete de por^, 
and pursued them almost to the' city. When within a 
few hundred yards of the gate, a fire was opened on him, 
and this gallant young officer lost an arm. He is a ne- 
phew of the distinguished general of the same name, a 
soldier from choice, and one of the wealthiest men in the 
army. Many officers of distinction were killed and 
wounded in this second afiair; among whom were Colo- 
nel Butler, of South Carolina, and seven officers of the 
regular army. The volunteers also sufiered greatly. The 
official returns give our loss in killed and wounded at 
eleven hundred and fifty, besides officers. The Mexican 
loss was, five hundred kiUed in the second battle, one 
thousand wounded, and eleven hundred prisoners, ex- 
clusive of officers. Three more generals were taken; 
among them General Rincon, and Anaya, the provi- 
sional president; also, ten pieces of cannon, and an im- 
mense amount of ammunition and stores. Santa Anna, 
in his report, states his loss to be, in killed, wounded, 
and missing, twelve thousand. He has only eighteen 
thousand Mt, out of thir^ thousand which he com- 
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nanded when the American army adTauced od the capi- 
tal. Thus ended the SOth of August, 1847. 
. Od the Dext day General Scott advanced on the city, 
expecting to reach Tacubaya before night Santa Anna 
retreated before him and took refuge, it is said, under 
the walls of the collegiate church of Guadalupe. When 
at Coyhoacan, a flag of truce met him, sent forward at 
the instance of the British embassy, undoubtedly in the 
confidence of the Mexican authorities. He then made 
them a reply, and advanced to Tacubaya, where he oc- 
cupied the palace of the good old archbishop of Mex- 
ico. The land lay before him. It was as it were in his 
band ; and, had he but spoLen the word, the famous 
edifices of Mexico, its palaces and churches, its cou- 
TenCs and colleges, had been before the fire of the Amt> 
licaji mortars as utterly things of yesterday, as the old 
palaces and halls of Montezuma. At this crisis the 
ardor of the successful soldier gave way to the Christian 
feeling of the Pacificator. This is glory; and though 
under the auspices of the president's " confidential 
clerk," Mr. Trist, the negotiation failed, the honor of 
having attempted it, is emphatically General Scott's. 
The bistoiy of the correspondence of the Mexican and 
American negotiators will be given in the next chapter. 
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Seolt'B offer to negotiate — Diplomatic correBpondence — Fai 
of the negotiations, and recommencemeDt of kwtilitiea. 



OiT the Sl8t, GeDeral Scott offered to treat with the 
Mexican antborities, the eonBequence of which was, 
that the Mexican government ia cabinet adopted the fol- 
lowing conditions, as bases on which their commis- 
Nonera were to treat with the " attorsey " of the presi* 
dent, Mr. Trist. For only in this capacity could Mr. 
Trist act, hia existence being utterly unrecognised by 
any legislative act of the United States. 

" Provided, That the place of conferencs oug^t to be 
intermediate between the two armies. 

Provided, equally. That before entering upon negoti- 
ations, the American commissioner should acknowledge 
the tight of deliberation on the part of Mexico, that is: 
whether the intention of the United States has been to 
a^;nndize its territory — why do they not remain con- 
tented with that which they already occupy? If that 
^icfa he has come to seek in the capital is our consent 
and sanction to their demands, they ought to desist from 
That cannot be conceded — in any other event, they can 
proceed as they have begun, and the war will continue. 

1. The independence of Texas ^all be acknowledged 
apon consideration of an indemnification. 

2. It is understood by Texas, the territory known by 
this name after the treaties of 1819, and when it formed 
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part of the states of Coahuila and Texaa ; and b; no 
means the territoiy comprehended between the Nueces 
and Bravo riven, iriiich the congress of the pretended 
Texans declared belonged to it. 

3. The evacuation of all the Mexican republic of 
which they are in occupation, and the raising the block- 
ade, leaving five our ports, shall be a condition of treat- 
ing upon any other portion of territory. 

4. Upper California can be a subject of negotiation. 

b. In no event shall the parallel of twenty-six de- 
grees be made the boundary, which would cause the 
republic to lose all Xew Mexico, almost all of Darango, 
■]1 of Sonora, part of Sinaloa, and almost all of Upper 
Cdtfornia ; the concession of a part, should it be San 
Francisco, diall be yielded as a factory, never as a 
boundary. 

6. A settled indemnification for the port of San Fran- 
cisco, and a way of communication to Oregon. 

7. The same ' for the injuries, prejudices, and extra- 
ordinary expenses of this war, made in the territory of 
the republic, as it is that for which they come to nego- 
flate, and which has brought them to the capital. 

8. Hie same for that which the families of Matamo? 
^3, Monterey, Vera Cruz, and other cities, towns, and 
villages of the republic, have suKred in consequence of 
the war. 

9. The same for the depredations committed by their 
troops. 

10. The same for those committed by their bands of 
fbn^ers, whose licentious conduct has violated the laws 
of nations. 

1 1 . There shall be presented for pajrment as well the 
cost of liquidation as that of the reclamations which have 
been made. 
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12. The United St^es siaSi recognise the tegitimicy 
of the titles of ovnera <^ lands in Texas, under grants 
given anterior to its declaration of independence, as 
veli bj the general government, as by that of the state, 
and ^aU leave to them their free use and profit. 

13. The United States shall engage Bot to permit 
Bbver; in any part of the teiritoiy acquired from Mexico. 

14. The negotiations shall be upon the basis of reci- 
procity, and due regard shall be paid to the rcEpectire 
conditions of the people of the two nations. 

16. Less than a year for carrying into effect the defi- 
nitive treaty, cannot be agreed to. 

16. The giiBiantee of its observance must, by agree- 
ment, be sought in a European power, or in a continen- 
tal congress. s 

17. The basis of this will be the republican system 
upon the whole continent, excepting Brazil and French 
Guiana. 

18. The treaty which may be formed, shall Dot pre- 
judice in any manner the principle of < Ihe most favored 
nations,' which the republic has conceded to the most 
of the nations wi& which it has treated. 

19. The restoration of the foreign prisoners- shall be 
demanded, and none of the American army shall enter 
the city. 

20. The return of the ships and trophies, 

21. Mnd as a general basis, to treat of peace as if tat 
iad triumphed, and as if the war could be prosecuiid 
with advantage. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA, 
J. R. PACHECO, 
V. ROMERO, 
ALCORTA, 
RONDERO. 
Mexico, August 24, 1847." 
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It needed no ghost to say tliat (m such bases peace 
could not be concluded. It is a matter of much cmtr 
gratulation to all who love the anny, that amid the 
c(»iference which ensued the name of do officer occurs ; 
and that the goremment did not insult the laurels won 
on a recent battle-field, by compelliog a soldier to sue 
for peace with a conquered enemy. The idea itself was 
absurd ; a fictorious army in front of the capital with 
sword and sabre reeking with the enemy's blood, was 
halted to enable the conqueror to ask for forgiTenesa. 

The following were Mr- Trist'a letter to the Mexican 
tnimster of foreign afTairs, and the Mexican's answer } 
cotainly written with the most distinguished consider- 
attOD, but with little r^ard to the dignity of the United 
States. The question may here be asked, with what 
propriety did Mr. Trist, a commissioner only, arrogate 
to himself the forms of the code which regulate the letters 
of a plenipotentiary. It is certain that his illustrious 
connexion, Mr. Jf^rson, the greatest plenipotentiary 
of the age or century ; Mr. Crawford, so successful in 
his intercourse at a time whea all the world except the 
United States was at war; John Quincy Adams, or Mr. 
Cass, would not have committed so great i faux pas, 

"Tacubaya, Ailgust 25, 1847. 
The undersigned, commissioner appointed by the 
United States of America, near the United Mexican 
Stitfes, invested with full power to treat and confer 
with whatever persons who may be easily authorized 
by the Mexican government, and to negotbte and con- 
clude with them a lasting treaty of peace, friendship, 
and bouudaries between the two republics, takes the 
hberty of catling the attention of his excellency, the 
minister of relations of Mexico, to the military conven- 
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wbidi establidiea in anniictice, and has ibt honor to 
infbnn him that he is readj to treat with the commis- 
noner or commissioners on tbe part of Mexico, begging 
that an early day may be deagnated for the meetiDg, at 
• point convenient to both parties. 

Tbe uoderaigned oSeia to his excellency, the nunis- 
tet of relations, the aBsurances of his most distinguished 
conaideration. 

(Signed) N. P. TRIST." 

"Paucs, fee., Angwt 26, 1047. 
To Stnor JTuJMot J>. Trot, ^., Ife., Ipe. 

The undersigned, minister of interior and exteiior 
relations, has bad the honor to recrive and lay before 
his excellency, ±e president of the republic, ^e note 
dated yesterday, in vhidi, in consequence of the armis- 
tice concluded widi Ae general-in-chief of the troops 
of die United States, SeSor Nicholas P. Trial, commis- 
Bioner of that nation, intimates that he is ready to treat 
with the copDmissioner or commissioners of this repnb* 
lie, coDceming the propositions of peace which he is 
authorized to make, asking, at the same Ume, that an 
early day may be appointed for die meeting, at a place 
which may be conmdered coovenient by both parties. 

The undersigned has been ordered by the president 
to state, in reply to SellorTrist, that be is now occupied 
in appointing commissioners to hear the propositions 
which Seitor Trist has to make, and who will assemUe 
at four o'clock to-morrow evening at the village of Ate- 
copozalco, it being an intermediate point between the 
two armies, always providing &at this appointment may 
not be inconvenient to Sefior Trist — to whom the oh- 
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denigned ofioitke aHDnDces of hk moot dutb^nulied 

oonadnatiaiL 

(Signed) J. B. PACHECO." 

" TicoBiTA, Augiiit 36, 1847. 

The nndemgned, commismoner of the United States 
of America, has the honor to Bcknowtedge the recapt 
of the note of the most excellent SeSor Pacheco, in 
which be infonns him that the commiaaonen npon the 
part of Mexico, irill meet him for the purpose of nego- 
tiation, to-morrow at four o'clock in the evening, at the 
village of Atzcopozalco, that being an intermediate point 
betveen the respective forces of tbe two nations, if the 
underaigaed should not consider it inconvenient 

The undersigned has the honor to stale, in reply, that 
he accepts with pleasure this invitation, in the confident 
hope that this first interview will be promptly followed 
by die satis&ctofy arnmgement of all the diflerences be- 
tween the sister tepublics. 

He has the honor to renew to SeEIor Pacheco, the 
assurances of his distinguished consideratioti. 

(Signed) N. P. TRIST. 

To S. E. D. J. B. PicBSco, auniflei of | 
telUkms of the.Mextcan republic." ) 

It is worthy of remark, that never, since the inde- 
pendence of Mexico, have plenipotentiaries of that 
country and the United States met, that tbe former have 
not won tbe advairti^. llie triumj^ of Onis in rela- 
tion to the Sabine, and the mistakes of our own minie- 
ters, EUis and Shannon, sre strong examples of this. 

The Mexicans were aware that they bad r^jained by 
diplomacy all their generals had lost in the field, and 
vAile the capital of an empire lay at die mercy of 
General Scott, tbe president and general of its defeated 
nation and army made the following statement : 
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"AnguBtaS, 1847. ' 
Hie annistice ■vrtiuii the general of the army a^ed, 
having been agreed to, and it beiag necessaiy to appoint 
upon the part of the Mexicaa goremmeDt, commis- 
sioners, who should hear — 'nothing more— -the proposi- 
tions of peace whioh the commissioaer of the United ' 
States might wish to make in the name of his govern- 
ment, Don Jose Joaquin de Herrera, deputy-general, 1>. 
Antonio Monjardin, magistrate of the supreme court, 
and D. Antonio Garay, were appointed, sending them at 
the same time the notifieation of their appointment, in 
^ich they were notified to meet to-morrow at eleven 
o'clock, at the ministry of relations, to proceed with the 
minister to the residence of tlie president, in order to 
receive their instructions, agreed to in ministerial council. 
The minister of relations will form a memorandum, 
which the commissioners will take with them, and which 
the president will place in their hands. By this they 
shall be restricted to their true mission, which, for the 
present, is no other than to hear the propositions of 
peace which the government of the United States pre- 
tend to make the .Mexican government, immediately 
making known to it (the Mexican government) the con- 
tents of the propcfiitions, that they may be duly exam- 
ined, and that the president and his minislers may act 
upon them. The government will resene to itself to 
give to the commissioners sufficient instructions to enter 
upon the preliminaries of the negotiation, consulting the 
minister of relations as far as may be necessary to the 
dischai^e of their commission, and certainly not agree- 
ing to anything without the pKvious approbation of the 
governpient," 

The minister of war wrote the following note to 
General Herrera : 
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"AxigDBt20, 1847. 

Host JBzcelleDt SeBor : The annistice asked by the 
geseral-in-chief of the American troops, being entered 
into, commissioners are now being named to bear the 
propositions of peace which that nation wishes to make 
through its commissioner, and the most excellent presi* 
dent baring fiilt knowledge and confidence in the patri- 
otism and other good t]ualites which adorn yon, has 
oained you, in conjunction with D. Antonio Fernandez 
Monjardin and D. Antonio Garay, who were known to 
possess the highest qualificatioiis. 

As in the critical circumstances in which the countiy 
is at|vesent placed, none of her sons should be deaf to 
her calls, the president does not doubt that you and the 
abore designated gentlemen will lend yoursdves willing- , 
ly to the discbai^e of this interesting service, and there 
are hopes that at eleren o'clock to-morrow morning you. 
will assemble at the ministry, from which you will pro- 
ceed to the recddence of the &r8t magistrate of the re- 
public, who will communicate to you the instructions 
which have been agreed upon in ministerial council. 

With this view, I reiterate to yon the assurance of 
my conaderation. God and Liberty 1 

PACHECO." 

And Herrera, a direwd man and a soldier, replied 
as follows : 

"Mbuco, August 25, 1847. 

Jdost EzceHent Sir : By your favor of to-day, I have 
been informed that the most excellent president has 
been pleased to appoint a)e in connexion with D. Anto- 
nio Fernandez Monjardln and D. Antonio Garay, to 
.hear the propositions of peace which the commissioner 
of the United States may wish to make. As a Mexi- 
VoL. n. 19 
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can, desuing the good of my country, I riall etate to 
yoo, that findiog myself at the head of the gorernaiciit 
in the year 1845, when the goTemin«Bt of the United 
States sent a commiasioner to arrange the differeocM 
iriiich, throngfa the Texas questton, disturbed the hai^ 
mony which dioutd have existed betwent the two re* 
pobtics, for the single act <rf' being willing to listen to bit 
propositions, my.administntion was calumniated in (he 
most atrocious manner — this act alone causing the rero- 
lution which deprired me of the command — and to t^e 
pait in the same question at this day would cause a re- 
newal of the calumnies which then assailed me. 

Other reasons could be given to excuse me, but it 
appears to me that this exposition will be sufficient to 
cause the most excellent president to admit my declen> 
fiion of the honorable commission which he has been 
pleased to impose upon me. 

I have the honor to assure you of my appreciation 
and connderation. God and Liberty ! 

JOSE J. de HERRERA. 



The following letter again presses Hen^ra to accept 
the commismon : 

"Hixioo, August SI, K47. 

Most Excellent Sir : I have laid before the most ex- 
ceilent president your favor dated yesterday, in whtdt 
you excuse yourself from accepting the office of com- 
missioner to hear the propositions which the govemmeat 
of the United States wished to make Hirougfa its com- 
missioner, and he has commanded me to say in answer, 
which I have the honor to do, that the same reason 
which you urge for your reAisal were those which be 
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buDSetf entertuncd for B|ipoiDtiBg yoo. It a proved bjr 
Am, tint two diitiiut tdnuiiiitrstioDa, in difieraat dr- 
txoDBtaaeea, have come to concnr ia an enential point, 
ivfaioh IB, the proprietf af hearing propontioDS ^ich 
ate oflfered wi& a riew to temmate the evils of war. 
His ezceOencj continues to innst in his desire that you 
vnQ take upon younelf the conduct of this most grave 
and delicate negotiation, for which he invokes your well 
known patriotism, and the good disposibon you have 
dways manifested to serve the republic. 

Yoa will see fay the sabjoined communication, which 
to-day I direct to Don Nicholas P. Trist, that the meet- 
ing ought to take place at four o'clock to-morrow eve- 
amg, at die village of Atzcopozalco, and the president 
will deliver to you the instructions by which it should 
be regulated. 

I reiterate to you the assurances of my especial con- 
nderation. God and Liber^ ! 

PACHECO. 
To the moat ezoellent geneml of dmBkm, 1 
D. Jobs Jouuin j>x Heuuxa." | . 

General Herrera, after this, contrary to his own incli- 
nation, accepted die appointment The following offi- 
cial order was subsequently published : 

« August 27, 1847. — Tbe following persons are to- 
day qipointed commissioners, D. Jose Bernardo Conto, 
and D. Miguel Atristain ; so that the commission will be 
composed of the following pe^ns : The most excellent 
f^eral of the division, D. Jose Joaquin de Herrera;, 
I). Joae Bernardo Couto ; general of the br^de, Don 
]%n»cio Mora y Villamil ; D. Miguel Atristain ; secr^- 
^ly and iateipreter, D. Jose Miguel Airoyo." 

TTie next important document is froln the president 
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of the United States ; aad it is remarkHble thM even on 
the face of this. documeBt, he assumes the respoonbilitf , 
during it with no cabinet or congress, only with his 
I^ades. 

" Juui K. PoLi, Presidttd of Um Uniitd Stalts o/ Amtnea, to 
oU tkiat to wium theat praenls mm/ come, Greeting : 
Know ye, That, desirous of re-establishing peace, 
harmony, and good relations between the United States 
of America and the United Mexican States ; to retnoTe 
all grounds of disgust, having especial confidence in the 
integrity, prudence, and talents of SeSor Don Nicholas 
P. Trist, we have named him commissioner of the Uni- 
ted Stales to the Mexican republic, and invested him, in 
the fullest and most complete manner, with ample power 
and authority, in the name of the United Stales, to meet 
and confer with any person or persons who shall have 
similiar authori^ from the republic of Mexico, and be- 
tween them to negotiate and conclude an arrangement 
of the difierences which exist between the two countries 
—a treaty of peace, amity, and lasting boundaries be- 
tween the United States of America and the Mexican 
nation — for the definitive settlement of all reclamations 
of the citizens and government of the United States 
against the government of that nation, and of all recla- 
mations of that government and its citizens against the 
United States, and in like manner to determine the 
limits and boundaries between the United States of 
America and the United States of Mexico, and all other 
matters and things suitable for negotiation, and bearing 
upon the interests of both nations, transmitting and de- 
livering said convention, when it shall be concluded, for 
ratification, to the president of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 
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lo testuuony whereof, this document is sealed with 
ttie aeal of the United States. 

Done and executed under my hand, in the city of 
Washington, on this the 16th day of April, in the year 
of our Lord 1847, and in the seventy-first year of the 
Independence of the United States. 

JAMES K. POLK, 
Presideni of the United SlaUs. 

JutMB BnOBAKAlf, k ' 

iiectetat; of State." ) 

" Projtct of a treaty presented by the American tommizsioner cm 
the 27th, at Atzcopozaleo. 

Article I. There shall be a firm and universal peace 
between theUnitedStates of America and the United Mex- 
ican States, and between their respective countries, ter- 
ritories, cities, towns, and villages, without exception of 
places or persons. All hostilities by sea and land shall 
definitively cease, as soon as the ratifications of this 
trea^ shall be made and exchanged by both parties. 

Article II. All the prisoners of war made by both 
parties, as well by sea as land, shall be returned as soon 
as practicable after the exchange of the ratifications of 
ttiis treaty. And, further, if there be at present any 
Mexican citizens, held captives by the Comanches or 
any other savage tribe of Indians, within the limits of the 
United States, as the same are defined by this treaty, 
the government of the United States will require the re- 
storation of such captives, and their liberty to return to 
their homes in Mexico. 

Article HI, So soon as this treaty shall have been duly 
ratified by the United Mexican States, it shall be made 
known with the least delay to the commanders of the 
forces by sea and land, of both parties ; and in conse- 
quence there shall be a suspension of hostilities as well 
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by sea as by land, wveDon the part oftfie milituyattd 
naval forces of the United States, as on tiioBe of dib 
United Mexican States; and the SEud sospenaion of hos- 
tilities E^all hi iuTiolabl; obsMred by both parties. Im- 
mediately after the exchange of ratifications of the 
present treaty, all the forts, territories, places and pos- 
sessions, -ffhatsoerer they may be, vhicfa hare bem 
taken by the United States hoot the United Mexican 
States during the war, except such as are compr^ended 
vithin the limits of the United States, as the same re- 
main defined by Article 4 of this treaty, dull be le- 
tnmed without delay, and 'without causing any destruc- 
tion or extraction of artillery, or of any other public 
proper^ whatever, originally captured in said fotta or 
places, and which remain in them when the ratifications 
of this trea^ shall be exchanged ; and in the same man- 
ner all the forts, territories, &c. 

Article IV. The dividing line between the two 
republics shall commence in the Gulf of Mexico, three 
leagues from land, in front of the mouth of the Rio 
Grande ; thence along the middle of said river to the 
point where it touches the southern line of New Mexico ; 
thence westward along the southern limit of New 
Mexico to the southwest angle of the same; tboice 
northward along the western line of New Mexico to 
where the same is out by the first branch of the river 
Gila ; if it be not cut by any branch of said river, then 
to a point in said line nearest the said Imnch ; and 
thence in a direct Ime to the same, and downward by 
the middle of said branch, and of the said river QUti, 
until it empties into the Rio Colorado ; thence down- 
ward by the middle of the Colorado, and by the middle 
of the Gulf of California, to the Pacific Ocean. 

Abticle V. In consideration of the extension of the 



t.,Gi.)oglc 



GBKUUUi WQKTB. SoO 

]iiiuti of Uu United States, bb they mn defined by tlte 
preceding article, and by the stipulations which are 
iiirther contained in article 8, the United States abandoti 
fiu ever against the United Mexican States all reclama- 
tion on account of the costs of the wai, and besides 
agree to pay to the United Mexican States, in the dty 

of Mexico, the sum of . 

Abticlb VI. In full confflderation of the stipulations 
-CMitained in articles 4 and 8 of this treaty, the United 
States agree to assume and pay all sums at present due 
to claimants, and those which may be hereafter estab- 
lished, according to the convention concluded between 
tiui two republics in the ci^ of Mexico, mi the 30th d* 
January, 1843, to provide for the payment of what shall 
be decided in &vor of the claimants, according to a 
convention between the United States and the Mexican 
republic, on the lltb of April, 1839. And the United 
States equally agree to asratme and pay all reclamation 
of citizens of the United States, against the government 
of the United Mexican States, not previously decided, 
to an amount not exceeding Uiree millions of dollars, 
which have arisen prior to the 13th of May, 1846, and 
which shall be adjudged to be due by a commission 
established by the government of the United States, 
whose decinons shall be definitive, and conclusive, pro- 
vided always, that in deciding on the validly of the said 
demands, the commission shall be guided and governed 
by the principles and niles prescribed by the first and 
fifth articles of the unratified convention, concluded in 
the city of Mexico, on the 30th of November, 1843, 
and in no case AaH diey give judgment in favor of any 
claim not embraced by those principles and rules. And 
the United States, for the present and the fiiture, exone- 
jate die United Mexican Slates, irom any of the said 
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demands vrhatsoeTer, which ma; be admitted or rejeeted 
by said board of commissioneTSi 

Article Vli. If, in the opinion of the said board tfS 
commissioners, or of the ciaimants, -it shall be con^ 
dered necessary for the decision of any of' the said 
etaims that any book, registers or documents, which 
may be in the possession or power of the United Mexi- 
can States, i^uld be examined, the commissioner or 
claimanlfl diall make, wttbin b. period to be fixed by 
congress, a petition to that efiect, to the Mexican secie- 
tary of foreign afikirs, which ^all be forwarded to him 
by the secretary of state of the United States, and the 
Mexican government agree to remit, with as little delay 
as possible after the receipt of said petition, whatever of 
the said books, registers, or documents may be in its pos- 
session or power, which may have been asked for from said 
secretaryof state, who diall immediately 1^ them before 
said board of commissioners. Provided always, that 
' when said petition EJiall be made by any of the claim- 
ants, the fects which they expect to prove by suck 
books, regi^rs, or docimients, shaU have been first 
stated under oath or affirmation. 

Article VIII. Ths government of the United Mex- 
ican States hereby for ever concedes and guaranties to 
the government and citizens of the United States, the 
right to transport across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
from sea to sea, by whatever means of communication 
may at the time exist, vrtiether by land or by water, iiee 
fi-om all tolls or charges, all articles whatsoever, die 
natural products of the United States, or the products 
of its manufoctures, or the products and manufactures 
of any country whatever, beloi^;ing to Ibe government 
or citizens of Hie United StUes, as well as the free right 
of passage to all citi7eri» of die United States. The 
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gQTenimeQt of the United Mexicao States equally con- 
cedes and guaranties to the goTenunent asd citizens of 
the United States the same light of passage for their 
merchandise and the articles aforesaid, as it grants to ita 
owQ citizens, by any raih^ad or canal, which may beie- 
after be constracted-aOToss said isthmus, whether by the 
government of the United Mexican States, or by its 
authorization, paying only such tolls as may be estab- 
Hshed ; and no other or more onerous shall be im- 
posed or collected upon the articles or merchandise 
mentioned belonging to the govemnient and citizens of 
&e United States, or on the persons of said citizens, for 
passage over said railroad or canal than shall be charged 
or collected for die same articles and merchandise be- 
longing to the government or citizens of Mexico, being 
the natural products, or the products of the manufac- 
tures of Mexico, or irfiatsoever foreign country, or the 
persons of its citizens. None of the said articles, be 
they what they may, which may pass over said isthmus 
from sea to sea, in either direction, whelhet by the pre- 
sent communications, or by any railroad and canal 
. which may hereafter be made, with the object of being 
transported to any port of the United States, or of any 
foreign country, shall be subject to the payment of any 
daty whatever, whether of importation or exportation. 
The two governments by this a^tiele promise, with as 
little delay as possible, mutually to agree upon and 
establish such regulations as may be, deemed necessary 
to avoid fraud and smuggling, in consequence of the 
ri^t of way hereby granted and perpetually guarantied 
to the government and citizens of the United States. 

Article IX. All the eSopts, commodities, or mer- 
chandise, which have been introduced during the war, 
by whatsoever port or place of either party, by the citi- 
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zem (rf «tber ftity, or by die eitueiii or sobjecti of' 
any nmitnl power, uriiik the same has been io the mili- 
tai; oeei^iatio& of the other, dull be permitted to 
remain free from confiscstioa or any charge or dntj 
which there may be on the sale or ezdiange of them, or 
OD the exportation of the said property from the conntry ; 
uid the proprietors ue hereby permitted to sell or dis- 
pose of said property in the same manner in ereiy 
lespect as if the importation of the same had been 
made in time of peace, and had paid the doties accord- 
ing to the laws of each conntiy respectirely. 

Abticle X. He treaty of friendship, commerce, and 
navigation, conduded in the city of Mexico, on the 6(h 
of AprB, in the year of our Lord 1831, between the 
United States of America and the United Mexican 
States, and each of its articles, with the exception of the 
additional article, are hereby renewed for the term of 
eight years, from die day of the exchange.of the ratifi- 
catioos of this treaty, with Ae same effect and virtue as 
if they formed part thereof; it being understood that 
each of the contracting parties reserves to itself the nght, 
at any time after the said term of ei^t years, to termi- 
nate the same, giving one year's previous notice to the 
other party. 

Article XI. The treaty diall be approved and rati- 
fied by the preadent of the United S^es of Amenca, " 
with the approbation and consent of the senate, and by 
the president of the United Mexican States, with the 
previous approbation of the general congress ; and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged in the ci^ of Washing- 
ton, within the period of — =- months, from the date of 
the signing the same, or sooner, if practicable." 

The prt^ of the treaty having been submitted to 
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the Mexican council of ntiatften, Aty iiMted-on the 20th 
of August, uothcr set of instructions to the eoiimii»> 
sioneiB, which are in genual, a repetition of those ilieady 
given, txcept the tw« foUowing articles : 

"7. In relatioD to the privileges solicited b; the 
goTeroment of the United States to oavigate the river of 
Tehuantepec, oi to traffic hy whatever road or wa; that 
n^ be established between the two seas, the Mezicao 
govemment refuses absolutely all concession in this par- 
ticular ; and in the last resort can ofier, at moat, that the 
Mexican goveniment will take into consideration the 
fiieodly relations which ma; be maintained by the Uni- 
ted States with the Mexican government ; and with re* 
ference to the confidence which its conduct may inspire, 
it ought not to doubt of the reciprocity of the Mexicans 
on the same terms as other nations. 

8. The Mexican govemmeut can in no manner con- 
sent to exempt from the payment of duties, all the e&cts 
introduced into its ports, proceeding Irom the United 
States or any other nation, since the occupation of the said 
ports by the said United States ; and it shall be a necessaiy 
condition to their traosportation into the interior, that 
the duties be paid according to the actual tariff of ^c 
cation. In case the United States are compromised with 
the importers, the United States shall pay all the duties 
of importation according to the tariff, and the merchants 
those of internal transport, consumption, &c." 

These additional instructions, on being transmitted 
to Qte commisaoners, with instructions that in no case 
were they to treat contrary to their express tenor, they 
rrtnmed the following answer : 
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"TotiMiliHiMUrqf FortignAffain: 

Ezcriteiit Sir : Having -examined the baaes md in- 
itnictions transmitted by your excellency on the morn- 
ing of to-day, for the purpose of prosecuting the nego- 
tiation which has been opened by the minister of the 
United States, we deem it our duty to manifest to the 
■upreme government, with the fiankness of honest men, 
Aat upon those bases and instructions it is impossible to 
take upon ourselves the -negotiation, as we shaU find 
ouiselves without die capacity to discbarge the du^ as 
we oug^t. 

We beg, dien, that the supreme government will 
hold as not accepted on our part, the powers with which 
ita &vor would honor us. God and Liberty! 

JOS£ J. HEiRRERA; 

BERNARDO COUTO, 

IGNACIO DE MORA Y VILLAMIL, 

MIGUEL ATRISTAIN, 

JOSE MIGUEL ARROYO, Secr^ary. 
Heiico, Aogurt 31, 1847." 

The armistice concluded between General Scott and 
the Mexican president, stipulated for the preservation of 
things in statu quo, and it is useless to refer to ita 
individual provisions. Become hardy by observation 
of the supplicating tone of the diplomate, Santa Anna 
at last broke tbe stipulations, and General Scott inter- 
fered by the following note : 

"HatD-QvABTista Amit or Uhitid Statbr, i 
September 6, 1847. | 

To his ExeelUney the Praidtttt and Qtnerti-in-ekitf of Ht 
Ripuhhe of Mtnco : 
The 7th and 12th articles of the armistice or military 
convention which I had the honor of i^ifying and ex- 
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ehan^ng with your exoeBoiey on die 24th tilt , stipnlBte 
fliat the army nnder my command shall have the privi- 
lege of obtaining supplies from the city of Mexico, 
Theie vere repeated violations of these Miclea soon 
after the armistice vras signed, and I have now good 
reasons for believing, that within the last twenty-feur 
hours, if not before, the 3d article of the same conven- 
tion was also Tiolated by the same parties. These 
direct Inreaches of good &ith give to this army a fidl right 
to commence hostiHties against Mexico without giving 
any notice. However, I will give the necessary time 
for an explanation, satis^Mttion, or reparation. If these 
are not given, I hereby foimally notify you that if I do 
not receive the most complete satis&ction on all these 
points, before twelve o'clock to-morrow, I shall connder 
the armistice as terminated from that hour. 

X have the honor to be your excellency's obedient 
servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT." 

Santa Anna, stulfol with the pen, replied as follows : 
" Reai>>Qdabtebb Akkt or Mexican B»dbi.ic, ) 
Mexico, September 6, 1847. ) 
To Au Extelleiuy Otiurat WinJUld Scott, Cornnumdtr-in-thitf 
of the urmy of tkt Vnittd Statts. 
Sir: By the note of your excellency under this date 
I learn, with surprise, that you consider that the civil 
and military authorities of Mexico have violated articles 
7, 12, and 3 of the armistice which I concluded with 
your excellency on the 34th of lest month. 

The civil and military authorities of Mexico have not 
obstructed the passage of provisions for the American 
army ; and if at times their transmission has been re- 
tarded, it has been owing to the imprudence of tbe 
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AamioHt igeBti» vbo, witiioat baving r pierious undar: 
UMidipg vUh the proper sutLoritiea, gave occauoa fof 
popolu oottwealOt which it hu ccMt the Mexican govern- 
nwnt mack tnuUile to tefua. Last nigfat and the nig^ 
before (be ewortaibr the provision tnin were ready to start, 
and wera onlj detained because Mr. Hai^ous, the agent, 
denied it The oidvn given to aospend the intercoune 
between the two annies were addretsed to private indi- 
viduals, uid not to the ageota of the army of the United 
States, and were iatended. purposely to expedite the 
transmission of piovisians to the army, and to confine 
the intercourse to that object ezcluavely. In retum Sot 
dtis coaduct your ezoeUeix^ has prevented the omien 
or Baaageni of the grain mills in tiie.vicinky of the ci^ 
from fumiahit^ any flour to the city, which is a true 
breach of (be g9od &ith your excellency hadpledged KM^ 

It is false that any new woik or foitificatioa bas been 
undertaken, because one or two nepaiia have only served 
to place them in the same condition tbey were io on the 
day the armistice was entered into, accident or the con- 
venience of the moment having caused the destmctiui 
of the then existing works. You have bad early nolioe 
of the establishment of the battery covered with the 
mud walls of the house of Gany, in this ci^, and did 
not remonstrate, because the peace of two great rejjub- 
lics could not be made to depend upon Aings grave in 
ttemselvee, but of little valaa compared to the result in 
which all ^ friends of humanity and of the prosperi^ 
<^ the American continent take so great an interest.* 

It is not without great grief and even indignation tha| 
I have received communications from the cities and 

* There h prolwklj eome tTpopqihinl tmt ifi Om NntMiea,«r 
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TiUagea occupied l^ the aim; of yonr excellency, m re- 
latioa to the violatioti of the temples conBecrated to the 
\^orahip of God ; to the plunder of Ae sacred vases, and 
to the profanation of the images Tenerated by the Mex- 
ican people. Frofonndly hare I been Affected by the 
complaints of fiidiers and husbands, of the violence of- 
fered to their dau^ters and wives; and these same 
cities and villages have been sacked, not only in viola- 
tion of the armistice, but of the sacred principles 
prodaimed and respected l^ civilized nations. I havte 
observed ulence to the present moment, in order not to 
obstruct the progress of negotiations which held out the 
hope of terminating a scandalous war, and one which 
your excellency has characterized ao justly as unnataral. 
But I shall desist of&rbg apolo^es, because I cannot be 
Jblind to the truth th&t the true cause c^ the threats of re- 
newed hostilities, contained in the note of your excel- 
lency, is that I have not been willing to sign a treaty 
which would lessen considenMy 6te territory of the 
republic, and not only the territory of the republic, but 
diat dignity and integrity which all nations defend to 
the last extremity. A nd if these considerBlioiis have not 
the same weight in the mind of your excellency, the re- 
sponsibility before the world, who can easily distinguish 
on whose side is modoation and justice, will ftll upon 
you, 

I flatter myself that your excellency wiQ be convinced, 
on calm reflection i of the weight of my reasons. Bat 
if by misfortune, you Aonld seek only a pretext to de- 
prive the first city of the American continent of an 
opportunity to free the unarmed population of the 
horrors of war, there will be left no other means of sal- 
vation, but to repel force by force, with the decision and 
eneigy which my high obligations impose upon me. 



»-i h, Cooglf 



I Iwre tbe bxmot to be yoor ezccDaicy'a hnmUe 
setrant, 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA." 

Ilie negotiations, howerer, proceeded, and the Mex- 
ietn commisutMien presented the following bases of -« 
treaty. 

" 1. Tbera Bhall be a firm and uniTersal peace be- 
tween the Mexican Republic and the United States oi 
America, and between their respective territories, cities, 
towns and villages, urithout exception of places or pei^ 
sons. 

3. All the prisonera of war talten by eilher party, 
either by sea of land^ shall be returned immedist^ 
after the present treaty shall be signed. It is moreover 
i^;reed, that if any Mexicans shall remain captives in the 
hands of any savage tribe of Indians within the limits of 
the territory which, according to Article 4, will be ceded 
to the United States, the government of the United States 
shall cause thera to be delivered up and restored to lib- 
erty and their homes in Mexico. 

3. Immediatelyafier the exchange of the ratifications 
of this treaty, there shall be returned to the Mexican 
Republic all the forts, territories, places and possessions 
which have been taken or occupied during the present 
war, within the limits which by Article 4 will remain to 
the said Republic. There shall likewise be restored the 
artillery, stores and munitions of war which'were con- 
tained in the castles and strong places, when they fell 
into the power of the troops of the United Stales. In 
respect to the artilleiy taken without the limits of the said 
castles and strong places, there shall be returned to Mex- 
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ico that part whidt reBoaiss in tbe power of tbe United 

States foarces after the signature of die present tretdy. 

4. Hie dividing line between the two republics shall 
commence in tbe Gulf of Mexico, three leagues from 
land, opposite the southern entiance of the Bay of Cor^ 
pus Cbristi, running in a direct line within the said bay 
to the mouth of the river Nueces ; thence it diall foDow 
ttte Buddle of said rirer to its source ; from the source 
of the Nueces it sbaU follow a direct course, until it 
reaches the frontier of New Mexico on the east-southeast 
put ; fiience it will follow the bonndaiy of New Mexico 
by the east and northwest, until it touches latitude 37 
degrees, which will serve as a boundary of both repub- 
lics, from tbe point where it touches tbe said western 
frontier of New Mexico to the Pacific Ocean. The go- 
verament of Mexico binds itself not to found any new 
settlement, nor establish colonies, in the territory between 
the Njieces and tbe Rio Bravo del Norte. 

5. In compensation for tbe extension of its former 
limits, which the United States will acquire by the pre- 
ceding article, the government of the said United States 
agrees to pay, in thecityofMexico, to that of the repub- 
lic of Mexico, the sum of , which shall be 

placed at the disposal of the said government of the 
Mexican Republic at the time of tbe exchange of the 
ratifications of the present treaty. 

6. The United States shall moreover take upon itself 
to satisfy completely to tbe claimants all which m^y be 
now due, and which may hereafter accrue, on account 
of the claims liquidated tad adjudged against the Mexi- 
can Republic, according to the agreement entered into 
between both republics on the 11th of April, 1839, and 
the 30th of January, 1843 ; and the Mexican republic 

Vol. n. 20 
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shall hare nodong to pay in futore od account «f the 
said clums. 

7. llie gOTenUDent of the United States ^so binds 
itself to take upon itself the complete paymeot of hQ 
claims of its citizens oot yet decided, agunst the Mezip 
can Republic, from whatever motive Hiey may pioceed, 

, or whatever may be the foundation of the said clsums, 
so diat the accounts of all kinds which exist, or can be 
supposed to exist, between the government of Mexico 
and the cidzens of the United States, until the date of 
the exchange of the nitaficatious of this treaty shall be 
considered definitively and for ever settled, 

8. In order that tt^ government of the Usited States, 
in observance of the preceding article, may satisfy the 
undecided claims of its citizens against the Mexican 
Repubhc, there E^all be established, by the government 
of the said United States, a tribunal of commissioners, 
whose decisions shall be definitive and conclusive and 
the decision upon the validity of any demand shall be 
made according to the principles and rules which were 
established in articles 1 and 5 of the unratified conven- 
tion entered into in Mexico on the 20tb of November, 
1843 ; and in no case will judgment be given in iavor 
of a claimant, unless in accordance with the said rules. 
If the tribunal of commissioners should judge it neces- 
sary for the just decision of any demand, to see aiky 
books, re^sters, or documents, which may be in the pos- 
session of the gove^iment of Mexico, certified copies 
shall be remitted, on being requested — it being well un- 
defstood that in each case the point to be proved dial! 
have been^ecified upon o&tii, before any demand shaU 
be made for the stated books. 

9. All the temples, houses, and edifices dedicated to 
the service of the Catholic &ith, in territories wbidi 
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ibrmerly belonged 1o the Mexican republic, and which 
by this treaty are included within the limits of the United 
States, shall continue dedicated to the same services of 
tlie Catholic feith, without any variation, »id under the' 
special protection of the laws. Any eliects, moveable 
or immoveable, which are dedicated to Che maintenance 
of the Catholic religion, or any schools, hospitals, or 
other establishments of charity or benevolence, within 
the said territories, shall be in like manner protected. 
Finally, the communication of the Catholics existing 
within the same territory, with their respective autho- 
rized eccleABStics, shall be frank, irCe, and unembaN 
rassed, even when the said ecclesiastics reside withiA 
the boundaries established by this treaty for the Mexican 
Republic ; but there ^all not be made any new demar- 
cation of ecclesiastical districts. 

10. Mexicans, residents of territory formeriy belong- 
ing to Mexico^ and who are now included within the 
limits of the United States, can at any time transfer 
themselves to the Mexican Republic, preserving in the 
said territories the property which they possess, or re- 
moving them or their value to where they desire, without 
on this account being subjected by tke United States to 
any kind of contribution, tax, or impost. If these per- 
sons should prefer to remain in the territories which they 
now inhabit, they can preserve the title and rights of 
Mexican citizens, or acquire the title and prlvilegM^ of 
(utizens of the United States, if they so desire. 

11. All grants of lands made by Mexican authority 
in territories formerly belonging to Mexico, and' which 
by this treaty remain for the future within the limits of 
the United States, are valid, and shall be sustained and 
preserved in all time by the government of the United 
States. 
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13. The republic of the United States solemnly biads 
itself not, for the fixture, to consent to the annexntioa to 
it of any district or tenitor}^ comprehended in the liniits 
which by fliis treaty remain to Mexico. This solemn 
promise has the character of a condition under whidi 
territory is now ceded to the republic of NOrth America. 

13. All ^ods now existing' in the Mexican ports 
occupied by the North American trooi», will pay Uie 
duties established by the Mexican regulations, provided 
they have not been pre-paid ; but'they will not become 
liable to confiscation. 

14. The government of the United States will (airiy ' 
satisfy the claims of Mexican citizens, for the injuries 
they have received from its ibrces during the war. 

15. The present treaty shall be ratified, &c." 

The following two communications are most int«- 
esting, unfolding the whole Mexican side of the qnancl, 
and are written with a talent i^teh will c<Hnmand re- 
spect. 

" To hit EzctlUnaf Don Nkhalas Triit, -depiUed with full pow- 
ers by the gommmefU of tht United Slates to the government 
of Ike Mexican Republic. 
HoosE OF Alfaba 

The undersigned, commissioned by the govemment 
of the Mexican republic to concert with your excellency 
an arrangement for peace, on placing in your hands the 
counter project which they have framed conformably to 
the last instructions of their government, think proper to 
accompany it with the observations contained in this 
note, which will tend to place in a clearer light the pa- 
cific disposition of Mexico in the contest which unfor- 
tunately separates both countries. The 4lh artide of 
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the project wbidi yew excellency was pleased to deliver 
to HS OD the 27th of August last, and which has been 
the suli^ect of out latter conferences, relates to the ces- 
sioD on the part of Mexico^l , of the . state of T^cas ; 
2, of the territoiy this side the limits of that state, ex- 
tending to the left bank of the Bravo, and to the southern 
frontiei of New Mexico ; 3, of all New Mexico ; 4, of 
the two Californias. 

The existing war has been undertaken solely on ac- 
count of the terriloiy of the state of Texas, respecting 
whi4^ the North American republic presents as its title 
the act of the said state by which it was annexed to the 
North American confederation, after having proclaimed 
its inde^ndence of Mexico. The Mexican republic of- 
fering (as we have informed your excellency) to consent, 
for a proper indemnification, to the pretensions of the 
government' of Washington to the territory of Texas, 
the cause of the war has ^lisappeared, and the war itself 
ought to eease, since there is no warrant for its continue 
ance. To the other territories mentioned in the 4tb 
article in your excellency's draught, no right has here- 
tofore been asserted by the republic of North America, 
nor do we believe it possible for it to assert any. Con- 
sequently it could not acquire, them, except by the right 
of conquest, or by the title which will result from the 
cession or sale which Mexico might now make. But as 
we are persuaded that the republic of Washington will 
not only absolutely repel, but will hold in abhorrence 
the first of these titles, and as, oq the other hand, it 
would be a new thing and contrary to every idea of jus- 
tice to make war upon a people for no other reason dian 
because it refused to sell territory which its neighbor 
sought to buy, we hope from the justice of the govern- 
ment and people of North America that the ample modi- 
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fications which we have to propose to the -ceBsions of 
territory (except that of the state of Texas) contemplated 
by the said article 4, vrSl not be a motire to persist to a 
war which the worthy general of the North American 
troops has justly styled aa unnatural. 

la OUT conferences we have informed your excellency 
that Mexipo cannot cede the tract which lies between 
the left hank of the Bravo and the right of the Nueces. 
Vae reason entertamed fbr tiiis is not alone the fnll cer- 
tainty that such territory never belonged to the state of 
Texas, nor is it founded upon the great value in the ab- 
stract which is placed upon it. It is because that tract, 
together with the Bravo, forms the natural fivntier of 
Mexico, both in a military and a commerciai sense ; and 
the frontier of no state ought to be sought, and no state 
should consent to abandon its frontier. But in order to 
remove all cause of trouble hereafter, the government of 
Mexico engages not to found new settlements nor estab- 
lish colonies in the space between the two rivers, so that, 
remaining in its present uninhabited condition, it may 
serve as an equal security to both republics. Pursuant 
to our instructions, the preservation of this territory is 
a condition sine qua non of peace. Sentiments not only 
of honor and delicacy (which your excellency's noble 
character will know how worthily to estimate), but also 
a calculation of interests, prevent our govemment from 
consenting to the dismemberment of New Mexico. Upon 
this point we deem it supeifluous to add anything to that 
which we bad the honor to explain to you orally in our 
conferences. 

The cession of Lower Califbroia, whidi woold be of 
little advantage to the republic of North America, offen 
great embarrassments to Mexico, considering the por- 
tion of that peninsula opposite our coasts of 8onon> 
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from which it is s^arated by the narrow gulf of Cortes. 
Ytmt excellency has appreciated our remarks on this 
point, and we have been gratified to see that you have 
yielded to them. The preservation of Lower California 
would be enough to make it indispensable to keep a part 
of Upper California ; for, otherwise, that peninsula would 
be without any means of communication by land with 
the rest of the republic, which is always a great embar- 
rassment, especially for a power like Mexico, which is 
not maritime. The grant which is offered by our govern- 
ment (for the proper equivalent) of that part of Upper 
California which extends from the thirty- seventh degree 
upwards, not only allows to the United States the acqui- 
sition of an excellent coast, of ieitile lands, and also of 
untouched mines, but also presents to it the advantage 
of extending to that hmit its Oregon possessions. The 
wisdom of the governineot of Washington, and the 
praiseworthy industry of the American people, will know 
how to draw rich fruits from the important acquisition 
wfaieh we now offer it. 

In the 8th article of your exc^ency's draught, the 
grant of a free passage across the isthmus of Tehuantepec 
to the South Sea is sought in favor of the North Ame- 
rican citizens. We have orally explained to your ex- 
cellency that some years since the government of the 
republic granted to a private contractor a privilege with, 
reference to this object, which was soon transferred, with 
the audiority of the same government, to English sub- 
jects, of whose rights Mexico cannot dispose. There- 
fore your excellency will not wonder that upon this 
point we do not accede to the desuvs of your govern- 
ment. 

We have entered into this plain statement of the mo- 
tires whic^ the republic has for not agreeing to alienate 
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all the territory aidced of it beyond the atate of Texas, 
because we desire that the North American government 
and people may be persuaded that our partial refunl 
does not proceed from feelings of aversion created by 
the antecedents in this war, or by the-sofieriiig which it 
has inflicted upon Mexico, but rests upon considerations 
dictated by reason and justice, which would operate in 
all time with reference to the most friendly nation in the 
midst of the closest relations of friendship. The otha 
changes (which your excellency will find in oui counter 
draught) are of minor moment, and we believe that there 
will be DO serious objection to them. The subject con- 
tained in the iSth article has bdbre now been mentioned 
in your excellency's country ; we flatter ourselves that 
the loyalty of your goveinment will not refuse to con- 
_tract an engagement so conformable to honor and that 
good harmony in which two neighboring people ou^ 
to live. 

The peace between both countries will be established 
with greater solidity if a friendly power (England) which 
has so nobly offered its good offices to Mexico and the 
United States in &e present contest, will now ofier to 
grant its guarantee for the faithful fulfilment of the treaty 
which may be concluded. The Mexican goTemment 
believe that it would be very proper to solicit this 
guarantee. 

Our govnnment directs us to recommend to your 
excellency that you will be pleased to commnnieate yonr 
decision upon the counter draught which we have the 
honor to present to you, within three days. 

The good and salutary work can, in our opinion^ 
reach a happy end, if each of the contending parties 
resolves to abandon some of its original pretensions. 
This has always been so ; imd no nation era hesitated. 
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at such 8 juncture, to make great sacrifices to extiugui^ 
the destructive flame of war. Mexico and the United 
States have special reasons thus to act. We must 
confess, not 'nithout a blush, that we m% exhibiting to 
mankind the scandal of two Christian people, c^ two 
republics, in the presence of all the monarchies, mutu- 
ally doing one another all the harm they «an by disputes 
about boundaries, when we hare an excess of land to 
people and cultivate in the beautfiil' hemisphere where 
Providence caused us to be bom. We venture to re- 
commend these considerations to your excellency before 
you come to a definite deciMon upon our propositions. 
We therefore do ourselves the honor to ofier you our 
devotion and respect. 

JOSE J. DE HERRERA, 
BERNARDO COUTO, 
IGNACIO MORA Y VILLAMIL, 
MIGUEL ATRISTAIN." 



Most Excellent Sir : Although we have, firom day to 
day, giv^i an account to the supreme government of the 
progress of our conferences with the most excellent Don 
Nicholas Tiist, commissioned with full powers by the 
United Slates, we nevertheless deem it proper to reca- 
pitulate here in writing, that which we have orally had 
the honor to state to you at large. 

In the evenbg of the 27th of August last, we met 
for the first time in the town of Atzcopozalco. Having 
exchanged our powers, we found those of Mr. Trist 
most ample to treat of all the existing diSerences be- 
tween Mexico and the United States, to define the limits 
of the two countries, and definitively conclude a peace. 
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Oars were restricted to receiving the propoatkiiis of hit 
gOTernment, if they appeared in writing ; and to embody 
them in conctirreDoe, with him, in a memorandum, if 
they shonid be made to ua orally. As Mr. Trist n^^ 
have made some remaric upon the limitation of oor 
powers, we qnieted him by explaining that when the 
time for treating came, a full authority wonld be pre- 
sented. He at once handdd to us the drau^t of a treaty 
which we the same ni^t presented to the pre^dent. In 
the sequel Mr. Trist proposed to designate, as the place 
of our ulterior conferences, a country seat which he bad 
heard spoken of, situated in the neighborhood of Chfr- 
pult^c, and legs distant from Tacubaya, where be has 
taken up his abode, and from Mexico, where we are. 
We oSered to take notice of the place designated, and 
we were summoned for the next day. 

The conference was then confined to explaining to 
him, that we agreed to the country scat wbicb be had 
chosen (which is commonly called that of the Inqaisitor 
Alfaro), and to appointing our third meeting for Wednes- 
day, the 1st instant, as the government needed the inter- 
mediate time to examine, with proper deliberation, the 
draught presented, to decide upon it, and to give us the 
instructions to which we were to conform. 

On Wednesday we showed the iiill powers which Ae 
supreme government was pleased to confer upcm us, and 
we entered with Mr. Trist into a lengthened, though 
calm, discussion upon the principal points of the 
draught, which was continued throughout the subse- 
quent Thursday. ITie particulars thereof we have com- 
municated to the supreme government. Tbe point 
upon which, as a result of the discussion, the negotia- 
tion stopped, was this: Mr. Trist showed himself dis- 
posed to abandon his first pretension to Lower California, 
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aod to B part of Ui^>er Calilbma, hy which the.fbimer 
might commumcate by land with ^nora. He o9ered> 
that, if there remained no other point of diflerence. for 
the conclunon of peace than that relative to the tenitoiy 
which is comprised between the Bravo and the Nueces, he 
would consult his government upon it, with some hope 
of a good result, althou^ this step must occasion a 
delay of forty odd days in the negotiation. But the 
cession of New Mexico on our part was a condition 
which could not be yielded ; nor would he refer it anew 
to Washington, as he was quite certain his government 
deemed it a condition rine qua non of peace. The other 
points referred to in the draught seemed to us attainable, 
by adopting on bolii sides terms of accommodation. 
Such, at least, was the opinion which we formed at the 
cotiferenccB. 

Having given an account to the supreme government 
of that which had talcen place, your excellency commu- 
nicated to us your final determintiioii in the note of yes- 
terday, conformably to which, and with the approbation 
of the cabinet council, we forthwith drew up, and on the 
same day delivered to Mr. Trist the counter drau^t and 
note, copies of v4dch (numbered 1 and 3) are hereunto 
tmnexed. Without any fresh discussion, he offered to 
answer to-day, which he has done m the note of which 
the annexed (No. 3) is a copy. That puts an end to 
the commission with which die supreme government 
pleased to honor us, althou^ in a manner contrary to 
our sincere desires and our endeavors throu^out the 



It only remuns for us to say, that in our rdations 
with Mr. Trist, we have found nothing hut motives to 
appreciate his noble character, and that if at any time 
the woric of peace shall be consummatedj it will be by 
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means of negotiators adonied witb tbe eatimaUe ettdoW' 
raents which, in our judgment, distinguish that miolAtCT. 
Be pleased to give the supreme government an ac- 
count of the whole, and receive our devoticm eod respect. 
God and Liberty. Mexico, 7th September, 1847. 
JOSE J. DE HERRERA, 
IGNACIO MORA Y VILLAMIL, 
BERNARDO COUTO, 
MIGUEL ATRKTAIN. 
To hu Ex««lleac7 the MliiiBter of t 
Interior and Foreign Selatione.'^ j 

Peace might have ensued, but the Mexican people 
have been so prone to interfere in all affairs of their 
government by improper means, tiiat a high official 
could not refrain from interposing by the following docu- 
ment> which is given, with the documents it evoked : 

"Letter of the Oovemor of tkt state of Mexico to the Gentrd 
Govemmmt, azcom^ariytRg ike protest of tJhe represttOativu 
of the states of MtTaco, Ji£sco, and ZtaaUeat, to hts Excellency 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Most Excellmt Sir : If his excellency the president 
has made almost superhuman efibrts to carry on the war 
and defend the capital, those efforts have been alb^etha 
unsuccessful, and they could not have been made with- 
out the assistance of tiie nation, and of a decided public 
opinion. If the states had not furnished supplies of 
men and money, uothiug cooldhaTe been effected. I 
spealc at least for the state of Mexico, at the head of 
which I am placed. This state has loaded its citizens 
with taxes. It has sent to the capital all the armed men 
and all the money that it could collect. It has ex- 
hausted all its resources. It has sacrificed itself, and it 
regrets to see that it has done Uiis to no purpose, and 
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QiM its ssciifices are neither appreciated aor acknow- 
ledgted. From this capital alone a thoosand infantiy 
soldieis have been fumi^ed, compiimng the gietier part 
of the battalion vhich I have the bonoc to command, 
neady all of th«n well equipped, and the «4iole sup- 
plied with tbe best amw to be found in the anuy assem- 
bled in Ae city. From all parts of the state, including 
the sultry districts of the aonth, laigs bodies of men, 
arm and unarmed, full of eothusiasffl, have vied with 
each other in flying to the defence of the coital ; the 
state has done this throu^ its lore of independence and 
desire of preserving nationality ; and had not its citizens 
been impelled by these noble motives, no human force, 
nor the influence of any individual, wonldhave induced 
them to abandon their homes, and saciifice everything, 
even to existence, in the defence of their country. 

It is time now, Mr. Minister, that these efibrts — these 
noble and generous e9brts — ^ould be acknowledged ; 
and the best mode of showing a sense of their value is 
Aot to cause the arms of these bnve men to fall from 
their hands at the first summons of the foreign enemy. 
If these efibrts have not been welt directed, because, 
pertiaps, tbe art of war has been studied among us only 
for the purpose of ruining the country, this is not the 
fault of the nation — it is not the fault of its deserving 
ciUzens — but rather their deplorable misfortune, that they 
have not found a chief worthy of commanding them. 

This government knows the extent of its powers, and 
knows what are the powers of die president of the Mex- 
ican confederacy: it respects them, and will always 
respect them when they are derived from the laws of the 
(Country and Ihe constitution of the United Mexican 
StiAcB. 

This government believes that nnless the constitution 
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and the otW hws which govern us are i^dly adhered 
to, order caDDOt exist, nor society deserve to be so 
called, nor shall we ever be aUe to eaj that we have in 
fact a coBstitDtion, 

Militaiy comiMUulers, whatever may be their rank, 
who have committed fenlts on the ficJd of battle, ^oold 
be held lespoosible for their acts, and diould be 
promptly tried and severely punished; for the nation 
has not made eacrificea, and does not make them, for 
the purpose of incorring contempt. 

It LB eztraordiuary, Mr. Minister, Uiat an armistice 
diould hare been arranged at six o'clock on the morning 
of the 38d, and that to-day, the 26th, the terms of it are 
not known in this capital — your excellency's circular, 
dated the S3d, to which I have &e honor to reply, hav- 
ing been received here by a special messenger yester- 
day, the 25th. 

Hie assui^ces which your excellency is pleased to 
oHer with respect to the contiDuance of the war, in the 
event of an attempt to humiliate the nation, and that the 
president disclaims any other purpose than the glory of 
' his country, and has therefore teodered the command to 
any one who may aspire to it, and will cheerfiilly fight 
under his orders, are worthy of attention; but no Mex- 
ican will ever regard the humiliation and debasement of 
his country as a secondary consideration, under any cir- 
cumstances ; and every Mexican who believes that his 
country possesses a representative system, knows how 
and from whom power is derived, and in what manner 
he who b clothed with it is placed at (he head of the 
military force. 

The representatives of the state have already declared 
their opinion, in a manner the most worthy of them, in 
the protest which I have the honor to enclose to your 
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escdleat^ ; and the order to cany it into eflect, iriticb^ 
vithoat any claim on my part to the honor, has been 
placed ill my hands, my sentiments being in unison with 
those of the honorable body from which it emanates, re- 
iterates the protest in tbe most poative and emphatic 
manner; and it grieves to add that it does not expect, 
under such circumstances, an honorable peace ; and ex- 
pects it still less, coosidenng how little ability has been 
dio^ni in turning to account the sacrifices made by the 
nation, and conducting this war in the manner which it 
hoped for — a war which it has been and will be in favor 
of, until, peace can be made with dignity and honor, and 
such a peace as will be approved of by all liberal and 
just men throughout the world. 

I renew to your excellency the assurances of my due 
consideration. 

God, liberal and federation. 

OLAGUIBEL. 
ToiDCA, August 26, 1847." 

" The consUtvtional Governor of the fru and sovereign sUde of 
Mtjico to Ui mhfainUm,U. 

Fellow>CitizeDS : Misfortune still pursues us; and 
the rout of our troops twice in one day, in the vicinity 
of the capita], has exposed us to the severest blow of 
fate. To this series of afflicting reverses others still 
greater may be added ; and to bear up against them will 
require the highest efibrt of patriotism, and a constancy 
proof against any trial. 

The misfortune of defeat is nothing compared with 
that of humiliation and ignominy. 

Qur frithera died in order to give us independence, 
to free us from a foreign yoke, and that our country 
in^ht hold a rank among nations. Let us die rather 
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than traffic away in a vie bargain, what the; purchased 
with their blood. Death is preferable to ignominy ; and 
if our fore&thers atniggled for ten years, in bloody con^ 
bats, under circumstances a thousand times more ad- 
verse to us than those of the present day, let us strug^ 
for another ten, or for a hundred years, until we have 
vindicated their &me and our own. 

Citizens of the State of Mexico : We have called 
ourselves free and independent for more than twenty 
years. Let us die free and independent, rather than sell 
our lands and our brethren for foreign gold. 

Fellow- Citizens : Valor and constancy! and let us 
bear up against this load of misfortuite, with the assur- 
ance that the nation which denres to be free is so. 

FRANCISCO M. DE OLAGUIBEL. 
ToLUCA, August 26, 1847." 

" Circular of His Excellmey, tht Secretary of State, to tU 
Governors of the States of Mexico and PueUa. 

Your excellency: His excellency the president of 
the republic, orders that your excellency will command 
the local authorities of all the towns and viUages in this . 
state, which lie within the distance of thir^ leagues 
from any of the points in which the enemy may happen to 
be situated, to raise en masse the respective iDhabitaots 
of the said towns and villages, in order that they may 
attack and harass the enemy with whatever weapons 
ea6h may conveniently procure, whether good or bad, 
by fire and by sword, and by every practicable means 
which it is possible to employ, in the annihilating of an 
invading army, 

And his excellency also orders that your excellency 
will take an exact account of all those who, having 
attained the age of sixteen, and not advanced beyond 
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fi%, without an; i^yBical UeDiish, remain at home, and 
care not to enlist in the National GuarcU, nor sapport 
any number of soldiers, nor serve the cauae of the 
nation in any one of the ways now mentioned ; as, for 
instance, making piisoners of the scattered soldiers of 
the foe, catching his mules and horses, and seizing his 
■w^ons, and destroying Jiis munitioDS of war. 

A nation and its inhabitants are^defended by means 
of a military or a popular force, and certainly their de- 
fence by the latter is really the most efficacious, and less 
expensive, because Uie people who do not choose it can 
never be conquered by auotber; and, had not a series 
of unibrtunate events occurred to enervate the ^irit of 
Ae people, the march of tw^ve thousand men upon our 
capital would never have been witnessed. 

Your excellency knows that die Argentine Republic 
is inferior, in point of population, to any one of our 
states ; yet will your excellency remember that eleven 
thousand Englitimien perished in the streets of Buenos 
Ayres, harassed even by the women, who hurled upon 
them from their house-tops, furniture, stones, and boiling 
water. 

I copy and publish this siqireme decree for your ex- 
cellency, in order that you may enforce the accomplish- 
ment of all that has been expressed in it, upon the part 
of the Mexican inhabitants of this capital ; and wheil 
Qie ablest of its population, comprised among its pro- 
prietors, merchants, and ofEcids, shall go forth, gun in 
hand, to encounter the enemy, those that remain in the 
city will defend it to its very last intrenchment ; and for 
that purpose, your excellency will command that stones 
and every other kind of mirailes and projectiles, be col- 
lected and placed upon the house-tops, for the emei^ 
gency, so soon as it arrives, charing the alcades. 
Vol. IL 21 
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aemben of the raaBicipalit^i and jiutic«s of {h«pieacey 
with the execution of this ord^. 
God and Liberty I" 

"Fmut 1^ tit rtprumtatntt tf the SlaUt ^ Mexieo, JaliKo. 
and Zacattcai, lo His EMtlltntv tke Prtiideni ad inttnn of 

Most Excellent Sir: Tlie deputies who assembled 
on the lOdi of this month had i^jreed to suspend their 
meetings in the capital. Under these circumstances^ 
the undersized have to-day learned that the minister 
of foreign affiurs yesterday summQn^d the deputies for 
d>e purpose cf discussing an anai^ment with the in- 
vading army, and that there was a meeting, but not 
enou^ to constitute a quoruto. 

The undersigned deem it theil duQr to declare, that 
existitig circumstances in the ci^ of Mexico would not 
allow the legislative body the necessary freedom in its 
discussions and delibwations if it should assemble a 
that cily ; and that it would net comport with the digni^ 
of the republic that its representatives should deUberate 
there on this matter. This opinion is the same as that 
which the congress itself entertained when, under less 
pressing ciicumstwices, it passed a d«cree for removing 
its sesnoDS to Queretaio— a decree which was not ful- 
filled in its other provisions, owing to unlawful proceed- 
ings, which are not a secret, and which resulted in a 
determination not to repair to that city. - 

But as it is absolutely beyond doubt that any arrange- 
ment which may be made with regard to external rela- 
tions, without the ratificatioii of congress, will, besides 
being indecent under existing circumstances, being 
entirely null, as being unconstitutional, and will bring 
him by whom it may be made within the case of treason, 
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^pjsffid by iitjcfe 6131 ,of ^ Jftv of ?0|J» April, the 
un^e^l^g^d ,Ei^ Wliog to i£pair to the city of Que^ 
yifOy ^ ffOQi^ as yovr excelleDcy sbail issifs the pficeasaij 
giBlinops \o them fcr .that place. 

TTie iv^rsigned protest before the ^o!e n^iqn, and 
particitlii4y befoi£ die states of Mexico, Jqliscp, and 
ZacatecaB,ti^ CQ;pstitu£tits,,that t)).)s resolution .on .t^^ir 
part, which, as the proceedings of congress referred to, 
show, is concurred in by a majority of their fellow-depu- 
ties, does hot imply the abandonment of dieir duty, or a 
resignation, tacit or express, of the legislative power, 
but is the result of the indispensable necessity of having 
that freedom of discussion and deliberation, which does 
not now exist in the federal city, and of saving the 
republic from ibe ignominy which would inevitably 
attach to a treaty concluded and ratified under the guns 
of the enemy, and on the day succeeding unloolced-for 
reverses. 

All which we have the houorto communicate to your 
excellency, availing onrselves of die occasion to ofier 
the assurances of our respect and consideration. 
God, Liberty, and Federation. 
Tolnca, August 22, 1847. 

VALENTIN GOMEZ FARIAS, 

JOSE MARIA DE LACUNZA, 

LUIS DE LA ROSA, 

PASCAL GONZALEZ FUENTES, 

MARIANO OTERO, 

GOSME TORRES, 

MANUEL ROBSEDO, 

JOAQUIN NORRIEGA. 
To His Ezeetlency the Fremdent of the 1 
CongreBB of the Union." J 
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TlussetdedtbediscusfflOD. It was evident tfiere could 
be no peace, and General Scott commenced hostilities. 
Ir this long corre^ndence we find the maAB of his 
finger but once, and then apon a mere matter of mili- 
tai; conduct None can chai^ him with any participa- 
tion in the abortJTe attempt at negotiation with Mexico. 
Peace, in his own words, was to be conquered. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Attack on Molino del Bey— Taking of Chapaltepec~-The Aive- 
lican army enters t]ie city of Mexico — List of killed and 
woonded — Soott's general orders — Saata Anna's proclama* 
tion — Conclusion. 

General Scott having finally aScertained that the 
Mexican army had begun palpably to violate the tenns of 
the armistice, and that the consequences of their operations 
at Molino del Rey might be important to the safety of 
his army, he directed General Worth, on September 
8th, at the head of his own division and Cadwalader's 
brigade, to destroy the place. This work, known by the 
Mexicans as Casas Matas, and celebrated in Mexican his- 
tory, is west of Chapultepec, an cJd palace of Montezuma, ' 
on the site of which have subsequently been erected a mili- 
taiy school and fortress. The mill was within six-pounder 
range of this post, and yet beyond them in the same 
direction is a gentle slope, with a ravine, which extends 
to within two hundred yards of the enemy's right. Here 
was stationed a heavy battery, commanded by Captain 
Huger, of the ordnance, to operate upon the buUdings 
and defences. 

Before, however, this was done, Worth, at the head 
of his men, advanced to storm the position in die centre 
of its curtain or front. The heavy Mexican fire de- 
stroyed many men and officers, and the ranks would 
manifestly have been unable to advance, had not Cad- 
walader arrived. At this crisis a strong body of Mexi- 
ean lancers, estimated at five thousand, dashed up to 
the charge, but were met by the lig^t artilleiy of Don- 
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can and tiw ' gons of Cq>tfUQ Drum. The Mexican 
cavalry, during the whole war, never appears to hare 
fiilfiUed the expectations fbimed of it, and faahed 
(when caralry halt in a chage they are defeated.) 
Major Samner, of the 2d dragoons, with a squadron of 
hi» own, a sqaadron of the 1st, and a troop of rifle^ 
charged in headlong style, wMch txfmpletely routed the 
hotse. Two unsuccessful attempts to rally their men 
were made by the Mesican officen. The in&ntry then 
advanced^ and in f short time succeeded in canTing the 
bniklings and breastwra^ which the en^y held, and 
oonvpelled tbem to retreat, enuring seven pieces of 
artillery, a lai^ quantity of ammunition, ranaU aims^ 
&c., and about six hundred piisoners. As soon as th^ 
were driven from the buildings, Osptain Dmm and Co- 
lonel Duncan advanced their li^t batteries, and Lien- 
tenant Stone btonglit forward one of the tw«lty-&m^ 
poundefs, the n4iole of which opened a most destruc- 
tive fire upon them, as they r^eated across a low plain 
to the rear of the posidou th^ at first occupied. 

The American loss was very severe, the Mexicans 
beii^ under cover, and fitting unusually weU. While 
the cavaliy were passing in front of the enemy, in order 
to charge the column of lancers, they were not under 
i/K more than ten seconds, and durmg diat tinte they 
sustained a loss of six officers wounded, thirty-two pri- 
Tates killed and wounded, and a loss of one hundred 
and five horses. ITiere wwe but two cheers that did 
not hare their horses shot under them^ Nothing will 
better exemplify the admiraUe discipKoe of Major Sum- 
ner's command, than the fact tint during the enlarge, 
horses, the riders of which had been shot, wheeled, 
formed fours, and went through every change ofpoaUfcn 
and gait with the Arictest accuracy. 
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Ct^nel Riley was now thrown foiward from San 
Angd to La Piedad, to c<Httrol the eirinince to Mexico by 
Ifae San Antonio road. General Pillow waioow advanced 
within suppm-tin^ distance, and so the army remi^aed 
nntil the 11th. Durii^ that time the officers of engi- 
ncera were bosily engaged in reconnonsances, and vlis- 
tinguiriied thenuelres in the greatert degree. On the 
11th, a large force of cavnlry was Ihrown out &om the 
Mexican posts to make a demonstration, probably against 
a battery of the 1st artillery, commanded by C^vtain 
Msgnider, and which, posted at eight hundred yards 
distance, gave them much annoyance. A few roonds 
drove tbem back, though the guns of the fort immedi- 
ately opened oa the American battery. 

During tiiat day, General Twiggs, with the rest of \es 
diviMon, arrived at Piedad, and General Pillow moved 
widi his division to the south of Taeubaya, and took a po- 
sition on the west sidcofCbapultepec. General Quitman, 
with bis division, occupied the road from Taeubaya to the 
city of Mexico, General Worth's divi«on renaining in 
Taeubaya. 

During that night three batteries were planted in fiont 
of Chapultepec, <a "hill of the grasshopper," one of 
the holy spots of the old Aztec race. In the course <iS 
the night three heavy batteries were planted in front d 
the castle of Chapultepec : No. 1, commanded by Cap- 
tain Drum ; No. 2, by Lieutenant H^ner, of the ord- 
nance coips; No.-3, by Lieutenant Stone — alt under the 
general command and superintendence of Captain Auger, 
ciuef of the ordnance. Also, during the night, General 
Twiggs's divi^on planted Captain Steptoe's battery io 
front of the fortifications on the San Antonio road, it being 
intended that General Twi^js shonld make a feint for the 
puipose of drawing out tip enemy in that (Ureetion. 
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At daylight on the morning of the 13(b) all the batte- 
ries opened — &e first, made by General Twiggs's divi- 
non, succeeded admirably. As soon as Captain Steptoe 
opened bis guns, the enen^ made a demonAiatioii 
with several heavy columns, which, by an admirable and 
ra|ftl fire, this most meritorious young officer routed 
The service of (his battery is said to have been one of the 
best pieces of practice exhibited dnriiig die war. 

On the morning of the IStfa it was determined to storm 
Chapultepeo. G«neral Scott, who had made himself 
perfectly acquainted with its strength, determined to use 
well tried troops in its E^sault, and for the storming pai^ 
ties, went for men to (be divisions t^ those officers who 
know no such word as Jail, Twiggs and Worth. The 
American heavy guns maintained their fire on the works, 
and General Quitman, supported by (jeneral P. F. Smith, 
advanced to the attack. General Pillow, with the volti- 
geurs at the bead of his divisioDf passed Molino del 
Bey, and ascended the 1^ side of the hill. Generd 
Worth occupied the rig^t of -Pillow, and between him 
and that general was a portion of Quitm»i's divisioB. 
Pillow, Quitman, and Worth, advanced simultaneouslj, 
and swept the enemy .fixim the woit. The vohigeurs 
advanced with great rapidity, and were enabled, by the 
deadly fire of their rifies, to prevent the enemy from ex- 
ploding a mine, which would have annihilated Pillow's 
command. Just as this division advanced to the crest 
of the hOl, Captain Ransom fell dead, and Brigadier- 
General Shields, Quitman's second, was wounded. 
This work was commanded by old Bravo, who, with his 
second, was made prisoner. 

At the time Colouel Ransom was killed, General Pil- 
low was wounded, and General Worth united his divisitm 
to bis own, and advanced towards the gate of St.Coamt 
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by tfaie aqueduct of Cfaapultepec. General Quitman ad- 
vsaced along die aqueduct »f La Piedad, which the 
eitxdel of Mexico couticdled. Tb& Mexicans opposei) 
each of these columns with great courage, so that Gene- 
ral Worth, weakened by the hard fighting of the day, 
was repulsed at first, asd could not make a permaaent 
lodgment until neaHy sunset, when the howitzer battery 
and several siege guns were sent to his assistance. Gene- 
ral Quitman met with a resistance as stubborn ; and a 
gallant reconnoissanoe having been made by Lieutenants 
Beauregard, of the eng^eeis; Lorel, of General Quit- 
man's tiafi'; and Van Doren, of General Smith's staff; 
the Rifles; supported by a small force of in&ntry, were 
advanced for the purpose of picking off the artilleiists, 
which they did, being partially covered by the aque- 
duct, with great success and accuracy. 

The Mexican artillery was then about to be with- 
drawn, 'ndien a char^ was ordered, and the main work, 
with two guns, captured, and turned on the tetreatiug 
enemy. Three times the enemy attempted to retake the 
position, but were regularly beaten back by the rifles 
and grape. They sou^t to find a cover for advance 
under the arches of the aqueduct, but again were beaten 
off During the whole evening, the citadel and other 
Mexican positions kept up a continuous fire on the gate. 
At this point. Obtain Drum was mortally wounded. 
No one bad been more distinguished than he, who, it 
will be remaobered, had retaken the American guns 
captured at Boena Vista, and had used them with such 
fearfid accuracy at MoUno del Bey on the 8th. This last 
batde in the streets of Mexico is known as La Garrita, 
During the nigfat. General Quitman threw up « breast- 
work, on which he mounted two eighteens, a sixty-eight 
howitzer, and a twenty-four howitzer. Worth also got 
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his gnns into pondon, so as to nice the ibtaTeiiing sfiBce 
between them and the ploxa grtauk, 

GenerBl Scott, on the morning of die 24d), parpoaed 
to occupy &e Paseo JVheoo, and had issned orders to 
fliat efiect to General Twi^s to move from Piedad. 

On fbe ai^t of the 13th, however, Santa Anna re- 
treated again from the eitf , to which he had, during the 
anuistice, returned frttm Onadalupe. His loss was im- 
mense ; and among the prisoners was the gallant old 
BraTo, a hero of the revolution, and one of the few 
Mexican men of note, the character of whom is irrc' 
proachable. 

On the morning of the 14th, the division of Quit- 
man, in two columns, entered the city at seven o'clock. 
Hie line of battle was formed in the plaza, and the 
American flag was hoisted over the National Palace. 

General Worth advanced with his division, and met 
with much difficulty. He halted ow the otl^ersideof llie 
palace, at a short distance. In one of the street fights, 
which , recalled to them Monterey, the gallant Colonel 
Garland was severely wounded by a ^ot fired from a 
window. 

The Mexicans yet resisted, and at eig^t o'clock 
General Scott entered the ci^ with all his stafiT, escorted 
by the 3d dragoons and mounted rifles and Indiana 
cavaliy. As he rode into the plaza he was greeted by 
one shout from all the army, and the " Star-Spangled 
Banner'* from the mounted band of the 3d dragoons. 

By a wise course all opposition was put down ; all 
bouses fi^m which there was firing upon the troops, 
were sacked ; and in a short time Mexico was under 
better government and more Strict police than it bad 
been tnnce flie days of the old viceroys^ 

One of the first acts of General Scott was to organize 
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a civil goverament, at the head of nbich be phuwd Gen- 
eral Quitman, of ihe volunteer seirice, a fit coupliment 
to one wbo bad contributed so mucb to the capture. 

In the Tarious fights between Molino dd Re; and the 
Plaza Grande, the American loss iir killed and wounded 
TTas immense. The following is the list of officers of all 
arBS killed and wounded. 

Oncers mied. 

Brevet Colonel Martin Scott, 5th infantiy, captain 
in the line. 

Lieutenant W. T. Burwell, 5th inlantty. 

Colonel William H. Graliam, 11th infantry ^te 
major 4th.) 

Captain Merrell, 5th infentry. 

Captain G. W. Ayres, 3d artillery. 

Lieutenant Burbank. 

Captain E. K. Smith. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dickinson. 

Lieutenant £. B. Strong, 5th infantry. 

Lieutenant W. Armstrong, 2d artillery. 

Lieutenant Fany, 3d artillery. 

Major L. Twi^, U. S. M. C. 

Captain A. Van Olinda. 

Lieutenant Dick Johnson, 11th in&ntiy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. W, Baxter, N. Y, regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Itansom, 

C^(xr» Wamded. 

Major-General G. J. Pillow. 

Colonel Mcintosh, &th infantry, severely, (reported 
IdUed.) 

Major 0. A. Waite, 8th in&ntry, badly. 

Major G. Wright, 8Ui in&ntiy, lightly. 

Captain Cady, 6t)i infantry, slightly. 
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Captain Lailda Smith, 8th inikatiy, severely. 

Captain Walker, 6th iniantiy, severely. 

Captain R. Anderson, 3d artillery, aevertly. 

Asmstant Surgeon W. Roberts, dangerously. 

Captain J. L. Mason, corps of eng^eers, severely. 

Lieotenaot M. L. Shackelford, 2d artillery, severely. 

Lieutenant C. S. Hamilton, 6th in&ntry, severely. 

Lieutenant C. B. Daniels, 2d artilleiy, severely. 

Lieutenant Ernst, 6th in&ntiy,. severdy — lost ri^t 
hand. 

Lieutenant J. G. Burbank, 8di in&ntry, mortally. 

Lieutenant J. D. Claric, 8tb in&ntiy, badly. 

Lieutenant C. F. Morris^ 8th in&ntry, severdy — lost 
ri^^t foot. 

Lieutenant J. Beardsly, 8th infantry, badly. 

Lieutenant G. Wainwiig^t, 8tb infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant H. J. Hunt, Sd artilleiy, slightly. 

Lieutenant J. G. S. Snelling, 8th infantry, severely. 

Lieutenant H. F. ClaAe, 2d artillery, slightly. 

Lieutenant W. Hayes, 2d artilleiy, di^tly. 

Lieutenant J. G. Foster, corps of engineers, severdy. 

Asustant Surgeon J. Simons, slightly. 

Lieutenant Dent, 5th in&ntty, severely. 

Lieutenant H. Prince, ith in&ntiy, severely. 

Lieutenant A. B. Lincohi, 4th infantry, sever^. 

Lieutenant Herman Thome, 3d dragoons, aide to 
Colonel Garland, severely. 

Lieutenant Montgomery, 8di in&nfiy, slig^y. 

Lieutenant Andrews, 3d artillery, slightly. 

Captain Cro^ian £er, 3d dragoons, severely. 

lieutenant Tree, 2d dragoons, severely. 

Lieutenant Walker, mounted rifles, slig^Uy. 

Lieutenant Williams, 3d dragoons, slightly. 

Major Savage, 14tb in&ntiy, slig^y. 
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Major Talcott, ToItjgeuTs, dightiy. 

Captain Guthrie, 11th infantry, sli^tly. 

Captain Irrin, lldi iniantry, fllighlly. 

Lieutenant Lee, 11th in&ntry, sli^dy. 

Lieutenant Kintzing, Toltigeurs, slight^. 

JUeutenant Ilioinas Shields, 14th infantiy, slightly. 

Lieutenant Swan, Toltigeuis, ^i^tly. 

Major A. Mon^meiy. 

Obtain Thomas Glenn. 

Captain William H. Inrin. 

Captain £. C. WiUiams. 

Captain James MiUer. 

Captain James Caldwell. 

Major A. H. Gladden. 

Brigadiei>General James Shields. 

AssistHnt Adjutant-General F. N. Paige. 

Acting Asostant Adjutant-General M. Lov«U. 

Assistant Adjutant-General W. W. MaibeD. 

Volunteer Aide-de-Camp Geoi^e Willdns Kendall. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John Gariand. 

Major W. W. Loring. 

Brevet Colonel J. £. Johnson. 

Captain J. H. Williams.. 

Captain James Barclay. 

Captain C. H. Pearson. 

Captain D. E. Hungerfbrd. 

Captain Mirichell Danley. 

Captain D. H. McPhail. 

Captain J. S. Simensen. 

Captain J. B. Backenstos, mounted riflat. 

Captain J. S. S. Tudcer. 

Captain George Nauman. 

Captain Ktas Casey. 

Captain J. B. Magruder. 
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Ctptein J. M. Scantlknd. 
Captain Robert G. Gdt. 
Certain Moses J. Baniard, Toltigems. 
Colond S..II. Trousdale. 

Tbe total of .the tolled, wouaded, and missmg, jras, 
by official repofte, as ibllows : 

JUM- WnmM- MMmt. 

1. a«n«nl Worth's diviaiaa, J40 766 ?7 

2. General Twiggs's diTiutm, 36 194 10 
8. General Pillow's diviuon, 21 111 10 
4. General Qoibnan's diviaioa, 41 267 — 

Total, 238 1338 .47 

EOled, wounded, and misaiBg, ia the four dinnons 
of Generals Worth, Tav^js, Pillow, and Quitmaa, six- 
teen hundred aod twenty-three. 

The Mexiciui loos it is imposnhle to -ascertain, but it 
has been uunense. Among the ItiUed, at C3iap)^^>ec, 
WXK Oeaori Jaan N^pomuoeno P-esez, C^ooel Juan 
Cano, a distuigutshed officer of engineers, and lieuten- 
ant Lucian Oalre, one of Geneid B^aro's aids. Gene- 
ral Saldana was badly wounded, as wrae many other 
distinguished officers. Five generals, three c^nels, 
seven lieutenant-colonels, and near one hundred majors, 
captains, and lieutenants, wera 'taken prisoners, together 
with eight hundred or more ^taJk and file. This is but 
a portion of their loss. 

During tbe advance of tbe Amerioan army, tbe de- 
serters c^tured at Chumbusco wece dealt with accord-' 
ing to the laws of war. Hiirty wece bung at Mtxooac, 
on the I3tfa of September, and twen^ at Saa AngeL 
The leader of the party, Riley, escaped capitid punish- 
ment, it having been proved that h» deserted before the 
war technically existed. 
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Tlte battle wu won. Tl? g^wrpj-iihcbief luid Jui- 
ced all his pEomises : he bad oigi^^twd ai} ntuy, aod 
in six months captured the two stroogest positioita wi 
the Amencao coatineat, sfier six pitched battles. Even 
envy and the gibe were bushed, and none could point to 
a single error in bis career. He ww in the capkal of 
Mexico ; and the wild boasts made years ago, by one 
who did not see the mi^ty events be foreshadowed, 
seemed accompIifSied. The American army mi^t 
" revel in the balls of the Mootezumas," 

With a ^irit, however, which finds few parallels in 
the military history of the world, the American general- 
io-cbief, flushed as be was with victoiy and justifiable 
pride, published the following 

'•GttUTd Order, No. 186. 

HeajvQcfabtxbi Ahkt, ) 
Mexico, Septombw 14, 1847. ) 

Under the lavor o£ God, the valor of this army, after 
many glorious victories, baa hoi^d the colors of our 
countty in the oapital of Mexico, and oa the palace of 
their government — but the ww is not yet ended. 

The Mexican army and goverament have fled only 
to watch an opportunity to return upon us in vengeance,. 
We must then be upon our guard. Companies and re- 
^ments will be kept together, and all stand on the alot. 
Our safety is in military discipline. Let there be no 
drunkenness, no disorder, and no draggling. Stragglers 
will be in great danger of aBS^s^nation, aod marauders 
shall be punished by court mEutiab 

All of these iul«s,, so bonoraUy observed by this 
^rioos army in Puehla, ifiust be observed here. , 

The honor of the anay and the honor of our connti; 
call for the best behavior <ta the part of the valiant, thus 
to win the approbation of all the good of their country. 
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Be sober and merciful. His noble btetfaren in anus will 
not be deaf to this heartjr appeal from their commander 
and fiieod, 

WINFUXD SCOTT." 

On the next day vas published — 

" General Ordtr, No. 186. 



The general-in-chief calls npon his brethren in arms 
to return, both in pnblic and private won^ip, thanks and 
gratitude to God for the glorious and signal triumphs 
which they have recently achieved for their country, be- 
ginning with the I9th of August, and ending on the 14^1 
of September. 

This army has gallaudy fought its way. through the 
fields and forts of Contreras, San Antonio, Churubusco, 
Molino del Rey, Chapultepec, and die gates of San 
Gosler and Tacubap, into the capital of Mexico. When 
the ve^ limited number who bad performed those bril- 
liant deeds ^all have become known, the world will be 
astonished, and our countrymen filled with joy and ad- 
miration. 

But all is not done. Tbe enemy, tfaou^ scattered 
and dismi^d, has still many fi-i^j^ments of his late army 
hovering about us ; and, aiSed by an exasperated popu- 
lation, he may again reunite in treble oar numbers, and 
fall upon us to their advantage, if we test inactive on 
the security of past victories. Compactness, vigilance, 
and discipline, are therefore onr only secnrities. 

Let eveiy good officer and man stouQy regard diese 
cautions, and enjoin them upon all o&ers. 

By command of Major-Genetat Scott 

H. L. SCOTT,A.A.A.G." 
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These were the deliberate acts sad earnest -thoughts 
of the genera], and will atone for many hasty expres- 

General Santa Anna also publidied a proclamalion — 
his last address — viz : 

" The Pntidttit of tke inttgrd RtptMic of Mexico to his ftUow 
couiMrymta: 
With the most poignant and profound grief, do I an- 
nounce to you, that it was after repeated and exlraordi- 
nai7 efibrts, and after fifteen hours' incessant fighting, I 
saw myself under the necessity of abandoning the capi- 
tal, with my ranks remarkably thinned by the projectileB 
of the enemy, who penetrated our nearest lines, stremng 
the way with their bodies, and with those of the noble 
Mexicans, who so gloriously defended, indi by inch, the 
rights and honor of their country. You have been wit- 
nesses that I hare created resources at a time wlien there 
were none ; that I labored day and ni^t ; that I erected 
fortifications around Mexico ; that I organized and 
assembled a powerful army, in order that I might wrest 
some favor fivm fortune, which has been so averse to us. 
The insubordination of one general subverted my entire 
plan of operations — a thing which you already know. 
In the convent, and bridge of Churubosco, the enemy 
received some very severe lessons, which were thrice 
repeated afterwards in the fort of Chapultepec, the 
suburbs of Belen and St. Carlos, and finally in the cita- 
del. But the valor of many of our soldiers of the guard 
and of the army, was not always supported, yet was it 
only by Gre and sword diat the* enemy, in a day most 
fatal to the nation, made himself master of the capital. 
I have anxiously sought death in all parts, because a loss 
so great has occasioned me the most profiiund despur. 
In Chapultepec I received a contumn, in Belen my 
Vol. U. 22 
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clotiieB weie pierced by the balls of the enemy, and 
around me diaappeaied the best soldiers of the republic. 
What remains to me, then, is the midst of this voe and 
anguidi which assail me^ the unprofitable consciousness 
that I have personally sustained the combat to the very 
last extremity, and that I have sold dearly to the enemy 
his astonishing victory. He has seen me in tiie front at 
Angostura, Ccrro Gordo^ Ghumbusco, Chapultepec, 
Bden, St Cosme, aitd the citadel, and he shall find 
me, I swear to you, whercTer it shall be useful and glo- 
rious for me to combat. 

I ought also to announce to you that I have sponta- 
neously resigned the preadency of the republic, calling 
to assume it, according to the cimstitution, the president 
of the supreme court of justice, with the associate^ who 
will be the depositaries of power, until the national con- 
gress can decide who is he to whose guidance shall be 
intrusted its future destinies. . 

When power was intrusted to me under the most try- 
ing circumstances, I accepted it, in order that I m^t 
combine (he elements of resistance existing in the coun- 
try ; and upon the enemy's advance towards the capital, 
I resumed military command, that I mi^t oppose to him 
a force of considerable strength, and concentrate all our 
resources for its defence. But after the Ml of the capi- 
tal, circumstances have been altered, and now a diviuon 
of the commands is requisite to promote the same ob- 
jects — to attack the enemy in his line of communication 
fiibm Vera Cruz to the capital is imperiously ui^nt, and 
I alone must take upon me that responsibility, because I 
feel it incumbent upon me, ever to place myself in that 
quarter in which there is the most peril. The supreme 
magistracy cannot be exposed to the hazard of war, and 
it is necessary to locate it amid population and wealth, 
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in order that it be not given over to an^hy, and in or- 
der that it may again arise with, power and with glory. 

For this reason have I surrendered an authority to roe 
so laborious and so bitter, and in whose reception and 
laying down I have aspired to nothing more Aan the 
welfare of my beloved country. I may have committed 
some errors in die discharge of my civil obligations, but 
be assured that my desires and my hopes have known 
no other stimulus than the noble one of sustaining the 
rank of the nation in which I first saw lig^t, and which 
has laden me with honors and with &vors. 

I have said it before, and here repeat it, that I never 
despair of the fate of my country. If faction be silent, 
and will listen to the sovereign voice, if we be unanimous 
in o^ desires and in our yearnings, there is yet time to 
bUtl the enemy from the soil which he pollutes by his 
presence. It is known to you that I rejected a peace 
which would reduce the republic to a nulhtj', the most 
absurd and complete. The nation has desired, and still 
desires war ; lat us continue it (hen with the greatest in- 
Irepiditv, and my example sball be a most ardent one. 

Factions cannot now dispute with me concerning the 
power, which with pleasure I abandon ; if they would 
dispute with me, let them come to the field of battle; 
there they will find me serene and firmly consecrated as 
ever to the most generous and holy of causes. What 
do we care for misfortunes ? Misfortune is the crucible 
of nations, and never is the Mexican nation grander than 
.when she strives to force from destiny the victory which 
God and Justice promise us. Mexicans ! thirty years bave 
passed over since you proclaimed your independence, 
amid perils and privations : sustain it for ever. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

CiTT or GnADiLUPB, HnjALOO, ) 

September 18ih, 184T." j 
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Santa Anna has, therefore, resigned the presidency 
of Mexico, and report says, another confederacy of the 
northern departments is about to be formed, at the head 
of the militaiy affairs of which will be Bustamente and 
Paredes, who, a few months since, contrived, like Santa 
Anna, to enter Mexico while every foot of its coast was 
in possession of the United States. Mexico is now 
without a government, for Sania Anna, a fugitive, has 
goDt no one knows whither. 

This is a fit place to leave the army of the United 
States. Strangely enough, the general under the aos- 
pices of whom at Lundy's liane and Niagara it was 
first led to victory, now commands it abroad. He has, 
at its head, won a series of victories unprecedented and 
not to be surpassed. Henceforth, as indissolubly^ is 
the fi-ontier of Niagara, Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Cofc- 
treras, Churubasco, Molino del Rey, San Cosme, and 
the great plaza of Mexico, will be connected with him. 
Their histories are become, in feet, only chapters of his 
life, and a new glory and greater interest has, in the 
minds of all with one drop of Saxon blood in &eir veins, 
been added to Chapultepec and the primeval cypresses of 
the Aztec empire. 



Hiis book was written with the design of making it a | 
record of the services of the regular and permanent line 
of the army. The achievements of the volunteers and I 

other forces did not come within its compass. 
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Don Mariano Parxdes, 
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Ik connexion with the difRoultj between General Kcabnit 
and Commodore Stockton, the author is induced to coUate the 
folbwing extracts from the joumali of the day : 

[From Iht New Tark Sun.J 

When General Kearne; was on his march from Suila Fe, he met 
■D officer aod parly on iheir way to the ITniled SlHlea, with deapatchea 
from Commodore SlO{:klon, who informed him ihu the country waa 
in a quiet alste, which induced the general to send bach a part of hia 
ibrce, and to come on with only one hundred men in advaiice of the 
rest of his tioopa. When wilhin eight leagues of San Diego, to the 
surprise of all, t)}ty were surrounded by the enemy, from three hun- 
dred 10 four hundred strong. 

The general intrenched himself, and sent an express lo Commo- 
dore Stocklon for aasietance, who waa at San Diego with about five 
hundred aailora and mariuBB ; which not being promptly complied 
with, from some cause not known, another meaaenger waa deqialched 
by (he general on the third day, who informed the commodore that the 
^ general waa surrounded by the enemy, that his little army waa in great 
distress, and eubsiBting on their mules, and that, if he did not receira 
immediate relief, the general would cut hia way through the enemy, if 
it coat ibe livea of his whole party. The commodore then sent out a 
force of two hundred and fifty to three hundred ; and se soon as they 
made their appearance, the cowardly Califbrnian's lied. General Kear- 
ney then marched to San Diego. Joined Commodore Stockton, and 
planned the battles of the 8th and 9th January, when La Ciudad'de 
io> AogeloH was a accond lime taken. 

The general ehowed his ordera, inalructiona, and appointment at 
military and civil governor of California, lo Commodore Stockton, 
who immedialely auspended the civil functions of the general, issued 
his own proclamation as governor, and afteiwarda appointed Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Fremont governor of the territory. General Kearney 
iotoimed Commodore Stockton that be would temporarily aubmii to 
hia OBSumptkin of aulborily, as he did tiot wish, at this critical period. 
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■o craita a cJTil mc, uul woob altar took pusagi in tha Cyans fiv 
Montercf , where be met ConmiodDre Shubtick, who ■uperaedea Com- 
modore Slockloa M commandO'iD-durf of the oaval forcea. 

Idemeoaot Emorj'. wbo croned the Isthmna at the ume time the 
deapelchea came, wrole to the editor of the New York Courier and 
Enquirer (evidently for the puipoae of counteracting iinpre»iona 
wfaich ibe publicationa in the CaU/arnian Extra were intended to make 
here}, oa folio wa : 

" PinutA, March li, 1347. 
Zb Iht Editor of tht Nem Yotk Cauritr and Enqairtr i 

Sir : By the arrival of the United States ship Dale, this day, I am 
placed iu poaaeaaion of ' The CalifBrnian Extra,' published at Mon- 
terey, January 28lh, I84T, ctHitaining a leller dated Ciudad de toe Ao- 
gelo*, January 14th, purporting to gire the account of the batllea i>f 
the 8th and 9lh January.. 

Many copies of this p^>er are in the mul-beg of the Dele, intendecl 
for circulatioD in the United Statea. 

The letter in queelion says, ' The skill in management and deter- 
mined courage and bravery of our commodore (Stockton), gave to all 
the fullest coa&dence of e viclorioua reeult of tbie brilliant aflajr,' &c. 

It also aaya, ' The eucceas attending the CBlifbrniana in (heir Gght 
with Cspleia Mervine at San Pedio, and alterwarda with General 
Kearney at San Pasqual, made Ihem very bold and arrogant, and 
every man of ua waa determined to retrieve, if posaible, the credit of 
the American arms.' 

Now. air, the facta are as lollowa : No order of any moment waa 
given, either in the figbt of the 6lh or the 9th, which was cot given 
by General Kearney in person, or through the underaigned, aa his 
acting assistant adjutant-general. General Keeroey commanded the 
troops in both battles. 

At the battle of San Pasqual, which took place one hour before 
day. on the morning of the 6lh of December, General Kearney at- 
tacked, beet, and cbaaed aome miles, one hundred and aiity well- 
mounted Californiana, with leaa than one hundred dragoons, emaciated 
by an unezampled march over the deaeite of America of more than 
two thousand miles. 

The stalemenlB ami imputatiotu in this ' Caliibmian Extra' are 
therefore false. 

Very respectfully youia, 

WILLIAM H. EMORY, 
LiaUtitant corpi lipa^n^wal cngimen," 

After Commodore Stockton took command, and befare. General 
iCaamey's arrival, several UDpleisantdisaateiaoccured. San An^plna, 
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which Comnrodwe SloM hid ctptined, was i«Uk«n br th« Meucaiu. 
Capuia Marvine, of tba ttttj, in attempting a lecaptura, Landed, 
•ccording to ordera, aoinB two hutidred aeameD and marinaa, without 
■rtillerjF. Tba MexiciAB had the advantage of having a couple of 
fljwg attilWr, which the]' worked Terr aclirelr. The Americma 
had loine fifteen or twenty killed and wounded, and were obliged to 
relinquiih ibeir object. 

An article in the PilUburg Giatlte, draived from their Waahington 
conaqiondenl, aiya: 

" Ftemont, at first, waa diapoaed to aide with Kearney, tintil aonie 
difficalty aroae between (hem in reference to some improper conduct 
of Colonel F. ; and when General K. lefiiaed lo lubalilule Colonel 
EVemontlbr himeelf aagovetnor, U< JaHtrjniMJSl(»tlaK, who forth- 
with gave him the ^ipointment. One aeriouB charge againsl CoIomI 
Fremont, we learn, ia making improper and incisrtcci repota to tba 
adminialralion, for ainialer purpoaea. General Keamaj, we fiuthaT 
nnderaland, is only awaiting ihe airival of troopa lo luataia him, and 
he will Ihea very probably arreat bolb Stockton and FiemOQl, aa mu- 
tineera; and we abould not be sucpriaed (if Kearney geta power) to 
hear of Iheir trial, and even nimmary exaculioa, n the moat violent 
feelingaof boatililyeiiat, according to our correspondent' a statemenla, 
and on which entire relianoe may be placed." 

"We (band General Kearney here, with inatnietiona from the 
aacretary of war to conquer tbe country and iaslilula ■ civil gavem- 
ment ; bat Commodore Stockton, who waa also here, maintained that 
the conqueal had been made by him and Colonel Fremont, and aa an 
incident to it, the right of forming a civil govemmeiit belonged to him ; 
and that Geoeial Keamey'a ardera were now obsolete, becauae the 
buaineaa for which he had come had been anticipated by olbera." — 
CcrrapnideiKi St. LoaU Rrfailiant, dattd Sattla Ft, April 17. 
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PUBUSH THE POLLOWmO 



SMITH'S GRAMMAR. 

English Grammar dd the Productive System ; a method of inatrar- 
tioQ racenll]' adopted in Germany and Swiliarland. Deaigned lot 
Schooti lad Acadetniei. By Roswell C. SniTH, A. M. Price 34 
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PETER PARLEY'S COMMON SCHOOL HISTORY i 

A General Hislory for High Schools, Young Lndiea* Seminariee, 

Academies, and Common Schools ; with one hundred and Biij' 

enpHvings. iltuBlralliig History and Geography. Price 75 cents. 

Genarsl Hi«lory within the scnps of ngr (otioi.Ii »nd HiMdemin that hnw ersr been 
iiiulE;iuidiaealeulHtiidIarBmmBlh*dJttculti«>nbichbaTshilb«1neii-lud6dlhii 
Btudy frnm ovi Kbools, II prHenii [JiiiTgrul Biilnrr in ■ Hri« of [iilcifuing 
■nd itrikinj Kens, wenrii^ ti^ethsr an onlJins of ChroiioU^, illanntBd bjr 
deaprlptioos, wMob oneelinpreiHd onlhe mind, will never liave it. One pecullir 
■dTvMHfe of The vork iSiinat HLMDry It here bsKd npnn vengrvphr, h pnim of 
the nlmiiet imponanee. ThenieeeH of Ihe w«k, in aclnallr inleralin; cbildren 
in ibe itndy nf hialoi?, hu been pmoiieallT leded uid demnnMnted. ScTenI 
inlaneas hanoceorred, in which popili, before nvene in biwory, harebHOOM 
deeply iniernHea In it, proforriog it ui almou eny uiher •ubjeni 

TbB pabliiber reqneiu my npinion of Patiey'i Cmnouin Bohool HidOry. It 
Ift seldom 1 bet I rivvan opinion upon BcbooC bnolrs, there are so few ibat I can 
recmnmend witb a clear coneclence j and publish pti do not wish, of course, to 

thai, faaTinff Qted the boot in my school since it was publiehed, I ooiisider it a 
^ ^"iy CLEVELAND 
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2 B. H. BUTLEK AND OON PVBLICATIOin. 

PUlmltlfliia, Btrlirtir Ifl, ISBI. 

Bating ewniud Pvtar'i Ctmsm School Hisory, 1 do nm buiuta to ay 
Men, itX^r^DUMiid ili um to oThe A wsbBn. M." L. HUH^VT." 

Thfl ibOTA ia eoaparrod Ln by the and'Fiifnod » 
P«iui«7tniiift| mt^Bt my are, u loou u pueiible- 

I biTe alrMdy uiiraduccd Fterle; 



I eoandn ii one of ike ben uroTkt of id ulaoied and indel^iignbla luihnr. 
lU itylB it o\mr, nod iu plan ibowi the laboar nC Ihooghl. It la baud, u ill 
■neh vorki ^ould bs, opim ^eogrvphyf nod judifiiiusly cemenied with ehn>- 

■hould di'ngHi^ what buve been ao Hjiiry called its ^twoayn^'— ^3eo^raphr Bad 

i^pieri, iiid the f eneni elaaufieaiimi, reader tbair great nriety at anbjacii 
•My lo tha uiifaldiuE oiiul. 

L. H. aiOODBNEY. 

ANQELL'S SERIES OF READERS. 

Complete in ail numbers. B; Olitkb Anseu., A. M. Fiindiml of 
Ihe Frftaklin High School. 

ABgeU'i Header N*. 1, or ChlU'a lint Baak. 

Ilie itruigedunl of Ihe L«udiu in ibia book ia sueb, tb>l tbe child 
oomideticea reading aa toon as ha commeacea putting Ibe leltera 
together inta arllableH ; the exerciwi of qielling and rentUng beinf 
eimultaiwotu. The aame ayllablea and norda which form the Spell- 
ing Leaaona, are arranged la Reading Leaaona direcliy oppoaile, or 
inmadiately nnder the apelling columna. It ia belieTsd that b; this 
arrangemeal, the greateit difficulty which children luaaUy eiperieiKe 
in learning to read ia removed. Price 8 cents. 

Am|*U'> Re«<ei' No. S, or ChUd'a Secend BHk. 

This ia aconliauUion of the Firat Number, containing Elaay Reading 
Leaaona, moat of which are plettaing atoriea, deaigned tn inlereat ih* 
mind of the tearaar, and aflbrd instraction. Spelling Leaaona, oon 
aiaiing of worda from the Reading Leaaona, precede everjr Reading 
Leaaon. Price 14 centa. 

ABfell'a Be*der If*. S, er CUWa Tklrd Back. 

Tfaiaiaa gradual adiance (Tom the Second Ifomber, having the Reading 
•nd Spelling Iieiaooa arranged on the aame plaq. The Laawwa, in 
eadi of the Niunbera, are followed by a aet of QnettioDa, to eiarciaa 
iIm readar on what he haa read. Price IT canla. 
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E. B. BVTLER AMD 00^ PCUJOATIOHS. 3 

Am^'i B-tadtr, Ko. 4. 

A grsduU sdvBDce frain (he Third Number, and daagnnl u a Reidinc 

and Spelling BookiindcoDtainingBTuielyof usefol snd emeitaiiuDg 

matter. Price 30 cents. 

AnfcU'i R«der, No. S. 

A Reading Book lor ihe higher clsawi in Conmion ScaoU, with Spall- 
ing Legaooa and DefinilioDB adapted to each reading aection. Prica 
SOceniB. 

Am'U'i Reader, Ha. fl, er Select Reader. 

Being a selection of piecSB, in Praee and Veree, which can acarcelf 
fail to intereal the mind, mipravB the heart, and intbrm the nndei- 
ttanding; accompanied with an Eiplenatory Key, caatainiag much 
uaeful informBtion ; and n large collection of Verbal EHeliuctionB, wilh 
illustrations. Deaigaed as a Reading Book lor (he highest classea in 
Academies and Schools. Price TS centa. 
The whole farminc ■ Seriee of iatergHioc, iuwfnl,«nd eeoaomieil 6e>v>a3 

Theie Sir VolenMi, emailed by Olitib Atraiu., coRmrlie e Series which is 
nndoablsdiy mitre ■mlelits for Ihe paipnee foi whicli Iher are dnigned, thR:i 
eay previoaa mibliniiHiiii ; and Ihsy ere nuire pepelar among Uioie who hare 

decided idvaiiUweio pcmretnBf tutol Klemenlerr tnolu birihe sunieanlhri. 
w^D hupunuus liiDilnr pianwiEk eech, ri^ng step by olep, end whit, i1 iepre- 
■uned, wonld be batter able (i> preeerre ihe^pTDpergraalioaof Myleandniauer, 
thiui levi-raJ jodividoati would. 

OOATES'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

firat Lines of Natural Phiioaoph;, divested af Mathematical Pormule; 
beiagapracdcaland lucid Introduction to the Stud]">f the Sciencaa. 
Deaignad (or the nee of Schools aikd Academies. lUuatrBted with 
264 cute. By Riibbll CoaxES, M. D. This work has already 
passed through several editions snd been introduced into many of 
the first schools in the United States. Duodecimo, Price 79 cents. 
I twYe enamin.a with (one care the " Pint Line* of N.inml Philosnph*," 

br ReyneU CoeiH, M. D.. pnbliihed by B. H. Bnller & Co., >mt I believe li 

Ing of the diferenl lubiscti apoa which fi ireiis. The clear snd familiar Biyle 
orthe anlhoT, and h9iiiodei7rT>repBring the learner Ifteomprehend IhsOieanm^ 



ParuDiLrHu, Styiinnlaf', IBM. 
Mtei' First Linsi in Nataial Philosopky, is used as a (axl-book forlhs jeakn 
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4 X.K. BUTLEK JUni 00*3 FUBLICATIONS. , 

COATES'S PHYSIOLOGY. 

Fint Linesof Pbrnology; baingaa InlradnelLonlotheScienMof Life, 
writicn in Populu Langunge. .DeBigned tor ibe use of Common 
SchouU, AcwlemieB, aiid General Readers. By Reyaell Coites, 

M. D. Siiih EUitioa, illuairaied with engriTingg. Piice tlOO. 

Mi^ologjfi>«Mbifti!lnf IbedBopmtinloreinlnBLL whosretlesiniuBpfopnry lo 
rollivatatlidrpowanol' body and mind; aiid it UnnwbeglAiuiif lobe conceded, 
That n'lriiiiraettf educAlinn can be regarded ucnmp]ete,nlihouI incladiiuBome 
fcnflnl knowledge ot ilie KLBiice of Lif«- A teiul>ook upon Uii4 hudjcci ja 

Dpuiion \a rDcnt clearly alio wiL in llie wiirk nnwoflered liMhe piblic, llcontaitia 



KENDALL'S URANOGRAPHYi 

Or, a Deavriplion of tbe Slarrf Keavens. Designed for the use of 
Schools and Academiea ; iceompniiied by va Alias of iha Ileavena, 
•bowing the placea of ihe priDcipal Stara, Cluatera, and Nebulia. 
By B. Otib Kbnsiu-. Profaaaor of Milhemalica and AEtrODomf in 
ths Cealral High School of Philadelphia, end Member of ihe 
American Philosophical Society. 1'he Uranography oonlaina 365 
pagei and 9 fine engravings ; Ibe Alias is in quarto, and contatna 18 
large mapa. Price of Ibe Uranograpby and Alias 81 25. 
UnD(ifnph7,aitlic vord impona, b aimply a deuriprinn nf ihr HBTcni. II 

Higher maihomanu. Bui UrantsniphT requirea fur iu Hudy un more eiptniite 
appanliu or bifhsc atlsinnieRU Ihaii Osngrapby. The in me boy gr girl whu ii 

Atlai" are >o Ihe one iludy what the " Gengnphy and Ailni" are in ihe oiher, 
Thig work hai alreHJy reached it? founh adilion, iiid la highly fEFoniineiKled 

HART'S CLASS BOOK OF POETRY. 
HART'S CLASS BOOK OF PROSE. 

Being SeleclioTU irom diflingaiflhed EIngliab and American Aulbora, 
from Chaucertotheprsaemday ; the whole arranged in Chrorwlogical 
Order, with Biographicat and Critical Remarks. Price 75 centa each, 
■old aeparately. 

In nnkiDE ■ enin]ri1atinn like the preaenl, Intended chiefly for the on of thata 
whoM charBclera and opininna are alill but parliallv formeil, il baa been deemed 
(mpurtam to kIbfI not only maeler-plecea of atyTe. hul alu msiter-piecoi oT 

intended u reading-bnoki for acboola, thai aoScieni care baa not been UMd in 
rd to the eenlimenla cnnlaincd in Ihem. Bnoh books "— ■—■'—' 



nniaia ploaaiojg dcacrintjaaa, anA inieraiting aloriea, 
If le, and lapaBla u( aJTordinf amnaenenl lor childrei 
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, E. H. BDTLBil ASD OO'S PDBLIOlTtONB. 

Itagf irg nel of Ihal inuciilinB Sbum 

Thue TalniD« bive been iqirodnced inia Ihe public (chiwla ol 
Bounty of FhiladBlj>hu,Biid ia tbc city ofBtilimDrs, hjie) ha»rea 
nnqualiSed recofDmenoatJoiu from thiMQ who vfl Iha bett'Hbia b 
tint Asm Mid llflniHlAAr ieA»(a. 

HART'S CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 

STATES. 
A Brief Expotiiion of die Constitution of the United Statei. By Jovit 
S. IUbt, A. M., PriDcipd of the Central High School. Foiuihadi- 

lioD. Price 34 centa. 

Thii work liu been iMxunmandeil by Chief JullM Gibeon, JodgM Bugaot, 

RftoiWU, and PHrtana, 

HART>8 ENGLISH QRAMMAI^. 

Ad Expoulion of ibe Frinciplei and Usags* of the Eogliih Laognage. 

Price 36 cents. 

In Ibfl pTepanlLOn of Ihk vork no qweiet itlenipt bai been nude al oorelly. 
The Bulhar'i aim hu been cUeflr <o nwke ■ careTiil and accurate disnt of Itiuat 
prinoipl««of Ihe lanEaage vhichluve been rflOHThedbypreviniii wrllen, uid 

I OD Ihe'iabJaoL 

i( D» Pnauc BCBooLi, ) 



THOMAS B.^LOHENCE, Sic. 
New YoiK WuD School Tucbie'i A»ocutu>h, I 



Siuilwd, 'Hul thli AHwIaJiiHi eooiidiira Hirl'i Buglkh Giaiamar nry well 



adapted to fnnaard the prtvTeia of atadanu In ' 
-"" — ■'- -"*— —eoda lla adoptioa ja the wud ao 



WILUAM KENNEDY, lUc. Stentarf. 
longfa it hat been bafon Ihe imblic bid abonl nioe laonlba, 
nouaoaL demand- Ten thtnuand copiea haying already baaa 



COMSTOCK'S ELOCUTION. 

A SfBtem of Elocution, with q>eciel ra&irence lo GMtnre, to lb* 
TrsBlment of Stammering, and Defective Articuliiion, ooDt- 
pyiaing numeroiu Diigtuaw and Engrayed Figures illnitratin of 
the BubJGci. By Airciiw Cdicstocx, M. D., Principal of the Vooal 
•ad Polyglot Gymnaaium. Eifbth edition, anlirfed. Price 1 1X10. 



»-i h, Google 



»-i b, Google 



